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NOVE ASSEMBLY, No. 3842
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MARCIH 9, 1987

By Assemiblyman STUIILTRAGER

Ax Acrt coneerning plumbers, amending and supplementing P. L.
1968, ¢. 262, amending R. S, 26:3-31, P. 1. 1946, c. 21, *[P. L.
1946, e. 255, and repealing sections 12, 13 and 24 of P. 1. 1968,

e. 562 Yaud PP, L. 1046, ¢. 255*,

1 Be 1r exactED by the Scuate and General Assembly of the State
2 of NewdJersey:

1 1. Section 2 of P. L. 1968, ¢. 342 (C. 45:14C-2) is amended to
2 read as follows:

3 2. When used in this aet,

4 (a) “Master plusher” [shall mean and inelude any person, firm,
5 corporation or other legal entity skilled in the planning, super-

6 vision and installation of plumbing and who is engaged in contract-
7 ing to furnish labor, or labor and materials, for the installation,
maintenance, repair, extension, alteration or renovation of
9 plumbing.] means a person licensed puisuani to this amendatory
10 and supplenentary act who has the qualifications, traming, ex-
11 pericnce and lechuical kaowledge wecessary to properly plan,
12 lawout. tnstall and repacs plumbing apparatus and equipment and
13 to supcrvise others in the performance of such work in accordance
14 with standards, rules and regulations established by the Slate
15 board;
16 {b) “State board™ [shall mean and inelude] means the State
17 Board of [Plumbing] Exanuuers of Master Plumbers[, as ereated
18 lLiereunder. estaiiished purscan! tu section 3 of P. L. 1968, ¢. 362
184 *(C. 45:14C-3)%;
19 {c) “Act” means this act and the rules and regulations adopted
20 under itL.};
EXrLtaNATION—Maticr cpelored in bold-faced brackets [thusl in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitied in the law.
Matter prioted in italics (Aus is new matter.

Matter caclosed in asterisks or stars hae been udopted as 1ollows:
*—Assembly committee amendments adopted June 8, 1987,
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(d) “Dona fide representative” shall mean] means a licensed
master plumber who is the holder of not less than 10% of the issued
and outstanding shares of stock in a eorporation, or not less than
10% of the ecapital of a partnership, or not less than 10% of the
ownership of any other firm or legal entity engaging in the business
of [inaster plumlier} plumbing contracting in the State of New
Jersev[.1;

(e) “Apprentice plumber” means any person other than a master
plumber or journeyian plundber wlo as his principal occupation is
engaged in learning and assisting in the installation of plumbing;

(f) “Journcyman Plumber” means any person other than a
master plumber or apprentice plumber who tustalls, alters, repairs
and renovales plumbing in accordance with standards, rules and
requlations cstablished by the board and who works under the
superviston of a master plumber;

(g) “Plumbing” mecans the practice, nwaterials and fixtures used
wn the mstallation, mainterance, extension, alteration, repair*[, ex-
cept ordinary repairs as defiied by the State board in accordance
witle the Uniforie Constriction Code J* and removal of all piping,
pliumling fixtures, plumling applian-es and phonbing apparatus i
commection with any of the followinag: sanitary drainape, storm
facilities and building cewers to their respective final connection to
an approved point of disposal, venting systems, public and private
water supply systeins of any premises to and within the property
line of any building, structure or conveyaice to their final connec-
tion with an approved supply system. Plumbing shall also mean
the practice and materials used in the installation, maintenance,
extension, alteration, repair or removal of storm water, refrigera-
tion and air conditioning drains, liquid waste or sewage;

(h) “Plumbing contractor” means any licensed master plumber,
firm, partnership, corporation or other legal entity which under-
takes or offers to undcriake for another the planning, laying out,
supervising, installing or making of additions, alterations and
repairs™ [, except ordinary vojairs as defined Uy the State board in
accordance with the Uniforu: Construction Code J* in the installa-
tion of plumbing. In crder to act as ““a plumling contractor,”’ a
licensed master plumber shall Le the holder of not less than 10%
of the issued and outstanding shares of stock in the corporation, or
not less than 109 of the capital of the partnership, or not less than
109 of the ownership of any other firm or legal entity engaging in
the business of plumbing contracting in the State and shall employ

either journeyman plumbers or apprentice plumbers or both.
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2. Section 14 of P. L. 1968, ¢. 362 (C. 45:14C-14) is amended to

read as follows:

14. This act shall not deny to any municipality the power to
inspect plumbing work or plumbing equipment or the power to
regulate the standards and mauner in whiel plumbing work shall
be done, but no municipality, local Loard of Lealth or other agency
shall require any master plumber licensed under this act or any
master plumber or plumbing contractor awllorized to engage in
the business of plumbing contracting under tlis act to obtain [a
munieipal lieense or bhusiness permit to engage in the business of or
perform the work of master plumber i sueh municipality] any
addilional license, apply for or take any examination or pay any
licensing fee.

3. Seection 15 of 2. L. 1968, e. 362 (C. 45:14C-15) is amended to
read as follows:

15. Not less than 30 days and no more than 60 days prior to the
date set for the examination for a master plunuber’s State license,
every person, except as hercin provided, desiring to apply for a
State license, who shall meet the qualifications as set forth herein,
shall deliver to the State board, personally or by certified mail,
return receipt requested, postage prepaid, a certified check or
money order payable to the Treasurer of the State of New Jersey
in the required amount as set forth herein, together with such
written application as shall be required by the State board, com-
pleted as therein deseribed, and together with proof of qualifica-
tions as deseribed hercunder.

The qualifications which shall be niet and satisfied shall be as
follows: [Such] The person shall be 21 or more vears of ace and
shall have been [engaged or cnuployed in the plumibing indusiry
for a period of five years next preceding the date of lLis application
for such State license. Three or wore of such five vears shall have
been spent while engaged or employed ag a jourieyman pluiiber]
*Leomployed or divectly supervised by a liccnsed master plumlber, or
have had employment wlich the board deems equivalent, for a
period of seven ycars preceding the date of application. The
person may present ecvidence of the successful completion of an
educational program acceptable to the board in licu of two ycars
of cxpericuce)’ cengaged or cnipleed e the plundiing industry
for @ period of five yeavs wext priceding tice date of fis applicaa
tion for a State liccnse. Thoree or more of the jive years shall heee
Leen spent while engaged or cinpleycd as « jouriciinan pluniber?®,

In liew of [such five years, such} 1 alore riguircmen's a person
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ghall have been awarded a bachelor’s degree in mechanical, plimb-
mg or santtary engineering from an aceredited college or university
in the United States which the Loard finds acceptalle and in addi-
tion shall have been engaged or employved in the practieal work of
installing plumbing systems for one vear asx un apprentice or jour-
neyman plumber.

Proof of compliance with such qualifications or those in lieu
thereof shall be submitted to the State hoard in writing, sworn to
by the applicant, and such written proof shall be accompanied by
[a] two recent [photograph] photographs of the applicant.

4. R.8.26:3-311s ammended to read as follows:

26:3-31. The local board of health shall have power to pass, alter
or amend ordinances and wmuke rules and regulations in regard to
the public health within its jurisdiction, for the following purposes:

a. To proteet the public water supply and prevent the pollution
of any stream of water or well, the water of which 1s used for
domestic purposes, and to prevent the use of or {o close any well,
the water of which is polluted or detrimental to the public health.

b. (1) To prohibit the cutting, sale or delivery of iee in any
nmunieipality without obtaining a permit from the loeal hoard. No
person shall cut, sell or deliver ice in any municipality without
obtaining such penmit.

(2) To refuse such permit or revoke any permit grauted by it
when in its judgment the use of any ice cut, sold or delivered
under the permit would be detrimental to the publie health. Upon
the refusal or revoecation of a permit Ly the loeal hoard, an appeal
may be taken to the State departnient. Upon order of the State
department a permit shall be granted or the revocation set aside.

(3) To prohibit the muportation, distribution or sale of any im-
pure ice which would be detrimental to the public health.

c. To lcense and regulate the sanitary conditions of hotels,
restaurants, cafes, and other public eating Louses and to provide
for the posting of ratings or score cards setting forth the sanitary
condition of any public cating house after inspeetion of the same
and to post the rating or score card in sonic conspicuous or public
place in such eating house.

d. To compel any owner of property along the line of anv sewer
to connect his house or other building therewith. This paragraph
shall he enforeed by the loca! hoard withhy s jurisdiction and it
shall by ordinance provide a fine ol #2000 ta Te imposed upon any
person who shall not comply with any order Issued under the
authority of this paragraph. within 30 days alter notice by the

roper officey of the board o make the rveruired eorneetions, An
i
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additional fine of $10.00 shall he provided for each day of delay,
after the expiration of the 30 days, in which the provisions of the
order or notice are not complied with. Sueh notice may be served
upon the owner personally or by leaving 1t at his usual place of
abode with a meniber of his family above the age of 18 years.

e. [To regulate the practice of plumbing, to issue licenses and
to ereate an examining hoard to deternmine the qualification of any
applicant for a license to practice plumbmg. The board shall con-
sist of three persousg, of whom one shal' be a plumbing inspeetor in
the cmploy of the local board. one a master pluniber, and one a
journeyman plumber. No suelr ordinaiice or rule or reculation
adopted therenmder shall require the obtaining of a license by any
person, fitii or corporation licensed 1n accordance with the “State
Plumbing Vicenzc¢ bLaw of 14W0"F (*fdeletedY *Deleicd’ by
amendment®. I, L. , C. Ay

f. To reculate, control, and prohihit the nceuwnmmlation of offal
and auy decaving or vegetahle substance.

e (1) To regulate the location, construction, maintenance,
nmethod of euintyving or eleaning, and the frequeney of cleaning of
any privy or other place used for the reception or storage of human
excrement, and to proliibit the coustruction or maitenance of any
privy or otlier such place until a license therelor shall have been
issued hy the hoard, which lieense shall contirue in force for one
vear from the date of izsne.

(2) To fix the fee, rot exceeding £5.00, Tor such license, and to
use the fees so collected 1n supervising and maintaining said privies
or other places and in removing and disposing of the excrement
therefrom.

(3) To revoke such license at any time if the owner or tenant
of the property on which any privy or other such place is located,
maintains the same in violation of law, or of the State sanitary
code, or any ordinance or rule of the hoard.

h. To regulate. control. or prohibit the cleaning of any sewer,
the dnmping of carbage, the filling of any swken lot or marsh
land, and to provide for the filling up of any such lot or land, whieh
has become filled with stagrant water and is located in any built-up
area.

. (1) To license and regulate the husiness of cleaning cesspools
and privies, whieh license shall centivne for the et of one vear
Trom the date of grantinge, and 1o fix the Tee that =hall he ehinreed
for such beense, not excecding $20.00 for cueh vehiele or con-

veyanee.
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(2) To prohibit unlicensed persons from engaging in such
business.

(3) To require any vchicle or conveyvance used in such business
within its jurisdiction to be approved by it.

(4) To revoke such liceuse if any licensec or his employee or
agent shall violate any ordinance or rule of the board in cleaning
any cesspool or privy, or in removing the contents thereof.

j. To aid in the enforcement of laws as to the adulteration of
all kinds of food and drink, and to prevent the sale or exposure
for sale of any meat or vegetable that is unwholesome or unfit for
food.

k. To regulate, control, or prohibit the keeping or slaughtering
of animals.

l. To license and regulate the keeping of boarding houses for
infants and children and to fix a license fee for the sane and to pre-
vent unlicensed persons from keeping such hoarding Liouses. This
paragraph shall not apply to:

(1) The [Bureau of Children’s Services] Division of Youth and
Family Services.

(2) Any children’s home, orphan asylum, or children’s aid
society incorporated under the laws of this State.

(3) Any aid society of a properly organized and aceredited
church or fraternal society organized for aid and relief to its
members.

(4) Any charitable society incorporated under the laws of this

100 State having as one of its objects the prevention of cruelty to
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children or the care and protection of children.

m. To require in buildings, designed to be occupied, or occupied,
as residences by more than two families and when the owners have
agreed to supply heat, that from October 1 of each year to the next
succeeding May 1, every unit of dwelling space and every habitable
room therein shall be maintained at least at 68° F. whenever the
outside temperature falls below 55° during daytime hours from
6 a.n. to 11 p.ni. At times other than those specified interiors of
units of dwelling space shall be maintained at least at 55° F. when-
ever the outside temperature falls below 40°.

Iu meecting the aforesaid standards, the owner shall not be
responsible for heat loss and the consequent drop in the interior
temperature arising out ol action by the occupants in leaving
windows or doors open to the exterior of the building. The owner
shall be obligated to supply required fuel or energy and maintain
the heating systein in good operating condition so that it can supply

heat as required herein notwithstanding any contractual provision
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118 seeking to delegate or shift responsibility to the occupaut or third
119 person, except that the owner shall not be required to supply fuel
120 or energy for licating purposes to any unit where the occupant
121 thereof agrees in writing to supply heat 1o his own unit of dwelling
122 space and the said unit is served by its own exclusive heating equip-
123 ment for which the source of heat can be separately computed and
124 billed.

125 n. To regulate the practice of midwifery, but the exercise of
126 such authority shall not confliet with the provisions of chapter 10
127 of *[the]* Title *[Professions and Uccupations]* *45 of the Re-
1274 wvised Statutes* (§ 45:10-1 et seq.).

128  o. To enforce the making of returns or reports to the local hoard
129 on the part of any person charged with such duty under any law
130 and to take cognizance of any failure to make such returns and deal
131 with the same in an effective manuer.

132 p. To act as the agent for a landlord in the engaging of repair-
133 men and the ordering of any parts necessary to restore to operating
134 condition the furnace, hoiler or othier equipment essential to the
135 proper heating of any residential unit rented by said landlord,
136 provided, however, that at least 24 lLiours have elapsed since the
137 tenant has lodged a complaint with the local board of health, prior
138 to which a bona fide attempt has been made by the tenant to notify
139 the landlord of the failure of the heating equipment, and the land-
140 lord has failed to take appropriate action, and the outside air
141 temperature is less than 55° F.

142  Any person who supplies material or serviees in accordance with
143 this section shall bill the landlord direetly and by filing a notice
144 approved by the local board of Leulth, with the county elerk, shall
145 have a lien on the premiscs where the materials were used or

146 services supplied.

1 5. Sectionr 1 of P. L. 1946, ¢. 21 (C. 40:49-5.1) is amended to
2 read asfollows:

3 1. Any muuicipality may enaet, amend or supplement ordinances,
4  establishing, amending or supplemwenting rules and regulations
5 affecting the coustruction, reconstruction or repair of buildings,
6 ordinances for fire prevention and ordiranees establishing fire
7 prevention codes, and health ordinances estallishing, amending or
8 supplementing rules and regulations affecting the installation,
9 maintenance, repair and coutrol of the plumbing, ventilation and
10 drainage of buildings and the connection thercof with an outside
11 sewer, cesspool or other receptacle, [regulating the practice of
12 plunibing, or dealing with the issuance of licenses to practice
13 plumbing,J by reference to such rules and regulations in any such
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ordinance and without the inclusion of the text thereof therein, if
the rules and regulations {o he adopted are printed or otherwise
reprocluced in hook form as a code or as a purt of a code of such
rules and regulations; provided, that a copy of sneh printed code,
so marked as to indicate plainly what portion thereof, if less than
the whole, ig intended to he adopted, is annexed to such ordinance;
that said eode or such portion thereof as is intended to be adopted
is so deseribed in said ordinavee as to identify it and there is
indicated in said deseription the connmon or trade name, if any, of
such code of rules and regulations; and that it is stated in the
ordinance that three copies of said eode, similarly marked, have
been placed on file in the office of the municipal clerk, upon the
introduction of said ordinavee and will remain on file there until
final action is taken on said ordinanee, for the use and examination
of the publie.

*E6. Seetion 2 of P. L 1946, ¢ 250 (€. 26:3C-2) is amended to
read as follows:

2. Baid county plmnhing code shall establish a iinimum standard
of workmanship and materiale to be emploved in the installation
and repair of plunmbing and penalties for the violation thereof, and
mayv provide that either the hoard of freeholders or the hoard of
health of the several municipalities wherein said resotution may be
in force and effect may require [the licensing of those engaged in
the husiness of plumbing and] the inspection of plumbing work
and materialeJ*

7.0 “6.* (New seetion) The State board shall, upon application
to it and puyvment of the joeserited fee, isrue a State master
plimnher’s Teense withen! exaisinaiion to any 1rersen who held a
phoet er’s Heense issued by aomuvieipality, Joeal hoard of health or
other aevney for at Tenst Pve venrs vrtor to {he effective date of this
10767 * 19877 amendutory and supplementary act and who dem-
ouxtrates to the Toard’s <piistuction that the experience qualifies
the applicant to fulfill the rvesponsihilities of a master plumber.
Application purspant to thi- cection <hall e made within «ix months
of 1l effective date of thix amendatory and supplementary act,

LEF 2 oNey seetiond 6o alter the offective date of this
L1076 *ro<rr amendatory and sopplementary aet, a muniei-
pality, Teeal board of health or anv other azeney shall not issue
anv plunber’s Heense,

3 Y& a0 (New section) " oor after the effective date of this
L1986 T 00" amerde ory and supplementary act, a person shall

not work ax a master plumber or nse the title or desienation of
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master plumber unless licensed pursuant to the provisions of this
amendatory and supplementary act.

b. On or after the effective date of this *[1986}* *1987* amen-
datory and supplementary act, a person, firm, partnership, corpo-
ration or other legal entity shall not engage in the business of
plumbing contracting or advertise in any manner as a plumbing
contractor or usce the title or designation of plumbing contractor
unless authorized to act as a plumbing contractor pursuant to the
provisions of this amendatory and supplementary act.

*[10.3 797 (New section) The provisions of this amendatory
and supplementary aet shall not applyv to a single family home
owner who performs plumhine work on his own dwelling,

*[11.3* /0% Scetione 120123, and 24 of P. 1.. 1968, . 362 (C.
45:14C-12, C. 4514013 and . 45:14C-24) *and P. L. 1946, c. 255
(C. 26:30-1 et seq.)* are repealed.

*[12.3* *17.* This act shall take effect immediately.

REGULATED PROFESSIONS
Revises the “State Plunibing License Law of 1968.”
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L0, (New section) The pravisionz of this aendatory and sapple-
mentary aet shall not apply to a sinele faaily home ow or who
performs plumbing work on his own dwelling.

11. Sections 12, 13, and 24 of P. L. 1963, e, 362 (C. 45:14C-12,
C.45:14C-13 and C. 45:14(C-24) are repealed.

12, This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill revises the “State Plumbing License Law of 1968” to
require that any person who engages in the business of plumbing
coutracting must be either (1) a licensed master plumber or (2) a
corporation, partnership, firm or other legal entity in which a
licensed master plumber holds 10% of the outstanding shares of
stock.

Under the bill’s provisions, as of the effective date of the act, a
municipality, local board of health or other agency will no longer
be able to issue any plumber’s license. Currently, a person who is
not licensed by the State Board of Examiners of Master Plumbers
can be licensed by a municipality to perform plumbing work in that
municipality. The bill does provide that a person who has held a
pluniber’s license issued by a mmunicipality for five years prior to
the act’s effective date, may be licensed by the State board as a
master pluniber without examination.

The bill repeals sections 12, 13 and 24 of P. L. 1968, ¢. 302 (C.
45:14C-12, 45:14C-13 and 45:14C-24) which deal with a muniei-

pality’s right to regulate and license plumbers.

REGULATED PROFESSIONS
Revises the “State Plumbing License Law of 1968.”




ASSEMBLY HIGHER EDUCATION AND REGULATED
PROFESSIONS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 3842

with Assembly committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JUNE 8, 1987

The Assembly Higher Education and Regulated Professions Com-
mittee favorably reports Assembly Bill No. 3842 with cominittee
amendments.

As anended by committee, this Dhill revises existing law to require
that any person who engages in the husiness of phuubing contracting
must be either (1) a licensed master plunber, or (2) a corporation,
partnership, firmiy, or othier legal entity in which a licensed master
plumber holds 109 of the outstanding shares of stock.

The Lill also provides that as of s effective date, a munieipality,
local board of health or other ageney shall no longer be able to issue
any plumber’s license. Currently, an individual may he licensed as a
master plumber hy the State Board of xaminers of Master Plumbers,
in which case lie may practice plumbing throughout the State, or he
can be licensed by a municipality to perform plumbing work within
that municipality. Current law also allows local boards of health to
promulgate rules and regulations in regard to the practice of plumbing
and to 1ssue licenses authorizing its practice. This bill repeals those
sections of law which currently authorize a municipality, local hoard
of health or any agency other than the State Board of Examiners of
Master Plumbers, to regulate and license plumbers. The hill does, how-
ever, provide that any person who has lield a plumber’s license issned
by a municipality, local board of health or other ageney for five vears
prior to the act’s effective date, shall be licensed by the State hoard
as a master plumber without examination.

The committee amended the bill to repeal P. 1. 1946, e 235 (C.
26:3C-1 ot seq.y which deals with the adoption of plnmbing codes by
certain counties. The adoption of the “*State Uniform: Construetion
Code Act,”” P. L. 1970, ¢. 217 €. 02:27D-119 et seq., superseded the
provisions of P. L. 1946, ¢. 255 and this statute is therefore no longer

operative.



2

The committee also amended the bill 1o delete from the bill the revi-
sion in licensing requirements which it contained in its original form.
It is the committee’s feeling that the current licensing requirement of
five years experience is sufficient.

Finally, the committee amended the bill to delete reference to 1936
and insert reference to 1987, and to delete from the definition of plumb-
ing and plumbing contractor within the bill the exclusion for ordinary

repairs.
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