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ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 18, 1986 

By Senators LYNCH and BRO,VN; AssemblY'votan GRECCO 

AN ACT concerning the compensation of membe. s of the district 

boards of elections, amending R. S. 19 :45-2, R. S. 19 :45-6 and 
. I 

R. S. 19:50-1 and making an appropriation. · 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General .Assej

1

nbly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 19 :45-2 is amended to read as follow. : 

2 19 :45-2. All costs, charges and expenses incu~red by the State 

3 Board of Canvassers, Secretary of State or any other officer or 

4 official of the State government in carrying out tny provisions of 

5 this Title shall be paid by the State. *[In additio , the State shall, 

6 on or before February 1 of each year, pay to each ·ounty an amount 

7 eqttal to the amount by which the total compensation properly paid 
I 

8 by the county to members of dish·ict bom,ds of election with 1'espect 

9 to elections held during the preceding calen~' r year exceeds 

10 $50.00 in each such election for each member pr perly so paid.]* 

1 2. R. S. 19 :45-6 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:45-6. The compensation of each member of tl1e district boards 

3 for all services performed by them under the ~rovisions of this 

4 Title shall be as follows: t' 
5 In all counties, for all services rendered inclu ing the counting 

6 of the votes, and in counties wherein voting m chines are used, 

7 the tabulation of the votes registered on the 
1 

oting machines, 

8 and the delivery of the returns, registry binders,i ballot boxes and 

9 keys for the voting machines to the proper election officials, 

10 [$50.00] $75.00 each time the primary election,~· the general elec-

11 tion or any special election is held under this Titl ; provided, how-

12 ever, that [in]: , 
EXPLANATION-ltlatter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above biiJ 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted iii the law. 
Matter printed in italics thus is new mau~r. 

*-Assembly amendments adopted in accordance with overnor's recommen· 
dation December 15, 1986. 

Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as foflows: 
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13 a. (1) the member of the boar·d cha1·ged with tlte duty of obta,in-

14 ing and signing for the signature copJJ registM·4 shall receive an 

15 additional $12.50 per election, such remuneratio1 being limited to 

16 only one board member per election, or $6.25 to Jach of two board 
! • 

17 members if they share such ,responsibility for t1e signahtre copy 

18 registers, and (2) the member of the board char:rd with the d1~ty 

19 of returning the signature copy registers shall. receive an addi-

20 tional $12.50 per election, such retnunemtion bei1lg limited to only 

21 one board member per election, or $6.25 to each of two bom·d mMn-

22 bers if they share such responsibility for th~ signat1tre copy 

23 registers; 

24 b. In the case of any member of the board who •is required under 

25 R. 8. 19:50-1 to attend a given year a training program fM dis-

26 tr·ict board members, but who fails to attend s1tqh a training pro-

27 gram in that year, that compensation shall be $50.00 for each of 

28 those elections; and l 
29 c. llfl counties wherein voting machines are sed no compen-

30 sation shall be paid for any services rendered a~ any special elec-

31 tion held at the same time as any primary orl general election. 

32 Such com1)ensation shall be in lieu of all otl1er f1es and payments. 

33 Compensation due each member shall be paid 'fithin 30 days but 

34 not within 20 days after each election; provided}• however, that no 

35 compensation shall be paid to any member of any such district 

36 board who may have been removed from office • r application for 

37 the removal of whom is pending under the pfovisions of R. S. 

38 19:6-4. 

1 3. R. S. 19:50-1 is amended to read as follows 

2 19:50-1. Not less than 10 nor more than 21 idays before each 

3 election, the county board of elections shall canst [the] new mem-

4 bers of the district boards who are to serve inl election districts 

5 to be instructed in the conduct of elections, and in their duties in 
I 

6 connection therewith[, and]. All district board •members shall be 

7 required to attend said instructional sessio!fls for each election at 

8 least once every two years. The county board . of elections shall 

9 cause to be given to each member of each district board who has 

10 received such instruction and is fully qualified! to properly con-

11 duct the election [with the machine], a certifica~e to that effect[; 

12 provided, however, that members of district b<;>ards of elections 

13 who have served in a district or districts in whic~ voting machines 

14 have been used for two consecutive general 11ections and who 

15 have received such certificate shall not be required to receive 
i 

16 further instruction, except in the discretion of • tl1e county board 
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17 of elections]. For the purpose of giving 

18 county board of elections shall call such meefng or meetings of 

19 the district boards as shall be necessary. e content of said 

20 meeting or meetings shall be lhnited solely to the instruction of 

21 district boar·d me1nbers; lobbying or the advan. ement of political 

22 ends shall be p1·ohibited. The members of thJ district board of 

23 each election district [in which a voting machine is to be used][, 

24 unless excused from such attendance as herein provided,] shall 

25 attend such meeting or meetings as shall be called for the purpose 

26 of receiving such instruction concerning their duties as shall be 

27 necessary for the proper conduct of the elect~on [with the ma~ 

28 chine]. No member of any district board shall s~rve in any election 

29 [at which a voting machine is used] unless he thall have received 

30 such instruction as herein provided and is full~ qualified to per-

31 form the duties in connection with the [machinqJ election, and has 

32 received a certificate to that effect from the county board of elec-

33 tions; but this shall not prevent the appointment of a person as a 

34 member of the district board to fill a vacancy in an emergency, as 

35 now provided by law. • 

1 *[4. There is appropriated to the Department of State from the 

2 General Fund the sum of $1,500,000.00 for th~ purposes of this 

3 act.]* 

1 *[5.]* *4.* This act shall take effect immed ately. 

ELECTIONS 

Increases compensation of members of district oards of elections 

and; establishes requirement of biennial traini g of district board 

workers; appropriates $1,500,000.00. 
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INTRODUCED JUNE 12, 1986 I 

By Assemblywoman CRECCO, Assemblymen KE~LY, Catrillo 

and Gargiulo 

A:s AcT concerning the organization, functioning Ld compensation 

of district boards of election, amending parts tf Title 19 of the 

Revised Statute:'! and making an appropriation. 
i 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assetnbly of the State 

of New Jersey: l 
1. R. S. 19 :6-4 is amended to read as follows: 

19 :6-4. A judge of the [County] Superior Co 
1 
rt or the county 

board shall have power to dismiss any member of a district board 
! 

from such board for an illegal act, or for any caU:se which shall be 

determined in a summary way by such judge or cf. unty hoard. The 

county board shall dismiss the members of a di trict board from 

such hoard if up011 any recount of the votes cast n such district it 

shall appear that errors occurred the count or the certificate 

thereof, which, under the provisions of' this Titlq, are suffieient to 

cause the costs of such recount to be paid by th~ State, county or 

municipality; and JlO person so removed fromtany board shall 

thereafter he eligible to serve as a member of the · arne or any other 

district election board. Application for the rem. val of all of the 

members, or of any member of any district election board, may, 

within 10 days after the final order has been eAtered on any re

count ·v,-hich r:my have been allowed affectin.,•~such district, be 

made by any calldidate at the last election t a judge of the 

[County] Superior· Court or the county hoard. 11 the application, 

summary hearings shall be held to determine wh ther the board or 

the member was incompetent or careless in the i receipt of illegal 

votes or the rejection of legal votes or otherwise in the conduct of 

Matter printed in itAlics thus is new mall r. 

EXPLANATION-l'tlatter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thf1 sl in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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22 the election generally. If, upon such hearing, it appears to the 

23 judge or the county board, as the case may be, that such incompe-

24 tency or carelessness existed, the board or the member thereof 

25 found so to be incompetent or careless shall be removed and upon 

26 such removal disqualified from further service as a member of any 

27 district hoard. 

28 lVhen a me'n~ber of a dishict board has been distnissed here~mder 

29 by a jttdge of the Superior Cmt'l t, the cle1·k of that cmtrt shall foTth-

30 with transmit to the county board a copy of the Mder of disntissal. 

31 Where a 'member· of a district board who has been r-emoved under 

32 this section holds, at the tirne of the removal, the position of execu-

33 tive clerk of the board or assistant exwutive cleTk of the board, the 

34 cmmty board shall, upon issuance to the person filling the vacancy 

~35 of the certificate of that person's appointment, transmit to th0 

36 municipal clerk of the municipality in which the election district is 

37 located a copy of the certificate or order of dismissal and a copy of 

38 the cer·tificate of appointment. 

1 2. R. S. 19 :6-5 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :6-5. Any member of a district board in an election district 

3 may be summarily removed from office, with or without cause, and 

4 yacancies filled, at any time by the members of the county board 

5 of the county in which such election district is located in the manner 

6 hereinafter provided. Such removal shall be made by the members 

7 of the county board of the same political party of the person so 

8 removed, and upon a removal the members of the county board so 

9 acting shall make a certificate of removal and file same with the 

10 county board. 

11 The members of the county hoard removing such election officer 

12 shall forthwith proceed to fill the vacancy caused by the removal, 

13 and shall issue to the person selected to fill the vacancy a certificate 

14 which shall entitle that person to perform all the duties of a member 

15 of the district board for such election district. 

16 ·where a 1nember of a distr·ict board who haB been renwved ~mder 

17 this section holds, at the time of the 1·enwval, the zJosition of exec'U-

18 tive clerk of the board or assistant executive clerk of the board, the 

19 cmmty board shall, 'Upon issuance to the person filling the vacancy 

20 of the certificate of that person's appointment, transmit to the 

21 munic-ipal clerk of the tn'luzicipality in which the election district is 

22 located a copy of the certificate of dismissal and a copy of the 

23 certificate of appointment. 

1 3. R. S. 19 :6-7 is amended to read as follows : 

2 19 :6-7. Any person selected as a member of a district board may 

3 be assigned by the county board to any election district, or trans-

.. ... 
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ferred from one district to another after having been so assigned, 

in the municipality for which such person was selected, [and the] 

excetJt that a board member who holds the position of exec~dive clerk 

of the bom'd or assistant executive clerk of the board shall not be 

transfe:rred M 'reassigned from the district in which he holds that 

position without his written consent. The county board shall, on or 

before April15 in each year, certify to the clerk of the county and 

to the municipal clerk the names of the persons appointed to the 

district boards of registry and election in the election districts in 

the county, specifying the municipalities and the districts therein 

for which such members shall have been appointed. 

4. R. S. 19 :6-8 is amended to read as follows: 

19 :fi-8. The terms of office of the members of the district boards 

shall be for one year, or until their successors are appointerl, and 

shall begin on April 25 of each year. The county board shall notify 

the members of each district board of their appointment under R. 8. 

19:6-3 by forwarding a certificate to each member on or before 

April 20 in each year, specifying the district to which such member 

has been assigned, and shall at the same time transmit to the 

municipal clerk a copy of that certificate. 

5. R. S. 19 :fi-10 is amended to read as follows : 

19 :6-10. Each district board shall, on or before the second 

Tuesday next preceding the primary election, meet and organize 

by the election of one of its members [as judge, who shall be 

chairman] as executive clerk of the board, and another of its 

members as [inspector] assistant executive clerk of the boar·d. 

[such] The [judge] executive cleTk and [inspector] assistant 

exec1ltive clerk shall be members or voters of different political 

parties. In case of failure to [elect a judge] elect an exemttive 

clerk as herein provided, after balloting or voting three times, the 

senior member of the board in respect to length of continuous 

service as a member of such district board shall become [judge] 

executive clerk, and in case of failure to elect an [inspector] 

assistant executive clerk after balloting or voting three times, 

the [next] senior member of the hoard in respect to length of 

continuous serviee as a member of such district board who is not 

a tnember or votet· of the sarne political party as the executiv0 

clerk shall become [inspector; provided, that both the chairman 

and the inspector shall not be members or voters of the same 

political party] assistant executive clerk. 

Each executive clerk so elected M designated shall immediately 

designate a board me1nber to be responsible in his absence for ·re

ceiving, signing for, and delivet·ing signature copy registers. 



4 

24 Within 48 hatH'S of notification of the election OT designation of 

25 the executive cleTk 07' of the assistant executi"ve clerk, or both, the 

26 municipal clerk shall trans'fnit to the person so elected or desig-

27 nated a certificate of election or designation, and shall likewise 

28 tmnsrnit a C01JY of that certificate to the county clerk and an addi-

29 tional copy to the county board. 

30 The other two members of the board shall be clerks of election, 

31 and shall perform all the duties generally required by law of the 

32 clerks of district boards. 

1 6. R. S. 19 :9-2 is amended to read as fo11ows: 

2 19 :9-2. The Secretary of State shall prepare and distribute on or 

3 before April 1 in each year prior to the primary election for the 

4 general election and the general election the foJlowing information 

5 and election supplies: pamphlets of the c~lection laws and instruc-

6 tions; precinct returns; electors of President and Vice-President; 

7 United States Senator; member of the House of Representatives; 

8 Governor; State Senator; General Assembly and county officers; 

9 public question submitted to the voters the entire State: 

10 addressed envelopes, plain and stamped, to each district; returns 

11 for the county board of canvassers for the above officers; primary 

12 return sheets. 

13 All other books, ballots, envelopes and other blank forms which 

14 the county clerk is required to furnish under any other section of 

15 this Title, stationery and supplies for the primary election for the 

16 general election, the primary election for delegate~:~ and alternates 

17 to national conventions and the general election, shall be furnished, 

18 prepared and distributed by the clerks of the various counties; 

19 except that all books, blank forms, stationery and supplies, articles 

20 and equipment which may be deemed necessary to be furnished, 

21 used or issued by the county board or superintendent shall be 

22 furnished, used or issued, prepared and distributed by such county 

23 board or superintendent, as the case may be. 

24 The county board in counties having a superintendent of elec-

25 tions shall furnish and deliver to the county clerk, the municipal 

26 clerks and the exemttive clerks of the district boards in munici-

27 palities having more than one election district, a map or description 

28 of the district lines of their respective election districts, together 

29 with the street and house numbers where possible in such election 

30 districts. In counties not having a superintendent of elections the 

31 municipal clerks shall furnish and deliver such map or description 

32 of district lines to the county clerk, the county board and the execu-

33 tive clerk of each district board in municipalities having more than 

34 one election district. 

-
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35 Nothing in subtitle 2 of the Title, Municipalities and Counties 

36 (section 40:16-1 et seq.), shall in anywise be construed to affect, 

37 restrict, or abridge the powers conferred on the county clerks, 

38 county boards or superintendents by this Title. 

1 7. R. S. 19 :9-4 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :9-4. Where such supplies prepared either by the Secretary of 

3 State or the county clerk shall be required in a municipality the 

4 county clerk shall deliver the same to [a memh0r] the executine 

5 clerk of the district board at his office, or in ally other way that he 

6 sees fit, on or before the time they are so required anrl take a 

7 receipt for the same, which receipt shall indicate the time when thn 

8 supplies were delivered by the county clerk and the time when they 

9 were received by [such member] the executive clerk. 'rhe county 

10 clerk shall file such receipt in his office for at least one year. 

1 8. R. S. 19 :9-5 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :9-5. \\There supplies are delivered by the county clerk or the 

3 county board to the municipal clerk for distribution, the municipal 

4 clerk shall deliver the same at his office, or in any other way that 

5 he sees fit, to [a member] the exec1ilive clerk of the district hoard 

6 and take a proper receipt therefor and file the same in his office. 

1 9. R. S. 19 :14-24 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:14-24. The municipal clerk to whom the sample ballots and 

;) stamped envelopes have been so delivered by the county clerk shall 

4 deliver the same at his office, or in any other way he sees fit, on 

5 or before noon of the 'l'uesday preceding the general election, to 

6 [a member or members] the executive clerk of each district hoard, 

7 and shall take a receipt for the same from the [member or mem-

8 bers] executive clerks of the district hoards of such municipality, 

9 which receipt shall indicate the number of sample ballots and 

10 stamped envelopes delivered by the municipal clerk and the date 

11 and hour of their delivery. 

1 10. R. S. 19:14-35 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:14-35. The municipal clerk shall on the day preceding any 

3 such general election, deliver, at his office or in any other way that 

4 he sees fit, to [one of the members] the executive cler·k of each 

5 district board within his municipality, the ballot box, the ballot box 

6 keys, the ballots, and all other equipment and supplies received 

7 from the county clerk or the county board for such election district, 

8 and in addition shall deliver to the [member] executive cleTk all 

9 other equipment and supplies as herein provided to be furnished 

10 by the municipal clerk to the district boards of his municipality for 

ll balloting at the general election, and take the receipt of the [mem-

12 ber] executive clerk therefor, which last mentioned receipt the 

13 clerk of the municipality shall file and preserve for one year. 
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14 The [member] exectttive clerk of each district board shall on the 

15 morning of election and before the proclamation of the opening of 

16 the polls, deliver the ballot box, the packages of ballots and all other 

17 equipment and supplies by him rf'ceived to the district board of 

18 which he is [a member] the exec,utive clerk with the seals thereof 

19 unbroken, and shaH take a receipt therefor from the board, which 

20 receipt the [member] executive clerk shall file and preserve for one 

21 year. 

1 11. R. S. 19 :15-2 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :15-2. The district boards shall open the polls for such election 

3 at seven o'clock in the morning and close them at eight o'clock in 

4 the evening, and shall keep them open during the whole day of 

5 election between these hours. 

6 The executive clerk of the board may allow one member thereof 

7 at a time to be absent from the polling place and room for a period 

8 not exceeding one hour behveen the hours of one o'clock and five 

9 o'clock in the afternoon or for such shorter time as [it] he shall 

10 see fit. During any such period in which the executi1;e clerk or the 

11 assistant executive clerk is thus absent, the other rnernber or voter 

12 of the boat·d who is a rnernber of the sarne political party shall se·rve 

13 as tempor-ary executive clerk or ternpomry assistant executive 

14 clerk, as appropriate. If the rnernbership of the board includes rnore 

15 than one other such rnember of the same polit·ical party, the exectt-

16 t·ive clerk m· assistant executive clerk shall designate his temporary 

17 replacement frorn mnong those rnembers of his polit·ical party. 

18 At no time from the opening of the polls to the completion of the 

19 canvass shall there be less than a majority of the board present in 

20 the polling room or place. 

1 12. R. S. 19 :15-5 is amended to read as follows : 

2 19 :15-f). If at any election the ballots to be furnished therefor 

3 shall not be delivered at the time above mentioned, or if after 

4 delivery they shall be destroyed or stolen and other official ballots 

5 cannot be obtained in time for such election, the clerk of the county 

6 or municipality, or the executive clerk of the district board, as the 

7 case may require, shall cause other ballots to be prepared as nearly 

8 in the form heretofore prescribed as practicable, but without the 

9 indorsement on the top. 

10 Upon the receipt of ballots thus prepared from the clerk of the 

11 county or municipality, accompanied by a statement, under oath, 

12 of the person preparing the same, that they have been so prepared 

13 and furnished because the original ballots have so failed to be. 

14 received or have been destroyed or stolen, and that other official 

15 ballots could not be obtained in time for such election, or where 



16 the executive clerk of the district board has caused such unofficial 

17 ballots to be prepared, the board shall cause the ballots so sub-

18 stituted to be used at the election. 

1 13. R. S. 19:15-10 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:15-10. [The] Before a district [boards, bt>fore they receive] 

3 board receives any vote, the executive clerk thereof shall make 

4 public proclamation of the opening of the election and of [their] 

5 the readiness of the board to receive the votes of the voters, and 

6 thereupon the election shall be opened. 

1 14. R. S. 19 :15-20 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :15-20. If a person shall be challenged as not qualified or 

3 entitled to vote, and the person challenging him shall specify a 

4 ground for such challenge to be that the person so challenged is an 

5 alien, the [judge of election] executive clet·k of the district board 

6 may forthwith tender to him an oath or affirmation, in the following 

7 form: "You do swear (or affirm, as the case may be), that to the best 

8 of your knowledge, information and belief, you were born a citizen 

9 of the United States, and that you do not owe allegiance to any 

10 foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty", and if the person 

11 so chaHenged shall refuse to take the oath or affirmation so tendered 

12 to him, he shall be deemed to be an alieJl, unless he shall produce 

13 at the time of claiming his vote, to the board, a lawful certificate, 

14 issued out of a11d under the seal of some court of record, having 

15 authority to admit aliens to the rights of a citizen of the United 

16 States, showing that he has been admitted to the rights of a citizen 

17 of the United States. In this case the [judge] executive clerk shall 

18 tender to the person so challenged an oath or affirmation in the 

19 following form: 

20 "You do swear (or affirm, as the case may be), that you are the 

21 person named in the certificate of naturalization which you havB 

22 produced to the board." In case the person producing the same 

23 shall claim to have derived the rights of such citizen through the 

24 naturalization of his parent, such certificate shall sho\V that the 

25 person alleged to be such parent has been admitted to the rights of 

26 such citizen. In this eveut, an oath or aflirmatiou, in the following 

27 form, shall he tendered to such person: 

28-29 "You do swear (or affirm, as the case may be), that to the best 

30 of your knowledge, information and belief, the person named in the 

31 certificate of naturalization which you have produced to this board 

32 was your parent, and that you were at the time of the naturali;r.ation 

33 of your parent under the age of twenty-one years, and resident of 

34 the United States." If the person so challenged shall in either case 

35 refuse to take the oath or affirmation so tendered to him, he shall 

36 be deemed to be an alien. 
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1 15. R S. 19 :15-21 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :15-21. If a person shll he challenged as not qualified or 

3 entitled to vote, the [judge] e:rectdive cleTk of the district board 

4 may forthwith tender to him an oath or aflirmatiou, in the following 

5 form: 

6 "You do swear (or affirm, as the case may bB), that you are a 

7 citizen of the United States; that you have resided in the State [six 

8 moHths,] and in this county for [40] 80 days next before this elec

f) tion, and 11ot elsewhere; that you are now a residmtt of this election 

10 district ; that, as far as you know and verily believe, you are [21] 

11 18 years of age, and iu all respects qualified to vote in this election, 

12 in this electioJt district, and that you have not voted elsewhere in this 

13 election," and if the person so challenwKl shall refuse to take the 

14 oath or affirmation so tendered to him, he shall be deemed not to be 

15 qualified or eHtitled to vote. 

1 16. R. S. 19 :15-25 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:15-25. In all municipalities after the district hoard shall have 

3 ascertained that a voter is properly registered and qualified to vote 

4 the [inspector of election] assistant executive cle·rk of that board 

5 shall furnish to the voter one official ballot numbered to correspond 

6 with the poll number of the yoter, allowing for spoiled ballots, if 

7 any. 

8 No ballot shall be handed to a voter until there is a booth ready 

9 for occupancy. The m.embers of the district board shall not allow 

10 a voter to mark his ballot outside of an election booth unless the 

11 Yoter is unable to enter the booth by reason of his physical dis-

12 ability. 

1:1 rPhe [inspector] assistant exec'1.dive cle·rk shall instruct the voter 

14 how to fold the ballot and shall crease the ballot so as to indicate 

15 the point where the voter shall fold the ballot, but before handing 

16 the ballot to the voter the [inspector] assistant executive clerk 

17 shall see that the face of the ballot including the coupon is exposed, 

and at the same time shall call off the ballot number to the [mem-

19 ber having charge of the polling book] exectttive clerk, who 'Shall 

20 make certain that the ballot number and poll number agree, allow-

21 ing for spoiled ballots, if any. 

22 If the number of the ballot does not follow consecutively, the 

23 executi?)e clerk shall write the missing number or numbers [shall be 

24 'vrittAn] on a blank sheet of paper, which shall therettpon be signed 

25 by the members of the district board and placed on the string with 

26 the coupons in its or their proper place or places. 

1 17. R. S. 19 :15-31 is amended to l'ead as follows: 

2 19 :15-31. He shall then hand the ballot with the coupon un-



3 detached to the [member] assistant executive clerk of the [elec-

4 tion] district board [having charge of the ballot box], [which 

5 member] who shall call off the number of the ballot and the name 

6 of the voter. If the name and number agree with the record in the 

7 poll hook, the [election officer having charge of the poll book] 

8 executive clerk shall so announce and place the word "voted" 

9 opposite the poll number to iiJdicate that the person shown thereon 

10 as receiving the ballot has voted. 

11 [In districts having permanent registration the member of the 

12 board having charge of the signature copy register shall record the 

13 ballot number in the proper column of the record of voting form.] 

14 The mernber of the board having cha'rge of the signatut·e .copy 

15 register shall ~·ecord the ballot number in the proper column of 

16 the record of voting form. 

1 18. R. S. 19 :15-32 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :15-::!2. Thereupon the [member] assistant executive clerk 

3 of the district board [having charge of the ballot box] without 

4 displaying any part of the face of the ballot, shall remove the 

5 coupon from the top of the ballot and place the baUot in the box 

6 and the coupon on a file string. 'rhe [member of the board having 

7 charge of the ballot box] assistant executive clerk shall keep the 

8 ballot in full view of the voter and the other election otlicers until 

9 it is deposited and the voter may take hold thereof, with the 

10 [member of the hoard having charge of the ballot box] assistant 

11 executive clerk, until it is actually deposited. 

1 19. R. S. 19:16-7 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :16-7. The board in the actual procedure of com1ting the 

3 ballots shall thereupon unlock and open the ballot hox; the ballots 

4 sha1l then he taken singly and separately therefrom by the [judge] 

5 executive clNk of the [election] d-istrict board, and while each 

6 ballot shall remain in his hands, he shall audibly and publicly read 

7 the same in full view of the [inspector] assistant exectttive clerk. 

8 The [inspector] assistant exectttive clerk shall [be satisfied] 

9 veTify that the ballot is being correctly read by the [judge] execu-

10 tive cle1·k and shall thereupon indicate such verification. 

11 After the reading of the ballot and before taking another ballot 

12 from the box the [judge] exemttive clerk shall fold the ballot to a 

13 size about five inches square, and shall deliver the same so folded to 

14 the [inspector] assistant executive clerk who shall write on the 

15 back thereof the number of such bal1ot from one onward, in the 

16 order in which the same shall have been taken from the box; and 

17 shall.string the ballot as one ticket in the order in which the same 

18 shall be taken from the box and numbered, by means of a needle 

19 and string to be provided for that purpose. 
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20 Void ballots shall be strung in the same manner as valid ballots 

21 but on a separate string. 

1 20. R. S. 19:16-10 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :16-10. After completing the same the [chairman] executive 

3 clerk of the dist1·ict board shall audibly and publicly announce the 

4 result thereof, particularly specifying the whole number of the 

5 votes in the poll book, the name of each person for whom any vote 

6 shall have been given for any office to be filled by such election, and 

7 the number of votes for each person for the office designated for 

8 him by such votes, together with those cast upon any public 

9 question. 

1 21. R. S. 19 :17-3 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:17-3. After the district board shall have made up and certified 

3 such stateme11ts, [if] the executive clerk and the assistant execH-

4 tive clerk shall at the same time and with the ballot boxes, as 

5 hereinafter provided, deliver or safely transmit one of the state-

6 ments to the clerk of the municipality wherein such election is 

7 held, who shall forthwith file the same. In counties having a super-

8 intendent of elections one of such statements shall forthwith be 

9 filed with the superintendent of elections of the county. The super-

10 intendent may arrange to accept such certificates in such munici-

11 pality within the county at the office of the clerk of such municipality 

12 or some other convenient place. Any municipal clerk who shall 

13 refuse to permit such superintendent or his deputies or assistants 

14 access to his office for the purpose of collecting such certificates or 

15 any municipal clerk or other person who shall interfere or obstruct 

16 the superintendent, his deputies or assistants in the collection of 

17 such certificates, or any member of a district board who shall 

18 willfully fail or refuse to deliver such statement to the superin-

19 tendent, his deputies or assistants as the case may be, shall be guilty 

20 of a [misdemeanor] crin~e of the fourth degree. In all counties the 

21 exectd,ive clerk and the assistant executive clerk of the board shall, 

22 immediately after electiou, deliver or safely transmit another of the 

23 statements to the clerk of the county, who shall forthwith :file the 

24 same. 

25 If officers were voted for or public questions were voted upon 

26 at the election by the voters of the entire State or of more than one 

27 county thereof, or of a congressional district, then the executive 

28 clerk and the assistant executive clerk of the board shall, nn-

29 mediately after the election, inclose, seal up and transmit the 

30 fourth statement to the Secretary of State by mail in stamped 

31 envelopes to be furnished by the Secretary of State, addressing 

32 the same in the following manner: wro the Secretary of State of 
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33 New Jersey, Trenton, New Jersey." Upon receiving such state-

34 ments the Secretary of State shall forthwith file the same in his 

35 office. 

1 22. R. S. 19:18-1 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:18--1. As soon as the election shaH be finished and the Yotes 

3 canvassed and the statements made and certified by the district 

4 board as herein required, the exec1ttive clerk aud th(' (l.c:ststau:' 

5 executive clerk shall carefully collect all ballots "l':hich haYe bec?J 

6 cast, whether the same have been canvassed and counted or rejected 

7 for any cause, and shall deposit those ballots, togetha "Uuith OllC' 

8 tally sheet[,] and all spoiled and unused ballots, [shall be carefully 

9 collected and deposited] in the ballot box. 

10 In all municipalities the signature copy registers :::.hall ~:ot lw 

11 placed in the ballot box but shall be delivered immediately hy tlH~ 

12 executive clerk of the district board, or his des,ignee, to the commis-

13 sioner of registration. 

14 In order to carry out his duties, any superintendent of elections 

15 in counties having a superintendent of elections shall have acc<>ss 

16 aud be permitted to inspect and examine any and all signature copy 

17 registers for said county for any election which may have been or 

18 shall be held in said county and any official or person having pos-

19 session or custody of same vvho shall refuse to deliver said signa-

20 ture copy registers to the office of said superintendent of elections 

21 forthwith upon demand having been made upon him by said super-

22 intendent of elections as aforesaid shall be guilty of a [misde-

23 meanor] crime of the fourth degTee. Unless the said official having 

24 custody or possession of said signature copy registers shall forth-

25 with produce the same at the office of the superintendent of elec-

26 tions when demanded by him so to do, the said superintendent of 

27 elections may apply to a judge of the Superior Court assigned to 

28 the county [or a judge of the County Court of the county], and 

29 such judge shall forthwith make an order directing thf~ officia1 

30 having possession or custody of the said signature copy rt>gisters 

31 to produce them at once in the court in which said judge may he 

32 sitting, and upon their being produced said judge shall deliver the 

33 same to the superintendent of elections. 

1 23. R. S. 19 :18-2 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :18-2. The ballot box, after being locked and bound with tap'~ 

3 and sealed, shaH in all municipalities be immediately takell ill 

4 charge by [2 members] the executive clerk and the assistant execu-

5 tive clerk of the district board. [If] They shall then [be delivered] 

6 deliver it to the office of the clerk of the municipality in which the 

7 election may be held, [by said members or] either by [said 
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8 members] themselves only or with the assistance of an officer or 

9 officers to be designated by the governing body thereof, by the most 

10 direct route and without delay, and such members or officers shall 

11 not stop at any place between the polls and the municipal clerk's 

12 office. 

13 ·when the municipal governing body designates an officer or 

14 officers to assist said members in transmitting the ballot boxes it 

15 shall provide for suitable transportation. 

1 24. R. S. 19 :18-6 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:18-6. Not later than noon of the day following the ca11vass 

3 of the votes the keys of each ba1lot box shall be deposited by [a 

4 member] the executive cle·rk of the district board with the county 

5 clerk. 

1 25. R. S. 19 :23-2 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :23-2. In addition to the notice of the primary for the general 

3 election hereinbefore provided to be published along with the 

4 notice of the general election in the newspapers circulating in 

5 municipalities wherein such elections are to be held, notice of the 

6 time and place of holding such primary elections shall be given by 

7 the exec·utive cler-k of each district board by five notices [posted] 

8 which he shall post at conspicuous places in [its] the election 

9 district at least two weeks before the primary elections. 

1 26. R. S. 19 :23-33 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :23-33. In counties not having a superinte11dent of elections 

3 where the county board of elections does not have the equipment or 

4 facilities to address and mail sample ballot envelopes, the municipal 

5 clerk in each municipality shall furnish to [a member] the exemt-

6 tive clerk of each district board in his municipality, at his office, 

7 or in any other way that he sees fit, on or befon~ Tuesday preceding 

8 the primary election in each year, sufficie11t sample ballots and 

9 sufficient stamped em·elopes to enable the board to mail sarnp1e 

10 ballots to the voters as hereinbefore provided. [Each] The execu-

11 tive clerk of [the boards] each dist,.,·ict boan;l shall give the mu-

12 nicipal clerk a receipt for such sample ballots and envelopes signed 

13 by [one of its members] hirn. 

14 In counties having a superintendent of elections, and in other 

15 counties where the county board of elections shall elect to operate 

16 under the provisions of subsection b of [section] R. S. 19 :23-~iO 

17 [of this Title], the municipal clerk in each municipality shall 

18 furnish to the commissioner of registration of his county not later 

19 than 30 days preceding the primary election of each year, suffi-

20 cient stamped envelopes to enable the commissioner of registration 

21 to mail sample ballots to each voter who is registered in the county 
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22 and shall, not later than noon of the twelfth day preceding the 

23 primary election furnish sufficient sample ballots to the commis-

24 sioner of registration of his county for that purpose. The com-

25 missioner of registration shall give the municipal clerk a receipt 

26 for such sample ballots and envelopes. 

1 27. R. S. 19 :23-34 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :23-34. [Each of such district boards, in] In counties not 

3 having a superintendent of elections \vhere the county board of 

4 electious does not have tlH~ equipment or facilities to address and 

5 mail sample ballot envelopes, [and the commissioner of 

6 tion in all other counties] the district boards, tmdcT the di1·ecUon of 

7 the exemdive cle1'1;, thereof, shall prepare and deposit in the post 

8 office, on or before twelve o'clock noon on ·wednesday preceding 

9 the primary day, the stamped envelopes containing a copy of the 

10 sample primary ballot of each political party addressed to each 

11 voter whose name appears in the primary election registry book. 

12 In all othe1· counties, the commissio1w1· of registration shall so 

13 prepare and deposit those stamped envelopes. 

1 28. R. S. 19 :23-35 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :23-35. In counties not having a superintendent of elections, 

3 where the county board of elections does not have the equipment 

4 or facilities to address and mail sample ballot envelopes, [such] 

5 the executive clerk of each district board shall also post three 

6 sample ballots in the polling place in [its] the district. 

7 The county board of elections in all counties of the first clasR, 

8 and in other counties where the county board of elections shall elect 

9 to operate under the provisions of subsection b of [section] 

10 R. 8. 19 :23-30 [of this Title], shall, not later than noon of the 

11 second Monday preceding the primary electiou, deliver or mail to 

12 the [members] executive cle~-k of [the] each district board three 

13 sample ballots for [their respective] his election district. The 

14 [board] exectdive clerk shall post the sample ballots in the polling 

15 place [its] the district. 

1 29. R. S. 19 :23-36 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :23-36. In counties not having a superintendent of elections 

3 where the county board of elections does not have the equipment 

4 or facilities to mail sample ballot envelopes, the executive clerk of 

5 each district [boards] boaTd shall return to the municipal clerk the 

6 unused sample ballots and stamped envelopes, with a sworn state-

7 ment in writing, signed by a majority of the members of the board, 

8 to the effect that the remainder of the sample ballots in envelopes 

9 were actually mailed or posted as provided in this Title, and the 

10 members of the board failing to [file] sign such statement shall 

l1 receive no compensation for the service of mailing. 
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12 In counties having a superintendent of elections, and other 

13 counties where the county board of elections shall elect to operate 

14 under the provisions of subsection b of [section] R. 8. 19 :23-30 

15 [of this Title], the commissioner of registration shall return to 

16 the municipal clerk the unused sample ballots and stamped en-

17 velopes with a sworn statement to the effect that the remainder 

18 of the sample ballots and envelopes were actually mailed or posted 

19 as herein provided. 

1 30. R. S. 19:23-38 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :23-38. The municipal clerk shall on the day preceding the 

3 primary election cause to be delivered, at his office, to [a member or 

4 members] the executive cler·k of the district board of each election 

5 district within his municipality, the ballots and the ballot boxes 

6 provided for each election district, and any registers, poll books 

7 and other documents that he may have received from the county 

8 clerk, the county board or the commissioner, and take a receipt 

9 from such [member or members] executive clerk therefor, which 

10 last mentioned receipt the clerk of the municipality shall file and 

11 preserve for one year. 

1 31. R. S. 19 :23-39 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :23-39. Such [member or members] executive clerk shall on 

3 the morning of the primary election, before proclamation of the 

4 opening of the polls, deliver the ballot boxes and the ballots [by 

5 them received] to the election boards of [their respective] kis 

6 election [districts] district, with the seals thereof unbroken, and 

7 shall take receipts therefor from the other members of the district 

8 board, which receipts [such member or members] he shall preserve 

9 for one year. 

1 32. R. S. 19 :23-42 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :23-42. The primary election for the general election shall be 

3 conducted by the district boards substantially in the same manner 

4 as the general election, except as herein otherwise provided. 

5 [Each] The executive clerk of the district board may allow one 

6 member thereof at a time to be absent from the polling place or 

7 room for a period not exceeding one hour between the hours of one 

8 o'clock and five o'clock in the afternoon or for such shorter time as 

9 [it] he shall see fit[; but at]. During any S'uch period in which the 

10 exec1ttive clerk or the assistant executive clerk is thus absent, the 

11 member of the board who is affiliated with the same political party 

12 as the absent men~ber shall ser've as tempomry executive clet·k or 

13 tempomry assistant executive clerk, as approp1·iate. If the member-

14 ship of the board includes more than one othwr such member· of the 

15 same political party, the executive clerk or assistant executive clerk 
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16 shall designate his tem1wra·ry re1Jlacement fr·Mn among those mern-

11 bers affiliated with the political party ·with which he himself is 

18 affil·iated. At no time from the opening of the polls to the completion 

19 of the canvass shall there be less than a majority of the board 

20 present in the polling room or place. 

1 33. R. S. 19 :23-48 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :23-48. If a voter who desires to vote in the same political 

3 party box in which he voted at the next preceding primary election 

4 is challenged, he shall take an oath or afiirmatiou, to be administered 

5 by [a member] the executive clerk of the district board in the 

6 following form: "You do solemnly swear (or afiirrn) that you are a 

7 member of the political party (specifying the 

8 political party in which ballot box the afiiant voted at the next 

9 preceding primary election); that at the last election for members 

10 of the general assembly at which you voted you voted for a majority 

11 of the candidates of said party nominated for national, state and 

12 county ofiices, and that you intend to support the candidates of said 

13 party at the ensuing election, and that you are not ineligible or 

14 otherwise disqualified by law to vote in this party primary of the 

15 said political party." If the person so challenged 

16 shall refuse to take the oath or affirmation so tendered to him, 

17 he shall be deemed not qualified or entitled to vote at such primary 

18 election. 

1 34. R. S. 19 :23-50 is amended to read as follows : 

2 19 :23-50. The exemdive de·rk of each district [boards] boar-d 

3 shall at the conclusion of the canvass make up and all ntembers 

4 participat·ing ·in the counting of the ballots shall sign three state-

5 ments of the result of such election. The statements shall in words 

6 at length show the tota] number of names of persons entitled to 

7 vote, the whole number of ballots cast for each political party as 

8 indicated by the party names at the head of the respective party 

9 tickets, the whole number of ballots rejected for each political 

10 party, and the number of votes received by each person as a can-

11 didate for nomination for office or position. 

1 35. R. S. 19 :23-53 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :23-53. The exec·utive cle1"k and the assistant executive clerk 

3 of each district board shall immediately deliver or transmit this 

4 statement to the clerks of the county and municipality w'ithiu which 

5 such primary election was held. In counties having a superinten-

6 dent of elections one of such statements shall forthwith be filed 

7 with the superintendent of elections of the county. The superin-

8 tendeut may arrange to accept such certificates in each munici-

9 pality within the county at the office of the clerk of such municipality 
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10 or some other convenient place. Any municipal clerk who shall 

11 refuse to permit such superintendent or his deputies or assistants 

12 access to his office for the purpose of collecting such certificates 

13 or any municipal clerk or other person who shall interfere OL' 

14 obstruct the superintendent, his deputies or assistants in the 

15 collection of such certificates, or any [member] e1~emttive clerk or 

16 assistant e;cecutive clm·k of a district board who shall willfully fail 

17 or refuse to deliver such statement to the superintendeut, his 

18 deputies or assistants as the case may be, shall be guilty of a 

19 [misdemeanor] crirne of the fout·th degree. 

1 36. R. S. 19 :26-l iR amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :26-1. At the close of all primary (~leetions held according to 

:3 the pro\'iRions of this title, and after counting the ballots cast at 

4 such primary and making the statements thereof as herein pro-

5 vided, the executive cleTk and the assistant executive cleTk of each 

6 district board shall place all hal1ots voted at tJ1e election and all 

7 spoiled and unused ballots inside the ballot boxes used at such elec-

8 tion, and after locking and sealing tlw same, shall forthwith deliver 

9 the ballot boxes to the municipal clerk and the keys thereof to the 

10 county clerk. rrrhe district board in municipalities not having 

11 permanent registration shall deliver to the county clerk the party 

12 primary poll books of the previous year, together with the primary 

13 election registry books and the primary party poll books made up 

14 at the current primary election.] In all municipalities [having 

15 permanent registration], the sig·nature copy register binders and 

16 the current primary party poll books shall be returned by the exemt-

17 tive cleTk m· his designee of the 'respective district boards to the com-

18 missioner, not later than noon of the day following the primary 

19 election for the general election. 

20 rrhe commis~;ioner shall return the primary party poll books to 

21 the municipal clerks [in mullicipalities having permanent registra-

22 tion] not later than one month preceding the next primary election. 

23 [Iu all municipalities not having permanent registration the 

24 register of voters shall be returned by the district boards to the 

25 connty clerk not later than the day following the primary election 

26 for the general election.] 

27 The county clerks, in counties other than counties of the first 

28 class, shall, during the ten days next preceding the third registry 

29 day deliver, at their offices or in any other way they may see fit, 

30 the register of voters to the executive clerks of the respective 

:n district boards or their designees. 

:;~ The county clerks in counties of the first class shall deliver the 

33 reglster of voters to the municipal clerks, who shall deliver such 
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34 register to the cler};,s of the respective district boards, or 

35 their designees, at tho same time and with the official general 

36 tion ballots. 

1 37. R. S. 19:27-14 is amended to read as fo1lows: 

2 19:27-14. In each municipality in counties not having a super-

3 intendent of elections, the commissi011er shall deliver to the clerk 

4 of the municipality in which the special election is to be held, at 

5 least thhty days prior thereto, the signature copy registers. The 

6 municipal shall deliver such signature copy registers and also 

7 the registers of voters to the executive clerks of the several district 

8 boards, or their· designees, in time to be used at the special election. 

9 In counties having a superintendent of elections the commis-

10 sioner shall deli1·er the signature copy registers at his office or in 

l1 any other ·way he may see fit, and the municipal clerks shall deliver 

12 the registers of voters to the e::tecutive clerks of the several district 

1:1 boards, or their desi,qnees .• in time to be used at the special election. 

H- At the close of the special election the executive clerks, or their 

15 desi,qnees, of the distriet boards shall return such registers 

16 as provided in the case of a general election. 

1 38. R. S. 19 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 ::31.--11. a. In all counties within the State, change of residence 

3 notices be made hy a written request, signed by the registrant, 

4 forwarded to the commissioner by mail, and actually received by 

5 him, or hy in person at the office of the commissioner or the 

6 municipal clerk. The commissioner shall provide change of resi-

7 donee notices in card form for the use of any registered voter 

8 mo,-ing to another address within the same election district or to 

9 another election district within the same county. Copies of these 

10 notices shall also be available at the office of the municipal clerk in 

11 each municipality. Each municipal clerk shall transmit daily to 

12 the commissioner all the filled out change of residence notices that 

13 he may have in office at the time. These notices shall be printed 

14 upon cards, shall contain a blank form showing where the applicant 

15 last resided and the address and exact location to which he has 

16 moved and shall have a line for his sig1mture. Upon receipt of 

17 such change of notice the commissioner shall cause the 

18 signature to compared with the permanent registration forms 

19 of the applicant and, if such signature appears to be of and by 

20 one and the same voter, the commissioner shall cause the 

21 entry of the change of residence to be made on the permanent 

22 registration forms and the registrant shall thereupon be qualified 

23 to vote in the election district to which he shall have so moved. 

24 If the commissioner is not satisfied as to the signature on the 
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25 request for a change of residence, a notice shall be sent by mail 

26 with postage prepaid to the registrant at his new address directing 

27 him to appear at a time to be fixed in the notice not less than 

28 10 days from the date thereof the office of the commissioner to 

29 answer such questions as may be deemed necessary to determine 

30 the applicant's place of residence and eligibility to vote. such 

31 registrant fails to appear at the time and place as directed, or if 

32 the notice is returJJed as not delivered or if it is not returPed as 

33 undelivered, the registration forms of the applicant shaH be 

34 placed in the inactive file until such time as he establishes to the 

35 satisfacti011 of the commissioner the accuracy of the signature on 

36 such change of residence notice; provided, however, that such 

37 application for change of residence shall be filed with the com-

38 missioner or municipal clerk, as the case may be, on or before 

39 the twenty-ninth day preceding any election. All applicatiolls for 

40 change of residence postmarked on or before the twenty-11inth day 

41 preceding aBy election shall be deemed timely. 

42 b. In any county any voter who shall move within the same 

43 county after the time above prescribed for filing an application for 

44 change of residence without having made application for change of 

45 residence, shall be pennitted to vote in the district from v,rhich he 

46 has moved, upon signing an affidavit which shall set forth (1) the 

47 date upon which he moved, (2) the address from which he moved, 

48 (3) the address to ·which he moved, and such affidavit shall consti-

49 tute a transfer to the said new residence for any subsequent elec-

50 tion. The county clerk shall furnish to the [election board] execu-

51 tive clerk of each district board form affidavits for this purpose and 

52 the executive clerks and assistant executive clerks of the said 

53 district boards shall turn over all signed affidavits to the commis-

54 sioner; provided, however, if the voter has moved from one resi-

55 dence to another within the same election district at any time, he 

56 or she shall be permitted to vote in such election district at any 

57 election within two years subsequent to the date of such change of 

58 residence within the district upon signing the affidavit herein set 

59 forth. 

1 39. R. S. 19 :31-15 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:31-15. For the purpose of preventing fraudulent voting and 

3 of eliminating names improperly registered, the commissioner in 

4 counties having a superintendent of elections, and the county board 

5 in all other counties, may within ninety days after each general 

6 election preceding the general election at which members of the 

7 House of Representatives are elected send by government reply 



19 

8 postal card to each registrant who failed to vote at such election, 

9 at his registered address, a notice substantially as follows: 

10 "Please answer the question as to residence and removal as in-

11 dicated on attached reply card. 

12 
Comrnissiouer of Registration" 

13 rrhe reply card shall be addressed to the commissioner and shall 

14 bear substantially the followiHg questions with appropriate spaces 

15 for answers: 

16 "(1) Do you still reside at the address to which this notice has 

17 been mailed~ 

18 (2) If not, where do you nmv reside? (Stating street address and 

19 city or town to which you have moved.) 

20 Signed " 
21 The county board in counties not having a superintendent of 

22 elections may also, and in addition to the method hereinbefore pro-

23 vided, direct at any time an authorized clerk or clerks to make any 

24 personal investigation which the commissioner or county board may 

25 deem necessary to establish the fact of continued residence or of 

26 removal of any registrant. 

27 The commissioner in counties having a superintendent of elec

:28 tions, and the county board in all other counties, shall, in addition 

29 to the method hereinbefore provided, at least once during every 

30 four years and as often as the commissioner in counties having a 

31 superintendent of elections or the county board in all other counties 

32 may deem necessary, cause the entire registry list to be investigated 

33 by house-to-house canvass to establish the fact of continued resi

B4 deuce, removal, death, disqualification or improper registration. 

35 In case of registrants who have been found to the satisfaction 

36 of the comrnissioner in counties having a superintendent of elec-

37 tions and to the county board in all other counties, to have moved 

38 from om~ address to another within the same county, the commis-

39 sioner i11 colmties haviug a superintendent of elections, and the 

40 eounty board in all other counties, shall eause the permanent 

41 registration forms of said registrants to be transferred to the 

42 proper registers, upon receipt of a change of residence notice duly 

43 executed by such registrants, as provided by law. 

44 In case of registrants so found to have moved to any place 

45 outside the county or State, the commissioner in counties having a 

46 superintendent of elections, and the county board in all other coun-

47 ties, shall cause the permanent registration forms of such persons 

48 to be transferred to the inactive file. Such persons upon return to 

49 any municipality within the county shall be required to reregister 

50 before being allowed to vote. 
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51 In case of registrants so found to have died, been disqualified or 

52 improperly registered, the county board in counties not having a 

53 superintendent of elections shall cause the permanent registration 

54 forms of such persons to be transferred to the inactive or death 

55 file as the case may be. 

56 The county board in counties not having a superintendent of elec-

57 tions before removing, for any reason \Vhatsoever, the permanent 

58 registration forms of any registrant from the signature copy 

59 registers, or before transferring such forms to the inactive file shall 

60 cause to be published a notice setting forth the proposed action of 

61 the county board. This notice shall contain the list of the names 

62 and registered addresses of all registrants to be affected by the 

63 proposed action. Such notice and list shall be published at leaclt 

64 two entire days prior to the removal of such names and shall be 

65 published in at least one, and if the county board deems necessary, 

66 two or more newspapers published within the county, one of which 

67 newspapers, at least, shall be published in the municipality affected, 

68 if there be one published therein; otherwise, one >vhich shalJ have a 

69 circulation in said municipality. At least one of such newspapers 

70 shall be a daily newspaper, but if there be no daily ne\vspapers 

71 published the county then such notices shall be published as 

72 above provided in ·weekly papers. 1'he notice and list shall in addi-

73 tion specify the reason or reasons for the contemplated removal or 

74 transfer of the permanent registration forms of the registrants 

75 affected. The notice and list shall be published in the manner above 

76 provided prior to the second Tuesday precedillf': any election. 

77 Any person affected by any action of the county board in counties 

78 not having a superintendent of elections shall, during the two 

79 weeks immediately preceding any election and on election day, have 

80 the right to make application to any judge of the [County] 

81 Superior Court of that county, for the purpose of obtaining an 

82 order entitling him to vote in the district in which he actually 

83 resides. The burden of proof shall be upon the applicant. The 

84 judge of the [County] Superior Court if satisfied that the applicant 

85 is entitled, under the law, to vote at such election, and after deter-

86 mining the election district in which such person actually resides, 

87 may issue an order directing the district board of that district to 

88 permit such person to vote. Such person must reregister before 

89 voting at any subsequent election by court order or othenvise. If 

90 the applicant shall be refused the right to vote, due to inability of 

91 the district board or of the commissioner or of the county board 

92 to find the permanent registration forms of such applicant, then in 

93 addition such applicant shall establish by reference to the registry 
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94 lists of former elections, that he was previously registered. Such 

95 evidence shall be deemed sufficient to establish the fact that the 

96 applicant was formerly registered. If the order is directed to a 

97 district board, the district board shall certify and the executive 

98 clerk the·reof shall return the order at the close of the election to 

99 the commissioner. 

100 In counties having a superintendent of elections, any registrant 

101 so found to have died, or been disqualified by conviction of a crime 

102 which \vould disfranchise a person under the laws of this State, or 

103 never has resided at the plac(~ of registry or is registered from 

104 some place other thau his actual residence, or does not possess the 

105 qualifications to vote required by the Constitution of this State, or 

106 is otherwise not entitled to vote, the commissimwr shaH cause the 

107 permanent registration forms of such registrant to be transferred 

108 to the inactive or death file as the case may be. 

109 The commissioner in counties having a superintendent of elec-

110 tions, before transferring such forms to the inactive file or death 

111 file, shaH serve an order in writing, signed by him, upon the proper 

112 district board, ordering it to refuse to allow sucl1 person to vote at 

113 the next election. 

114 The commissioner in counties having a superintendent of elec-

115 tions, before signing such order in writing to any district board, 

116 shall give notice of his proposed action to such registered person 

117 ( 1) personally, or (2) by leaving the same at the person's registered 

118 place of residence with a person above the age of fourteen years, 

119 if any such person can be found, and if not, by affixing the same to 

120 the outer door of such place of residence or to any other portion of 

121 such premises if no building be found thereon, or (3) by sending 

122 the same by mail addressed to the person at his registered place of 

123 residence at least two entire days before the issuance of the order; 

124 and the commissimter shall cause a list of the names of such per-

125 sons, with their registry addresses, to be published at least two 

126 entire days before the issuance of the order in at least one, and if 

127 the commissioner deems necessary, two or more newspapers pub-

128 lished ·within the county, at least one of which shall be a daily news-

129 paper, if there be one published therein; otherwise, one which shall 

130 be published most frequently. Such published notice, in addition 

131 to containing the names and addresses of such persons, shall give 

132 notice to them of the proposed action of the commissioner. No such 

133 order in writing shall be signed by the commissioner subsequent to 

134 the FJ'uesday preceding an election. 

135 In all counties when the transfer of any person's permane11t 

136 registration fonn is to be made to the death file or is to be made 
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138 during four consecutive years, or because the name of such person 

139 has been ordered Rtricken from the register by the court, or because 

140 such has changed his or her name by decree of court, or be-

141 cause such person is a woman who changed her name due to 

142 marriage or divorce a11d neglected to reregister in accordance with 

143 law, or because the information vvhich forms the basis of such pro-

144 posed action in making such transfer was received from such person 

145 directly, no notice of such proposed action need be given to such 

146 registered person and such person's name and registry address 

147 need not be published as required in this section. 

148 rrhe commissioner iu counties having a superintendent of elec-

149 tions shall cause such order to be delivered to the district board at 

150 the same time as the challenge lists are delivered, which order shall 

151 be receipted for hy the judge of the district hoard, who shall use the 

152 order in conjunction \vith the list, so that no person whose 

153 name appears upon the order shall be allowed to vote. Such order 

154 shall be signed and certified to by each member of the district board 

155 to the effect that no person ·whose name appears therein has been 

156 allowed to vote. The order shall he returned to the commissioner 

157 at the same time and together with the challenge Jists. Upon receipt 

158 of Rnch order the commissioner shall therenpou transfer the perma-

159 nent registration forms of the person named in such order to the 

160 inactive, death or conviction file, as the case may be, and he shall 

161 not be permitted to vote at any subsequent election, by court order 

162 or otherwise, unless he has reregistered. 

163 Any person affected by the action of the commissioner in counties 

164 having a superintendent of elections shall, during the week im-

165 mediately preceding the election and on the election day, have the 

166 right to make application to a judge of the [County] Supe·riM 

167 Court of the county for the purpose of obtaining an order entitling 

168 him to vote in the district in which he actually resides. The burden 

169 of proof shall be upon the applicant. The judge of the [County] 

170 Superio·r Court if satisfied that the applicant is entitled under the 

171 law to vote at such election and after determining election 

172 district in which the person actually resides may issue an order 

173 directing the district board of that district to permit such person to 

174 vote. If the applicant shall be refused the right to vote, due to the 

175 inability of the district board or of the conunissioner or of the 

176 county board to find the permanent registration forms of such 

177 applicant, then in addition such applicant shall establish by refer-

178 ence to the registry lists of former elections that he was previously 

179 registered. Such evidence shall be deemed sufficient to establish 



23 

180 the fact that applicant was formerly registered. The district 

181 board shall certify and the executive clerk thereof shall return the 

182 order to the commissioner at the close of the election, who there-

183 upon shall restore the permanent registration forms of such person 

184 to the active file. Before the issuance of such order, the cornmis-

185 sioner shall be heard personally, or by his chief deputy or assis-

186 tants, as to the reasons why he has issued an order denying such 

187 person the right to vot:'. The commissioner or any one represent-

188 ing him shall have fu]] power to cross-examine any witness. The 

189 judge of the [Cmmt,v] Superio'r Court making such order shall 

190 cause a ful] recorr! of the proceedings of the application to he 

191 take11 stenogrn})hically, transcribed and filed in the office of the 

192 county clerk of the county, which record shall be an open and public 

193 record. All costs and expenses of such proceedings shall be paid 

194 by the county. 

195 In no event shall the permanent registration forms or voting 

196 record of aJJY registrant be removed or transferred to the inactive 

197 file subsequent to the second Tuesday preceding any election, until 

198 after such election: nor shall the permanent registration forms or 

199 voting record of any registrant in counties not having a super-

200 intenclent of elections be removed or transferred to the inactive 

201 file if the name of such registrant is not first published in the 

202 manner above described, except as herein otherwise provided. 

203 Any commissioner who, after ascertaining that a person has died, 

204 been disqualified, moved out of the permanent registration area 

205 or has been improperly registered, and who willfully or fraudu-

206 lently refuses to cause to transfer the permanent registratiou 

207 forms of such persons to the proper file shall be guilty of a [misde-

208 meanor] crin~e of the fourth degree. 

1 40. Section 2 of P. L. 19,17, c. 347 (C. 19 :31-18.1) 1s amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 2. a. The county clerk in all counties shall cause copies of the 

4 registry lists, certified and transmitted under R S. 19:31-18, to be 

5 printed in handbill form, and shall .furnish to any voter applying 

6 for tho same such copies, charging therefor $0.25 per copy of the 

7 list of voters of each election district. shall also furnish five 

8 printed copies thereof to the executive clerk of each district board, 

9 [which] who shaH within two days post two such registry lists, 

10 one the polling place and one in another conspicuous place within 

11 the election district. The eounty clerk shall also forthwith deliver 

12 to the superintende21t of elections if auy there be and the municipal 

13 clerk of each of the municipalities in the county for which the lists 

14 have been printed five copies of the lists of voters of each election 
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15 district in such municipality, and to the county board 10 copies of 

16 the lists of voters of each election district in each of such munici-

17 palities. The county clerk shall also forthwith deliver to the chair.-

18 men of the State committees and to the chairmen of the county 

19 committees of the several political parties, five copies of the lists 

20 of voters of each election district in each of the municipalities in his 

21 county. 

22 b. In any county where the voter registration lists are recorded 

23 on magnetic tape or electronic data processing cards, the commis-

24 sioner of registration shall furnish a copy of such tape or cards 

25 to any voter requesting such tape or cards, for which copy such 

26 commissioner shall make a charge which shall be uniform in any 

27 calendar year and which shall reflect only the cost of reproducing 

28 such tape or cards. 

29 c. No person shall use voter registration lists or copies thereof 

30 prepared pursuant to this section as a basis for commercial solicita-

31 tion of the voters listed thereon. Any person making such use of 

32 such lists or copies thereof shall be a disorderly person, and shall 

33 be punished by a fine not exceeding $500.00. 

1 41. R. S. 19:31-20 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :31-20. On or before the second Monday preceding the primary 

3 election for the general election and the general election, respec-

4 tively, the commissioner in counties not having a superintendent of 

5 elections, shall deliver to the municipal clerk in each municipality 

6 the signature copy registers for each election district in such munici-

7 pality and shall take a receipt for same. The municipal clerk shall 

8 thereupon deliver at his office, or in any other way he sees fit, such 

9 registers to [a member or members of the proper] the exemdive 

10 clerks of the va~rious district boards, or their designees, at the same 

11 time and together with the primary for the general election sample 

12 ballots or the general election sample ballots, as the case may be. 

13 The registers shall be used by the district boards on election days 

14 and for the purpose of mailing the sample ballots. The commis-

15 sioner in counties having a superintendent of elections shall deliver 

16 such registers at his office, or any other way he may see fit, to the 

17 executive clerks of the various district boards, or their designees, 

18 taking a receipt for same. 

19 Before delivering the registers the commissioner shall cause to 

20 he printed upon a separate sheet or sheets of paper, to he inserted 

21 inside of the front cover of such registers in conspicuous type, such 

22 instructions to election officers regarding the use and disposition 

23 of the binders and forms as he deems necessary. 

1 42. R. S. 19:31-21 is amended to read as follows: 
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2 19:31-21. A person whose name appears in the signature copy 

3 register and who upon applying for a ballot or voting authority 

4 shall have given the information and signed the signature com-

5 parison record as provided in this Title and whose signature in the 

6 signature comparison record shall have been compared by a member 

7 of the district board and in the presence and view of the challengers 

8 with the signature of the applicant as recorded in the register shall 

9 be eligible to receive a ballot or voting authority unless it be shown 

10 to the satisfaction of a majority of the members of the district 

11 board that he is not entitled to vote in the district or has otherwise 

12 become disqualified. 

13 l\ o person shall be required to sign the signature companson 

14 record as a means of identification if he shall have been unable to 

15 write his name when he registered, or if, having been able to write 

16 his name when registered he subsequently sha11 have lost his sight 

17 or lost the hand with which he was accustomed to write or shall hy 

18 reason of disease or accident be unable to write his name when he 

19 applies to vote, but each such person shall establish his identity in 

20 the manner provided in this 1.'itle. 
' 21 In addition to signing the signature comparison record and after 

22 the comparison of the signature with the signature in the register, 

23 a person offering to vote at a primary election for the general elec-

24 tion shall announce his name and the party primary in which he 

25 wishes to vote. 

26 After a person has voted the member of the district hoard having 

27 charge of the signature copy registers shall place the number of 

28 the person's ballot in the proper column on the record of voting 

29 form of such person, which number shall constitute a record that 

30 the per~;on has voted. In the case of a primary election for the 

31 general election such member of the district board shall also place 

32 in the proper column on the record of voting form the first three 

33 letters of the name of the political party whose primary ballot such 

34 person has voted. 

35 In the event that thf! duplicate permanent registration form of 

36 any person cannot be found in the signature copy register at the 

37 time he applies for a ballot or voting authority, [a member] the 

38 e;recutive clerk of the district board shall promptly ascertain from 

39 the commissioner or a duly authorized clerk if such person is 

40 permanently registered. upon information that such is the fact, 

41 [such member] the executive clerk of the district board shall re-

42 quire the person applying for a ballot or voting authority to obtain 

43 an order from the commissioneT authorizing him to receive a ballot 

44 or voting authority. The commissioner shall specially authorize 
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and. deputize clerks to issue such orders iu municipalities within 

46 his county. ':J1he commissioner or his clerk shall require the voter 

47 to sign his name upon such order for the purpose of signature 

48 comparisou. 'Phe disb·ict board t:ihall require the voter to again 

49 sign his name on said order, in the presence of the board, and. if the 

50 signatures compare, to permit him to vote. At primary elections 

51 the commissioner or his duly authorized clerk shaH endorse on the 

52 order the political party whose ballot such person Yoted at the 

53 last preceding primary election. 'rhe order shall be returned to the 

commissimwr at the same time and along with the signature copy 

registers. 

1 43. R. S. H) :31--22 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:31-2:J. Not later than lloon of the day followiug the canvass 

3 of the voteH east at the primary eleetion for the general election or 

4 the general election, thP signature copy n-;,c;isters shall be returned 

5 by the derk of' each district board, at· their designees, to 

6 the commissioner at his office or in any other way as the commis-

7 sioner may see fit. 

8 Upon receipt of the registers the connnissioner 1:lhall inspeet 

9 them aml Yerify from the party primary JlOl1 hooks and the general 

10 electio11 poll books, as the case may he, that the entries required 

11 to be made on the record of YotiHg forms in such registers by the 

12 diRtrict boards have been made. If the commissioner shall a8-

l3 certain that such entries have not been made or have been im-

14 properly made, he shall eause such entries and corrections to be 

15 made forthwith and also notify the county board of such failure 

16 of duty aud the members of such district board who have so failed 

17 iu their duty and shall be ineligible for appointment as members 

18 of any district board thereafter. 

l 44. R. S. 19:32-10 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:32-10. In respect to each general, primary, municipal and 

3 spt~cial electiou, the superintendent shall prepare for each electiou 

4 district [in municipalities uot having permanent registration] in 

5 the county a challenge list containing· the names, alphabetically 

G arranged, and the addrm;ses of aU persons who have lost the right 

7 to register from the addresses withiu such election district from 

8 which they registered at the last precedil1g election. [Such] The 

!) challenge [list] lists f m· the several municipalities in the county 

10 shall he deliverPd to tl:e respective [district boards] officers in such 

11 municipalities who are authorized to register the residents thereof 

] 2 as voters at least one-half hour !Jefore the commencement of 

18 registration. ['rhe chairman of the respective district hoards] 

14 Those officers shall challenge the registration of auy rwrson apply-
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15 ing to them for registration under a11y name 011 ;mrh rhaHenge list, 

16 unless it shall affirmatively appear after strict examination of the 

17 voter, and, if necessary, of others, that such voter is domiciled at 

18 a new mldress \Yithin 1l1t> eloetion di;c:triet. At the cloi"\e o[ thP last 

Ul day of registration, the challe11gH list wii:lt t11e of the 

20 [district board or of any memlH:~r or members thereoi] ref!istration 

21 otfice·rs to be noted thereo11 shall be signed a1!(1 certified as true 

22 [by each member of the respective district hoards] aml retumed 

23 to the superintendent in a sealed envelope provided therefor. 

24 After the last day of registration and before eael1 general, 

25 primary, nmllieipal and speeial eloetion, thP su]wrintendcmt shall 

26 n1so prepaTe for each E\loe'tion di~Strict a challeH:..::e ]i,;l eontainin:.?; 

27 the names, alphabetically arraugrd, and address~:;; of all persons 

28 registert'd in the district whom he bPlit'ves or has reason to susped 

29 a1·e uot entitled to vote at the election in the district. Such challenge 

30 list shall he delivered to the executive cluks of the re:·qwctive 

:31 district boards at last mw-half hour before the opm1ing of the polls 

32 at each election. The [chairman of the respective district hoards] 

33 exemdive clerk shall challenge the vote of ~wy person presentiHg-

34 himself to vote under any name on the challenge list. The ehallenge 

35 list shall contain a colurrm headed "remarks", am! the [chairman] 

36 executive clerks of the respective district hoards shall enter therein 

37 opposite the names on such list whether any person applying to 

38 vote under any name thereon who was challeng('d was allowed to 

;)9 vote, and the rf'ason for allo·wing him to vote. 

40 All persons whose names appear on any challenge he fore 

41 being allowed to vote shall sub8cribe to an aflidavit on 

42 supplied by the superintendent to the respective district board::; 

43 together with the challenge list. Any members of tlle district 

44 boards are hereby empowered to take such affidavits. The afildavit 

45 shall show that the affia11t is eligible to vote in that district a1Hl 

JG shall set forth the place of his residence, the fact that he uctuall ,. 

47 resides at that place, the length of time of such residence, and also 

48 all the facts necessary to qualify him as voter under the CoHstitu-

49 tiou of this State. At the close of the polls the affidavits shall be 

50 returned by the executive clerk and the assistant executive clerk to 

51 the superintendent in an envelope provided therefor and they shall 

62 he preserved in the office of the superintendent. 

53 If a person applying to vote under any name on the challenge list 

54 is challenged and does not vote, there shall be entered opposite his 

55 name in such column the \VOrds ''challenged, but did not vote". If 

56 no person applies to vote under any name on such challenge list, 

57 there shall be noted opposite each such name in such column the 
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59 shall be signed and certified as true by each member of the respec

GO tive district boards and returned by the executive clerk and the 

61 assistant executive clerk to tho superintendent of the county in a 

62 sealed envelope provided therefor. 

63 The superintendent, concurrently with delivering the challenge 

64 lists, shall deliver to the commissioner a true copy, certified by him 

65 as correct, of each challenge list delivered by him pursuant to this 

66 sectiou to each m~micipal registration officer and each district board 

67 in the several municipalities [having permanent registration]. 

68 The superintendent shall prepare duplicates of all challenge lists 

69 provided for in this section, and shall keep duplicate challenge lists 

70 on file in his office from the time of their preparation until the 

71 close of the third general election following their preparation. The 

72 original challenge lists shall also be kept on file for two years after 

73 the general election following their preparation. All such challenge 

7 4 lists shall be open to inspection by any citizen at any time the 

75 superintendent's office is open for business. 

1 45. R. S. 19 :32-17 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:32-17. rrhe superintendent shall cause such order to be 

3 delivered to the district board at the same time as the challenge lists 

4 are delivered, vvhich order shall be receipted for by the [judge] 

5 executive clerk of the district board, who shall use the order in con-

6 junction with the registry list, so that no person whose name 

7 appears upon the order shall be allowed to vote. Such order shall 

8 be signed and certified to by each member of the district board to 

9 the effect that no person whose name appears therein has been 

10 allowed to vote. 'l_lhe order shall be returned by ihe executive clerk 

11 and the assistant executive clerk of the board to the superintendent 

12 at the same time and together with the challenge lists. 

13 The superintendent, concurrently with the return of such order, 

14 Rhall deliver to the commissioner a true copy, certified by him a8 

15 correct, of each order delivered by him pursuant to this section 

16 to each district hoard. Upon receipt of such copy the commissioner 

17 shall thereupon transfer the permanent registration forms of the 

18 person named in such order to the inactive, death or conviction fil<~, 

19 as the case may be, and he shall not be permitted to vote at any 

20 subsequent election, by court order or otherwise, unless he has 

21 reregistered. 

1 46. R. S. 19 :32-18 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:32-18. Any person affected by the action of the supenn-

3 tendent shall during the week immediately preceding the election 

4 and on the election day have the right to make application to a 
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5 judge of the [County] S~t1Jerior Court of the county for the purpose 

6 of obtaining an order entitling him to vote in the district in which 

7 he actually resides. rrhe burden of proof shall be upon the applicant. 

8 A judge of the [County] Supet-ior Court, if satisfied that the 

9 applicant is entitled under law to vote at such Plectioll and after 

10 determining the election district in which the person actuall~· 

11 resides may issue au order directing the district board of that 

12 district to permit such person to vote. The district board shall 

13 certify and the executive clerk and the assistant "''''"·"''~,~, 

14 thereof shall return the order to the commissiouer ut the close of 

15 the election, who thereupon shall restore the permaned 

16 tion forms of such person to the active file. BefOTe the issuanee 

17 such order, the superintendent shall be heard personally, or b~· 

18 his chief deputy or assistants, as to the reasons why he has 

19 an order denying such person the right to vote. The superintendent 

20 or m1yone representing him shall have full po\ver to cross-examine 

21 any witness. 

22 The :judge of the [County] S·upet·ior Court making such order 

23 shall cause a full record of the proceedings of the application to 

24 be taken stenographically, transcribed and filed in the office of the 

25 county clerk of the county, which record shaH be an open and 

26 public record. All costs and expense of such procePdings shall h~:: 

27 paid by the county. 

28 Any person whose name shall appear on the peremptory order 

29 list and who shall not apply for and be granted an order to vot0, 

30 during the week immediately preceding the election or on the elec-

31 tion day immediately following the publication of his name as 

32 heretofore provided, shall not be permitted to vote hy court orL1t'r 

33 or otherwise until he shall have first reregistered. 

1 47. Section 15 of P. L. 1D47, c. 167 (C. 19:32-40) 1s amended 

2 to read as follows : 

3 15. 'ehe superintendent shall cause such order to hf' delivered 

4 to the district hoard at the same time as the challenge lists are 

5 delivered, which order shall be receipted for by the [;judge] c.J;ecu-

6 tive clerk of the district board, who shall use the order in conjunc-

7 tion with the registry list, so that no person whose name appears 

8 upon the order shall be allowed to vote. Such order shall be l:'ligned 

9 and certified to by each member of the district board to tlH~ effP~t 

10 that no person whose name appears therein has been allo\\'ed to 

11 vote. The order shall be returned by the executive clerk and the 

12 assistant exemdive clerk of the board to the superintendent at the 

13 same time and together with the challenge lists. 

14 The superintendent, concurrently with the return of such order, 
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15 shall deliver to the commissioner a true copy, certified by him as 

16 conect, of each order delivered by him pursuant to this section to 

17 each district board. Upon receipt of such copy the commissioner 

18 shall thereupon transfer the permaneut registration forms of the 

19 person named in such order to the inactive, death or conviction 

20 file, as the case may be, and he shall not be permitted to vote at any 

21 subsequent election, by court order or otherwise, unless he has 

22 reregistered. 

1 48. Section 16 of P. L. 1947, c. 167 ( U. 19 :32-41) 1s amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 16. Any person affected by the action of the superintendent 

4 shall during the \veek immediately preceding the election and on the 

5 election day have the right to make application to a judge of the 

6 [County] Superior Court of the county for the purpose of obtain-

7 ing an order entitling him to vote in the district in which he 

8 actually resides. rrhe burden of proof shall be upon the applicant. 

9 The judge of the [County] Superior Court, if satisfied that the 

10 applicant is entitled under the law to vote at such election and after 

11 determi11iug the electiou district which the person actually 

12 resides may issue an order directing the district board of that 

13 district to permit such person to vote. The district board shall 

14 certify and the executive cle1·k and the assistant executive clerk 

15 the1·eoj shall return the order to the commissioner at the close o£ 

16 the election, who thereupon shall restore the permanent registration 

17 forms of such person to the active file. Before the issuance of such 

18 order, the superintendent shall be heard perso11ally, or by his chief 

19 deputy or assistants, as to the reasons why he has issued an order 

20 denying such person the right to vote. The superintendent or any-

21 one representing him shall have full power to cross-examine any 

22 witness. 

23 The judge of the [County] Stt1JMiM Court making such order 

24 shall cause a full record of the proceedings of the application to 

25 be taken stenographically, transcribed and filed in the office of the 

26 county clerk of the county, which record shall be an open and 

27 public record. All costs and expense of such proceedings shall he 

28 paid by the county. 

1 49. R. S. 19 :34-13 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :34-13. [Every inspector, judge or clerk of an election,] Any 

3 'member of a district board who, previous to putting the ballot of an 

4 elector in the ballot box, attempts to find out any name of such 

5 ballot, or who opens or suffers the folded ballot of any elector w·hich 

6 has been handed in to be opened or examined previous to putting 

7 the same in the ballot box, or who makes or places any mark or 
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8 device on any folded ballot with the vie\V to ascertain the name of 

9 any person for whom the elector has voted, shall be guilty of u 

10 [misdemeanor] crime of the fourth degree. 

1 50. H. S. 1D :34-23 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:34-23. If any [judge, inspector, clerk] ·member of a dist1·ict 

3 board or other officer of a primary election shaH act in such ca-

4 pacity before taking and subscribing to the oath or affirmation 

5 required hy this title, or shall willfully disregard or violate the 

6 provisions of any rule duly made by the party of which he is a 

7 member and for whom he is acting for the government of the 

8 primary elections of the party, or if any [judge] executive clerk or 

9 [inspector] assistant execntive clerk of any primary election shall 

10 lmo\vi11gly reject the Yote of any person entitled to vote under tlw 

11 rules of such party or shall knowingly receive the vote of any 

12 person not qualified, or if a11y [judge, inspedor, clerk] membe·r of 

13 a district boanJ or any other officer of a primary election shall com-

14 mit any willful fraud in the discharge of his duties hy destroying 

15 or marking any ballot ill any way before such ballot is delivered to 

16 the voter or lly defacing ballots, adding marks to the poll hy falst:~ 

17 counting, making false returns or by an~r art or thing whatsoever, 

18 he shall be guilty of a [misdemeanor] cr-ime of the fourth degree 

19 and shall be punished b~' a fine not ox~eeding five hnllClrPd dollars 

20 or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both. 

1 51. R. S. 19 :45-2 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :45-2. All costs, charges and expenses itlcnrred by the Rtate 

3 Board of Canvassers, Secretary of State or any other ofTicer or 

4 official of the State go~vernment in carrying out any provisions of 

5 this Title sball be paid by the State. In addition, the State .c;hall, 

6 on or before Febnwry 1 of each year, pay to each county an mnount 

7 equal to the amount by which the total comzJensation properly pa.id 

8 by the county to 1nembers o_f distt·ict boards of election with respat 

H to elections held during the preceding calenda1· year exceeds the 

10 anw1mt tchich the co~tnty would have paid ·undet· subsection a. of 

11 R. S. 19:45-6 to those members if twne had attended the train·ing 

12 prog·ram fwr district board 1nembers as JH'01}ided by R. S. 19:50-1. 

1 52. R. S. 19 :45-G is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:45-6. The cornpensation of each member of the district hoards 

:1 for all services performed ~y them under the provisions of thh 

4 rritle shall be as follows: 

5 Iu all counties, for all services rendered including the counting 

6 of the votes, and in com1ties wherein voting machines are usecl, the 

7 tabulation of the votes registered on the voting marhines, and the 
(> 
Ll delivery of the returns, registry binders, ballot hoxes and keys for 
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9 the voting machines to the proper election officials, [$50.00] 

10 $75.00 each time the primary election, the general election or any 

11 special election is held m1der this Title; provided, however, that: 

12 a. The member of the b~oa.rd cha .. rged with the du,ty of obtaining, 

13 signing for and delivering the signature copy registers shall receive 

14 an additional $25.00 z)er election, such remumeration being limited 

15 to only O'l'le board mentber per election, or to $12.50 to each of two 

Hi boa1·d member-:; if they sha-re the responsibility for the signature 

17 copy register; b. the case of any Jnember of the board u:ho has not 

18 attended a training program fm· district board menzbers as pro-

19 -vided in R. S. 19:50-1, that compensation shall be $50.00 {M each 

20 of those elections; and 

21 c. In counties wherein voting machines are used no compen-

22 r;ation shall be paid for any services rendered at any special e]ec-

23 tion held at the same time as any primary or general elertion. 

24 Such compensation shall be in lieu of all other fees and payments. 

25 Compensation due each member shall be paid within 30 days hut 

26 not \vi thin 20 days after each election; provided, hm.vever, that no 

27 eonq.wnr;ation shall be paid to any memher of any such district 

28 hoard who may have heen removed from office or application for 

29 the removal of whom is pending under the provisions of R. S. 19 :6-4. 

1 53. R. S. 19:50-1 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :50-l. Not less than 10 nor more than 21 days before each 

3 election, the county hoard of elections shall cause [the] new mem-

4 hers of the district boards who are to serve in election districts 

5 to 1w instructed in the use of the machine, and in their duties in 

() cm:nection there\vith[, and]. All district board members shall be 

7 reqttired to attend said instntctional sessions for each election at 

8 least once every [tu!o] three years. The co1.mty board of elec-

9 tions ;;;hall cause to be given to each member of each district board 

lO who has r(~ceived such instruction and is fully qualified to properly 

1l conduct the election with tlw machine, a certificate to that effect[; 

12 provided, however, that members of distriet boards of elections who 

13 have served in a district or districts in which voting machines have 

14 been used for two cot•secutive general electious and who have re-

1!) eeived sueh certificate shall not be required to receive further in-

16 strudion, except in the discretion of the county board of elections]. 

17 For the purpose of giving such instruction the county board of 

U1 elections shall cal1 such meeting or meetings of the district boards as 

19 shall be necessary. The content of said meeting or meetin[JS shall be 

20 limited solely to the instruction of district board rnen~lJers; lobby-

21 ing m· the advancement of poWical ends shall be prohibited. 'jlhe 

22 members of the district board of each election district in which a 
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23 voting machine is to be used[, unless excused from such attendance 

24 as herein provided,] shall attend such meeting or meetings as 

25 shall be called for the purpose of receiving such instruction con-

26 cerning their duties as shall be necessary for the proper conduct 

27 of the election with the machine. No member of any district board 

28 shall serve in any election at which a voting machine is used unless 

29 he shall have received such instruction as herein pmvided and is 

30 fully qualified to perform the duties in connection with the ma-

31 chine, and has received a certificate to that effect from the county 

32 board of elections; but this shall not prevent the appointment of 

33 a person as a member of the district board to fill a vacancy in au 

B4 emergency, as now provided by law. 

1 54. R. S. 19 :50-3 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :50-3. For instructing the voters on any election day there 

3 shall, so far as practicable, be provided by the county board of 

4 elections or the superintendent of elections or the municipal clerk, 

5 as the case may be, having custody of voting machines, for each 

o polling place a mechanically operated model of a portion of the 

7 face of the machine. Such model, if furnished, shall, during the 

8 election, be located 011 the district election officers' table or some 

9 other place which the voters must pass to reach the machine, and 

10 each voter shall, before entering the voting machine booth, be 

11 instructed regarding the operation of the machine and such instruc-

12 tion illustrated on the model, and the voter given opportunity to 

liJ personally operate the model. The voter's attention shall also be 

14 called to the diagram of the face of the machine so that the voter 

15 cau become familiar with the location of the question and the 

Hi nawes of the oflicers and candidates. If aHy voter, before entering 

17 the voting machine booth, declares under oath, and establishes 

18 to the satisfaction of a majority of all the members of the district 

19 board that by reason of an inability to read or write, blindness 

20 or other physical disability he is unable to cast his vote without 

21 assistance, he shall have the assistance of two members of the board 

22 of opposite political faith, to be assigned by the board. Such 

23 members shall retire with such voter to the booth and assist him. 

24 The [member acting as] executive clerk of the district boal'd shall 

25 make an entry on a disability certificate for assistance, which entry 

26 shall be on the form of an oath inserted in the front of the duplicate 

27 registry binders at each election. 

28 In every instance ·when such oath is administered to a voter as 

29 herein provided it shall state briefly what facts were sworn to and 

30 the names of the members of the board who aided such voter shall 

31 be signed 011 the form. Any members of the district board shall be 



eligible to assist any such voter, but no other person except as 

:13 hereinafter provided shall be allowed to assist him. No member of 

34 the board shall reveal the name of any person for whom such 

35 voter has voted[,] or anything that took place while he was beillg 

36 assisted. 

37 Such voter if blind, disabled or unable to read or write may, in 

38 lieu of the assistance of the board as above provided, have assis-

39 tance of some person of his own selection. Such person shall retire 

40 with such voter to the booth and assist him in voting. The name and 

41 address of such person shall be recorded as above. In such case, 

42 no other person than the one so selected by the voter shall be allowed 

43 to assist such voter. No person so selected shall reveal the name of 

any person for whom such voter has voted or anything that took 

45 place \Yhile he was being assisted. 

46 The disability certificates shall be numbered serially 1 to 20. The 

47 commissioner of registration shall furnish sufficient disability 

48 certificates for assistance for each election district in his county 

49 which shall be inserted in the front of the duplicate registry hinders. 

1 55. H. S. 19:52-1 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19:52-1. ':Che district boards of each election district shall meet 

3 at the polling place three-quarters of an hour before the time set for 

4 opening of the polls at each election and shall proceed to arrange 

5 the furniture, stationery and voting machine or machines foT the 

6 conduct of the election. The district boards shall then and there 

7 have the voting machine, ballots and stationery required to be de-

8 livered to them for such election by the officials charged by law with 

9 that duty. If not previously done, they shall insert in their proper 

10 place on the voting machine the ballots containing the names of 

11 oflices to be filled at such election and the names of candidates 

12 nominated therefor. 

13 The keys to the voting machine shall be delivered to the executive 

14 clerk of the district [election oflicers] board in any manner that 

15 the county board of elections or the superintendent of elections or 

16 the municipal clerk, as the case may be, having custody of voting 

17 machines, may determine, at least three-quarters of an hour before 

18 the time set for opening the polls, in a sealed envelope, on which 

19 shall be written or printed the number and location of the voting 

20 machine, the number of the seal with which it is sealed and the 

21 number registered on the protective counter or device, as reported 

22 by the custodian. The envelope containing the keys shall not be 

23 opened until at least one member of the board from each of two 

24 political parties shall be present at the polling place and shall have 

25 examined the envelope to s.ee that it has not been opened. Before 
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26 opening the envelope all election officers present shall f~xamine the 

27 number on the seal on the machine, also the number registered on 

28 the protective counter, and shall ascertain if they are the same as 

29 the number written on the envelope; and if they are not the same, 

30 the machine must not be opened until such county board of elec-

31 tions or such superintendent of elections or such municipal clerk, 

32 as the case may be, after due notire of such discrepancy, shall have 

33 caused such machine to be re-examined and properly arranged by 

34 any person or persons employed or appointed pursuant to [section] 

35 R. 8. 19 :48-6 [of this Title]. If the numbers on the seal and pro-

36 tective counter are found to agree with the numbers on the en-

37 velope, the cxec1~tive clerk and the assistant executive clerk of the 

38 district [election otricers] board shall proceed to open the doors 

39 concealing the counters, and each district election officer shall 

40 carefully examine every counter and ascertain \vhether or not it 

41 registers zero (000) and the same shall be subject to the inspection 

42 of official watchers. 

43 The machine shall remain locked against voting until the polls 

44 are formally opened and shall not be operated except by voters in 

45 voting. If any counter is found not to register zero (000) the 

46 executive clerk of the district board shall immediately notify such 

47 county board of elections or such superintendent of elections or 

48 such municipal clerk, as the case may be, who shall, if practicable, 

49 cause such counter to be adjusted at zero (000) by any person or 

50 persons employed appointed pursuant to [section] B. 8. 19:48-6 

51 [of this Title]. If it shall be impracticable for such person or 

52 persons to arrive in time to so adjust such counter before the time 

53 set for opening the polls, the executive clerk of the district [election 

54 officers] boa,rd shall immediately make a written statement of the 

55 designating letter and number of such counter, together with the 

56 number registered thereon, and each ntentbe'r shall sign the state-

57 ment and the executive clerk shall post same upon the wall of the 

58 polling room, where it shall remain throughout election day, and in 

59 filling out the statement of canvass, they shall subtract such number 

60 from the number registered thereon at the close of the polls. 

1 56. R S. 19 :52-5 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :52-5. Immediately upon the close of the polls, the executive 

3 clerk and the assistant exec1ttive cle·rk of the district [election 

4 officers] board shall lock and seal the voting machine against 

5 further voting and open the counter compartment in the presence 

6 of persons who may be lawfully present at that time, giving full 

7 view of the counters. The [judge] exemttive clerk of the district 

8 board, under the scrutiny of [a member of such board of a different 
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9 political party] the assistant executive clerk thereof, shall then in 

10 the order of the offices as their titles are arranged on the machine, 

11 read and announce in distinct tones the result as shovm hy the 

12 counters, and shall then read the votes recorded for each office on 

13 the irregular ballots. He shaH also, in the same manner, read and 

14 announce the vote on each constitutional amendment, proposition 

15 or other question. As each vote is read and announced, it shall be 

16 recorded in two statements of canvass by two other members of 

17 such district board of opposite political party, and when completed 

18 the record thereof shall be compared >vith the numbers on the 

19 counters of the machine. If found to be correct, the result shall be 

20 announced by the [judge] executive clerk of such board and the 

21 statement of canvass, after being duly certified, shall be filed as now 

22 provided by law for filing election returns. After the reading and 

23 announcing of the vote and before the doors of the counter compart-

24 ment of the voting machine shall be closed, amplo opportunity shall 

25 be given to any person or porsons lawfully present to compare the 

26 results so announced with the counters of tbe machine and a11y 

27 necessary corrections shall then and there be made by such district 

28 board. Ko tally sheets nor return blanks as required by law for 

29 use in election districts where paper ballots are used shall be 

30 furnished or used in election districts where voting machines are 

31 used, but in lieu thereof there shall be furnished two copies of a 

32 statement of canvass to conform to the requirements of the make 

33 and type of voting machine or machines h~:ling used. 

1 57. H. S. 19 :52-6 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :52-6. The executive clet·k and the assistant executive clerk of 

3 the district [election officers] board shall, as soon as the count is 

4 completed and fully ascertained, as by this subtitle required, lock 

5 the counter eompartment and it shall so remain for a period of 15 

6 days, except it be opened by order of a judge of the Superior Court 

7 assigned to the county. -Within such period and upon ·written re

S quest of any defeated candidate, or in the case where a public 

9 question is involved upon petition of any 10 qualified voters of a 

10 county or municipality using machines who voted in the election 

11 in question, the judge shall, at a cost of $2.00 per district to the 

12 candidate or petitioners, order the machines in question opened 

13 and the registering counters rechecked against the election officers' 

14 returns. Any candidate or petitioners requesting such recheck, 

15 shall deposit with the county clerk, the amount necessary for all 

16 the districts requested. The county clerk, if it appears that an 

17 error or errors have occurred as a result of which the election is 

18 changed or the difference between the negative and affirmative of 
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19 any public question is altered so as to change the results of the 

20 election, shall upon the warrant of such judge of the Superior 

21 Court, pay to such candidate or petitioners the cost of ;;;uch recheck. 

22 In the event it shall appear after such recheck that the results of 

23 the election remain unchanged, the county clerk shall, upon the 

24 warrant of such judge, pay the funds so deposited into the county 

25 treasury. Such recheck shall be made under the supervision of the 

26 county election officials and in cooperation with the parties at 

27 interest or their representatives. Wl1en irregular ballots of what-

28 ever description have been voted, the executive clerk o.f the distriet 

29 [election officers] board shall return all such ha11ots in a properly 

30 secured package indorsed "irregular lmllots" and return and file 

31 such package with the municipal clerk at the same time the original 

32 statement of the results of the election made by them is filed. Such 

33 package shall be preserved for six months next succeeding such 

34 election, and it shall not be opened or its contents examined during 

35 that time except by the order of a judge of a court lawfully em-

36 powered to direct the same to be opened and examined. At the end 

37 of the six months, such packages may he opened and the ballots 

38 disposed of at the discretion of the official having charge thereof. 

1 58. Section 7 of P. L. 1973, c. 82 (C. 19:53A-7) is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 7. a. Thirty minutes before the opening of the polls the local 

4 district election officers shall arrive at the polling place, place the 

5 voting devices in position for voting, and examine them to see that 

6 they have the correct ballot labels by comparing them with the 

7 sample ballots, and are in proper working order. They shall open 

8 and check the ballot cards, supplies, records and forms, and post 

9 the sample ballots and instructions to voters. 

10 b. Each voter requesting assistance shall he instructed how to 

11 operate the voting device before he enters the voting booth. If he 

12 needs additional instruction after entering the voting booth and 

13 requests assistance, two members of the district board of opposite 

14 political parties, may if necessary enter the booth and give him 

15 additional instructions. 

16 c. The district election official attending the voting machine shall 

17 inspect the face of the machine and the ballot at least once per hour 

18 to see that the face of the machine and the ballot are in their proper 

19 place and that neither has been mutilated, defaced, tampered \vith 

20 or changed and that the machine has not been changed. 

21 d. After the voter has marked his ballot cards, he shaH place the 

22 ballot card inside the envelope provided for this purpose and 

23 return it to the election officer, who shall remove the stub, place it 



24 on a file string, and deposit the envelope with the ballot card inside 

25 in the ballot box. No ballot card from which the stub has been 

26 detached shall be accepted by the election official in charge of the 

27 ballot box, hut it shall be marked "Spoiled" and placed with the 

28 spoiled ballot cards. 

29 e. Any voter who spoils his ballot card may return it enclosed 

30 in the envelope and secure another. The word "Spoiled" shall be 

31 written across the face of the envelope, which shall be placed on 

32 the same string with the stubs. 

33 f. As soon as the polls have been closed and the last qualified 

34 voter has voted, all unused ballot cards shall be placed in a con-

35 tainer and sealed for return to the board of elections. The ballot 

36 hox shall be opened and any write-in votes counted, unless these 

37 votes are to be counted by duly appointed bipartisan tabulating 

38 teams the counting center. Before write-in votes are counted 

39 they shall be compared with votes cast on the ballot card for the 

40 same office. If the voter has cast more votes for an office than he 

41 is entitled to vote for, the vote for that office shall be declared null 

L12 and void and that vote~ shall not be counted for that office. Votes 

43 cast for duly nominated candidates on the ballot card will not be 

44 voided because of an invalid write-in vote, but if otherwise valid 

45 shall be counted. rrhe voted ballot card shall next be placed in the 

46 ballot card container for delivery to the counting center, and the 

47 voting devices shall be placed in their containers for returning to 

48 the county board of elections. 

49 g. The executive clerk and the assistant exectttive cle-rk of the 

50 district board [election officers] shall prepare a report of the 

51 number of voters who have voted, as indicated by the poll list, the 

52 number of write-in votes and any other votes counted by the district 

53 board and the number of spoiled ballots, and shall place the original 

54 copy of this report in the ballot card container for delivery to the 

55 counting center, which thereupon shall be sealed so that no adcli-

56 tional ballot cards may be deposited or removf•d. Such container 

57 shall be durably constructed so as to be resistant to fire, water and 

58 tampering. The duplicate copy of said report shaH be returned to 

59 the county election board with other records. [Two] The exec:uti1Je 

60 clerk and the assistant executive clerk of the district [election] 

61 board [officers one of each opposite political party as in this act 

62 defined] shall forthwith deliver the ballot card container to the 

63 counting center or other place designated by the county board. 

64 The county board may, in its discretion, direct that ballots be 

65 delivered to one or more collection points from which points the 

66 ballots shall be transported collectively to the counting center by 
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67 two duly appointed deputies of opposite political parties. The 

68 executive clerk of the district board shall receive a receipt before 

69 releasing the ballots to said deputies. 

1 59. Section 22 of P. L. 1953, c. 211 (C. 19:57-22) 1s amended 

2 to read as follows : 

3 22. The commissioner of registration upon receipt of such infor-

4 mation from the county clerk shall, in the case of a military service 

5 voter, remove the permanent registration form of each such voter 

6 from the permanent registration binders, if it appears therein, and 

7 file such forms in a special file designated "Military File" and in 

8 the case of civilian absentee voters shall mark the applicant's dupli-

9 cate voting record appearing on the signature copy I'('gisters as 

10 follows: 

ll In the proper column provided for the recording of the number 

12 of the voter's ballot at the election in which the applicant wishes to 

13 vote, the commissioner of registration shall record therein in red 

14 ink the initial "A," which shaH mea11 that a civilian ahRentee ballot 

15 was delivered or mailed to the applicant by the couuty clerk. 

16 \Vhenever the commissioner of registration receives from the 

17 county clerk notice that a eivilian absentee ballot has been for-

18 warded to a voter, duriug the time ·when the signature copy regis-

19 ters are in the custody of other election officials pursuant to this 

20 Title, or are in transit to or from such officials, the said commsi-

21 sioner shall prior to the opening of the polls on election day, for-

22 ward to the exec1ttive cle·rk of each district board of electionR a list 

23 of all civilian absentee voters to whom ballots have been sent but 

24 whose duplicate voting record has JJOt been marked in the mauner 

25 herein prescribed. Such lists may be prepared in the same manner 

26 as a challenge sheet and may be included therein together with other 

27 causes for challenge. No district board of elections shall permit 

28 any person to vote whose registration record shall he marked with 

29 the initial A in red ink or 1vhose name shall appear on any list or 

30 notice furllished by the commissioner of registratio11 to the effect 

31 that such voter has received an ahseutee ballot. 

32 \vlwnever a civilian absentee ballot has been delivered to a voter 

33 less than seven days prior to an election and up to 3 p.m. of the day 

34 before the election, and the signature copy registers are in the 

:35 custody of other election officials, or in transit to or from such 

B6 officials, the county clerk shall prepare a master list of all such 

87 ballots, which list shall he transmitted to the commissiouer of 

38 registration in sufficient time to permit such commissioner to notify 

39 the appropriate muuicipal clerk. rrhe municipal clerk shall 110tify 
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40 · the [judge] ex-ecutive clerk of the district election board to mark the 

41 voter's record accordingly. 

1 60. 'l'here is appropriated to the Department of State the sum of 

2 $1,500,000.00 from the General Fund for the purposes of this act. 

1 61. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

rrhis bill reorganizes the structure of district boards of election, 

requires periodic training for hoards members and increases the 

per diem compensation of those members. 

Rpecifically, the bill abolishes the titles of judge and inspector of 

the district boards of elections and creates instead the titles of 

executive clerk and assistant executive clerk of the board. The 

executive clerk and the assistant executive clerk shall be elected 

by the board members, as the judge and inspector now are, and 

shall be from different political parties. 

The bill also provides that the executive clerk and the assistant 

executive clerk shall have the resJ10nsihilities uow vested in the 

judge and inspector of the board, respectively. Under certain 

circumstances, activities now allocated to the district board as a 

1vhole are also vested in the executive clerk or, where partisan con

siderations so indicate, in both the executive clerk and the assistant 

executive clerk. The executive clerk and assistant executive clerk 

shall collect and deposit ballots. The executive clerk shall obtain 

aud deliver signature copy registers, and designate a hoard member 

to perform this task in the clerk's absence. 

Under the hill, each new election hoard member is required to 

attend an instructional sessiou and all district board members shall 

attend an instructional session at least once every three years. 

Finally, the bill raises the compensation paid to district board 

members for each primary and general election day worked from 

$50.00 to $75.00. An additional $25.00 would be paid to the board 

member charged with obtaining and delivering the signature copy 

registers. If two members share the responsibility for the signa

ture copy registers, then they would each be entitled to $12.50 per 

election. The bill includes an appropriation of $1,500,000.00 to pay 

for the additional costs associated with increased election board 

member compensation paid for by the State. 

ELECTIONS 

HeorgaHi~;es the structure of district boards of elections, requires 

periodic training for board members and increases their per diem 

compensation; appropriates $1.5 million. 



ASSEMBLY STATE GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 
STATEMENT TO 

ASSEliBLY C0::\1MITTEE SUBSTI'rUTJD FOR 

SENATE COl\DiiTTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR 

SENATE, Nos. 1570, 804 and 
ASSEMBLY, No. 2782 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DATED: SEPTEMBER 18, 1986 

The Assembly State Government Committee reports favOTably an 

Assembly Committee Substitute for Senate Committee Substitute for 

Senate Bill Nos. 1570 and 804, and Assembly Bill No. 2782. 

This committee substitute raises tbe basic compensation payable to 

district board election workers from the current $50.00 per election to 

$75.00 per election. The bill also provides for additional compensation 

to be paid to members of district boards who undertake the duty of 

obtaining or returning- the signature copy reg-isters used at the polls on 

election clay: for transporting the reg-ister to or from the polling 

place, one worker would be entitled to $12.50, while two workers would 

receive $6.25 each for sharing either such responsibility. 

The bill also establishes a requirement that election board workers 

receive training every other year. If a member failed to attend a 

training program during a year in which he was required to attend 

such program, he would receive only $50.00 for each election at which 

he worked during that year. 

The hill requires the State to pay for the increase in the cost of 

compensating district election board workers which would result from 

the enactment of the legislation. The bill appropriates $1,500,000.00 

to cover this State obligation. 



ASSEMBLY APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE :B,OR 

SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR 

SENATE, Nos. 1570 and 804 
ASSEMBLY, No. 2782 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DATED: OCTOBER 20, 1986 

The Assembly Appropriations Committee favorably reports the 

Assembly Committee Substitute for the Senate Committee Substitute 

for Senate Bill Nos. 1570 and 804 and Assembly Bill No. 2782. 

This bill increases the basic compensation payable to workers of 

district boards of election from the current $50.00 to $75.00. Also pro

vided, is additional compensation to be paid to members of district 

boards charged with the duty of obtaining or returning the signature 

copy registers used at the polls on election day: for transporting the 

register to or from the polling place, one worker would be entitled to 

$12.50, while two workers would receive $6.25 each for sharing either 

such responsibility. 

The bill also establishes a requirement that election hoard workers 

receive training every other year. Any member not attending a training 

program during a year in which he or she '\vas required to attend, would 

receive only $50.00 for each election at which he/she worked during 

that year. 

The State is required to pay for the increase in costs and the bill 

appropriates $1,500,000.00 to the Department of State from the General 

Fund. 
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9 co.te voting record appearing on the signature copy registers as 

10 follows: 

11 In the JlrOJ>er eohmm pro\'ide,I for the recording oi tl1t> number 

12 of Ute \'olei''N lmllot ut the election in which the applicant wishes to 

13 vot4!, the commissioner of rcgbtration shall record therein in red 

14 ink the initial •• A," which shall mean that a civilian absentee ballot 

15 was deliVl!J · •lr mailed to tlw applicant by the county clerk. 

16 Whcue\'el' ... e ('Otnmi:>sionl.'r of registration receives from the 
• 

17 county clerk noticu that n ch·iliuu absentee Lallot bas betm for-

18 warded to a voter, duriug the time when the signature copy regis-

19 ters are in the custody of other election officials pursuant to this 

20 Title, or are in transit to or from such officials, the said commis-

21 siouer shall prior to the o}leuiug of the polls 011 elcctiou day. for-

22 wanl to the executive clerk of t!ach district board of elections a list 

23 of all civilian absentee voters to wlwm ballots have beeu sent but 

24 whose duplicate votiug record has not been mat·ked in the manner 

25 herein prescribed. Such lists may be prepared in the same ma1me; 

26 as a challenge ,{heet and may be included therein together with other 

27 causes for challcuge. No district board of eleetious shall pe1·mit 

28 any persou to vote whose registration record shall he marked with 

29 the initial A i11 red ink or whose name shall appear on any list or 

30 notice furnished by the commissioner of registration to the eil'ect 

31 that such voter l1as received an absentee ballot. 

32 Whenever a civilian absentee ballot has been delivered to a voter 

33 less thau seveu da.1s prior to an election and up to 3 p.m. of the duy 

:34 befo1·e th•• election, and tho signature copy registers are in the 

35 custody of other election officials, or in transit to or from :mch 

36 officials, the county clerk shall prepare a master list of all such 

37 ballots, which list shall be transmitted to the commissioner of 

38 registration iu sullicient time to permit such commissioner to notify 

39 the appropriate municipal clerk. The municipal clerk shall notify 

40 the [judge] executive clerk of the district election board to mark the 

41 voter's record accordingly. 

1 60. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Thi;; hill amends Titl1• l!l of tbe Revised Statutes to reorganize 

the strueture of district bouds of election, require board member 

training, and increase the per-diem compensation of board mem

bers. Specific provisions include tbe following: 

(1) The bil1 abolishes the titles of judge and inspector of the 

district boards of elections and el'eates in place thereof the title~=: 
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of E"Xei.'Utive clerk and a;;>-ist:mt exeeuti\"<' dt"rk of the board. The 

executive eltH'k and the Msi!;tnnt ext"\Cutive clerk will bP e-leeted 

by the bourtl memhl!l'S t hf'm;;:"'l n's, ns tbt' jul\!.rc mtti iuspt>l'tor 

now nt·o. J..~ikc the judg<' nnd insp~ctor, the l'Xecutin~ clea·lt and 

th~.>. assil.;taut executive clerk must be members of difff'rent political 

parties. 
The exec ·.·r> clerk mul the assi~:~tant E:-xecutive clerk will haYe 

the responsi!J ... ties now \PSted in the judge 1tnd inspector of the 

,hoard, respectively. In addition, wbere it would contribute to the 

effectiveness of election and c>lection· rHlatecl procedures, or whe1·c 

it would facilitate the pel'formanet~ by other officials of their 

election-related functions, ncth·ities now allocated to the district 

board as a whole are, uuder the bill, \'ested in thE' executive clerk 

alon~, or where partil4~1D considcl'lltions so indicate, in both the 

executive clerk and the ussh<tunt executive clerk jointly. Tilt

executive clerk and assistant executive clerk ;,hall be responsibll! 

for the collection and deposit of ballots. 

(2) I·~ach new election hoard member is required to uttend u 

training session within :m duy,; of appointment nu<l all bom·d 

member::: shall attend a !mining sel-lsion at Ieust oucH every tlmm 

years. Training sessions \\"ill bt- given l)y, or under the super,·ision 

of, county boards of elections. 

(3) The bill raises tbc compensation paid to 11istricl board 

members for each election day worked fi'Olll the cunent IL!vel of 

$50.00 to $75.00 .. \.n additional $25.00 would be paid to the hoal'd 

member or members charged with obtaining and delivering the 

signature copy registers. A board member who fails to attend 

training sessions would receive only $50.00 per election. 

{4) The additional costs associated with increased election 

board member compensation would be reimbursed to the counties 

by the State. 

ELECTIONS 

Revises tbe law concerning district boards of election. 



SENATE, No. 804 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1986 SESSION 

By Senator BROWN 

AN AcT concerning the compensation of members of the district 

board of elections and amending R. S. 19 :45-6. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 19:45-6 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :45-6. The compensation of each member of the district boards 

3 for all services performed by them under the provisions of this 

4 Title shall be as follows: 

5 In all counties, for all services rendered including the counting 

6 of the votes, and in counties wherein voting machines are used, 

7 the tabulation of the votes registered on the voting machines, and 

8 the delivery of the returns, registry binders, ballot boxes and keys 

9 for the voting machines to the proper election officials, $50.00 each 

10 time the primary election, the general election or any special elec-

11 tion is held under this Title, except that if a person pet·fonning 

12 these services receives instruction in the use of the voting machines 

13 and in any other required duties prior to the primary, general o-r 

14 special election, or has received instruction and is not required to 

15 receive further instruction, pursuant to the provisions of R. 8. 

16 19:50-1, the person shall receive $100.00 each time; provided, how-

17 ever, that in counties wherein voting machines are used no compen-

18 sation shall be paid for any services rendered at any special election 

19 held at the same time as any primary or general election. 

20 Such compensation shall be in lieu of all other fees and payments. 
Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 
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21 Compensation due each member shall be paid within 30 days but 

22 not within 20 days after each election; provided, however, that no 

23 compensation shall be paid to any member of any such district 

24 board who may have been removed from office or application for 

25 the, removal of whom is pending under the provisions of R. S. 19 :6-4. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill increases the compensation paid to members of district 

boards for services performed on election day from $50.00 to $100.00 

if that person receives instruction in the use of the voting machines 

and other related duties prior to the election. 



SENATE STATE GOVERNMENT, FEDERAL AND 
INTERSTATE RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SEN ATE, No. 804 
with Senate committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DATED: APRIL 3, 1986 

The Senate State Government Committee reports Senate Bill No. 804 

favorably and with amendments. 

This bill increases from $50.00 to $100.00 the compensation paid to 

members of district boards of elections for services performed on elec

tion day if the member receives instruction in the use of voting machines 

and other related duties at least once every three years. If the member 

does not receive such instruction, the compensation shall remain at 

$50.00. The bill also provides that the additional costs associated with 

increased election board member compensation shall be paid for by the 

State. 

The committee amended the bill to provide for increased compensation 

for board members receiving instruction at least once every three years. 

As originally introduced, the bill provided for increased compensation 

for those who receive instruction prior to the primary, general or special 

election and those who have receiYed instruction but are not required 

to have further instruction. The amendments also mandate that the 

additional costs associated with increased election board compensation 

be paid by the State. 



SENATE REVENUE, FINANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR 

SENATE, Nos. 1570 and 804 
[OFFICIAL CoPY REPRINT] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: MAY 19, 1986 

The Senate Revenue, Finance and Appropriations Committee re

ported, by Senate Committee Substitute, Senate Bill Nos. 1570 OCR 

and 804 OCR. 

This Senate committee substitute amends Title 19 of the Revised 

Statutes to reorganize the structure of district boards of election, re

quire board member training and increase the per diem compensation 

of board members. Specific provisions include the following: 

(1) The bill abolishes the titles of judge and inspector of the district 

boards of elections and creates instead the titles of executive clerk and 

assistant executive clerk of the board. The executive clerk and the 

assistant executive clerk shall be elected by the board members, as the 

judge and inspector now are, and shall be from different political 

parties. 

(2) The executive clerk and the assistant executive clerk shall have 

the responsibilities now vested in the judge and inspector of the board, 

respectively. Under certain circumstances, activities now allocated to 

the district board as a whole are also vested in the executive clerk or, 

where partisan considerations so indicate, in both the executive clerk 

and the assistant executive clerk. The executive clerk and assistant 

executive clerk shall collect and deposit ballots. The executive clerk 

shall obtain and deliver signature copy registers, and designate a board 

member to perform this task in the clerk's absence. 

(3) Each new election board member is required to attend an in

structional session and all district board members shall attend an in

structional session at least once every three years. 

( 4) The bill raises the compensation paid to district board members 

for each primary and general election day worked from $50.00 to $75.DO. 

An additional $25.00 would be paid to the board member charged with 

obtaining and delivering the signature copy registers. If two members 

share the responsibility for the signature copy registers, then they 

would each be entitled to $12.50 per election. The additional costs asso

ciated with increased election board member compensation would be 

paid for by the State. 



2 

FISCAL IMPACT : 

The compensation paid to all district board of election members is 

raised for each election day worked from $50.00 to $75.00. Based on an 

average of four workers per district, and a total of 5,709 districts, the 

estimated cost per election is $570,900.00. The additional compensation 

to one board member for obtaining and returning the signatory register 

is estimated to cost $142,725.00 per election, for a total increased cost 

of $713,625.00 per election. This estimate assumes that all members 

will have attended the required training sessions and will therefore be 

eligible for the maximum remuneration. 

Based on an average of two elections per year, the annual cost of 

this bill is approximately $1,427,250.00. 

':Phis bill appropriates $1,500,000.00 from the General Fund for the 

specified purpose. 



STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
F::u:ccnn DEP.-tRT:\IE:-.:T 

December 12, 1986 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR 

SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR 

SENATE BILL NOS. 1570, 804 AND 

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 2782 

To the General Assembly: 

Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph 14 of the Constitution, I am 

returning Assembly Committee Substitute for Senate Committee Substitute for 

Senate Bill Nos. 1570, 804 and Assembly Bill No. 2782 with my objections for 

reconsideration. 

The Assembly Committee Substitute raises the compensation level of district 

board election members from $50 per election to $75 per election. The member 

of the board charged with the duty of obtaining and signing for the signature 

copy register shall receive an additional $12.50 per election or $6.50 each if 

two board members share the responsibility. The member of the board charged 

with the duty of returning the signature copy register shall receive an additional 

$12.50 an election or $6.25 each if two board members share that responsibility. 

While I am supportive of an increase in compensation to members of district 

boards of election, I cannot sign the Assembly Committee Substitute in its 

present form. The legislation mandates that the State pay for the increase in 

the compensation to members of district boards of election. Although I believe 

that board member compensation is inadequate and should be increased, I cannot 

approve the State's assumption of the cost of this increase as required by this 

bill. In this time of budget constraints, every commitment to new spending 

programs must be carefully reviewed. I cannot in good conscience commit the 

State to expenditures such as this which will continue on into y~ars in which 

budget constraints may be even more severe. 

Therefore, I herewith return Assembly Committee Substitute for Senate 

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill Nos. 1570, 804 and Assembly Bill No. 2782 

and recommend that it be amended as follows: 



Page l, Section 1, 

Pase 1 • Section 1 • 

Page 3. Section 4, 

Pa~e 3. Section 5, 

[seal) 

Attest: 

/s/ Michael R. Cole 

Chief Counsel 

J 

j 

I 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
EXF:CLTIVE DEP-\RT,\lE:o.;T 
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Line 5: Delete "In addition. the 

Lines 6-10: Delete in entirety. 

Lines 1-2: Delete in entirety. 

Line 1 : Delete "5" and insert "4" 

State shall, 

Respectfully, 

" 

/s/ Thomas H. Kean 

GOVERNOR 
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