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ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR
 

ASSEMBLY, Noo 3374 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 19, 1987 

Sponsored by Assemblywoman KALIK 

AN ACT concerning workers' compensation coverage for certain 

volunteer and professional public safety and law enforcement 

personnel and supplementing Title 34 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 *[1. a. Section 3 of P. L. 1979, c. 283 (C. 34 :15-7.2) shall not 

2 apply to any cardiovascular or cerebral vascular injury or death 

3 occurring' to an individual covered by subsection b. of this section if 

4 that injury or death occurs while the individual is responding, under 

5 orders from a competent authority, to a law enforcement, public 

6 safety or medical emergency as defined in subsection c. of this 

7 section. For any cardiovascular or cerebral vascular lllJury or 

8 death wllich occurs to an individual covered by this section, while 

9 that individual is engaged in a response to an emergency, there 

10 shall be a rebuttable presumption that the lllJury or death was 

11 compensable under R. S. 34 :15-1 et seq.]* 

11A *1. a. For any cardiovasmdar or cerebral vascular injury or 

11B death which occurs to an individual covered by subsection b. of 

11e this section while that individual is engaged in a response to an 

11D em.ergency, there shall be a rebuttable presumption that the inJury 

liE or death is compensable under R. S. 34:15-1 et seq., if that -injury 

I1F or death OCC'llrS wh-ile the ind-ividual is responding, under orders 

11G from cornpetent authority, to a law enforcement, publi.c safety or 

llH ntedical emer'gency as defined in subsection c. of this section.* 

12 b. This section shall apply to: 

13 (1) Any permanent or temporary member of a paid or part ­

14 paid fire or police department and force;
 

15 (2) Any member of a volunteer fire company;
 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 

Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows: 
*-Assembly amendment adopted September 10, 1987. 
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16 (3) Any member of a volunteer first aid or rescue squad; and 

17 (4) Any special, reserve, or auxiliary policeman doing volunteer 

18 duty. 

19 c. As used in this section, "law enforcement, public safety or 

20 medical emergency" means any combination of circumstances re­

21 quiring immediate action to prevent the loss of human life, the 

22 destruction of property, or 'the violation of the criminal laws of 

23 this State or its political subdivisions, and includes, but is not 

24 limited to, the suppression of a fire, a firematic drill, the appre­

25 hension of a criminal, or medical and rescue service. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

WORKERS' AND UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 

Expands workers' compensation protection for fire, police, and 

other emergency personnel. 



103 lic fire duty, acting in the line of dtlty, or public first aid or rescue 

104 squad duty, as the same are defined in this section, at the request 

lOG of the chief or acting chief of a fire company or the president or 

106 person in charge of a first aid or rescue squad for the time being. 

107 Nothing herein contained shall be construed as affecting or 

108 changing in any way the provisions of any statute providing for 

109 sick, disability, vacation or other leavc for public employee:;; or any" 

110 provision of any retirenwllt or peJJsion fund provided by law. 

1 2. (New section) Section 3 of P. L. 1979, c. 283 (0.34 :15-7.2) 

2 shall not apply to any cardiovascular or cerebral vascular injury or 

3 death resulting therefrom if that injury or death occurs to a 

4 permanent or temporary member of a paid or part-paid fire or 

5 police department and force and if that injury or death occurs to 

6 the member while he is acting in the line of duty. Any cardio­

7 vascular or cerebral vascular injury or death resulting therefrom 

8 which occurs to such member while he is acting in the line of duty 

9 shall be compensable. 

1 3. This aet shall take effect immediately. 

\
Gtt9!IJGt:9RS STA'rEMENT 

'ehis bin relieves volunteer and professional firefighters and 

police officers as well as volunteer rescue, first aid, and ambulance 

squad members from the burden of proof ill workers' compcnsa­

tion law which requires these officers and all workers to prove that 

their cardiovascular and cerehral vascular injuries or deatbs are 

directly and specifically related to their actions in the line of duty 

before those injuries or deaths call be compensated under tIle 

State's vvorhrs' compensation law (R S. 34 :15-1 et seq. ) Under 

the llill, any cardiovascular or cerebral vascular illjury or death 

that accurs to a police officer, firefighter, or emergency squad mem­

ber acting in the line of duty would be compensable merely if that 

injury or death occurred while the officer, firefighter, or member 

was acting in the line of duty. 

'YOHKERS' AND UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 

Expands workers' cmllp. protection for fire, police, and cmergency 

]Wl'sonne1. 



ASSEJ\.IBLY LABOR COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO
 

At;~EMBLY l\)?lL\JlT1'l<~E t; UBS'l'l TUTl<] l<~OR
 

ASSEIHBLY, No. :3374 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: FEBRUARY 19, 1987 

Tbe ~\ssemhly Labor Committee reports favorahly this Assemblv 

Committee Substitute for Assembly Bill No. 3374. 

'rhe su11stitute relieYes firefiQ'bters, police officers, ana rescue, first 

aid and ambulance sqnad volunteers. or tbeir beneficiaries, from the 

hurden of proving that their cardiontscular and cerebral vascular in­

juries or deatbs are directly and specifically related to tbeir actions in 

the line of duty before those injuries or deaths can be deemed com­

pensable uncleI' the workers' compensation act (R. S. 34:15-1 et seq.). 

Any cardioyascular or cerebral vascular injury or death tbat occurred 

to a police officer, firefighter, or emergc>ncy squarl member would be 

deemed cumpensable under this hill if the injury or deatb occurred 

wbile t11e officer. firefighter. or emer,gency squad member was engaged 

in a response to an emen:::ency, under oroers from competent autbority, 

and if the insurer cannot sbow that tbere is no direct connection be­

tween tbe actions of the officer, firefighter, or emergency squad memher 

and his injuries or death. Cardiovaseular and cerebral vascular in­

juries or (leaths "which occur to the;;;e per"ons outside of the circum­

stances iclentifiecl in the bill would be compensaHe only if the victim 

or bis beneficiaries could TJrove that the injury or death was directly 

and specifically related to the 'work effort inyolved in the performance 

of tbe seryice covered by the workers' compensation act. 



SENATE LABOR, INDUSTRY AND PROFESSIONS
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEME:\'r TO 

ASS E1\1 BLY, No. 3374 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRI~ T] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: DECEMBER 14, 1087 

This bill relieves firefighters, police officers, and rescue, first ald anu 

ambulance squad volunteers, or their beneficiaries, from the burden 

of proving that their cardiovascular and cerebral vascular illjurics or 

deaths are directly and specifically related to their adions in the line 
01 • 

of duty before those injuries or deaths can be deemed compensalJle 

under the "workers' compensation act," R. S. 34 :15-1 et seq. Any 

cardiovascular or cerebral vascular injury or death that occurred to 

a police officer, firefighter, or emergency squad member would be deemed 

compensable under this llill if the injury or death occurred while thp 

officer, firefighter, or emergency squad mc'mber 'was engaged in a re­

sponse to an emergency, under onlers from competent authority, and 

if the employer or insurer call1lOt show that there is no direct connec­

tion between the actions Df the officer, firefighters, or emergency squad 

member and his injuries or death. Cardiovascular and cerebral yascular 

injuries or deaths which occur to these persons outside of the circum­

stances identified in the bill would he compensa lile only if the victim 

or his beneficiaries could prove that the injury or death was directly 

and specifically related to the work effort involved in the performallre 

of the sen-ice cOH~red by the "'workers' compensation act." 
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\ A5SL\mLY Amendments
S~P 10 19M <r'roposed b~ Assembl\man 

Ka\ anau~h) 

U	 tL'f>t"or1t. 
,-\:,sembl \ Ri II No. 3374 :\CS'5t.? }.0 \S~l (Sp,\nsored b,' Assembl.w.oma;"Kalik) 

Amend: 

Page Sec. line 

I-I I	 l'mit in entiret\; in~('1t "I.a. ror any cardio\'ascular or 

cL'let-ral \ascular injun t)r death \\hich occurs to an 
I.' 
~-.	 ~l--

incii\ idu:d cm t'l~d t-~ subt>ctiL'n b. of this sectit)n \\'hile 

th::it indi\ Idual IS enF:al;~d In a respunse tL' an 

em(,l'genc\, there shall t-e a rebuttable presumptit1n 

that the iniur~' or death is comF-'t..'nsablc under ".S. 
6V 

34: 15-1 et seq., if that injur~ [',r death pccurs \1'hilt> the 

indi\ idual is respunding, under ordt'rs from cumpetent 

authl'rity, to a la\1: enforcement, public safet\' or 
c1<­

medical emergency as defined in subsection c. "f this 

sec t iun." 

::'T-\ TE\\[\:T 

This am0ndment rem,'\ t..'S fn'm tllt' bill a pro\'ision 

which clearl\ t'v'mrts the emer,=;enc\-r('lated injuries 

or dea1.hs t'f pl.'l icc officers, firefi~hters, and 

enwr,:enc\ pt:'r~llnnel frum the burden ,II pJ\·"f 
~ 

l'stat-lished in '.,l.S.-\. 3.. :15-7.2. l:nd('r that "t"C1.I,·n ·'1 



'\mend: 

Page Sec. Line 

., , 
-\SSC\\RL Y -\mendments . 'i 

' 

(rn'p.)~t'd 1::-." ASSembl)man 
K3\ anauxh) 

-~ ')' 

to 

AssembI\ flill Nu. »)7If '\C~ 

(Sp..msored b\ Assemt>h\1uman K:il ih) 

cardio\ ascuJar or cere'bral \ascular iniur~ or deal h \1'35 

nClt producpd b\ the \I.'ork effort or strain imul\ in;; a 

suhtant ial condition, e\'ent or happening in e:-;cess of 

the \I.(':.ir and tear of the claimarlt's dail~' li\'ing and 

thot the \\'l)rk erroft or strain in reasonable m(ldical 

pr,)babilit\ did nut cause the cardiovascular PI' cen'br::l1 
, ",. 

\'ascular injur,\ or death. The amendmpnt ah,' 

cstablishf;S a l't'butt::ible presumption that th~ 

emf'r"';f'nc\ -related injun or death is cnmpens3blc. 

Thi~ is in c,'nflict \l.ith e:-;isting 13\\' \\hlch requi!'('s th'-'_ 

,' 

or dl?3ths. 
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