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[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy R,EPRINT] 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 429 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
PRE-FILED FOR INTROD1JCTION IN TH1~ 1986 SESSION 

By Assenlblynlan DOYLE 

AN ACT concerlllIlg the estates of ml110rs al1d supplernelltillg 

chapter 15 of Title 3B of the New ,Jersey Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Sen,ate and General Assentbly of the l:Jtate 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. *[Notwithstanding the provisions of sectioll 1 of P. L. 1972, 

2 c. 81 (C. 9 :17B-l) or any other law to the contrary, vvhere]* 

3 *Where* the estate of a minor COllsists of the proceeds of a judg­

4 ment recovered in favor of the minor in any court of tllis State 

5 and tIle funds recovered are placed under the control of the COUllty 

6 surrogate, tIle funds shall be paid over to the person when the per­

7 son reaches the age of *[21]* *18* years, unless *[sooner]* 

8 **[*otherwise*'~ ordered by the court*, based on relevant circum­

9 stances, th·at the fU1~d8 are to be distributed at a later age*]** 

10 **the court finds the person incompetent**. 

1 2. Tllis act shall take effect immediately and be applicable to thH 

2 proceeds of judgments recovered in favor of minors on or after 

3 the effective date. 

PROPERTY 

Provides that judglnent proceeds shall be distributed to minors 

when tIley reach 18 years of age, unless otherwise ordered by the 

court. 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 

Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows: 
*-Assembly committee amendments adopted May 5, 1986. 

* *-Assembly amendment adopted in accordance with the Governors' recom­
mendation November 10, 1986. 



ASSEMBL Y, No. 429 
Introduced Pending Technical Revievv by Legislative Counsel
 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1986 SESSION
 

By Assemblyman DOYLE
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 3862 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED JUNE 27, 1985 

By Assemblyman DOYLE and Assemblywoman FORD 

AN ACT concerning the, estates of minors and supplementing 

chapter 15 of Title 3B of the New Jersey Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate an,d General Assetnbly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Notvvithstanding the provisions of section 1 of P. L. 1972, 

2 c. 81 (C. 9-17B-1) or any other la,w to the contrary, vvhere the 

3 estate of a minor consists of the proceeds of a judgment recovered 

4 in favor of the minor in any court of this State and the funds 

5 recovered are placed under the control of the county surrogate, 

6 the funds shall be paid over to the person when the- person reaches 

7 the age of 21 years, unless sooner ordered by the court. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately and be applicable to the 

2 proceeds of judgments recovered in favor of minors on or after 

3 the effective date. 

STATEMENT 

This bill prevents the distribution of judgment proceeds, held by 

county surrogates on bellalf of minors, to persons reaching 18 years 

of age. Distribution would be made. to persons upon rea,ehing 

the age of 21, when they vvould be capable of luore maturely han­

dling the funds, unless sooner ordered by the court. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 429 
with Assembly committee alnendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: MAROH 17, 1986 

The Assembly Judiciary Committee reports favorably and with com­

mittee amendm,ents Assembly Bill No. 429. 

As amended, this bill allows jlldgment proceeds held by county 

surrogates 011 behalf of minors to be paid over to the person at the age 

of 18 11nless ordered by the court that the funds are to be distributed 

at a later age. 

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1986 session pending 

technieal reviev{. As reported and alnended, the bill includes the 

changes required b,y technical review vvllich has been performed. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
 

STATENIENT TO
 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 429 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: SEPTE1\fBER 8, 1986 

The Senate Judiciary ComllTittee reports favorably Assembly Bill 

No. 429. 

This bill provides tI1at in sitl1ations ,vIleIl tIle estate of a mlnOJ 

consists of the proceeds of a jlldgmellt recov"'"ered in the favor of t11e 

minor, those proceeds shall be paid to tI1e ffiillor wIlen the minor 

reaches the age of 18 unless distribution at a later ag'e is ordered by 

the court. 

As originally drafted the bill would have required clistributioll wl1en 

tIle person reached tIle age of 21. The A_ssenlbly ,Judiciary Con1mittee, 

by amendnlent, changed age 21 to 18. .L~s the age of nlajority is 

g'enerally 18, distribution of jlldg111eIlt proceeds at that age ,vas deemed 

appropriate. 



STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
EXECL·T1VE DEPART;\IEST 

November 10, 1986 

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 429 (OCR) 

To the General Assembly: 

Pursuant to Article VJ Section I, Paragraph 14 of the Constitution, I am 

returning Assembly Bill No. 429 (OCR) with my objections for reconsideration. 

This bill codifies the circums'.ances under which the proceeds of a judgment, 

held in trust by a county surrogate for the benefit of a minor, will be distributed. 

There is currently no statutory law which specifically deals with the time for 

distribution of these judgment proceeds. Under current practice, these judgment 

proceeds are awarded to competent individuals at the age of 18, consistent with 

New Jersey law which recognizes 18 as the age of maturity. 

This bill would authorize a court to withhold judgment proceeds from an 

individual, who has attained the age of 18, on the basis of some reason other 

than competency. The bill specifies that based on relevant circumstances, 

which are nr defined in the bill, the funds may be ordered by the court to be 

distributed at an age later than 18. I believe this bill is inconsistent with 

the sound public policy of this State to recognize an individual's age of 

maturity as 18. 

This bill would require courts to rule on the nebulous issue of an individ­

ual's maturity to manage money at age 18. New Jersey law already recognizes an 

individual at the age of 18 to be an adult capable of contracting and otherwise 

conducting his or her own affairs. Besides undercutting that public policy, 

this bill would burden the courts by requiring an assessment of an individual's 

maturity to receive proceeds of a judgment awarded during the period of his or 

her minority. The bill would require more court hearings than occur at present 

in these matters because hearings are now required only when there is an 

allegation of incompetency. 

Current law, C.3B:12-9, already requires the balance of a minor's estate 

to be paid when the individual reaches the age of 18 without any as~~&smen~ uf 

an individual's maturity to manage such funds. I see no reason to differentiate 

judgment proceeds from proceeds payable to a minor from his or her estate. 

Accordingly, I recommend amendment or this bill so as to specify, consistent 

with current practice J that judgment proceeds shall be payable to an individual 

at the age of 18 except when the court finds such person to be incompetent. 



STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
EXECL TIVE DEP.-\RT\IE,"T 

2 

I herewith return Assembly Bill No. 429 (OCR) for reconsideration and 

recommend that it be amended as follows: 

Page 1, Section 1, Line 7:	 After "sooner" insert "the court
 
finds the person incompetent"
 

Page 1, Section 1, Lines 7-9:	 Delete "otherwise ordered by the 
court, based on relevant circumstances, 
that the funds are to be distributed 
at a later age" 

Respectfully, 

Is/ Thomas H. Kean 

GOVERNOR 

[seal] 

Attest:
 

Is/ Michael R. Cole
 

Chief Counsel 
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