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SEN ATE, No. 2090 

STATE' OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODlJCED ~{AY 5, 1986 

By Senator HAINES 

Referred to Committee 011 Natural Re!lQurces and Agriculture 

AN ACT concerning the llibclillg of certain agricultural seeds and 

amending P. L. 19Ei3, c. 29. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the S,enate and Gel1eral Assembly 01 the State 

2 of New Jersey': 

1 1. Section 3 of P. L. 1963, c. 29 (C. 4:8-17.15) is amended. to 

2 read as follows: 

3 3. Each container of .1l~ricultural, vegetable, ftower, tree and 

4, shrub seeds which is sold, offered for sale, or eilPosed for sale, 

5 or transported within this State fOl' sowing purposes shall bear 

6 thereon or have attadWd thereto or in Ii oollspieuous place on the 

7 exterior of the container a plainly .written or printed label or tag 

8 in the English language, in legible type or in script specifying: 

9 (a) For all seeds: 

10 (1) The name and address of the person who labeled said seed, 

11 or who sells, offers for sale, exposes for sale within this State. 

12 (b) For agricultural seeds (except for lawn and turf seed as 

13 provided in (c»: 

14 (1) Commonly accepted name, in the order of its predominance, 

15 of the kind or' kind and variety, of each agricultural seed com­

16 ponent in exce~s of 5% of the whole, and the percentage by weight 

17 of each, provided that, if the variety of those kinds labeled as to 

18 variety in rules and regulations of this State or the federal goy­

19 ernment is not stated 011 the label, the label shall show the name or 

20 the kind and the words, " Variety Not Stated. It JirYbrids shall be 

21 labeled as hybrids. Whero more than one component is required 

22 to be named, the word "mixture" or the word "maedlt shall be 

23 shown conspicuously on the label. 
M.... prialed Ia ItaDa 111., .............. 
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24 (2) Lot' number or other lot IdentifieatioD.
 

25 (3) Origin (Statl' 01' forei~n country), if known, of alfalfa, red
 
I 

26 clovel' and field COI'11 (ex(!ept hy hrid corn). If the origin is WI· 

27 known, tb~l fact shall be ,.;tated. 

28 (4) Perecnta~e by weight of 1111 weed seeds. 

29 (5) The name and rate of occurrence per pound of eacb kind of 

30 restricted noxious wHed slwd prl~sent. 

31 (6) Percentage by wC!ight of agricultural ~eeds (which may be 

32 designated as "crop Heeds") other than those required to be 

33 named on I tl;le label 

34 .(7) Percentage by weight of inert matter. 

35 (8) For each named ugricultural seed: 

36 (A) Perccnta~(1 of germination, exclusive of hard Meed. 

37 (B) Percent/iKe of hurd lH.'cds, if present. 

38 (e) The (mlC'Jldur mouth and year the test WILH cOlllpletod 

39 to determine ~mch pOI·cpntuge. Follo",ing (A) and (B) the 

40 "total germination and hard sHed" may be stated as such, 

41 if degired. 
" 

42 (9) FOl' seeds pluced in a gennination mediwn, mat, tape or
 

43 other device in such Ii way as to make it 4if1icult to determine
 

44 the quantity of seed without removing it from the medium. mat,
 

45 tape 01' device, tlle minimum number of seeds per square foot
 

46 shall be indicated,
 

47 (c) For lawn and lurf seed ,Ilnd mixture ;,of that seed:
 

48 (1) The commonly accepted Diame of the kind or kind and vari­


49 ety, or both, of each agricultural seed component in excess of 5.0%
 

50 of the whole and the percentage by weight of pure seed of each.
 

51 (A) For mixtures the word "mixed" or "mixture" shall
 

52 be stated with the name of the mixture on the principal dis­


53 play panels; and
 

54 (B) For mixtures, all components shall be listed in the
 

55 order of their predominance and in col1JlDll&l' form. Percent­


56 ages shall be listed under headings "Pure Seed" and "Ger­
\ 

57 mination or Germ."
 

58 (2) PeIcentage by weight of all agricultural seed except tbol!ie
 
" , 

59 required to be named on the label and which shall be desipated 

60 "crop seed." If the mixture eontains no other crop seed, the 

61 following statement may be used on the label"ContaiDs No Other 

62 Crop Seeds." 

63 (3) Percentage by weight of' all weed seeds. Muimum weed 

64 seed content shall not exceed 1~ by weight. 

65 (4) Percentage by weight of inert matter "shall not exeeed 15% 
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66 by weight. Fo,reign material not common to grus seed sball IlOt
 

67 be added.
 

68 (5) Lot nur'lber 01' othe" lot identification.
 
t 

fiH (6) Nauw ~,nd rllte of occurrence per pound of each kind of 

70 rCfltr'ictetl Jloxiou~ w(!I,d "end prCslmt HRted uD~r the bc,ading 

71 "Noxiou! Weed Seeds, " 0,. "TJndesinzble Gro.tJ8 ,fJeeds" or as other. 

72 wise ,~pecifietl by rule 0" ,.egulation oldopted 'by tlie State Board of 
73 A.qriculture. 

74 (7) TIle porclmtll~(' of' ~(Jrminlltionl, f!Xell1live of hard seed; harcl 

75 Hoed. if present, antl tlw ('alendur lIlonth and year that the germi. 

76 nation test WfR completeo. If a Rin:detest date is used, it sball 

77 be that of the oldest tested componlmt. 

78 (8) Net weight. 

79 (d) For ve~etablc ~eedM in containers of Olle poDd or Ius: 

SO (l) Name of kind anel variety of' seed. 

81 (2) For seed~ which ~el,ninate more than the standard lut 

R2 established by thE' rule!': llnd regulations under this act. 

83 (A) The year fol' which packeted or put liP, provided that 
l' 

84 the wordl~ "packed for" shall l~recede the year, or the per­

85 centagc of germination and the month and 'year the test wall 

86 completed to dctennine such percentage. 

87 (3) For seeds which ~rminate loss thaD the. ltandard list ... 

88 t&b1isbed by the rules and regulations under this act: 

89 (A) Percentage of germination, exc11l8ive of bard seed; 

~IO (B) Percentage of hard seed if present; 

91 (C) The calendar month and ~rear the test W88 completed to 

92 determine such pereentaecres; 

93 (D) Tbe words "below standard" in not less tJum 8-poiBt 

94 type. 

95 (4) For seeds placed in a germination medium, mat, tape or 

96 other device .. in such a way to makE! it difficult to determine the 

97 quantity of seed without removing it the label must bear a state­

98 ment to indicate the minimum number of seeds in the container. 

99 (5) Lot id'sntification, !-iuch 8S by 110t number or other means. 

100 (6) For s/:eds without an established germination standard in 

101 the rules and re~ulations pl'olDulgated under the'New Jersey State 

102 Seed Law (Revision of' 1963), P. L. 1963, Co 29 (C. 4:S-17.13 

103 8t seq.) : 

104 (A) Percentage of germinatiolll, exclu~ of bard 181d; 

105 (B) Percentage of hard seed, if prel8Dt;r.d 

106 (C)'T:beealendar month and year th. ~ waa completed 

101 . to determine the percentages. 



108 (e) For vegetable /lceds in containers of more than one pound: 

109 (1) The I name of each kind and variety pre",ent in excess of 

110 5% and th~ percentage by weight of ~ach, 
,; 

III (2) Lot fnumber or other lot identification, 
• 

112 (3) For'leacb named vegetable seed: 

113 (A) The percentage ofgennination, exclusive of hard seed; 

114 (B)' The pereentag-e of hard seed if pre~ent; 

115 (0) Tbe cnlendul' mouth nnd year the test was completed 

116 to determine sucb percl'ntagos, 

117 Following (A) and (B) the "total gennination and bard 

118 seed" may be stated as Much if desired. 

119 (4) ThellabelinA" requiremcnt!! tor vegetable seeds in containerR 

120 of more than one pound shull h., d('f>med to have been met if t,be 

121 seed is weighed from a properly labeled container in the presence 

122 of the purchaser, 

123 (f) For flower seeds in contaiiners intended for use in home 

124 gardens or household planting or in preplanted containers, mats, 

125 tapes, or otber planting de\ices: 

126 (1) For all kinds of flower seeds: 

127 (A)~ The name of the kind and variety or Ii statement of 

128 type and performance charllcteristics as prescribed in the 

129 rules and regulations promulgated under the provisions of this 

130 act; 

131 (B) The calendar month and year see4 was tested or the 

132 year for which the seed was packaged; and 

133 (0) The name and address of the person who labeled said 

134 seed, 01' who sells, offers, or exposes said seed for sale within 

135 this State. 

136 (2) For seeds of those kinds for which standard testing pro­

131 cedures are prescribed and which germinate lees than the germi­

138 nation standard last established under the rules and regulations 

139 of this act: 

140 (A) The precllntage of germination exclusive of hard seed; 

141 (B) The words "below stlludardu in not less than 8-point 

142 type. 

143 (3) For seeds placpd in a germination medinm, mat, tape, or 

144 other dewce in such a way as to make it difficult to determine the 

145 quantity of seed without removing the seeds from the medinm, 

146 mat, tape,or device, a statement to indicate the minimum nomber 

147 of seeds in the container, 

148 (4) For seeds without an established ge~tion standard in 

149 the rules and regulations under, the New ~~1 Seed Law (Be­

150 vision of 1963), P. L. 1963, c. 29 (C. ';:8-1.7~it seq.): 
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151 (A) Percentage (If g('rtl'lIn~tion. cxclui'>i\'e of bard seed i 

152 (B) Percentagf' ,,1' h",,.if ~eed, if nrf,9~~t; lUld 
I 

153 (V) The calenolL '·,{;~ith and y",i ':.>. test was completed 
r
 

154 to determine the per{,l'ntR~{,R.
 

155 (g) ~"or flo~:er seedH in l'olltninerH other tban tboac intended for
 

156 use in home gardens OJ' housellllld planting, preplanted containers,
 

157 mats, tapes, or othel' plnnt ing I\..dnf's as Ilf'scribed in the rules and
 

];)8 regulations:
 

159 (1) The name or tlw killll aJl(I val'i(~ty or a statement of type
 

160 and performance ehanH't('l'!..:t IN; as JiI'i~Rt'ribed in rulas and re~·
 

161 lations promnlgated tmd&l thl' provislt"ns of this act:
 

162 (2) The lot number 01' other lot idclutification;
 

163 (3) The caJemdar month and yuar that tbe seed was tested;
 

164 (4) The name and addl'(!HH of tJle person who labeled Haid sced
 

lli!> or who sells, offers, or exposl'Io\ said Hced! for sale within this Stull- j 

166 and,
 
Hi7 (5) For thosc kinds of i'm~dH for which stundard teRting prll'
 

Hi8 cedurcs al'e pre!lcribed hy the rule!' and reg-ulation,,:
 

Hi!} (A) The percentage of germinatIon exclusive of hard seC'l!:
 

lill (B) Th"e percentage of hard "eed, if present.
 

1i1 (h) For agl;icultural Reeds that are eoB.ted:
 

172 (1) Percentage of pur(' sl'cds with cClating material removed,
 

173 (2) Percentage of conting material Rllall be shown as a separate
 

174 item in close association with the percentage of inert matter.
 

175 (3) Percentage of gennination shaH be determined on 400 pellets
 

176 with or without seeds.
 

177 (4:) hi addition to the provision!' of tbis subsection, labeling ot"
 

178 agricultural seeds that are coated shall comply with the requi reo
 

179 ments ot' subsections (a), (b) and (c) of this section.
 

IHO (i) For tree and shrub seeds:
 

181 (l) Common name of the Rpecies of seed, and,' if appropriate
 

182 the subspecies,
 

183 (2) The scientific name of the genus und species and, if appTO­
# 

184 printe, the subspeeie13.
 

185 (3) Lot number or other lot identification.
 

186 (4) Origin~
 

187 (A) F(\r seed collected from a predominently indigenous
 

188 stand, the area of collection given by latitude and longitude,
 

189 or geographic description, or political subdivision such as
 

190 state OJ;' county j and
 

191 (B) F~r seed collected from other than ~ predommeutly
 

192 indigenous stand, the area of collection a~ ~ origin of the
 

193 stand or state" Origin Not IndigenoQ8."
 



194 (5) T~e elevation of tbp upper and lower limits of elevatiom
 

195 within whicb tbe seed was coUcelted.
 

196 (6) Pu,'l'ity as a percentage of pure seed by weight.
 
I 

197 (7) Fate those species £'or which standard germination testiDg 

198 procedures are preslcl'ihed by the State Seed Analyst, the follow. 

199 ing: 

200 (A) Percentage germination exclusive of hard seed; 

201 (B) P~l'centage of bard sl1!ed, if pregent; aDd 

202 (C) The calcndal'month and year the!test was completed to 

203 determine the rlcrcentu~es. 

204 III lieu ,0f the provisions of subparagrapbs (A), (R), and (C) of 

205 this paragraph, the seed lllay he labeled, if <appropriate, "Test is 

206 in process, results will be suppli(!d. upon request." 

201 (8) For those species for wbieh standard germination testing 

208 procedures have not been prescribed by the State Seed Analyst 

209 tbe calendar year in which the se(!d was collected. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill would amend the law regulating the labeling, sale or 

transporting of agricultural or horticultural sceds. Specifically, 

the bill would permit tho label fOJ' lawn and'turf seeds to indicate 

the name and rate of occurrence per pound of each kind of noxious. ; 

weed seed present in the mix under the beading "Undesirable 

Grass Seeds," or under another beading adopted by regulatioJl. 

Currently the required label is "Noxious Weed Seeds." This 

amoo.dment is consistent with a recommendation of the Northeast 

Association of State Departments of Agriculture. 

AGRICULTURE 

Amends the law regulating the labeling, sale or 1ra:nBportiDg of 
agricultural or horticultural seed. 
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194 (5) The elevation of the upper and lower limits of elevations
 

195 within which the seed was collected.
 

196 (6) Purity as a percentage of pure seed by weight.
 

197 (7) For those species for which standard germination testing
 

198 procedures are prescribed by the State Seed Analyst, the follow­


199 ing:
 

200 (A) Percentage germination exclusive of hard seed;
 

201 (B) Percentage of hard seed, if present; and
 

202 (C) The calendar month and year the test was completed to
 

203 determine the percentages.
 

204 In lieu of the provisions of subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C) of
 

205 this paragraph, the seed may be labeled, if appropriate, "Test is
 

206 in process, results will be supplied upon request."
 

207 (8) For those species for which standard germination testing
 

208 procedures have not been prescribed by the State Seed Analyst
 

209 the calendar year in which the seed was collected.
 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill would amend the law regulating the labeling, sale or 

transporting of agricultural or horticultural seeds. Specifically, 

the bill would permit the label for lawn and turf seeds to indicate 

the name and rate of occurrence per pound of each kind of noxious 

weed seed present in the mix under the heading "Undesirable 

Grass Seeds," or under another heading adopted by regulation. 

Currently the required label is "Noxious Weed Seeds." This 

amendment is consistent with a recommendation of the Northeast 

Association of State Departments of Agriculture. 

AGRICULTURE 

Amends the law regulating the labeling, sale or transporting of 

agricultural or horticultural seed. 



ASSEMBLY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND
 
AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 2090 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: JUNE 11, 1987 

This bill amends the law regulating the labeling of agricultural or 

hoIiticultural seeds to permit the label for lawn and turf seeds to 

indicate the name and rate of occurrence per pound of each kind of 

restricted noxious weed seed present in the mix under the heading 

" Undesirable Grass Seeds," or under another heading adopted by 

regulation. Currently, the required label is "Noxious Weed Seeds." 



SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES AND AGRICUI~TURE 

COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT rro 

SENATE, No. 2090 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DA~'ED: OCTOBER 20, lD86 

The ~('nate Natural Besources ~ll'd Agriculture Committee favorahly 

reported Senate Bill No. 2090. 

This bill \"ould amend the law rep;ulating the labeling, sale. or trans­

portin()' of agricnltnral or horticultural seeds. Specifically. the llin 

'''ould permit tlw lahel for lawn and turf seeds to indicate the lHt1ll1' 

and rate of occurrence per pound of each kind of restricted noxious 

weed sf~ed present in the mix under the heading "Undesirahle Grass 

Seeds," or under another heading adopted by regulation. Currently, 

the required label is "Noxious Weed Seeds." 'l'his amendment is COJl­

sisteilt \I:itlt a l'eeommelldaLioll of the Northeast Association of State 

Depurtm0lHS of Agrienlture. 
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