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PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTfON'l:1;\r'"T'!tE· 19M' SWSSrON' 

By AssembJywoman RANDALL 

AN ACT to amend the title of '.'An..act authorizing the maintellance 

of habeas corpus proceedings by grandparents to obtain visitation 

rights in respect to their infant grandchildren in certain cases, 

and supplementing chapter 2 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes," 

approved February 1, 1972 (P. L. 1971, c. 420), so that the same 

shall read "An act authorizing the maintenance of habeas corpus 

proceedings by grandparents or siblings to obtain visitation 

rights in respect to their infant grandchildren or siblings in 

certain cases, and supplementing chapter 2 of Title 9 of the 

Revised Statutes," and to amend the body of said act. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. The title of P. L. 1971, c. 420 is amended to read as follows: 

2 An act authorizing the maintenance of haheas corpus proceed­

3 ings by grandparents or siblings to obtain visitation rights in 

4 respect to their infant grandchildren or siblings in certain cases, 

5 and supplementing chapter 2 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 2. Section 1 of P. L. 1971, c. 420 (C. 9 :2-7.1) is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 1. Where either or both of the parents of a minor child, residing 

4 within the State, is or are deceased, or divorced or living separate 

5 and apart in different habitats, regardless of the existence of a court 

6 order or agreement, a grandparent or the grandparents of such 

7 child, who is or are the parents of such deceased, separated or 

8 divorced parent or parents, or any sibling of the child may apply 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in boId-faced bracket. [thusl in the above bill 

i. Dot enacted and i. intended to be omitted in the law. 
Matter printed in italies thuJ i. new motter. 



9 to the Superior Court, in accordance with the Rules of Court, to 

10 have such child brought before such court; and the court may make 

11 such order or judgment, as the best interest of the child may require, 

12 for visitation rights for such grandparent [or], grandparents or 

13 sibling in respect to such child. 

1 3. 'rhis act shall take effect immediately. 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS
 

Permits siblings to apply for and receive visitation rights.
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ASSE~IBL Y, No. 644 
lHtroduC'C'd Pl>1Idi1J!-' T('c]Jlli('a] H(·yj(·\,: lly L(·;..;i~]aijYe ('01111:"cl 

PRE-FILED FOR ISTRODr(,TIO~ J~ TJIE ]fISC; 8ESSIO:\" 

By A""(,llJ1)l~'W()llJall lL\.:\"D..\LL 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 4039 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTRODUCED SEPTEMBER n. 1985 

By Assemblywoman RANDALL 

AN ACT to amellCl the title of "An art authorizing the maintenance 

of habeas corpus proceedillgs by grandparents to obtain yisitation 

rights in respert to their illfant grandchildren in certain cases, 

and supplementing chapter 2 of Title nof the Reyised Statutes," 

approYed Fehruary ], 1!172 (P. L. 1n7I, c. 420), so tIlat the same 

shall read "An ad authorizinp' the mai11tenance of habeas corpus 

proceedings by grandparellts or siblings to obtain yisitation 

rights in res pert to their infant grandchildren or siblings in 

certain cases, and supplementing chapter 2 of Title 9 of the 

Reyised Statutes," mId to amend the body of said act. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

] 1. The title of P. L. 1971, c. 420 is amended to read as follows: 

2 An act authorizing the maintenance of habeas corpus proceed­

3 ings by grandparents or siblings to obtain yisitation rights in 

4 respect to their infant grandchildren or siblings in certain cases, 

5 and supplementing chapter 2 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 2. Section 1 of P. L. 1971, c. 420 (C. 9 :2-7.1) is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 1. V{here either or both of the parents of a minor child, residing 

4 within the State, is or are deceased, or divorced or living separate 

5 and apart in different habitats, regardless of the existence of a court 

6 order or agreement, a grandparent or the grandparents of such 

7 child, who is or are the parents of such deceased, separated or 

8 divorced parent or parents, or any sibling of the child may apply 

EXPLANATION-Malter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 
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9 to the SU]lp1'io1' COUlt. ill ac('o]'(lall('(' \\'itJ, tIl(' Hule" of Court, to 

10 lJaY€ suell c!Jildll1'01lg-IJt ])01'01'(' such eourt: a1](l tIle C0111't may make 

I.' 
11 suell order or judgmcllt, as tIJ(' lJcst illtC'rc!-'t of Ole' clJild may require, 

!' 
12 for yisitatioJJ rig-lJts for suc·h gralHlpureJil [or]. grandparents or 

13 sil)Zillg in respect to such child. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

1'his bill would permit silllings of minor children, whose parent 

or parents are deceased, diYorced or living separate and apart, to 

apply to the Superior Court for yisitatiolJ rights and would autho­

rize the court to grant visitation rights to siblings if it is in the best 

interests of the minor children. Currently, there is no statutory 

right created in New Jersey that would alJo'''' siblings to apply for 

visitation although there is a codified right of grandparents to visit 

with their minor grandchildren. It is the purpose of this bill to 

codify a recent Superior Court decision in which the court, in 

recognition that the right to visit with one's brothers and sisters 

is equal to, if not greater than the right to visit with one's grand­

children, held that "... siblings possess the natural, inherent and 

inalienable right to visit with each other." L., K., C., B. and II. K. 

v. G. and II., his wife, Docket No. M-08916-84 (Superior Ct., June 

18,1985). 



LAW LIBRARY COpy 
DO N01 REMOVE 

ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY COMl\IITTEE 

RTXrE~1 E~T TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 644 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DATED: JA~\T ATrY 30, 198G 

'1'110 AS8emhly Jlldi('iUJ'~' l'OlIlJllittl'(' report:- f:n'oralJ1y AS8embly 

Bill Xo. 644. 

This bill permits sii,liJI.''> of JlliliOr dlild]"('Jl ,\"l108P paJ'l'Jlt or parent~ 

are deceased, diYorcec1 01' liyiJlg' s0parah' aJld apo.rt, to apply to the 

Superior Court for \'isitatioJi ri~'hts. Tllt' hi]] o.ut]lOrizes the court to 

grant yisitatiol1 rigbt!' to sil,]iug8 if it i8 jll Ow hest il1terests of the 

minor children. Currentl:-', tht,J'(' is JlO statutory right created in Xe,,­

Jersey that would allow siblings to apllly for yisitation rights, al­

though there is a codified rig'ht of grandparents to yisit with their 

minor grandchildren. 



LAW UBRARY COpy 
DO N01 REMOVE 

SENATE JUDICIARY COM:l\lITTEE 

S'l'ATE11E:\T TU 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 644 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DATED: KOYEMBER 9, 1987 

The Senat(' .Judiciary Commi1t(·f' ]'('ports faYoralllY Asseml11" BiU 

Ko. G44. 

This bill would pe-rmit silllings of minor children, ,,-hos(' parent or 

pare'llts are deecas(·d, diyorc('(] or liYin,!.!. se-parate and apart, to appl.'· 

to the Supf'rior Conrt for Yi"itation rights and wonld authorize- thl' 

court to prant "isitatioll rights to si1,lillps if it is in the- hest interest,..; 

of the minor childrPll. CnlTentJ~', there is no statutory right in :\('\Y 

.J ersey that woulrl allow siblings to appl~' for visitation although there 

is a right of grandlJHrents to Yisit \yith their minor grandchildren in 

the a hov(' Ji st ell ci rCUl11stances. 
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