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Iz-C. tOA:lf-lOla 

P.L. 1988. CHAPTER 145. aJlP'OUftl NouemIH". 1. 19IB 

1938 Assembly No. 2630 

1 AN ACT concerning county and municipal law enforcement 
J' 

officers. amendina N.I.S. 4OA:14-147 and supplementing 

3 chapter 14 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes. 

5 BE IT ENACTED by tlte Senate and Genera' Aaemb'y 0/ tlte 

StGte 0/ New Jersey: 

7 1. N. J.S. 40A:14-147 is amended to read as follows: 

40A:14-147. Except as otherwise provided by law. no 

9 pennanent member or officer of the police department or force 

shall be removed from his office. employment or position for 

11 political reasons or for any cause other than incapacity. 

misconduct. or disobedience of rules and regulations estabUshed 

13 for the govemment of the police department and force, nor shall 

such member or officer be suspended, removed, fined or reduced 

15 in rank from or in office, employment, or position therein, except 

for just cause as herein before provided and then only upon a 

17 written complaint setting forth the charge or charges against 

··such member or officer. Said complaint shall be filed in the 

19 office of tbe body, officer or officers having charge of the 

department or force wberein the complaint is made and a copy 
21 shall be served upon the member or officer so charged. with 

notice of a designated hearing thereon by the proper autborlti.. 
23 which shall be not less than 10 nor more than 30 days From date 

of service of the complaint. 

26 A complalnt cbarlin. a violation of the intlmtl..Jllw ... 

retnd.ttoRl est,blished for the conduct of a law "'fCllSMD- ·teb 
21 .11 be filed no later than the 40th day tbI.UIlI.JttIM JllIIlB 

1he penon nUn. the complaint obtained 1I~'MaJl 

21 t 1 

31 

, 
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1 • violation of the cd.iDalla.. of tI!iI Stat!. DI 9=111r Jilit 

3 

... bgin .. the day after the diIpoIitipP of 1M .. 5..... 
mv_ti,alion. The 4S-*v n!lUirem-t of this PPM_ for the 

filig of a complaint Mainst an officer shall not app1r to a f!l!M 
5 of a complaint bY a private individual. 

A failure to comply with said provisions as to the service of the 

1 complaint and the time within which a complaint is to be filed 
shall require a dismissal of the complaint. 

9 (cf: P.L. 1981. c. 15) 

2. (New section) A comly law enforcement officer shall not be 

11 removed from the officer' s employment or position. nor 

suspended. fined or reduced in rank for a violation~.of the intemal 

13 rules and regulations established for the conduct of a law 

enforcement unit unless a complaint chargins a violation of those 

15 rules and regulations is filed no later than the 45th day after the 

date on which the person filing the complaint obtained sufficient 

11 information to file the matter upon which the complaint is 

based. A failure to comply with this section shall require a 

19 dismissal of the complaint. The 45-day time limit shall not apply 

if an investigation of a law enforcemen* officer for a viOlation of 

21 the intemal rules and regulations of the law enforcement unit is 

included directly or indirectly within a CODCUlT8Dt iIlvestipt_ 

23 of that officer for a violation of the criminal laws of tIUs State. 
The 45-day limit shall begin on the day after the dispositiOR of 

25 the criminal investigation. The 4& clay requirement in this 

section for the fiUna of a complaint alamst all officer shall ROt 
21 apply to a filing of a complaint by a private individual. 

3. This act shall take effect immediatel,. 

29 

'1 STATEMENT 

33 ". bill requlNl that a complaint ....t • "l, Ot 

mtl'llclpal law enforcement offlclt which .. bUI1l Oft , .. 

31 ., the iftterrw Nl...4 r~IU1IUOftl of tl,. _to , .,'
fW within 48 d.,. I.1ft ttle dati tb. ,e,. ' "" , 

31 obtalfted lutflclent IfttormetlOft to fllt th. mattlr ~ ... 
COIIl,laint I. baed. Thit 4.......' l'IttUltlrftl..t MU'e.tl1e\t" .. 

3. IibftI of • complaint by • p"'vatl iftdlvttUl1. 



;. 

1 11II1IiIl..-.at. dlat 1M 45-4Iay time limit shan not apply if 
_ iaYestiptiDla 01 • law ..ron:....t officer for a violation of 

3 the IBt__ ftIIeI .. .......tions of a law enforcement unit is 

iDcludeli diftlctlJ or iallirectl, within a concurrent mvestilation 

5 of that ome. for 3 viola of the criminal laws of this State. 

The 41'" IiIBIt wiD ill such a situation OIl the day after 

t 1 the tit of cMinal investiJation. It is the sponsor' 6 

i iDt..t t tioll of the criminal investilation" be
• 

9	 iDterpreted to jury action, the court trial and all 

....... t.... 

11 

13 PUBUC SAFETY 
Police Officers 

15 

Requires certain camplUata qainst county or municipal law 

j 11 enforcement officers to be filed within 45 days. 
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ASDBLY,II.III 

srmorDJaY 
INTRODUCED FEBIlUARY 29. 1" 

By Assemblyman ZANCARI 

1 AN ACT c.....nceming cauaty _ municipal law enforcement 

office.............. N.I.s. 4OA:14-147 and supplementinl 

3 chapter 14 of Title 40A of the New leney Statutes. 

• 
t. 

5 BE IT ENACTED b" aM Sena'e ",." General Aaembl).' 0/ 'lie 

SaG'e 0/ New JerMJ1: 

7	 1. N.I.S. 4OA:14-t47 is emended to read as follows: 

4OA:14-147. Except • otherwise provided by law, no 
9 penn...t member or officer of the police department or force 

sbaIl be removed from his office. emploJDlent or pmtion for 

11 political reasons or for any cause other thaD iDcapacity, 

misconduct. or disobedience of rules and replations established 

13 for the IOvenunent of the police department and force. nor shall 

such member or officer be suspended, removed, fined or reduced 

IS in rank flOm or in office. emp)oJlllent, or position therein, except 

for just cause as herein before provided and then only upon a 

17 written complaint setting forth the charge or c:barps apiDst 

such member or officer. said complaint sba1I be filed in the 

19 office of the body, officer or officers haviDa charge of the 

department or force wherein the complaint is made and a copy 

21 shall be served upon the member or offjcer so cbarpd, with 
notice of a designated hearing thereon by the proper authorities. 

23 which shall be not less than 10 nor more. than 30 days fmm date 

of service of the complaint. 

25 A complaint charJIinI a violation of the intemal rules .... 

reauiations established for the conduct of a law enforc..eattmlt 

27 shall be rUed no later tb8n the 45th daY alter the date OIl •• 

the penon filiDa the comp1atnt obtaiped autlicteDt WOrmattMlO 
0' 29 me the matt,r upqp wbi; the_pl••t ................ r time limit 8haI1 ..., -Ix· if Ill. JmeU8e~ 

31 til...... ollie" lOt a ytgtattM of, _ ..•"Nl.aIILa 

33 
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1 • wiDIa... 01 ... CS 5 • ' of dIia State. The 41=MY IPit 
· n.. in _ 1M .. aft.

...

the di""Dlitioll of the fiI'!!1i9Il 
3 iD!e!tiatiaD. 11Ie tI dg ....l!!J!!IIt of this parunpl! for the 

fIIi!I of a ClllDD'aiat niret - officer shall not apply to a fWqa 
~ 

I of • CQIII.ie.?aint III • pri!ate iDdi!iduaLI A failunt 10QIIi"" witll Aid pmviaiaas as to the service of tile 
I 

1 complaint ..... the time _IbiD wbic:b a complaint is to be riled 

IhaJ1 require • cIismitIal of the complaint.

• (cf: P.L. 1.1, c. 75) 

2. (New sectiaa) A county law enfolCemellt officer shall not be 
11 removed fl'Olll the officer's employment or position, nor 

suspended. fiJuMl or reduced in rank for a violation of the internal 

13 rules and f8IUlations established for the conduct of a law 

enforcement unit unless a complaint chaqing a violation of those 

15 rules aDd regulatioa& is riled 1M) later than the 45th day after the 

date OIl which the peaaa rdina the complaint obtained sufficient 

11 infonnation 10 file the matter upon which the complaint is 

based. A failure to camply with this section sball require a 

19 dismissal of the complaint. 1118 45-day time limit shall not apply 

if an investiption of a law enfolCement ofr-leer for a violation of 

21 . the intemal rules aDd replatiOus of the law enforcement unit is 

included directly or indirectly within. concurrent investigation 

23 of that officer for a violation of the criminal laws of this State. 
1be t5-dav limit shall begin on the day after the disposition of 

25 the criminal investiaatioD. n.e 46 day requirement in this 

-=tiOIl for the riliDa of a complaint against an offICer shall ... 
27 applJ to a filiDI of a complaint by a private individual. 

3. This act sbaJl take effect immediately. 
2. 

31 STATEMENT 

" 1IIia bill requtree that • camp"t .......t a .." .• 
...mctpal taw enIorcemlDt ornelt which sa bMed Oft •..~.. 

•1 • , .... tIIt.mat NIeland regulaU_ .'alaw.to , _\• 
...Wltldal 41 dap from the date the " .. fWq *' ' ., ...... IUftlc:t.t lftf'onnatloA to lUI .the MU .. 
.......t AI bIIed. '"'" 'I...., tIiflbtftlllftt t "",•• 

It fWnI of • complaint br • private lMlvttu.... 
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1 11Ie bill ... stat. dat tile 45-dar tiIae limit sMIl ..t apply if 
.......tiaa of a law earon:--t officer for • violation of 

3 tile iIIt__ IUles .... reauJatialls of a law enrorcem-t unit is 

jnc:1,'IIed directlr or ~:...directly witIIiD • c:aDCUrMlt iDvestqatiOll 

5 of that officer for a violation of die crimiul laws of this State. 
1'be 4S-day limit win ... ill suda a IituatiDll on the dar .fter 

7 the dil(JOlitian of the criminal ilMlstiptian. It is the spoDSOf'S 

intmt that the tenn • tian of the crimi-J investiptioD" be 

9 interpreted to include jury action. the court trial and all 

appeals tum. 

11 

13 PUBUC SAFETY 
PoUce Officers 

t5 
Requires certain complaints qaiDst GOUDty or nmaicipal law 

17 mforcemmt officers to be filed widUn 45 cIqs. 



ASSEMBLY LAW, PUBUC S.~FETY AND CORRECTIONS 
CDAtJ1TEE 

STAlDIEl'i'T 1'0 
,
• 

A&lBLY,Io. D 

SlATE OFD.mn 

DATED: MAY 16. 1988 

The Assembly Law. Public Safety and Corrections CQmmittee 

favorably reports Assembly Bill 2630. 
" Assembly Bill No. 2630 amends N.I.S. 4OA:14-141 and 

supplements chapter 14 of Title 40A of the New lersey Statutes 

to require that a complaint against a county or municipal law 

enforcement officer which is based on a violation of the intemal 

roles and regulations of a law enforcement unit be filed within 45 

days of the date the person filing the complaint obtained 

sufficient infonnation to file the matter upon which the 

complaint is based. 
The bill specifies that the 45 day requirement does not apply 

either in instances where a private citizen files a complaint or in 

cases where the investigation of the officer for a violation of the 

intemal roles and regulations of the department or force is either 

directly or indirectly included as part of a concurrent 

investigation of that officer for a violation of the criminal laws 

of this State. In situations involving such concurrent 

investigations. the bill provides that the 45 day filing requirement 

is to beam on the day after the disposition of the criminal 
investigation. It is the CQmmittee' s understanding that the 

sponsor's intended interpretation of the phrase "disposition of 
the criminal investigation" includes grand jury action. court trial 
and aU appeals taken thereto. 



SDlATE LAW, PU8UC SAFETY AND DEFF.f& alMNl1TfZ 
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DATED: SEPTENBER 29,1988 

The senate Law, Public Safety BDd Defense Committee reports 

favorably Assembly Bill No. 2630. 

Assembly Bill No. 2630 amends and supplements current law to 

require that a complaint aaaiDst a COooty or mlDlicipal law 

enforcement officer which is based on a violation of the internal 

roles and regulations of a law enforcement department be filed 

within 45 days of the date the person fiUns the complaint obtained 

sufficient infonnalion on the matter upon which the complaint is 

based. 

The bill specifies that the 45 day requirement does not apply 

when a private citizen files a complaint or when the investigation of 

the officer for a violation .of the internal rules and regulations of the 

department is either directly or indirectly included in a concurrent 

investigation of that officer for a violation of the criminal laws of 

this State. In situations involving such concurrent investigations, the 

bill provides that the 45 day filing requirement is to begin on the day 

after the disposition of the criminal investigation. The phrase 

"disposition of the criminal investigation" includes grand jury action. 

court trial and all appeals taken thereto. 
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OmCE OF mE COVERNOR 

Governor Thorn.. H. "-" 
TRENTON, N.J. 08821 
R.....: TUES., 11/1/88 

CN-001 
Contact JOHN SAMElUAN 

809-292-8956 OR 609-292-6000 EXT. 207 

Governor Thomas H. Kean today signed the following legislation: 

A-J020, sponsored by Assemblyman Ralph Loveye, R-Morris, permits boards 

of education of county vocational schools to participate in county or joInt 

insurance funds. 

A-2021, sponsored by Assemblyman Ralph Loveys. R-Morr!s, permits boards 

of trustees of county colleges to participate in county or join insurance faDela. 

James Zangari, D-Essex. establishes a 

on when complaints against county or municipal law enforcement 

officers can be filed where the complaint Is based on a violation of an Internl1 

rule or regulation of the law enforcement unit. The 45 day limit does not appJr 

to complaints brought by private individuals. 

The legislation is effective immediately. 
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