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SEN ATE, No. 2819 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED DECEMBER 18, 1986 

By Senators McMA~TJ:MON and BROWN 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary 

AN ACT conccrning the .Juvenile Delinquency Disposition Com­

mission and amending P. L. 1982, c. 77 and maldng an appropria­

tion. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 30 of P. L. 1982, c. 77 (C. 2A:4A-49) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 30. Juvenile Delinquency [Disposition] Commission. 

4 a. There is created a Juvenile Delinquency [Disposition] Com­

5 missioll of [17] -[2.2]" ·.21- membcrs consistill~ of tlle Goren/a,' 

6 or 1Ii,1I designee; two members of the SenatE:', no more than one of 

7 whom shall be of the same political party, appointed by the Presi­

8 dcnt of thll Sellatl'; two melllbm's of the Gcncral Assembly, no more 

9 than one of whom shall he of the same politieal p:lrty, appointed br 

10 the Speaker of the General Assembly: the Chief .Justice of the Su­

11 preme Court or his dE:'signee: -[a Famil!! Court Judge appointed 

12 by the ClIief .Justice;]" the Attorney General or his designee; the 

13 Public Advocate or his designee; thf> clJainnan of the State Parole 

14 Board or his designee; the Commissioner of the Department of 

15 Corrections or his designee; the Commissioner of the Department of 

16 Education or his designee; the Commissioner of the Department 

17 of HUlDsn Services or his designee; the President of the County 

18 Prosecutors Association of New Jersey, or his designee; the Presi· 

19 dent of the New .Jersey Association of Counties, or his designee; 

20 the Prcsidcnt of tile League of Municipalities, or lJis designee; the 

21 Commissioner of the Department of Health or his designee; aDd 

22 [three] five public members [to be], three of whom 1IJill be ap­
Esf'IAIlfAftOllf-Iftiler enelOHd In bnld"af'ed ....ae..et. [,hu.l In lhe .,",.e hlU 

I... eft8eted .lId I. Inlellded 10 be omlued In .h~ la•• 
M.ller 1'rillled Itt llalle. Ihu., I. lie- lIIaller• 

............ fa .......Ii. er ...... ht. heeII adopted •• lollawl, 
--!Mate ~llIee __meal. acfopIed ilardi '6, 1911. 
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23 pointed by tlle Governor, o'ne by the Presidellt 0/ the Se1Ulte and 

24 one by the Speaker 0/ the General Absembly. The legislative mem­

25 bers shall serve for terms coextensive with the,~r respective terms 

26 as a Olember of the House of the Legislature from which they are 

27 appointed and each public member shall serve for a term of three 

28 years. Members shall be eligible for reappointment to the com­

29 mission, and vacancies in the commission shall be filled in the same 

30 -manner- as the orlginal appointment, but for the unexpired tenu 

31 onl:r. TIll! members of the commission shall Herve without COIU­

32 pensatioTl, but shall be reimbursed for necessary expenses actually 

33 incurred in the performance of their duties nllder this a~t. The 

34 cOlJUnission l'lhal1 choose n chairman from amOT!!~ its membp,rs and 

35 appoint a secretary who need 110t he a member of the commission. 

36 h. It shall be the duty of the commission to study and review 

37 -the pr01Jisio1J,<1 of the It New Je1'sey Code of .luvenile Justice," 

38 P. L. 1982, c. 77 (C. 2.4.:4.4.-20 et seq.), P. L. 1982, c. 79 (C. 

39 2.A:4A-6o et seq.), P. L.1982, c. 80 (C. 2.4.:U-76 et seq.) and P. L. 

40 1982, c. 81 (C. 2..4 :4.A-70 et seq.) and- all aspects of the juvenile 

41 justice system [relating to the disposition of persons adjudged 

42 delinquent as provided in !lection 24 and section 25 of this act] 

43 with particular reference to delinque'lcy trelld,Y and dispositions. 

44 The commission shall compi.le, on a cOllnt)' by county basis, [the] 

45 individual case data ilncluding, but not limited to, in/ormation on 

46 the age, sex and race of court involved juveniles [receivinp: rlisposi­

47 tions], -and- the organization, availability and interrelationship 

48 of [dispositions behveen the Department of Corrections and thc 

49 Department of Human Services] services for court involved youth 

50 -[and the reasons for the utilization mu? effectiveness of the 

51 various dispositions and incarceration as a disposition]- purl'luant 

52 to procedures established by the Administrative Office of the 

53 Courts -[and other agencies as appropriate and an7lually report 

54 its findin,g's to the Governor and Legislature]- [18 mouths from 

55 the effective date of this act]. -The commission shall also stud~, 

56 t'he or,qanizatio1l., availability and in.te'1'relati(/ns1tip of ser·vices for 

57 court i,~volvetl youth, with particular reference to non-jUdicial 

58 services and analyze the reasons for and the effectivenesss of out­

00 come,; lind dispositions i1~ delinque'lIc1/ and deU'lquency related 

OOA ca!tt'.~,· T11is inforrnntion llhould hc revic1\'cd with the objective 0' 
59lJ ·[prlli1idin,q policy-makers at the State and 10calle1lel with on-,qo­

590 inn in/ormation ana assistance]- -reporfin,Q findi1l0S to tke 

590 Governor and Legislature on an· annual bl1sis- and developing, 

59s Where appropriate, guideline& 88 to the dillpositiolJ of ju,renilell 

D9I' adjudicated delinquent. The commission shall also proflide assi$. 
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590 tance to the Legislatu,,.e or its committees as may be required. The 

5911 commiss'jon s11all also act as a clearinghouse for improving co· 

591 orditlation. within the iuvenile iustice system and for di8seminating 

59J information and data relati,lg to its mandate. 

60 c. The commission shall be entitled to call to its assistance and 

61 avail itself of the services of such employees of the State and the 

62 political subdivisionll thereof as Urnay require and as may be 

63 available to it for said PU1'pose, to review information as may be 

64 required to fulfill its mandates and to employ snch professional, 

65 stenographic, and clerical assistants and incur such traveling and 

66 other miscellaneolls expenses as it may deem necessary in order 

67 to perform its duties, and as may be within the limits of funds 

68 appropriated or otherWIse made available to it for said purposes. 

69 d. After its first report, the commission shall file annually with 

70 the Governor and the Legisla.ture a report containing its findings 

71 and recommendations concerning [the disposition of juvenile 

72 offcnders] court involved l10uth and theoperatiofls of the ;utJe­

73 nile justice system. Additionally, the commission shall report to 

74 the Governor and the Legislature on the operation of subsection 

75 c. of section 24 of this act 24 months from the effective date of 

76 this act. 

1 2. There shall be appropriated to the Juvenlle Delinquency Com­

2 mission from the General Fund the sum of $50,000.00 for the addi· 

3 tional responsibilities created by this act. 

1 3. TbiR act shall take effect immediately. 

JUVENILE JUSTICE 
Expands role of and increases membership OD Juvenile Delin­

quency Commission. 
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65 stenographic, und c}(!rical llssistants and incur lluch traveling and 

66 other miscellaneons expenses as it may deem (wcessary in order 

67 to pel'form its duties, alld as rna~' he within the limits of funds 

68 appropriatCll or otlwl'wise made available to it for said purposes. 

69 d. After its first report. the conmlission shall file anlluall)' with 
70 the Go\,('rnor and the Legislature a report containing its findings 

71 and recommendations concerning [the disposition of juvenilo 

72 offenders] court il/volved youth alld the Ol)et'atiotls of the juve­

73 nile justice system. Additionally, the commission shall report to 

74 the Governor and the Le~islature 011 the operatioll of subsection 

75 c. of section 24 of this act 24 months from the effective date of 

76 this act. 

1 2. 'fhero shall be uppropriuted to the Juvenile ])(dinqnen('y Com­

2 mission from the General Fund the sum of $50,OOO.nO for the addi· 

3 tional responsibilities creat£'d by this act. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill changes the title of the current Juvenile Delinquency 

Disposition Commission to the "Juvenile Delinquene~' Commission" 

thus indicating an expanded role for the commission. The en­

larged role is substantiated by requiring that the commission study 

and review all aspects of the juvenile justice system as well as 

the provisions of the Juvenile Code. The commission is also re­

quired to act as a clearinghouse for improving information and 

coordination within the juvenile justice system and for disseminat­

ing infonnation and data relative to its mandate. 

The bill also expands membership on the commillilio/l to include 

the Govel'Jlor or his dea;ignee, a Famil)' Court Judge, the Commis­

sioner of Education and two additional public members. 

It is the sponsors belief that to date, the commission has per­

fonned in an exemplary fashion. In addition to establishing u data 

system that profiles, for the first time, the dynamics of the juve­

nile justiee system, it has also established a highly useful policy­

analysis and irlformation exchange capacity. 

'l1his bilI would r{-cognize and require this additional responsi­

bility. 

JUVENILE .JUSTICE 

Expands role of all(\ incrensell membership on Juvenile Delin. 

qUency Conuni88iOIl. 



SENATE JUDIQARY COMMITI'EE 

STATEMENT TO 

SEN ATE, No. 2819 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: MARCH 26, 1987 

The Senate .fudiciary Committee reports favorably and with com­

mittee amendments ~enate Bill No. 2819. 

'rhis bill would expand the role of the Juvenile Delinquency Dis­

position Commission by requiring the commission to study and review 

all aspects of the juvenile justice system. To reflect these new duties, 

the bill would also ehanKe the name of the commission to the "Juvenile 

Delinquency Commission." Additionally the bill expands the member­

ship on the commission to include the Governor or his designee, the 

Commissioner of Education and two additional public memhers. The 

bill also contains an appropriation of $;jO,OOO.OO to the commission to 

help cover the additional responsihilities envisioned by the act. The 

amendments adopted by the committee clarify the review and reporting 

responsibilities of the commission and reduces from five to four the 

number of additional members on the commission. 
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