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CBAP1'D ,3 1/ LAWS OF .,;;. 19...8..2 

APPl«>VED_._!-.~!.:.f¥ - 87 , 

SEN ATE. No. 3213 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
IN'TBOJ)l WI·:]) ~\ PHIL 2:t lB8i
 

By Seuators EW1;\O, \\T~JSS, ]1.\1 :\ES, DIFR~\K(,ESCO,DFMONT,
 

DORSEY, nI"HLEy. n.\ULI.\;\U. :\fcXA:U..lRA, BROWN, 

GORMLEY, tL\Hl B.\LDl, and BASSAXU 

RI·fpl'fP(l to COIlIIl!ittl'l' 1\11 ~tatl' OOYPrJllIlPllt alll] Ff'deral and 

Illtl'l':,t:lt,; Hl'lntioll>: nnd '·pter:\lIs Affairs 

A:.: Af'T I "Jllel'l'lI i Il,~' d,'a t" I" 'III' lit:, 1'01' UH'I\Ihpr~ nf tlll' Lf',:,d:o;la tll rf' 

IIl1dpI' flIP I'IIIJlil' F;mploy"p,,:' Hfltil'pmpnt System and supple­

rmmtiug' P. L. 1!17:!, (', Hi7 (C, ·l:\:1:lA-13:i ('t seq.). 

1 BE IT ENACTEl> 1),11 fll" HpJ/ale amI r:eneral Assembly of tlle State 

2 of New Jerse,/I: 

1 1. A memlw)" of tIll' Ll'gislaturl' ~lJall he entitled to the lloncon­

2 trihutorv aud. t'ontl,jh:1pn­
' 

dpnth 1!flllPfits under the retirt>ruent 

3 8)"stem without proof of ill:'IITllllilit~·, If contrU'utory death bene­

4 fits becolll<' }Juyaltlf' with )"Ps}wd to the member, required coutrihll­

5 tions for HUy ll'l'iod of I"eryic(' as II legislator w]lich have not been 

6 paill shall be deduct!'ll f"l;m the henefit. 

] 2, This act shall take <>ffC'ct imme(liately and shall be retroactive 

2 to .January 8, 1!J74. 

STATEMENT 

This hill pro\"ifl(\!" t lin 1 1l\f'1nh(\r~ of t]1(\ L(>~slature shall he en­

titled to the df'ath tWIII'nl" T)J'O\-idpd under the Public EmployEc'es' 

Retiremellt Sy,.:tPTlI without proof of immrahility, Since .January 

8, ]974, all legislator...: Iln' )'I'qui,'c(] to participate in PERS. The law 

governing PEHS )"f'qui n's proof of insurabilit~· for death benefits 

when a persoll appJif'l'\ for l1\f\m})f'r,.hip if the person is 60 years of 

Rg-e or older, OJ" morp fhan ntH' .rea I' has f'lapserl from the date the 

perRon was rPfJllirfl(l or wa!'l elhdblf\ to enroll. The reason for tht> 



2 

one-year r(\fjllir(\m(\nt l~ to 8'·oifj "death·hed" sclections against 

the retirempnt Syiitf'JJ1. This situation would not arise with respcct 

to legislator~. Tlu'y occupy a special position in the public S('f·tor 

which they Ilttnin and Illaintain only through the will of the 

electorate. 

PENSIUNS ."-~D RETIREMEKT-PERS, TPAF, UTHER 
I 

, Provides that membl!l's of the Legislature shall be entitled to death 
l 

benefits provided unuer P~JHS without proof of insurability. 



SENATE, No. 3213
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCv~DAPRIL 23, 1987
 

By Senators EWING, 'NEISS, HAINES, DIFRANCESCO, DUMONT,
 

DORSEY, HURLEY, GAGLIANO, McNAMARA, 

GORMLEY, GARIBALDI, and BASSANO 

BROWN, 

Referred to COlllmittee on State Govermuent and Federal and 

Interstate RelatlOJ!s and Veterans Affairs 

AN ACT concerning death henefits for members of the Legislature 

under the Public Employees' Retirement System and supple­

menting P. L. 1972, c. 167 (C. 43 :lflA-135 et seq.). 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

2 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

of Netv Jersey: 

1. A memlJer of the Legislature shall be entitled to the noncon­

tributory and contrihutory death benefits under the retirement 

system without proof of insuralJility. If contrilmtory death bene­

fits become lJayable with respect to the member, required contribu­

tions for allY period of service as a legislator which have not been 

paid shall be deducted from the benefit. 

2. This act sha]] take effec1 immediately and shall be retroactive 

to ,ranuary 8, 1974. 

STATEMENT 

This hill provide;, that memhers of the Legislature shall be en­

titled to the death benefits provided under the Public Employees' 

Retirement System without proof of insurability. Since January 

8,1974, all legislators are required to participate in PERS. The law 

governing PERS requires proof of insurability for death benefits 

when a person applies for membership if the person is 60 years of 

age or older, or more than one year has elapsed from the date the 

person was required or was eligible to enroll. The reason for the 
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one-year requirement is to avoid "death-bed" selections against 

the retirement system. Tbis situation would not arise with respect 

to legislators. They occupy a special position in the public sector 

which they attain and maintain only through the will of the 

electorate. 

PENSIONS AND RETIREMENT-PERS, TPAF, OTHER 

Provides that members of the Legislature shall be entitled to death 

benefits provided under PERS without proof of insurability. 



ASSEMBLY STATE GOVERNMENT COM:J\1JTTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 3213 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: NOVE::\iBER 16, 1987 

The Assembly State Government Committee reports favorably Senate 

Bill No. 3213. 

This bill provides that a member of the Legislature shall be en­

titled to coverage for both noncontributory and contributory death 

benefits under the Public Employees' Retirement System without 

having furnished satisfactory evidence of insurability. If contributory 

death benefits become payable with respect to the member, required 

contributions for any period of service as a legislator which have not 

been paid shall be deducted from the benefit. 

The bill's provisions shall be retroactive to January 8, 1974, which 

is the date on which all legislatOl's were required to participate in 

PERS. 



SENATE STATE GOVERNMENT AND FEDERAL AND
 
INTERSTATE RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS
 

COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 3213 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: JUNE 11, 1987 

The Senate State Government Committee reports favorably Senate 

Bill No. 3213. 

This bill provides that a member of the Legislature shall be entitled 

to the noncontributory and contributory death benefits under the Public 

Employees' Retirement System without having furnished satisfactory 

evidence of insurability. If contributory death benefits become payable 

with respect to the member, required contributions for any period of 

service as a legislator which have not been paid shall be deducted from 

the benefit. 

This act shall be retroactive to January 8, 1974. That is the date 

that all legislators were required to participate in PERK 



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
 
NEWS RELEASE
 

CN-001 TRENTON, N.J. 08625 
Contact: CARL GOLDEN Release: MON .• DEC. 14, 1987 

609-292-8956 OR 292-6000 EXT. 207 

Governor Thomas H. Kean today signed legislation to permit members of the 

State Legislature to obtain life insurance under the Public Employees' 

Retirement System without furnishing proof of insurability. 

The legislation. S-3213, was sponsored by Senator John Ewing, R-Somerset, 

and has the effect of paying insurance benefits to the widow of State Senator 

Walter E. Foran of Hunterdon County. who died in December of 1986. At the 

time of his death. Foran was not enrolled in the life insurance system. 

The estimated insurance benefit to his widow is $75,000. 

# # # # 
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