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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
IXTROOt"C'EO ~f.Hf('J1 10, 1986 

By Rf'lIIltor OAOLTAXO 

Reff'rrf'cl to {'mlUuittf'" Oil T~du~8tioll 

AN At'T c.~011cerllill~ hourd" of edul'ution und revisin~ INlrts of the 

Statutory La,,". 

n.~ IT .:NACTEll by t"(' 8e,,4if' and Ge,,~,.tJl Assembly of tlte Statl'! 

...J of New Jersey: 

1. No J. K 18A :~18 is amended to real as follows: 

....) 18A:~18. 1'lIe lIlemhers 01' the board of education of the original 

:1 district shall continue in office ns members of HUch distriC!t until 

~ tI... f'rt!lltiulI or Ow IIf'W district aud the mcmoon; of said hoard who 
;) rc.·sid.. ill til(' nf"" di8trif"t shull nlKo he members of the first hoard 

fi 01' t·,IUt'lllioll of t hf' lIew district anti tbuse wll,; ,10 lIot I't'side the-rein 

; shull niNO he memh"rli of th" firRt board of oou«'..ation of the remain

M ing district. 'l'hey shall eOlztinue to serve as members of the 

!t board of education of the nl'W nnd remaining districts respecth'ely 

10 until tile expiration of the respective terms for which the}" were 

11 elet'ted as umOlher!' of the bcJard of education of the original district. 

12 Su~h uwube:r of additional Juembers of the first board of education 

13 of the new dis!: rict and of the remaining district as shall he re

14 quired to complete full membership tllereof, shall be appointed by 

15 tile county superintendent and tbeir suecessors shaU be elected at 
I Hi schonl electiuns of the districts, whieh shan be held at the sam.. timet 

17 liS thnt on whit'h !lu' anllual el(l(,'tion of the original district would~: 
IS hon· ht>eu h..ld ill th,· next sehool rear. The elected memhers of saidi

I 
~. 19 hoards slloll take offiee [upon the first Monday] at t'he orgtutw
lI, 20 li()JlQl 'fleeting succ"eding their election and the appointed mem~. 

21 bers sball eoutinue in office until said date.~ 
I 2. X. J. S. ISA :10-3 is amended to read as follows: 
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2 18A.:l0--3. Each board of education shall orgauizt> aUllually at a 

:l l'egular' IIll'etillg JwJd 1I0t Jater d18J1 at 8 p.lII. at "'hieh tinw uew 

4 I.lcmbe}'s shaH lUIF 'Jlfice: 

u. III tyl'(' I (Jistrietei Oil Muy Hi, 01' 011 the followilll; cIu)' if tbat 

(j day be SUllday j 

j h. Iu all type I I districts 011 any day of tile first or ."ec:oftd week 

S foUowiug the allllual schuol eJectioll. 

If the orgauizatioll ll1(letiug calillot hll.e plut'e 011 that da~' 1,,). 

10 rellSOIl of lu('k of u. quorum or f()t lUl~' oth(lr r,·usoll. ~uid lIIttt>tiug 

II shilll he Iwld '\'ithill t1ir"(l (ltly~ tlll'truftl·r. 

I 3. N.•J. K lsA :12-1;~ il' lUlIt!lItlc'd to read atl foIl0\\'8: 

IMA :J2-·1:tU at till' (·It·(,tion tilt' question of illl'rl'8sillg the 11I1'1lI

:$ ht'rship at" the Itourtl shull "(~ ad()l'h~d, thc meIllIK'rfdlil) of the hoard 

4 shull be i'II(~rNUwd IU'('ordill~ly a.q of the [Monday] org'lfuza,iQNal 
:i ,neeUng tlt~xt rollowill~ the IlI'xt aunual sellool rlection allrl the 

(j udditiOiMI 1Il(!mlJ(>rs shall be clpctoo at such anuual ~Jlool ..lection, 

; for tern,:s as follows: 

o. If th(· illereosl' is from tbree to five, two for three )'cars and 

!) onEI for two ~Oear8j 

tel h. If I ht· iu('rcRse is from three to se\'en, ,two for thrl~ yearK, 

11 Ollf" for twu ~O('nrs and one for one year; 

t:! t'. If tht' illt'reuse is from five to seven, one for three )'ears and 

13 olle for II tenll of either oue or 1\'"0 years, whichever is necessary 

14 to cause the terms of two members i..:. expire at each of the next 

15 two annuul school elections; 

16 d. If the incrf'-use is from allY other nWlIbl'r to lIine, for sucb 

17 terms 1101 O\"l~r Ulree years, as will as 800n as possible constitute 

IS a board of nine, with three-,year tem18 expiring, three each year. 

19 Each }Oear thforeafter successors to the members whose terms 

20 expire sllall be elected for three years. 

1 4. N. J, S. 18..\ :12-19 is amended to read as follows: 

2 18A :12--19. If at said elL>c1ion the question shall be adopted, the 

:J meml>ers of the board of education then ill office shall continue in 

4 offic(' unli I the expiration of their reslJootive ,terms and tllcreafter 

5 uutil the [first Monday] organizatiOfUll meeting following the next 

6 onll1l81 sehool election and their respective suooessors shall be 

/ elected by the legal voters of the district at such and (,~t".h following 

8 anuual s<!hool ejection to be held in the distric~ for tenus of 8ve 

9 years. 

1 5. N. Jo S. 18A:I3-10 is amended to read, as follows: 

2 18A:13-10. The board of education of each regional district aha1l 

3 provide fOT the holding of an annual school election for the regional 

4 district on the first Tuesday in April. 
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:') At such ('le('t iOIl tlw...' ,,~hu.n he electoo for, tenus. of thl'\'f! ~·t'an, 

(j beginuing 011 any dny of the first or second ~'el'k foUowiul; sUl"h 

.. ~le(!tiol1~ thp lllt)lllhl'r~ of tIlt) Tl'J!ionnl boards of edu tion 10 8ur<-('('ti 

S thol'(, lIIf'lIllll'rs of Ih,· "ourd Wh05l' tl'rllls shall (!xpire in that year, 

!l eXI'ellt Ill' il' ill this (·hllptt·r JJro\"ill(~r1 for th.. eledioll or th.. first 

10 (!leetl·(1 1II"llIllI'r~ of tllf' hOllrd. 

1 6. N..J. K lh"\ :]:~I~is 1IlJ1fllllle(1 tn rf'~ll IlS followM: 

18A :13-12. TllP IlfmnJ shull holtl u rl':.rtllar 1I11·(·tin~ forthwith 

3 after its Iirs~ :q.• pOilllllll>nt, anti I\JlIlIllllly ther(!uft,·r 011 allY (lay 

4 of th.. first 0" .'I'f'~"d "'('(Ok followi II~ the tlllllUll1 s(·hool .·It·.·\ jon. at 

a which it !'hall 'J ..'~allize 'by HII' (·Iection, from 11I1l01l~ it~ 1l\t'IIlIIl·r8. 

Ii l)f tl l'fl!sidt'Jd a 1<1 "i.", pre~itll'llt, who :;lIa11 s..r\"t~nllti' the orJ!an, 
l

7 iZlltioll JIll'I·ti IIg III-xt ~\l(o('ppdi n~ the p!l·ction of t hpir n~l!llt~ti\'.· 

1'1 su('cessors us lJlo'l1Ibers of the hourd. Tf any honn' "hnll fnil to 

!l orgallize within ::uid [wcf'k] flt'o 1l'r(>ks, the count~· :<1I)ll'rillt"lI,I"nt 

10 of the {'oullty. or thp ('oullty l'u}lHintl'llllf'llts of the l'oullti.'l', ill 

11 which the ('Ollst ,humt dil'tril'ts ar.. silunt.., l'hnll RJlJlOillt. from 

I:.! amollg IIw 1IU'1II1l(Or~ of the hm1l'tl. n 1)J ...~irlefit alit' vi('l! pf"sidt!nt 

I:l to s('rve until tll' Or~lllli7.11tioll IIIf't'tillJ:' lIext Im('('ptltlillJ,t niP llext 

14 election. 

1 7. SectiOIl 2 of P. L. 1970, c. 30.; (C. 18A :13-9.2) IS amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 2. In the ('\'ellt tlmt such n rpsolutioll is adopted and approved, 

-i the ternu; of tlw present memh..fs of the re~iollal board whose 

;) tenns "'ouM tern:illnte ill tlw yf'ar of said ele('tion shall bl"' COII

6 tilmed ulltil the [first MOlula)'] orgafl,izalio-II ""'dillg ",hid....Iuul 

j be l&eld dur;)/g tll,~ first 0" second week after said spf'cial eleet ion 

S at which tiJ'le t'.Je board shall organize pursuant to sf>Ctiou 

!) 18A :1~12 of'
j 

th.. ~e\\" Jersev
• 

Statutes Ll.ud the tenus of the mem

10 bers elected in said electioll shall commence. The powers of the 

11 presellt hoard slmll cOlltimw unnltered \llltil said [first !\Iollda)'] 

12 organizatiQnal IIu·..titlg after said special election. "~ach sueh new 

13 memher shall serve for the unexpired term only. 

'1 8. This aet shall take effect inunediately. 

STATEMENT 
This bill allows ·listrict boards of edueation to organize on any 

da)' durillg the first two weeks following the anJlual ~ool election. 

Under current law, boards must organize during the week follow

ing the election. Failure to do so results in the organization of 

the hoard by the County Superintendent of Schools (N. J. S. 
18A:l~12). 



Sinc(l tile lia! (> 01 tilt' lllmual s('hool elertioll W88 ..11I111,,-"(>d from 

February to April, the r(~quirenll'lJt that the boar')1i of ,aclueatioll 

must orgulli~(· withill one \\'(·t'k IIUN ("reuted dUfJeulties, bc.'t'8.UIie tilis 

often (!oiJl('ideto with relil-doUK ltolida)<s or with Sprilllt 1'eCC'B8. 

CUl'reut Ill\\' Jl"rmits un adjulitJ1lt>ut of the eleetioll date if that 

coincides wit It :1 I)('riocl of rc·li",';oUR ••hsenanee (P, L. 198.1, c. 63. 

e. 18A:14-2.1). hut elm's not addrp8S the problE'1U of tilt' ol'J:llniza

tion of th(! IMllLrd. 

The tWII \\'1,('1" ppriod will pro\'id(! ftexihilit)· to tht> boards, wllill' 

not cr('athl,~ a h'll~thy iJlterre~nuDl. Currently type l ..hOoI boarel 

members Me' llpJloiutet! bet\\'ef>ll April 1 and April 15, but do lIot 

eOWDlonet· tlu·ir t(,flll uutil Alay 16. 

•~Dl·(, ATIOX-G r~~ERAL 

Allows el('l'te,1 hoards of f>llucation to ofganize ou Iluy da~' during 

the first two w(leks following the allllual sehool election. 
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5 At such election there shall be elected for terms of three years, 

6 beginning on any day of the first or seoond week following such 

7 election, the members of the regional boards of education to succeed 

8 those members of the board whose terms shall expire in that year, 

9 except as is in this chapter provided for the election of the first 

10 elected members of the board. 

1 6. N. J. S. 18A :13-12 is amended to read as follows: 

2 18A :13-12. The board shall hold a regular meeting forthwith 

3 after its first appointment, and annually thereafter on any day 

4 of the first or second week following the annual school election, at 

5 which it shall organize by the election, from among its members, 

6 of a president and vice president, who shall serve until the organ

7 ization meeting next succeeding the election of their respective 

8 successors as members of the board. If any board shall fail to 

9 organize within said [week] two weeks, the county superintendent 

10 of the county, or the county superintendents of the counties, in 

11 which the constituent districts are situate, shall appoint, from 

12 among the members of the board, a president and vice president 

13 to serve until the organization meeting next succeeding the next 

14 election. 

1 7. Section 2 of P. L. 1970, c. 305 (C. 18A:13-9.2) is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 2. In the event that such a resolution is adopted and approved, 

4 the terms of the present members of the regional board whose 

5 terms would terminate in the year of said election shall be con

6 tinued until the [first Monday] organization meeting which shall 

7 be held during the first or second week after said special election 

8 at which time the board shall organize pursuant to section 

9 18A :13-12 of the New Jersey Statutes and the terms of the mem

10 bel's elected in said election shall commence. The powers of the 

11 present board shall continue unaltered until said [first Monday] 

12 organization,al meeting after said special election. Each such new 

13 member shall serve for the unexpired term only. 

1 8. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill allows district boards of education to organize on any 

day during the first two weeks following the annual school election. 

Under current law, boards must organize during the week follow

ing the election. Failure to do so results in the organization of 

the board by the County Superintendent of Schools (N. J. S. 

18A:13-12). 
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Since the date of the annual school election was changed from 

February to April, the requirement that the boards of education 

must organize within one week has created difficulties, because this 

often coincides with religious holidays or with Spring recess. 

Current law permits an adjustment of the election date if that 

coincides with a period of religious observance (P. L. 1983, c. 63, 

C. 18A :14-2.1), but does not address the problem of the organiza

tion of the hoard. 

The two week period will provide flexibility to the boards, while 

not creating a lengthy interregnum. Currently type I school board 

members are appointed between April 1 and April 15, but do not 

commence their term until May 16. 

EDUCATION-GENERAL 

Allows elected boards of education to organize on any day during 

the first two weeks following the annual school election. 



SENATE EDUCATION COMl\HTTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SEN ATE, No. 1945 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: FEBRUARY 26, 1987 

The Senate Education Committee favorably reports this bill. 

This bill wouLd permit boards of education in type II school districts 

to organize on any day during the first two weeks following the annual 

school election. Current law requires that the organizational meeting 

occur during the first week. 

In 1978, the date of the annual school election was changed from the 

second Tuesday in February to the first Tuesday in April (P. L. 1978, 

c. 136, N. J. S. 18A:14-2). This new election date caused some diffi

culties when it coincided with the time of religious observances. In 

1983, a new law (P. L. 1983, c. 63, C. 18A :14-2.1) authorized the Com

missioner of Education to adjust the school budget and election 

calendar if a conflict arose with religious observanees. That law did 

not contain a provision for modifying the date of the organization of 

the school board following the election. 

This bill would provide districts greater flexibility in the scheduling 

of their organizational meeting. 
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