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974.90 New Jersey. Legislature. Senate. Judiciary Committee.
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1986u July 24, 1986. Trenton, 1986.
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Rosen, Bruce S. GOP Senators seek Wilentz out ster, 117 NJLJ 203 (February 20, 1986)
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Cheever, Joan M. A process indicated or shaken <Committee hearings on reappointment
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Wilentz seeks to modify residency bill, 119 NJLJ 1 (Jan 1, 1987)
 

Brownstein, Pamela. "Ruling caps difficult year for Wilentz," 119 NJLJ 421 (March 12,
 
1987)
 

Wilentz will comply with residency law, 119 NJLJ 151 (January 29, 1987)
 

Brooks, David. Wilentz residency move may not end debate, 119 NJLJ 539 (April 2, 1987)
 

Wilentz lobbying on residency legislation is focus of review by Supreme Court, 119 NJLJ
 
959 (May 28, 1987)
 

Rutholz, Judy. Court rejects charge against Wilentz; Senator plans to keep ethics issue 
alive. 120 NJLJ 783 (Oct 29, 1987) 

See also newspaper clipping file in New Jersey Reference Department under 
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ASSEl\IBLY Nos. 2967 and 3057 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

ADC)PTED DECE~fBER S, 1986 

By .LL\SSCll1blYlllCJlJ RC)():\EY and PELLI'" 

AN ....\CT concerning IJcrSOl1S IJolding !)ublic office in this State and 

amending R. S. 52 :14-7. 

1 BE IT E~ACTED by the Senate and General .L1 sse?nbly of the State 

2 of }lcu~ Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 5:? :14-7 is 8rrH?nded to read as follo,\~s: 

2 52 :14-7. a. ...4 S 11 sed in t 1(is sec t ion, t t 1)er son holdi 12 g an office in 

3 t his State" lneons the Gorernor~' a 'In eni ber of the Legislature; the 

4 head of each ]jrillcijJal del,orfnlenf of tl,e Executiz'e Branch of the 

5 SYfate G01..'e1"J(}ncnf; and cre?"!,' Justice of tl,c J.~uIH·en2e Courf, judge 

6 of the S(1)crior lOlir t and judge of any inferior court establisl,ed 

7 'Under the lau's of this State. 

8 b. Except as other'Yise proyided by la,\~, eYery' !Jerson bolding an 

9 office in this State, under tbe autLorit)· thereof, shall [reside] 

10 hat:e his or her l)r'incipal residence in this State and shall execute 

11 such offiee. 

12 Fur tlt(- rturlJrJSf.~ of this' ,s'UbL"(cti l
)}{,, *[if a l";cr ..'-r)ji 7,as Qllf or rn·ore 

13 ]J 1aCf S' 0 f r c .~. idenc[ 'u'i t hi}l t7tis ~5 tat e and 0 1t e 0 r 1nore ])lacesot 

14 res ide nee 0 utsid (: t 7, isS'tat e., tIi c ~' tat e 0 f It·iS 0 r "e r pri 12 cipal resi­

15 d f nee is that 01l C 0 f th (J S estatesin u·lt i (' It t 7£ e 1) f rs 012 S pen ds the 
, 

16 grea test liro1)0 1'tion of his or her ti172 e, exec lJt f hat dctern,inations 

17 hereunder of pri7iCiZJal residence shall be 1nade u~ithout regard to: 

18 (1) any tin7C during u'hielt the person is u~ithin ih·is State and u~hich 

19 he or she Sl;('J7d8 at teork in his or ',er official CGIJGcity or fra1..;elling 

20 betu:een a residence located outs-ide the ~)tate and his or her regular 

21 0 ffi(i a1 '( C (I r k{;1a(' f.; (:2) any tin{f duri 11 9 l {' 7, i (' It f he}) f rson ·isou f side 

22 (If t7tis State and {(rich lie or S7it' ~1)(nds Qtfual1,71 enpCl:?en in the 

23 ,.,. - (V"'" ". 7·77 7]'J(rf'r,-'fi1l0 li('( (;.1 /'1..( (j1' IltT (:Xi: til C"/Ji lC.,C' or U.',il( i (( (11" Stle nn~st 

EX.PLA~ATIo~-'fatter en('lo~ed in hold-faced hra('ket~ [thu~] in the above bill 
is not enacred and i~ intended to be omitted in the law. 

~fnttf'r printf>d in italics thu,t. ig new matter. 

Matter eneJo!of'd in asteri!-ks or ~tar~ has been ad(,ptt-d a~ follow!: 

·--As~{'nlbl~· anH'n(hn{'nt~ adoph·d D('('E-nlbt:r 8, 1986. 
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24 necessarily, as a practical ,natfer, spc)ld outside of f1zis State In 

25 con 1tlectio1l trith the IJCr!ornzancc of those official duties; and (3) in 

26 the case of a person holding Q'Jl office in this Sfate 1vl;ich is flot a 

27 fu 11- f i1Jl e 0 fJi fe, any tin1e d'U r in~q u'hie1, t lz e person is 0 utside 01 this 

28 State and ?rhiclt he or she spends engaged in the lJer!or1nance of 

29 duties 'neecs.sarilv a1-'ising in connection 1ritll a position 01 ernploy­

30 rnent 1fhich he or she h 07ds and u~h icll is 'unrelated to th e office, and 

31 also any time u'hich the person spends fravcll·ing bctuieen a resi­

32 de 'Yl C(' 10 cat cd u) if hi17 f his Sf (l f e (J nd his 0 r her r e~q U lar w 0 rk1-71 ace 

33 tOl( tlz-a,t ]Josition. of eni]JloYlnent.]· ·a, person lIwy hQt,C at n10st oue 

33A pri'ncilJal residence, and the state of a IJerSon's prril1cipal ,"esiden.ce 

33B 111eallS th.e state (1) u'here the person spends the 'tnajorify -of his or 

33e he'r n'01il.fOTking ti,ne, and (2) u~hich is n20st clearly tJ"e cenIer of 

33n h-is or }"C1" dOJnestic life, and (3) u~hi.c1z is design.Q.ted as h.is or her 

33E legal a.dd·Tess aHd legal resi.dence for voting. The fact th.af a lJerson 

33F is donziciled in this J~tate shall not by itself satisfy th.e req-u,irenz,ent 

33G of princi]]al residency hereunder.· 

34 c. If an:r perSOll holding an); [such] office or ofher position in 

3'j this State sball attempt to let, farm out or transfer such office or 

36 posit-ion or any part thtereof to any person, be shall forfeit the sum 

37 of fifteen bundred dollars ($1,500.00), to be recovered with costs by 

38 any perSOll ,,~bo shall sue for the samc, one-half to the prosecutor 

39 and the otLer balf to tbe treasurer for the use of the State. 

40 d. No person shall be appointed to or bold any [office] position 

41 in this State \\"ho has not the requisite qualifications for personally 

42 performing the duties of such [offiC'e] position in cases where 

43 scientific enginef'ring skill is necessary to the perforn1ance of the 

44 duties thereof. 

45 e. ·[~4n~1 office in. this State u'lu'ch, on the effeeti've d-a·te of this 

46 1986 a.nzendafoTy Q.cf, is h,eld by a pe-rson u.'h,o is dis-qual-ified there­

47 for u·ndcr Q1lY provisi-on .of this section shall be 1)Q·ca·nt a,s of and 

48 franI th-af. effectire date . ..t.4.ny office in, thi.s State held by a person 

49 u:Jro becanz,es di.squlllified therefor after the effective d.ate of th.is 

50 1986 Q,l}l endatory act 'under any provis'ion of this sfcfi.oll, shall be 

51 vacant as of and fron1- tJ~e date of the d-isqu,QJificati,01z. lJ'h·ere t71ere 

52 is or sh.all be elected or appointed to a1~ office in, th£s State a pe'rson 

53 u'ho, at the tin2e of s·uclz election or OlJIJoinfnzcnf or at any su,bse­

54 qU·f nt t inl e p 1'i.or to his a··c.'S'u JJ( 1)t i,o 11 of th f c:ffice) is di$q1.~.al i/itd the rc­

55 fOT 'under any provision of this section, the 6lecii'.on or az.)l)ointrnent 

56 sl{ all ~e t'oid and i neD'eel ire far the l)U rpose of filling that office. 

57 /.]. ~-\JjY }Jel'son [holding or] -7z.o1di'lig or- atte111lJting to hold an 

5S 0 ffi ee i J) Y j 01 a t ion 0 f t11 iss('e t i 0 J1 S} 1311 bee0 L S j d(J r t>d D. S i 1] ega11 ~y 

59 [ho]diJJg or] ffholding or- attellJIJting to hold the sarne·[, al1d 
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60 the]-·; protYi.".ded th-at a person holding an office in. this State sh.aJl 

61 M.ve 01~e ye.ar from the ef!ectivc date of th.i.s act or trom the tinte 

62 of ta.kin.g th,e oath rOf .office, u;hichevey is later, to sati.sfy th·e req1tire­

63 ment of pril'l~ipal residency, and if thereafter sttch person fails to 

64 sati.sfy the requiremen.t of prin~ipaJ residen-ey as defi1led herein 

65 u,i.th respect to a1lY 365-d.ay pe1'iod, th.at person, shall be deem.ed 

66 unqua.lified for office. Th.e- Superior Court [nlay] shall, in a 

67 [proceeding] civil actio'n in lieu of prerogative \\·rit, give judgment 

68 of ouster against such person, [at] upon the [relation] c01nplain.t 

69 of any offic-er or citizen of the State-, protnded that any such 

70 c01npl.a,int shall be brought u)i.th.in one year of the alleged 365-day 

71 period of failure to have his or her prin.cipal resideru;e in this 

72 State-. 

1 2. This act shall take effect on the ·[18Oth]- -90th- day after 

2 the date of enactment. 

GO\TERNOR AND STATE OFFICERS 

Requires that State officers have their principal residence in this 

State; establishes basis of principal residency; specifies particular 

State officers to whom requirement applicable. 



~ - '7 

SENATE, No. 2453
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

B~v Senators lil~SS(), Ll"'~C~I-], OREC:HI(), \TA:\ "'.l\.G~El{, 

DIFR...~NCESC()~ 1)(Jl~SE1-r, L~\.SI~IK, Z...;\:!\E and ()'CU?\KOR 

Referred to l~onlrrlittec on State Govern1110nt and Federal and
 

Interstate Relations and \Tcteraus ..L~ffairs
 

AN ~~CT concerning **[State officers]~:* **z)crsons holding lJub!ic 

office in tlL is State* *alJd alllenuillg R. S. 52 :14-7. 

1 BE IT EXACTED uy the Senate and General Asse1nlJly of the State 

2 of 1\7ew Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 52 :14-7 is al11ended to read as foIlo\ys: 

2 52 :14-7. * *~a. As used in f his section, ((lJCrSon It oldl~Jl.(j an office in 

3 this Statc"~ 1neans the Governor; a 1nenzber of the Legislature; the 

4 head of each ]JrincilJal dC1Jart-1nent of the ExeC"llt ive Branch of the 

5 State gover1tlnent; and every Just'ice of the SUIJrente ('ourt, judge 

6 rOf the f,'fupcrior Co-urt aud judge of al1yinfc11'ioT court established 

7 under the 1a1D8 of this State.** 

8 **b. =K~* Exce!)t as otller,yise prov'ided h)y la\\Y~ 8yerJT l)erson llold­

9 ing all office ill this State, under the authorit~y tllereof, shall **[be a 

10 d01niciliary of and reside]** **have his or her IJrincilJalll'esidence** 

11 in tllis State alld shall execute sue]l office. 

12 **For the lYilTlJoses of this subsceti.on) a lJcrson n2a~/ 7zGve at 1nost 

13 one IJrincil)al 'residence, and the state of a IJerson·s lJrinciZJal 

14 Iresidence 1neans the state (1) u~lzere the }Jer.son S})C17 d,s' the l71a,ioritJJ 

15 of his or her n0171DUrkillg tiJne, alld (2) 1Dhichis U10st clearly the 

16 cenie," of ]~is 01 1 her donl.cstic life, and (3) 1~'hic7z,is designated as 

17 his or her legal address and legal residence for 1:otillg. 1'he fact 

18 that a lJerson· is dOnLic'iled in, this SYtate shall not by itself satisfy 

19 the req'ui renl cut of lJrincilJal residency hcreunder.* * 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in hold-faced brackets [thus] in the above hill 

is not enacted and is intended to be onliUcd in the law. 
Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 

Malter enclosed in asterisks or stars has heen adopted as follow~: 

*-Senate CODlmittee amendnlent~ adppted SepteJllber 8~ 1986. 
* *-Assembly committee amendments .'adopted Decenlher 8, 1986. 

• * *-Assembl,.· amendment adopted December 8, 1986. 



21 ]losition in tlti~ Statl ff ~ Ella11 at tt!ll to let. farl}) out or tral:sfcl' 

23 shall forfeit the sunl of fifteen hu] !(!l'ed dollrrr~ ($} ..500.00) .. to l)~ 

24 reco\"Percd \yith C'osts 11)' any I)er~Oll \\"ltu E]!Hll SllCI for tIle SUIllCJ, 

2G one-llalf to the TJfOSecutor and the other half to tllP tlcaSUl'er for 

26 the use of tl1e Stn t(l. 

27 **d. ** l'~o 11erSOJl shall be Hl1}10illteJ to or hold allY :::::Y.·[officr]'*-~Y 

28 **ZJosifi.on:'t-*:: ill this State \"ho 11U8 ll0t tlle requisite qualifjcaticns 

2~) fOT r~ersolla]ly J)erfOrlniLg the duties of suc·h **[offiee]** **'ZJosi­

30 tion** in eases \Y}lere scientifie engineering sl\:ill is l1ecessar-y to tIle 

31 IJerforlnanee of the duties tllereof. 

32 **e.*:tt Any' l)erson holding or atten1I)ting to 1101d an office ill 

33 'viola tiol1 of tllis section sllall be COllsidered as illegall}" llolding or 

34 attenlI)ting to hold tIle sallle**[, and the]*· **; prorc-ided that a 

35 person; holding an office ilL this State ~hall have one year froln t}~e 

36 effective date of t7tis act or fron~ the tilne of taki'lzg the oath, of 

37 office, which,ever is late1~, to satisfy the rcquil"eJnent of IJri'ncipal 

38 residen.,cy, and if thereaftelf such· person fails to satisfy the require­

39 1nent of lJ1'illcipal residency as defined herei·n with 1"espect to any 

40 365-day period, that person shall be deelned unqualified for office. 

41 The ··Superior Court **[lllay]** ** shall**, in a **[proeeeding]** 

42 *·civil action** in lieu of 1Jrerogati\:e \,"rit, g'i'le judgl11ellt of ouster 

43 against suell person, **[at]** "·u.pon** tIle **[relation]** **C01J'l­

44 lJlaint** of any" officer :tt*or citizen·· of tIle State**, lJrovided that 

45 that any s'uch c01nZJlaint sh.all be brought 'lL'ithi·n one yea'r of the 

46 alleged 3G5-day period of fail'ltTe to 7lave his or her principal resi­

47 dence of this State**. 

48 **[As used in this sectio1Z, "person holding a1'~ office in this State" 

49 ·[incZ.udes]* *rnean.s'* the Chief J1lstice and Associate Justices of 

GO the SU1Jre1ne Court, Judges of the F3ulJer·ior C01trt, the Governor, 

51 the h..ead of each lJTinciZJal depari'JnenfJ!:[,]* *and· the 1nenl.be1·S of 

52 the Legislature *[and any other lJerson ~rho holds an office created 

53 by the (/f ol1,(,'fiiuJion OIl' stat1lte of this ~~tate]*.]** 

1 2. Tllis act shall take effect **[inlmediatel'Y]** **on the 

2 ···[18oth]*** ***90th*** day after the date of enactn'Lent.*:1JF 

GOVER,NOR AND STATE OFFICERS 

Requires that State officers have. their principal residence in this 

State; esta~lishes basis of principal residency; specifies particular 

State officers to "Thorn requirement applicable. 



SEN ATE, No. 2453
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

B)T Senators Rl~SS(), ]~·l~NCII, ()RECIII(), \T-,,\~ \':~\GNER, 

DIFR~~NCES(;(),1)( )l~SE)T, I~.:\SI{lN, ~.l\NE 311d ()'C()XNC)R 

Rrferrrd to (~onlnlit10P on State (tOyern111rnt and v-'e<lera] and
 

Inte r ~ tat p l: p 1a t i 0 11 ~ all d \!Pt (1 rans .,A. ffairR
 

..t~N ~\CT cOllcernin,g State officers and an1pnc1ing I{. S. 32 :14-7. 

1 BE IT EXACTED lj~ll the Senote (lnd General 14ssenzrl:lJ of the S¥tate 

2 of NeuJ Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 52 :14-7 is all1enc1ed to reael as fol1o\\'s: 

2 52 :14-7. Exre})t a s at h(~r\'Tisr })roYidec1 hy la\,~, (iver:~ l)erson hold­

3 ing' all office ill this State, uncleI' the authority t110reof, shall be a 

4 donziciliar/f of and reside in this State and 87,011 exec-ute such office. 

'3 If any IJerson bol(Jing' any snch office s11all attelllpt to let, farl11 

G out or transfer such office or an~~ IJart thereof to an~" [Jerson, he 

7 shall forfeit tbe SUll1 of fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500.00), to be 

S recoyered \\~ith costs hy an~~ perSOll \\~ho ~llal1 sue for the Sa111e'l 

B 011e-half to the pros('cutor and the otller half to the treaSlIrer for 

10 tIle use of tI1e State. 

11 :No l)erson shall be RIJpointed to or hold any office in this State 

12 \VIIO ]la8 not the requi~ite qualificatiol1s for personal1)T IJerfofl11ing 

13 the duties of such office in eases \yhere scientific engineering' skill 

14 is neeessar)~ to the rlerfornlanec of the duties thereof. 

15 .L~ny person holding or at tenllJtin~!; to bold an office In yiola tiOIl 

16 of tbis section shall be considered as illegally holding or attemr)ting 

17 to hold tIle same, and the SUI)erior Court nlay-, in a l)rOceeding in 

18 lieu of prerogatiYe \"rit, give judgl118nt of ouster against SllCb })er­

19 SOIl at t 11ere1at ion 0 f a 11Y office l' 0 f t IH? S tate. , . 
20 .L4s 'used in this section, (( ]Jerson 7toldinll a'n office in this State " 

21 -includ'es the Chief Justice and J.4 ssociate Justices of the ~e,'fU}J1~e1'ne 

Matter printed in italics thus is ne'l\' matter. 



2:2 (lour!, Jurl.oes of the ~"··;7(})p,.i()r ('(Juri" th(' (;orcruuf. tll" "cod of f,ar], 

23 })riucij/a! rlcj;nrfn/('uf. tlu' I1IC/I/t'/('rs (1/ Ilie 1.J('qislafurc (Iud any ofller 

24 perS 011 1rho ,,()1rI .'" (f tl nIii(.e (' r r f( f (' LJ .'/ t It c (\.,11 sfit l( f i() n nr 8!(( t ute 0 f 
25 tllis ~9fafe. 

1 2. l'lli~ act ~]Hdl takp fli1'0et illll110diatply. 

ST~~ rI'E1\1ENT 

T'his hill anlcn(l~ R,. s. ~):2 :1-+-7 to sp0eify: (1) that persons hold­

il~g office in thi~ DtatC) 110 1)ot11 dOllli(·il('(1 and ]'esidpl1t in this State ~ 

and (2) that t11(' t()l'll1 44 J)(~r~Oll Loldillg' all office ill tlli~ State" a~ used 

in 111at spctiol1 jnelude~ t110 t'hlP1' .lustier and .L\ssociate Justices 

of thp Supreme (;ourt, .JUdg0s of the Suprrior Conrt, the GoYernor, 

the head of each prineirJal depal'tn1cnt, t11p Inembers of t110 I.Jeg'is­

latl1re and an:T other p(jrson \\'ho holds an offiee created by the COll­

stitution or statute of this State. 

Require$ that State officers be both c10111ieiled and resident in tbis 

State. 

52'-1)J 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 2967 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRC)DUCED JUI-JY 10, 1986 

By ....\.ssemblyman ROONEY 

AN ACT concernIng persolls holding public office III tllis State 

and all1endiI1g R. S. 52 :14-7. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Sen,ate al~d Gerl:eral Asselnbly of the State 

2 of "ATetv Jersey: 

1 1. R,. S. 52 :14-7 is amended to read as follo\ys: 

2 52 :14-7. Exeel)t as otber,,·ise provided by la\v, ever)T person 

3 holding an office in this State, llnder tbe authority thereof, shall 

4 reside in this State and execute such office. Residence in this State 

5 in·clu·des spet~din.g a 1naiority of thle hours betu7ee1~ 6 p.1n. and 

6 6 Q. 11~. of at least 180 nights each year in, ih·is State except if 
7 perso·t~al ill-ness requires absence front th eState. 

8 If any' person bolding all)' such office shall attenlpt to let, farlll 

9 out or transfer such office or an)! part thereof to all}' persoll, he 

10 shall forfeit the SUITI of fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500.00), to be 

11 reco,~ered \vith costs by" an~T perSOll ,vbo shall sue for the 8an18, ) 
I 

12 olle-balf to tIle prosecutor and the otber balf to the treasurer for 

13 the use of the State. 

14 No person shall be appointed to or hold alTY office in tllis State 

15 \vbo has not the requisite qualifications for l)ersonally· performing> 

16 the duties of such office ill cases \vhere scientific engineerjng skill 

17 is necessar)T to the l)erforn1allce of the duties thereof. 

18 Any· person holding or attemptillg to hold an office in violation 

19 of this sectioll shall be considered as illegally holding or attenlpt­

20 illg to hold the saIne, and the SUl)erior Court lnay, ill a l)roceeding' 

Matter printed in italics th.us is new matter. \ 

\ 
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21 in lieu of 11rerogative \vrit, give judg111ent of ouster against suell 

22 person, at the relation of any officer of the State. 

1 2. This act shall take effect 011 Jalluary 1st 11ext following enact­

2 menta 

STATEl\IENT 

This bill requires every perSOll holding public office in Ne"r 

JerSejT to slJend a majoritJr of the hours between 6 p.nl. and 6 a.m. 

of at least 180 nights each year ill this State at the person's plac~ 

of residence, exclusiv'e of tIle till1e spent else\vhere due to illness. 

GOVERNOR AND STATE OFFICERS 

Requires all State officeholders to spend at least 180 nights per 

year at their place of residence. 



ASSEMBLY STATE GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

STATEThfENT TO 

SENATE, No. 2453 
with As~emblycommitteeamendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: DECEMBER- 8,1986 

The Assembly State Goverl1ment Committee reports favorably and 

with Committee amendments Senate Bill No. 2453. 

This bill amends a statute \vhich imposes certain requirements and 

restrictions on persons 110lding State office. In particular, the bill 

revises a provision of that statute tlnder which those officers are 

required to reside in the State. ITnder the bill: 

(1) The requirement of State residency would be replaced vvith a 

requirenlent that holders of State offices have their pril1cipal residence 

in the State; 

(2) The particular officers to whom the requiremel1t would apply are 

specified, namely, the Governor, members of the Legislature, heads of 

principal departments of the Executive Branch, and justices and 

judges of the several courts established under State law; 

(3) For the purpose, in applying the statute, of determining whether 

an officer meets the ne\v requirement, the state of that officer's principal 

residence would be that state where the officer spends the majority of 

his or her nonworking time; 

(4) A person holding all office to which the principal residency 

requirement applies would have one year from the effective date of the 

a,ct or from taking the oath of office, whichever is later, to satisfy the 

requirement; 

(5) An officer would be disqualified from office if, after the require­

ment became applicable to him, he failed to satisfy the specified criteria 

for any 365-day period; and 

(6) Standing to enforce the statute against any person attempting to 

hold a,n office in violatio11 of its provisions, currently restricted to State 

officers, \vould be conferred on every citizen of the State, but any 

complaint against an officer for failure to meet the residency require­

ment would have to be brought within one year of that alleged failure. 

The committee's c011sideration and favorable reporting of this sub­

stitute bill \vere done with full understanding that all existing statutory 

requirements that persons working in State Governn1ent be residents of 

the State are valid and enforceable, and are applicable to all holders of 

the State offices named in paragraph (2) above. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDIVIENTS: 

The committee amended the bill to: 

(1) Substitute the principal residency requirement for the bill's 

proposed joint requirerrlent that a State officer be a resident in the 

State (required llnder existillg law) and a donliciliary thereof; 

(2) Provide the criteria for determining the state of a person's 

principal residence and establish the 365-day time period over vvhicll 

those criteria would be applied in testing whether the principal 

residency requiremellt has been met; 

(3) Reword the bill's list of specific officers to be covered by the 

requirement and add to that list the judges of the several statutory 

inferior courts; 

(4) Provide for the one-year grace period; 

(5) Broaden standing to enforce the principal residellcy requirement 

and inlpose the one-year statute of limitations on stlits for enforcement; 

and 

(6) Postpone the effective date of the legislation from the date of 

enactment to tIle 180th day followillg that date. 
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ASSE!\IBLy STATE GOVERNMENT CO!\1J\fITTEE 

STATEl\lI£NT TO
 

ASSE1\IJ~I~Y C;Ol\I~IITTI~~]~~ SU])STITl1TI~ FOR
 

ASSEl\IBLY Nos. 2967 and 3057
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: NOVE~fBER 24, 1986 

The AssenlblJ~ State GoV"ernnlent C0111111ittee reports fa"vorably· an 

.L~ssenlbl~1' COl11111ittee Substitute for .L\.sselubly Bill Kos. 2967 and 3057. 

This substitute bill al11ends a statute \VIlic}l in1IJOSeS certain require­

111ents and restrictions on persons holding State office. In particular, the 

bill re\:ises a pro\Tision of tllat statute under wIlich those officers are 

required to reside in tIle State. Under tIle bill: 

(1) TIle requirelllellt of State residenc")T \vould be rel)laced \vitll a 

requiren1ent that Il01ders of State offices haye their princil)al residence 

in tIle State; 

(2) The !)articular officers to \v}lonl tIle requirenlellt al)plies are 

specified, na1llel)T, tIle Go\:ernor, Inelllbers of tIle Legislature, heads of 

principal departn1ellts of the Executive Brancll, al1d justices and 

judges of the several courts establislled under State la\v; 

(3) For the purpose, in apI)lJ~ing the statute, of deternlining \vhetller 

an officer \yllO l11aintains one or lllore places of residence both ,vithill 

and outside tIle State llleets tIle ne\v require111ent, the state of t11at 

officer's principal residence \vould be that state il1 \v}lie]l the officer 

spends tIle greatest prOI)Ortion of Ilis or her till1e, excluding (a) ti1l1e 

spent ,vorking in 11is or 11er official Cal)acity·, (b) certain til118 necessarily 

spent outside the State by virtue of tIle partjcular office Ile.1d, (c) in the 

case of tIle holder of a part-tinle State office, ti111e spent at \vork outside 

the State in a positi011 unrelated to that office, and (d) certai1l con1­

mutation ti1118; 

(4) A provisioll is added to tIle statute clarifying that the require­

nlents and restrictions ,vIlich it inl1)OSeS with respect to State offices are 

applicable to present and future holders of t110se offices and to persons 

who are or shall be elected or al)pointed to those offices; and 

(5) Standing' to enforce the statute against an")T perSOll attempting 

to 110ld an office in violation of its l)ro\:risiolls, currelltl"y restricted to 

State officers, is C011ferred on e"'"\:'81'Y cjtizen of the State. 

The C0l111nittee's consideratioll and favTorable. reporting of tllis sub­

stitute bill \vere done ,vitIl full understanding that all existing statutory 

requiren1811ts tllat persons \vorking ill State Goverlllllent be residents 

of the State are Yalid alld enforceable, and are apI)licable to all llolders 

of the State offices l1anled in IJaragraph (2) above. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

SENATE, No. 2453 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: SEP1'EMBER 8, 1986 

The Senate .Tudiciary Committee reports favorably and with com­

mittee amendments Senate Bill No. 2453. 

R. S. :)2 :14-7 presently requires a person holding a State office to be 

a resident. As amended by the committee, this bill would specify that 

a person holding a State officr is required to be both a domiciliary and 

resident of New .Tersey. This lJill also clarifies that the term" person 

holding an office in thi s State" means the Chief Justice and Associate 

.Justices of the Supreme Court, .Judges of the Superior Court, the Gov­

ernor, the head of each principal department and members of the Legis­

lature. Language indicating that persons holding any constitutional or 

statutory office are also covered by R. S. 52 :14-7 was deleted. 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
 
NEWS RELEASE
 

CN-001	 TRENTON, N.J. 08625 
Cont~ct:	 JOHN SAMERJAN Release: THURS. JA~. 22, 198 

609-292-8956 or 292-6000 EXT. 207 

Governor Thomas H. Kean today signed legislation that requires 
members of the state judiciary and members of the Governor's 
cabinet to maintain their principal residence in New Jersey. 

II I am convinced the bill does notrequire any member of the 
individual's family to live in the state," Governor Rean said. 

" This opinion has been concurred in by my chief counsel, 
the Attorney General as well as the legislative leaders," 
Governor Kean concluded. 

5-2453, which requires that certain high state officials 
maintain their principal residence in this stat~~ was 
sponsored by Senator John F. Russo, D- Ocean. 

The legislation is effective 90 days after enactment. 

# # # 
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