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[SECO -D OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

ASSEMBLY, No. 1806

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
INTRODUCED JANUARY 27, E)~6

By Assemblymen ROCCO, SHUSTED, HAY'l'AIAN, COLBURN,

SHINN, MORAN, HENDRICKSON, SINGER, CHINNICI and

FRANKS

AN ACT establishing the New Jersey Emergency Medical Service

Helicopter Response Program and an emergency medical trans­

portation service, amending P. L. 1984, c. 146 and supplementing

Title 26 of the Revised Statutes.

1 BE IT ENAc'rED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. (New section) As used in this act:

2 a. "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of the Department

3 of Health.

4 b. "Dispatch" means the coordinated request for and dispatch

5 of the emergency medical service helicopter reponse unit by a

6 central communications center located in the ~en'ice area, fo11ow­

7 ing protocols developed by the mobile intensive care hospital, the

8 regional trauma *or critical care" center*, the commissioner* and

8A the superintendent.

9 c. "Emergency medical service helicopter respOllse unit" means

10 a specially equipped hospital-based emergency medical service

11 lelicoper staffed by 'b[mobile intensive care paramedics and critical

12 care nurses]"" '<advanced life s'npport personnel" and operated for

13 the provision of advanced life support services under the medical

14 direction of a mobile intensive care program and the regional

15 trauma *'''OY critical car'e"~" center authorized b~· the commissiollCl'.

16 d. "Emergency medical transportation" means the prehospital

17 or interhospital transpo tation of an acutely ill or injured patient

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [lhus] in lhe above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter printed in italics thlls is new malter.
Matter enclosed in asterisks or slars has been adopted as follows:

*-Assembly committee amendments adopted May 5, 1986.
* *-Assembly committee amendments adopted May 22, 1986.
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18 by~[an]* *a dedicated* emergency medical serVIces helicopter

19 response unit *[owned]* '~operated"', maintained and piloted by

20 the Division of State Police of the Department of Law and Public

20A Safety *lmrsuant tv regulations adopted by the commissioner under

20B chapter 40 of Title 8 of the New Jersey Administrative Code*.

21 e. "Medical direction" means the medical control and medical

22 orders transmitted from the pLysleialJ of the lllobile intensive eare

23 hospital or from the physician at the regional trauma "":'or critical

24 care'''''' center to the staff of the helicopter. '1'he mobile intensive

25 care uuit coordinating ('ellter and rcgicHlal trauma *or critical

26 r;are** ceuter shall havoc the ability to cross patch and consult with

2GA each other "'as approved by the commissioner"'.

27 f. "Mobile intensi\Oe care Lospital" meallS a hospital authorized

28 by the commissioner to develop amI mailliaill a mobile intensive

29 care unit to provide advanced life support :,;efYiccs ill accordance

30 with P. L. 1984, c. 14G (C. 26:2K-7 et a1.).

31 g." Regional trauma center" means a "'State designated* level

32 one hospital-based trauma center equipped and staffed to provide

33 emergency medical services to an accident or trauma victim, in­

34 eluding, tut not limited to, the level one trauma centers at the

35 University of Medicine and Dentistry of New J ersey-University

36 Hospital in Ne'wark and the Cooper Hospital/University Medical

37 Center in Camden.

38 **h. "Critical ca1'e center" means a hospital authorized by the

39 commissiOJw1' to provide regional cTitical care sen'ices such as

40 trauma, b1wns, spinal cord, car-diac, poison or neonatal care.~;'

41 U[h.]u *"i.** "SuperintelldeIlt" weans the Superintendent of

42 the Division of State Police of the Department of Law and Public

43 Safety.

1 2. (New section) a. There is established the New Jersey Emer­

2 gency Medical Service Helicopter Hespomsc Program in the Di­

3 vision of Local and Community Health Services of the Department

4 of Health. The eOllllllissioner slmll designate a mobile intensive

[) care hospital and a regional tranma ''''or' (t'iiical ca'l'e"'* center

6 which shall develop and maintain a hospital-based elllergeECy med­

7 ical service helicopter response unit. The commissioner shall

8 designate at least two units in the State, of wllich no less than one

9 unit each shall be designated for the northern and southern por-

10 tions of the State, respectively.

11 b. Each emergency medical service helicopter response ullit shall

12 be staffed by at least two persons*[, one of whom is a paramedi13

13 and one of wllom is a registered professional nurse]* trained in

14 advanced life support *[nursing]* *and approved by the cornmis-

.. . ..
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15 sioner*. The staff of the emergency medical serVlCe helicopter

16 response unit shall render life support services to an accident or

17 trauma victim, as necessary, in the course of providing emergency

18 medical transportation.

1 :3. (New sectiou) Ti,e Diyi:-;ion of State Po1icc or the DellartIllellt

2 of Law and Puhlic Snret~· shaH establisl] all emer2;ency medical

3 transportation service to provide medical tnmsportation servicl:'

4 pursuant to this amendatory and supplemeJJ1<1r.': act. r:J'he sUller­

;) illtendent shall "'[acquire]" operate" and maintain at least one

6 '* dedicated~' helicopter for each emergency medical service heli­

7 copter response unit designated hy the commissioner pursuant to

8 sedion 2 of this amendatory and supplementary act.

1 "'[4. ({-Jew section) Each emer!~'eIlcy medical service helicopter

2 response unit estalJli::-;hed Imn:uallt to liecEo;, :2 of this amendatory

3 and supplementary act ami t,tteh e}jler.[~ellcy llIt;dical tnl]lsportatioll

4 service helicopter acquired pursuant to section 3 of this amenda­

5 tory and suppleme))tary act shall have it ;;oi'erlling committee.

6 The committee shall cOllsist of the pl'csiclellt of the 1ll01JiJe intensive

7 care hospital, the president of the hospital containing the regional

8 trauma center, the medical director of the mobile intensive care

9 hospital, the medical director or the reg'iollal trauma center and the

10 superintendent, or tLeir designees. The committee may designate

11 a coordinator and support personnel to handle the coordination

12 of services.

13 The committee IS responsible for establishing rules and pro­

14 cedures for delivery of service and lor considering the reCODl­

15 mendations of the a<.lvisory council estalJlishecl pursuant to sectioll

16 10 of P. L.1Db4, c.146 (U. 26:2K-16).]'''

1 *[5.]''' *4.~· (New sesction) No mobile intensive care paramedic,

2 licensed physician, hospital or its board of trustees, officers and

3 members of the medical sta:l'f, nurses or other employees of the

4 hospital, first aid, ambulance or reseue squad members or officers,

;) is liable for any civil damages as the result of an act or the omis­

G sian of an act committed while training for or in rendering ad­

7 vanced life support services in good faith and in accordance with

8 this amendatory and supplementary act.

1 *[G.r ,x':3.* Section 10 of P. L. 1984, c. 146 (C. 26 :2K-16) IS

2 amended to read as follows:

3 10. rrhe commissioner shall establish a State mohile intensi\"e

4 care advisory council ~\\'hich shall a, [vise the department on all

5 matters of mobile intensive care services, the Emergency ilJedical

6 Service IIelicopter Response Program and emergency medical

7 transportation. The council shall select a chairman annually to
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8 chair the meetings and coordinate the acti\'ities of the advisor~~

9 council. The chairman shall appoiut suLcommitt('es to rC\'iew and

10 recommend policy on subjects illcllHling, but not limited to, ad­

H vanced life support training programs, tUl\TallCea life support

12 patient care equipment, biomedical and telecommunications equip­

13 ment and procedures, [and] treatment protocols and helicopter

14 equipment and procedures as wen as other medical matters.

1 *[7.]'~ ;~G.'ii This act shall take effect on the 90th day following

2 enactment.

HEALTH CARJ1J PACILITJ]<]S AND PHOVIDERS

Establishes the New J (~rsey Emergency :Medical Seryice Heli­

copter Response Program and an emergullCY medical transporta­

tion service.

· .



ASSEMBLY, NQ. 1806
 

STA1-E OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED JANUARY 27, 19~6 

By Assemblymen ROCCO, SRus'rED, HAYTAIAN, COLBURN, 

SHINN, MORAN, REND.RICKSON, SINGER, CHINNICI and 

FRANKS 

AN ACT establishing the New Jersey Emergency Medical Service 

Helicopter Response Program and an emergency medical trans­

portation service, amending P. L. 1984, c. 14fi and supplementing 

Title 26 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENAClTED by the SeMte and General Assembly of tlae Bta'e 

2 of New Jersey: 
1 1. (New section) As used in this act: 

2 a. "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of the Department 

3 of Health. 

4 b. "Dispatch" menns the eoordinnted re41ue8t i'or nnd difolpatch 

5 of the emElrgency medical service helicopter reponse unit by a 

6 central communications center located in the service area, follow­

7 ing protocols develolJed by the mobile int(\IlSive care hospital, the 

8 regional trauma center and the superintendent. 

9 c. "Emergency medical service helicopter response unit" means 

10 a specially equipped hospital-based emergency medical service 

11 helicopter staffed by mobile intensive care paramedics and critical 

12 care nurses and operated for the provision of advanced life sup­

13 port services under the Inndical direction of a mohile intensive 

14 care program and the regional trauma cent<lr authorized by the 

15 commissioDt!r. 

16 d. "Emergency medical transportation" means the prebospital 

17 or interhospital transportation of an acutely ill 01' injured patient 
ESPUIUTIOI'f-Maller encloled IIlI bold·faced hracket. [lhul] In the abo.e hm 

f. aot enacted aad I. Inleaded 10 he omllled In Ibe law. 
Maller prlD.ed ID I..Ua ,Aw I. Dew .aner. 
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18 11)' llll emergenc)' medical services helicopter respollse ullit owned, 

19 maintained aud piloted by the Division of State Police of the De­

20 partmellt of Law allu Public Safety. 

21 e. "Medical directioll" means the medical control and medical 

22 orders transmitted from the physiciun of the mobile intensive care 

23 hospital or from the physiciau at the regional traullIa center to 

24 tbe staff of the helicopt<~r, nlC mobile intl'Ilsive care unit euordin­

25 ating center and re~ioual trauma center shall have the ability to 

26 cross patch and eOllsult with each other, 

'Xl f. "Mobile inteusi,'c care ltospitnl" IIwallS a hospitnl authorized 

28 by the commissioner to develop alld IIIUilltuill a 1lI0hile illtHlIsivl~ 

29 earn unit to provide advanced life sUJ~port servi(',Els in accOJ'dunco 

00 with P. L. 1984, c. 146 (C. 20 :2K-7 et at). 

31 g. "Regional truWlla cellti:lr" meaus a level ono hOflpital-huSl\d 

:tl tmuma center equipped uIH.1 staffed to provide emergency medicul 

33 services to an accident or trauma victim, including, but not limited 

34 to, the level one trauma centers at the University of Medil'iue amI 

35 Dentistry of New Jel'sey-Ulliversity Hospital in Newark and the 

3(i (;oOI)el' Hospital/ lJlliv(~r~it.v Medieal Ct~lIter in Camden. 

37 h. "Superintend<llIC' Hwans the Superinteudent of the Division 

38 of State Polico of tlw Depurtllwllt oj' Law alld Public Sufety. 

1 2. (New section) a, 'I'lwr(l is oHtablislwd the New .Jersey I·~mer­

~ geney M(~dicu I S(ll'\'i(~(' llelieopter H(~spollsc Progrnm ill the Hi­

:l vision of Local amI (;OI111nunity lleuHlI Services of the Department 

4 of Health. 'rhe commissioller shall desigllate a mobile intensive 

5 care hospital and a regional trauma ceuter which shull develoll 

6 and maintain a hospital-lmsed emergency meuical service heli­

7 copter response unit.. TI'!te COJlllllisHioilN sllul1 tll'sigllnlt· nl It~IlHt 

8 two units ill the State, of wbicll 110 lesl:! than olle HIIH each shaH 

9 be designated for the northern and sonthern portions of the State, 

io . respectively. 

11 b. Each emergency medical service helicopter response unit shan 

12 be staffed by at least two pcrSOllS, olle of whom is a paramedic 

lZo and one of whom is a registercIl professiollal nurlif! trained in 

14 advanced life support lIursillg, The staff of the emcl'gency medical 

15 service helicopter respollse unit shull render life support service8 

W to an accident or traumu victim, as Jlecessary, in the course of 

17 providing emergency mel1ical transportatioll. 

1 3. (New section) Till! Divisioll ot' State Police of the Department 

2 of Law and Puhlic Se.fl!ty IdmlJ estuhlish a11 elller~ency medical 

:3 transportation H(~r\'ice to provide medical trallSpol'tation service 

4 pursuant to tId" uflJ(mdutol'y and suppJemelltary act. 'rha 811per­
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5 intendcnt shull Ue{luire Ilud lUuintain ut least one helicopter for 

6 oaeh emergency medical service helicopter reSpOllBe unit uesig­

7 nated by the cOlwnissioner pursuant to section 2 of thi~ amendatory 

8 and supplementary ad. 

1 4. (New section) Each emergency mcdical service helicopter 

2 response Wiit estublished pursuant to sectioll ~ of this amendat.ory 

3 and supplementary aet amI each cmerp:cucy lIlmlical transportatioll 

4: _service helicoptcr acquired pursuuut to section 3 of this amenda­

5 tory and suppl(IJ1l('utary aet shall have a governing committee. 

6 The colDmittee shall consist of the president of the mobile intensive 

1 ca.re hospital, the pl'eHident of the hospital containing the regiollul 

8 trauma center, the mmJical director of the mohile intensive care 

9 hospital, the medical director of the regional tranma center ~n<1 the 

10 superintendent, or their desigllees. The committee may de8iF.'llate
 

11 a coordinator Bud support porsonnel to handle the ooordimdion
 

12 of sernees.
 

13 The committee is rcspollsihle for est.ablishhlg rules aud pro­


14 cedures for delivery of service and for considering the reconl­


15 melldations of the advisory couucil establi.uled pursuant to section
 

16 10 of P. L. 1984, c. l~j (U. 26:2K-16).
 

1 5. (New section) No mohile intensive care paramedic, JiceJl~ed 

2 physician, hospital or its board of trustees, officers .and membertl 

3 of tile me.lical statT, J,urses or other employees of the hospital, 

4 first aid, ambulance or rescue squud members or officers, is liable 

5 for any civil damages as the result of an act or the omission of 

6 an act committed while training for or in rendering advanced life 

7 support services in good faith and in accordallce with this amenda­

8 tory and supplemental')' act. 

1 6. Seetion 10 of P. L. 1984, (~. 144; (C. 26 :2K-16) i1'l nmended to 

2 read a8 follow8: 

3 10. The commissioner shall estahlish a Stat~ In()bile intensive 

4 care advisory council which shaH advise the depa!"tnttmt o~ all 

5 matters of mobile intensive CIlre services, the Emergency Medical 

fj Service IIelicopter lleslJOnse [:Jrogram and e'mergenC,1j medical 

1 transportation. 'Jllw council Hhall sclect a chairman annually to 

8 chair the meetings .~IICJ coordinute the activities of the advisory 

!J council. Tlw chairlJlun shall appoillt Huhcommittce8 to rnvicw and 

10 recommend policy 011 fluh,j(!cts iucluding, hut lIot limited to, ad­

11 vanced life support training programs, advanced life support 

12 patient care equipmellt, biomedical and telecollllUunications equip­

13 lD€:nt and procedures1 [am!] treatment protocols and helicopter 

14 equipment W1Jfoeed'U'fes as well a8 other medical matters. 

1 7. 'rhi, act .hall take effect on the 90th day fonowing enactment, 
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Sl'AT~MEN'l' 

This bill will allow for the establishment of at least two 

hospital-based emergency medical service (EMS) helicopter re­

SPOJlBC units. It is intended to create a cost-effective emergency 

service by utilizing the resources of the State Police, the mobile 

intensive care hospital and the regional trauma center. 

Hospital-based I~MS helicopters have proved their effectiveness 

througbout Europe and the lJnited States. 'l'hirty EMS hospital­

based helicopters are in service today in West Germany. Over 

100 such programs exist within the continental United States. 

These units will provide rural areas with a mechanism to im­

prove tbeir pre-hospital care systems, thereby decreasing patient 

morbidity and mortality through more advanced and timely pre­

hospital emergency medical intervention. Mobile intensive care 

services are currently approved for the majority of Nmv Jersey 

residents under existing lflw (P. L. 1984, c. 146; C. 26:2K-'[ et al.), 

but they are not available in rural areas wllere it is felt that tllese 

services would not be cost-effective and that the parliLmedics' 

skills would deteriorate due to a low volume of calls. 

The EMS helicopters will respond directly to the scene of a 

serious motor vehicle or inuustrial uccid<mt to stubHize and airlift 

the most critically injured pati£\nts to the 1IIost appropriate trauma 

facility. This will effectively reduce the number of deaths and 

di8abilitie:~, as well as the duplication of costly m(~dical services. 

The addition of this vital service to New Jersey's communities 

will save innumerable dollars that are HOW spent on post-accident 

lifetime disability and rehahilitation services. 

Additionally, the EMS helicopters will provide inter-hospital 

transport capability for higll-I'isk pregnant mothers, premature 

newborns, criticalJy ill children, burn victims and cardiuc patients, 

all of whom are too ill to b(~ transferred to tertiary care facilities 

by conventional ground transportation. 

IIEAJ.JTH CAIIN J4"ACILI1'H~H AND pnOVTD~RS 

Provides for F~MS helicopter units. 

Estab1i8bc8 the New JerfJ(~Y mmergency Medical Service Heli­

copter Re.ponse Program and an emergency medical transporta­

tion Jernee. 



ASSEMBLY HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBL Y, No. 1806
with Assembly committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MAY 5, 1986

The Assembly Health and Human Resources Committee reports

favorably Assembly Bill No. 1806 with committee amendments.

This bill establishes the New Jersey Emergency Medical Service

Helicopter Response Program in the Division of Local and Community

Health Services of the Department of Health. The program is intended

to provide a cost-effective emergency medical transportation service

for residents of rural areas where mobile intensive care services are

not available and for accident victims and critically ill persons for

whom this service would be more appropriate than conventional ground

transportation.

As amended by the committee, the bill allows for the creation of

at least two hospital-based emergency medical service (EMS) heli­

copter response units, to be designated for the northern and southern

portions of the State, respectively, with each unit to be staffed by

advanced life support personnel. The staff would render life support

services to an accident or trauma victim, as necessary, in the course

of providing emergency medical transportation.

Each EMS helicopter response unit would be developed and main­

tained by a mobile intensive care hospital and a regional trauma

center designated by the Commissioner of Health; and the helicopters

themselves would be operated and maintained by the Division of State

Police of the Department of Law and Public Safety.

The committee amended the bill at the request of the sponsor

to stipulate that an EMS helicopter response unit shall be staffed

by advanced life support personnel, rather than specifying mobile

intensive care paramedics or critical care nurses; to specify that the

regional trauma center is a hospital-based trauma center designated

as such by the State; and to delete the requirement that each EMS

helicopter response unit establish a governing committee.
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ASSEMBLY, No. 1806 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED .JANUARY 27, 1D86
 

By Assemblymen nocco, SHUSTED, HAYTAIAN, COLBURN, 

SHINN, MORAN, HENDRICKSON, SINO]4~R, CHINNICI and 

FRANKS 

AN ACT establishing the New Jersey Emergency Medical Service 

Helicopter Response Program and an emergency medical trans­

portation service, amending P. L. 1984, c. 146 and supplementing 

Title 26 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. (New section) As used in this act: 

2 a. "Commissioncr" mcaus the Commissi01lP.r of the Department 

,:{ of Health. 

4 b. "Dispatch" means the coordinated )'l!(11w8t for and tlispatch 

5 of the emergeucy medical service helicopter repollse unit by a 

6 central conunuuications ccnter located in the service area, follow­

7 ing protocols developed by the mobile intensive care hospital, the 

8 regional trauma ·or critical care- center", the commissioner- and 

8A the superintendent. 

9 c. "Emergency medical service helicopter response uuit" menns 

10 a specially equipped hospital-based emcrgency medical service 

JI hclicoper HtaJrcd hy "[mobile intensive care paramedics and critical 

12 carc DurHcM]" "advanced life support personnel- and operated for 

13 the provision of advanced lifo support services uuder the medical 

J4 (IircctioD of a mobile intensivn care program and the regional 

J;, trauma center authorized by the commissioner. 

16 d. "gmergcncy l1Iedical transportation" means the prehospital 

17 or interhospitaJ transportation of all acutel)" ill or in,jured patient 
EXPLA1UTJON-Ma.ler enelolN!d In bold.laeed braeke'l [.hol] In .he above biD 

i. DOl enaeted and I. Intended to be omitted In the law• 
• t.., printed In Italla thlls I. Dew matter• 

...... ea.1oMd la ..terlll" or .ta,. hal been adopted a.follow.t 
"-"-Dlld, eoJDJDIt... lUD.adlana. Met,,, ., St 1986. 
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1S by "[an]- .. (/ ./edirated· emergency medical services helicopter 

19 response unit ·[owned]· ·operated'" maintained and piloted by 

20 the Division of State Police of the Department of Law and Puhlic 

20A Safety ·pursuant to "e,fJulfltions adopted lly the commi..IIsiollcrrmder 

20D cllalJter -10 of Titl(~ .'; of the New JC7'SCY Administmtivf!. eode·. 

21 .e. "l\Iedical c1i I'l~dioll" lIIeanl' the IIwdi('ul cont1'01 llllli medicnl 

22 orders transmitted frol\l the phy::;iciull or the Illohilc inttmsh'H care 

23 hospital or from tlle physidan at the regional trauma ceuter to 

24 the staff of the helicopter. The mobile intensive care unit coordin­

25 ating center and regional trauma center shull have th(l ability to 

2() cross patch amI consult. with each other -as approved l)y the. cOt)l­

26A missiotter·. 

27 f. "Mobile intensive cure hospital" means a hOflpita1 authorized
 

28 by the commissioner to (level01l and Illuintain n mobile inttmsh'(!
 

29 care unit to provide udvun('ed life support ser,,:ees ill nccol'dancl'
 

30 with P. L. 1984, c. 146 (C. 2G :2K-7 et a1.).
 

::11 ~. "Regional trauma center" means a ·State designated- level
 

32 one hospital-bul'cd tJoauma center equipped and staffed to provitlp.
 

33 emergency medical services to an accident or trauma victim, in­


34- cluding, but not limited to, the level Due trauma centers at tlw
 

35 University of' Mellicino and Dentistry or New .Jer8ey.Ulliversit~·
 

:J6 Hospital in Nmvurk and the Cooper Hospita1/UllivtJf,.;ity Medicill
 

:;6A Center in Camden.
 

37 h. "Superintendent" meaus tho $ul'el'iutentlent of the Divisioll
 

38 of' State Police 0[' the Departmellt or Law llnd Puhlic Safety.
 

1 2. (New section) a. 'Phero il' l'stahlil'hetl tho New ;rcrsey Emer­

2 gency Medical Servicl' 1felil'optel' Hm.;ponHe Pl'og-rmlJ in the Di­

3 vision of Local and COlllJlnmity 111':l1Ih Se1'\'iC~l'li or tim DC'pllrtumllt 

4 of Health. The commissiolll'r shall Ilt'sigllute n mohile intt~lIsive 

;; care hospital and a regional truunm centel' which shall (h~vel(lp 

6 and maintain a hospital-hased emergellc:-- medical service heli­

7 copter response! ullit. 'I'he counnissioller shall d(lsignate at least 

8 two units in the Stut(~, of whieh 110 less thun one uuit IJach shall 

9 be designated for the lIorthcrJI allli southerll portions of the State, 

10 respectively. 

11 b. Each emergency medical sen'jee helicopter response unit shall 

12 be staffed by at Jenst two persons·[, one of whom is a paramedic 

13 and one of whom is a registered professional nurse]- traineti in 

14 advonced life support -[nursing]- -a'nd appro'oed by the commis­

15 sioner-, 'l'he staff of the emergency medical service helicopter 

16 response unit sbaH render life support services to an accident or 

17 trauma victim, as necessary, in the course of providing emergenc~' 

1,8 medical transporbltion. 
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1 3. (New section) ThC' Di"isioll of State Poli('(' of 1hp n~'partment 

2 of Law and Puh1if> Safpty :;hall establish all "llIcrgflllcy lllt.',li,'ul 

3 trnllsportatiou sen'ic'n to provide medil'al trall'5portation servil'\> 

~ pursuant to this an\l'llllatol'Y alld SUP[lI(,11Jelltal'~' net. 'I'h.' 811}ler­

.) illtendclIt shall "'[acquire]"'" oJH'mt(~'" and maintaiu at least one 

fi "'dedicated'" llelicopter for each emergency IlIc,lical seryien ll(~li­

7 copter resIJonse unit designated hy the CODllllissioncl' punHlUut 10 

8 I-cctioll 2 of thiH amendatory aOlI supplcmentary act. 

t "'[4. (New section) Eac':: ernerg-ency medical Ht'rvice helicopter 

2 response unit estahlished punmullt to sedioll 2 of this alllcuclafol'Y 

3 llnd supplementary a(,talll] each eIller.~eJw.v nwdicul trullsportutioll 

4 servicB helicopter ucquired IJOl'SUUllt to sectioll a of this umcnda· 

5 tory and supplementary act shall have 11 g'()"cl'lIillg cOlllmittee. 

6 'rhe committee shall COIlsil'lt of' the presidcnt of the mobile illtclI15ivc 

7 care hm;pital, the IH'csident of the hospital containing the I'egiollul 

H trauma center, tlUl IlImJi('ul eli "tl(~t()I' of tho IIlohil" intonsive (!UI'(1 

!) hospital, the H1cdielll di'·t~et()1' ol till! )'Ilg-iollnl I.nulIlIll l'tmte)' nnt! tllP 

10 Huperilltcndellt, 1)1' Uleil' dOliig-lIneK. Tho eUllllnittou lIIuy designate 

11 a coordinator ana SUPPOl't personnel to hundle the coordination 

12 of services. 

13 'Jlhe committee IS l'espollsiblt! fur eHl.uhlhll,illg­ rules Ullt! pro­

14 cedures for delivery of senice und 101' (:ollsidcrillg till! rt'colll­

15 melldatioJII:J of the advisory council established pursuunt to section 

16 10 of P. L. HJ84, c. ]46 (C. ~(j :2K-16).]'" 

1 *[5.]'" "'4.'" (New sesctioll) No mobile intensive Clue pal'amedie, 

2 licem:ed phyHician, hospital 01' its bouru of trustees, officers Hnd 

:1 members of the medical sta If, uu1'8eS 01' otb".· t!lllployUCH of the 

4 hospital, first aid, umbulance or rescue squat! melllh(~rs or ollict!r!'!, 

;) is liahle for any civil damages us the result of an nct 0)' the omh~­

6 sion of Ull net committed wbHn trainillg 1'01' or in I'nlltlnrin~ atl­

7 vUllccd life support l'ltlrvices in good faith llIHI ill uccortlanPoe with 

S this amendatory and supplementary act. 

1 e[fi.]· "';j.'" Section 10 of P. L. 1984, c. 14fi (C. 26 :2K-Hl) i!'! 

2 amended to read as follows: 

:~ 10. The commisRiOlwr shall ,,~tah1ish 11 Stutf' llIo}lih~ illt£>llsive 

4 carp, advisory romwil whie·1t shull advise tllP department Oil all 

a lIIuttnrs of mobile intensive care services, th(' Rmer,qeucJJ lIlf~dical 

fl 8e-rvice ffelir-opfer Respon,<:e Program and p.me,..qeJU?1 medical 

7 tra'l,.sportatiml. '1'11(> cOllll('il shall sel(~('t a ('ltairmall annually to 

S (~hair the meetin~s lllHI t't,()J'(linatt~ the llrtivities of the advisory 

!~ council. The chnimlUn shnll appoint sulJ('()lIl1l1iU"es to review :lIJd 

10 recommend policy 011 subjects including, hut not limited to, ad­



11 vanced life sUlJport training- programs. advanced life support 

12 patient care equipmeut, biomet lical :md tcleromnmniclltions equip­

13 ment and procedures, [und] trt'utmcllt protocols and helicopter 

14 eq'uipment and procedu-rcs as well as other medical matters. 

1 It[7.]<<< -6.- 'rhis Rei ghall tll.kc effect on the 90th day following 

2 enactment. 

HEALrrn UARN r'ACILl'PlgS AND PHOVIDNRS 
gstablisbes the New .Jersey Il~mer~(mey Medical Service lIeli4 

copter RespoJls(! Prog-l'U1II amI lUI Oll1el'gtHH~y medical b'al18porta. 

tion service. 
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ASSEMBLY APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 1806
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

with Assembly committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MAY 22, 1986

The Assembly Appropriations Committee favorably reports this bill,

as amended.

Assembly Bill No. 1806 (OCR) establishes the New Jersey Emer­

gency Medical Service Helicopter Response Program in the Division of

Local and Community Health Services of the Department of Health.

The program is to provide cost-effective emergency medical transporta­

tion services for residents in rural areas and for accident victims and

critically ill persons needing the service rather than the conventional

ground transportation.

Two hospital-based helicopter response units are to be designated

with one each designated for the northern and southern portions of the

State. Each is to be staffed by advanced life support personnel. The

helicopters are to be operated, maintained and piloted by the Division

of State Police.

Currently the State Police provides a limited helicopter ambulance

service from Mercer County Airport. This is used primarily for inter­

hospital transfer and not for at the scene of an accident. The heli­

copters do not contain the needed equipment and would have to be

upgraded.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS:

The conmlittee amended the bill to define the term "critical care

center" and to indicate that the helicopter response unit as well as the

medical direction to the unit may issue from a critical care center or

a trauma center. The amendment was suggested hy the Department of

Health.
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

A fiscal note has been requested however none has been received 

as of this date. According to the Department of Health, there would 

be initial year costs of approximately $1.6 million and subsequent 

aBnual costs of approximately $1.2 million per site. The Governor's 

Budget for fiscal year 1986-87 does not contain specific funding for 

this type of program, however the current limited helicopter ambulance 

service has a budget line item request of $1,195,000.00 for the Division 

of State Police (Med-I~vac Service) which is State-supported with no 

charge to the patient for the services. 



SENATE REVE~LjE, rT~:LNCE AND APPROPRIATIONS
 
CO~lMITTEE
 

HTATEl\fl~NT TO
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1806 
fR":COND ()Flo'ICIAl. COpy REPRlN1'] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATBD: JUNE 16, 1986 

'rill' SPlmtt~ Hevellue, If~iJlaJlce and Appropriations Committee re­

[Iorted this bill favorably. 

AssemhlyBill No. UmG 2nd OCB. estahlishes the New Jersey J~mer­

l~ellCY Jf(>(1ical Service Helicopter Response Program in the Division of 

Local and COll1ml1llity Health Services of tlw Department of Health. 

rPhe prog-ram will provide a cost-etTpctivel emer~ellcy medical trans­

portatioll sCl'vi('o for residents of rurul areas where mohile intensive 

carel Hen'ieCH an~ 1I0t available and for lwei dCl II t. vietims nnd critically 

ill persolls for whom this service would be more appropriate than 

conventional ~J'Oulld transportation. 

The hill allows for the ('reation of at least two hospital-based emer­

A'ency lIlc~dical s(!r\"ice (EMH) helicopter response units, for the northern 

and southern portions of the State, to he staffed by advanced life sup­

port personnel. The staff would render life support services to an 

acciclmlt or trauma vintilll, as necessary, in the course of providing 

emergency nwdic~al trallsportation. 

J~ach Jc.;MS helicopter response unit would be developed and main­

tained by a mobile intcmsive care hospital U1Hl reg-lollal trauma or 

(~riti(>al care center desig'uated by the Commissioner of Health. 'fhe 

helicopters would he operated and maintaJJled by the Division of State 

Police in the Department of Law and Public Safety. 

Ags(~mbly BilJ No. 1806 2nd OCR is identical to Senate Bill No. 1692 

Rca. 

FISCAL IMPAC'J' 

AHfmmhly Hill No. 180(; 211(1 OCH will Cl'emtc> additional costs for the 

Departments of Health and Law and Public Safety and the designated 

hospitals and trauma or critical care centers. The bill makes no 

appropriation. 
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