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ASSEMBL Y, No. 4036 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTHODUCED MAY 18, 1987 

By AssemhlyllluJI FRANKS 

AN ACT concerllill~ dOIlIPstic' allimnl control and nmending P. L. 
H>41, c.l5!. 

1 BI~ 11' ENACTJo:11 by Ill,' Senate and Grm'ral As,lwmMy of tlw Stale 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section J{i or P. L. 1941, e, 151 (C. 4 :l!)-15.16) is RlI1flllclfl(] to 

2 rflmlas 1'0110\\"1' : 

3 16. Any Jlf'r~llll llppoilltC'11 for thl' purpose by the govl'nliug hOOy 

4 of the Ill11niC"ipa1itr :-:111111 tnkf' into custody RlIlI impou\I() ()J' caUse 

5 to hI' tul\ell ilil" em:lody 111111 iJlIpollllded, ami tJll'rf'flfter df~stroyed 

6 or [ditlposf"r:ol] offf'l('(1 for adoption as provided in'tbis HI'ction: 

7 (a) AlI~' do.~: oft' Ihf' prerllil"l's or the owner or of the person 

~ 1('C'l'iJl~ or hn..hOl'i II~~ suid do~ whiC"h suill oliicinl or his nJ{ellt or 

9 1lr,'ClltH 1mVI' )'(,lll"OIl to 1lI'liflvf\ iH a stray Ilog; 

to (h) Any {lo.~~ off tllP prcwisf\s of the owner or of the person 

11 kpepiuA' or hlll'horiJl~ Haid do~ witJlOut lL current registration tag 

12 on bis collar i 

13 (c) Auy fmllulCl do~ in season off the premises of the owner or 

14 of the )lerson kCt'Iling- or harhori ng said dog; 

15 (d) AllY flo~ or othC'r auilllnl whieh is sUI'peetefl to h" rabid; 

16 (e) AllY do~ or other oJlilllul off the Jlrmllil;('~ of' til(' owuer 

17 rflported to, or ohserv('d 11)., n ~f\rtifif'fl onimal ('ontro) offir(!r to he 

18 i1I. injured or ('l'f'ntin~ n tlm'nt to I'U1llif' IIf'alth, ~:tf"t>· or Wflll'UI'P, 

19 or otherwi!w iJltcrr(~ring with tilt' "JljoyJllelll of I'ropf'l·ty. 

20 If any animal so seized w<'tlrs u collar or hor,lt'ss baving hi· 

21 scrilled ther~()n or attar.Ji(lcI thereto tht! 1111111(' olld nddress of uny 

22 persoll or u :l'C~i8tratioll tl\~, or tIll' owner 01' tlw p('rllon ke~phll 

23 or harhorinA' lIuill lLniJllnl i~ knowl1, :l1lr 11I'1'80n LluthoriZl'd by tJle 

24 ~o"C'rnil1~ hm1r Hhnlll'o1'lhwith I't'rw 011 tlw J!('rSOIl whose addlest 

25 is Ioth'flu 011 til(' ('ollor, or 011 thC' oWIIC'r or the PPl'FOII kerpi!lA' or 

26 harboring snit! nnimul. if knowll, u notice ill writing stating that 

IuLAltAftON-Maller mrl••ed In IlOld·laM brH rdnaaJ .. the ......... 
.. _l ea••ed aad I. la.ended 10 be oml . 
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27 the animal has b<!ell seized and will he 'Hable to hl~ [disposed of] 

28 offered for adoption or destroyed if Dot claimed within seven days 

29 after tJle service of thF' notice. 

30 A notice under this section may be served either hy delivering it 
31 to the person on whom it is to be served, or by leaving it at the per

32 son's usual or last known place of ahode, or at the address given on 

33 the collar, 01' 11)' forwarding it hy post in n prepaid letter addressed 

34 to tlll11 }ll'l"SOJl at his usual or last known place of abode. or to the 

35 address giv~n on the collar. 

36 [When allY dog so seized has been detained for seven days after 

37 notice, wllen notice can be given as above set forth, or has been 

38 detained for seven days after seizurl', when no notice has heen given 

39 as above set forth and if the owner or person keeping or harboring 

40 said dog has not claimed said dog and paid all expenses incurred 

41 by reason of its detention, including maintenance not exeeeding 

42 $4.00 per day, and if the dog be unlicensed at the time of the 

43 seizure and the .own<!r or person ke<!ping or harboring said dog hu 

44 not IJrodu('<!c!1l Iic<!IlS(! amI" registration tag for said dog, any person 

45 autllorized by the goverllillg body may cause the dog to be de

46 stroyed in mannE>r causing as little pain as possible and cODlistont 

47 with the provisions of B. S. 4:22-19.] 

48 .AtrO person authorized by the governing body; may cause ""' 

.9 atliJJ~al to be destroyed in a mafltlcr causitzg as little pain as possible 

50 atld conai.dent witl~ tl~e provisions of B. 8. 4:22-1~ or ol/ered for 

51 adoptiora seven daY3 after seizure provided tlu": 

52 (1) Notice is given as set forth above and the aRimal remaitl. 

53 _claimed; or, 

54 (3) The ottJfaer or person keeping or harbomag the ani_Jug 

55 flO' claimed tl~e animal and paid all c~penses incurred by reasOfl. 01 

56 U. det~tltiOfl, including main,tenatlcecosts ftO' ezceediftg $4.00 per 
57 tlGg; or, 
58 (8) The owner orperstm keeping or harboritlg tJ dog w1aicA fDa 

59 ••licertsed at the time of seizure does flO' ",.od~ II liceue nd 
60 regis'rtlti~n tag for the dog. 

61 A# tAs time of adoption, the right of OtI1fIer,1aip ita tAs atH_ ,1UJlI 
62 'raufer to the tlew owner. No dog or other animal 10 eaught and 
63 detain~, or procmrro, obtained, sent or brought to B pound or 
64 shelter sha)) be soM or othcrwillt' made BvaiJ!&b1e for the pupon 
65 of experimelltation. An)· pl'rson who Ie)). or otherwise malru 

66 availnble allY such dog or other animal for the purpoH of aperi
61 mentation' shall be guilty of B disorderly penon. OtrODH. 

68 After observation, any animal seized under thi. section I1IIpeeted 

69 of being rabid shall be immediately reported to the exeeativ. oIlatr 
'10 ot the loeal board of health and to the Department ot Health. 

1 2. Thla act shall take effect immediate),. 
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STATEMENT 

This measure would authorize shelters to offer for adoption cats 

and dogs not claimed by their owners within seven days. Existing 

law permits shelters only to destroy or dispose of unclaimed dogs. 

No provisions exist in the statute for the adoption of cats. 

DOMESTIC ANIMALS 

Allows shelters to offer animals for adoption. 



ASSEMBLY ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 4036 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: JUNE 18, 1987 

The Assembly Energy and Natural Resources Committee favorably 

reports Assembly Bill No. 4036 of 1987. This bill clarifies that an 

animal taken into custody and impounded by a person appointed by 

a municipality to do so may offer the animal for adoption after a 

seven-day period. Although this has been the practice in the past, a 

recent court ruling questioned whether adoption is a legal option for 

these impounded animals. If adoption is not allowed then the only 

option available to a pound or shelter would be the destruction of the 

animal after seven days. This bill also provides that upon adoption 

the right of ownership will transfer to the new owner. The court 

case had held that a new owner held title to the animal subject to the 

original owner's claim to recover the animal. This bill also broadens 

the seven-day grace period for destruction or adoption to apply to 

any animal, as opposed to being limited to dogs. This gives additional 

protection from destruction and the availability of adoption to other 

animals such as cats. 
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