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P.L. 1988. CHAPTER 81. tJpprolJed A....... J••918

1988 Senate No. 1521 IS«ontl Rqrlftll

CORRECTED COpy

'3 - C. 2A_....2
~.

1 AN ACT concerning 2(civil)2 immunity from 2c ivil2 liability

2((01' certain volunteer athletic coaches l(andl 2,1 officials

3 land sponsors1) in certain athletic activities. amendina P.L

1981. c. 812 and amending 2and supplementinl2 P.L. 1986. c.

5 13 2[land P.L. 1981, c. 811)2.

7 BE IT ENACTED by the $ellQte arad General AS$("mb'y 0/ the

State 0/ New Jersey:

9 1. Section 1 of P.L. 1986. c. 13 (C. 2A:62A-6) is amended to

read CUt follows:

11 1. a. Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary.

110 person who provides services or assistance free of cha.....

13 except for reimbursement of expenses. as an athletic coach.
manaaer. or official 2. other than a sports official accredited by

15 a voluntary association as provided by P.L. 1979. c. 172

(C. 18A:11-3) and exempted from liability pursuant to P.L~ 1987.

17 c. 239 (C. 2A:62A-6.1),2 for a sports team which is 0l'lanized or

perfonning pursuant to a nonprofit or similar charter lor which

19 is 2[sponsored or funded by) a member team in a leaaue
orsanized by or affiliated with2 a county or 2(municipality11

21 municipal recreation ~rtment.2 shaD be liable in any civil

action for damages to a player l[od ! 1 participant lor

23 spectator1 as a result of his acts of commission or omission

arising out of and in the course of his renderina that service or

2S assistance.

b. The provisions of subsection a. of this section shall apply

21 net only to organized sports competitions, but shall also apply to

practice and instruction in that sport.

29 c. III Nothir.g in this section shall be deemed to grant

immunity to any person causing damage by his willful. wanton.

3 t or grossly negligent act of commissi~ or omission. nor to any

EXPlANATION-Hatte!" enclOSed 111 bold-faced brackeh [thu$) in the
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be u.itted in the law.

Hatter underlined 1hn is new utter.
~tter enclosed in superscript nUDerals has been adopted as follows:
2 Senate SJU coanittee .-end-ents adopted February 18. 1988.

Asseabl1 AIN committee amendments adopted May 23. 1988.
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1 coach. manager. or official who has not participated in a safety

orientation and training skills program l[establishcd by the

3 league or team with which he is affiliated)1 which .ero&ram sha~

include but not be limited to injury prevention and first aid

5 procedures and 2[basic l~Ifundamentals]2 l[of the sport)t

2general coaching concepts2.

1 (2) A roach. manager. or official sh~~Lbe deemed t~.ha~~

satisfied the requirements of this subsectioR_ if the l[~f!iO-!l__ha~

9 been certified by tbe Recreational Youth Sports cOlJI!<;iI_ of

Rutgers University's Department of Ilecreation and Leisu~

11 Studies or !f the program established by th~k!lgueor te~~~ith

which the person is affiliated has been certified~__ the

13 Covemor's Council on Physical Fitness._ and ~rts) saf~

orientation and skills trainina pro,ram attended by the person

15 . has met the minimum standards established ~~he Governor' s

Council on Phrsical Fitness and Sports in 2(conjunction with the

11 Rutgers Youth Sports Research Council1) consultation with the

Bureau of Recreation within the Department of Community

19 Affairs,2 in' acco~e with niles and regulations adopted

pursuant to the -Administrative Procedure Act,- P.L. 1968.

21 c. 410 (C. 52:148-1 et seq.l:
d. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to grant immunity

23 to any person causing damage as the result of his negligent

operation of a motor vehicle.

25 e. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to grant immuni ty

to any person for any damage caused by that person pennitting a

21 sport competition or practice to be conducted without

supervision.

29 f. Nothing in this act shall apply to an athletic coach,

manager. or official who provides services or assistance as part

31 of a public or private educational institution's athletic program.

2[lg. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary,

33 no person who contributes funds to a sports team described in

subsection a. of this act and who is· not involved in the

35 administration of that team shall .be liable to a player,

participant, coach, official or spectator for damages arising out

31 eli the activities of that team. Il2

(cf: P. L. 1986. c. 13)

39 12. Section 1 of P.L. 1981, c. 81 (C. 2A:53A-1.1) is amended

to read as follows:
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"
1. a. Notwithstanding any other pmVlS10II of law to the

contrary. no person sel"\l'ing without compensation. other than

reimbursement for actual expenses. as a tnlStee. director.

officer or voluntary member of any board. councilor "vemma

body of any nonprofit corporation. society or association as
provided in P.L. 1959. c. 90 (C. 2A:53A-7 to 2A:53A-tt). or

nonprofit federation council or affiliated group composed of

these organizations or a voluntary association as provided by

P.L. 1979. c. 172 (C. 18A:11-3) or to a conference under the

jurisdiction of such a voluntary association. shan be liable for

damages resulting from the exercise of judgment or discretion in

connection with the duties of his office unles.c; the actions

evidence a reckless disregard for the duties imposed by the

position.

b. Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the QXltrary. no

person who provides volunteer service or asistance for any

nonprofit corporation. society or association as provided in P.L.

1959. c. 90 (C. 2A:53A-1 to 2A:53A-11), or nonprofit federation

cOWlcil or affiliated group composed of these organizations or a

voluntary association as provided by P.L. 1979, c. 172

(C. 18A:11-3) or to a conference under the jurisdiction of such a

voluntary association shan be liable in any action for damages as
a result of his acts of commission ar omission arising out of and

in the COUrie of his rendering the volunteer service or assistance.

.Nothing in this subsection shan be deemed to grant immWlity

to any person causing damage by his willful. wanton or· gl'OSSly

negligent act of commission or omission.

Nothing in this subsection shall be deemed to grant immunity

to any person causing damage as the result of his negligent

operation of a motor vehicle.

c. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to supercede or

modify any pro~ision of P.L. 1986. c. 13 (C. 2A:62A-6) dealing

with the civil liaibility of persons involved with nonprofit sports

tPc;'lls.l

35 (et: P.L. 1981, e. 87. s. 1)

23. (New section) Notwithstanding any provisions of law to

31 the contrary. no person who pmvides goods. services, or other

assistance as the sponsor of a sports team which is organized or

39 perfonning pursuant to a non-profit or similar charter, or which
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1 is a member team in a 1eaaue organized by or affiliated with a

county 01' municipal recreation department. shall be liable in an,"
3 civil action for damages to a player or participant as a result of

his acts of commission or omission arising out of and in the.

5 course of his rendering those goods or services or that assist~lCe...

The provisions of this section shan apply not only to organized

1 sports competitions. but shall also appl~-R.ractice and

instruction in that sport.

9 Nothina in this section shan be' deemed to grant immuni ty to

any person causing damage by his willful. wanton. or grossly

11 De,ligent act of commission or omission. nor to__any person

causina damge as the result of his negligent operation of a

13 motor vehicle.2

1(2.) 2{3.1) 4.2 This act shall take effect immediately•..~

15

11

19

CIVIL JUSTICE

Tort Liability

Clarifies the training plOlram requirement of the "little leaaue

21 immunity· statute.
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SENATE, No. 1521
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative COWlsel 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1988 SESSION 

By Senator DALTON 

1 AN ACT concerning civil immWlity from liability for certain 

volunteer athletic coaches and officials and amending P.L. 

3 1986, c. 13. 

5 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 

State of New Jersey: 

7	 1. Section 1 of P.L. 1986, c. 13 (C. 2A:62A-6) is amended to 

read as follows: 

9	 1. a. Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, 

no person who provides services or assistance free of charge, 

11 except for reimbursement of expenses, 'as an athletic coach, 

manager, or official for a sports team which is organized or 

13 performing pursuant to a nonprofit or similar charter shall be 

liable in any civil action for damages to a player or participant 

15 as a result of his acts of commission or omission arising out of 

and in the course of his rendering that service or assistance. 

17 b. The provisions of subsection a. of this section shall apply 

not only to organized sports competitions, but shall also apply to 

19 practice and instruction in that sport. 

c. ill Nothing in this section shall be deemed to grant 

21 immunity to any person causing damage by his willful, wanton, 

or grossly negligent act of commission or omission, nor to any 

23 coach, manager, or official who has not participated in a safety 

orientation and training skills program established by the league 

25 or team with which he is affiliated which program shall include 

but not be limited to injury prevention and first aid procedures 

27 and basic fWldamentals of the sport. 

(2) A coach, manager, or official shall be deemed to have 

29 satisfied the requirements of this subsection if the person has 

been certified by the Recreational Youth Sports Council of 

31 Rutgers University I s Department of Recreation and Leisure 

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the 
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter underlined ~ is new matter. 
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1 Studies or if the program established by the league or team with 

which the person is affiliated has been certified by the 

3 Governor I s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports in accordance 

with rules and regulations adopted pursuant to the 

5 "Administrative Procedure Act," P.L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52:14B-4 

et seq.). 

7 d. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to grant immunity 

to any person causing damage as the result of his negligent 

9 operation of a motor vehicle. 

e. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to grant immunity 

11 to any person for any damage caused by that person permitting a 

sport competition or practice to be conducted without 

13 supervision. 

f. Nothing in this act shall apply to an athletic coach, 

15 manager, or official who provides services or assistance as part 

of a public 'or private educational institution I s athletic program. 

17 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

19 

STATEMENT 

21 

This bill clarifies that a coach, manager, or official shall be 

23 deemed to have satisfied the training program requirement of 

the "little league liability law," P.L. 1986, c. 13 (C. 2A:62A-6) 

25 if the person has either been certified by the Rutgers University 

Recreational Youth Sports Research Council or if the program 

27 of the league or team with which the person is affiliated has 

been certified by the Governor I s Council on Physical Fitness 

29 and Sports. The bill also clarifies that a training program must 

include injury prevention and first aid procedures and basic 

31 fundamental's of the sport. 

33 

CIVIL JUSTICE 

35 Tort Liability 

37 Clarifies the training program requirement of the "little league 

immunity" statute. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1521 
with Senate committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: FEBRUARY 18, 1988 

The Senate Judiciary Committee reports favorably and with 

committee amendments Senate Bill No. 1521. 

The bill is intended to clarify and expand the provisions of the 

"little league immunity law" (P.L. 1986, c. 13). As amended by 

the committee, the bill would: 

1. Clarify that the provisions of chapter 13 cover little league 

teams sponsored by a county or municipality in addition to those 

sponsored by private nonprofit organizations. 

2. Expand the immunity provided by chapter 13 to cover 

injuries suffered b¥ spectators. 

3. Provide that a person who donates funds for a team but is 

not involved in the administration of the team would not be liable 

for injuries resulting from team activities. 

4. Provide that a coach or manager would be deemed to satisfy 

the training course requirement of the bill if the program 

attended meets the minimum standards set by the Governor 's 

Council on Physical Fitness in conjunction with the Rutgers 

Youth Research Council. 

5. Clarifies that the recently enacted P.L. 1987, c. 87 dealing 

with immunity for those serving on the board of charitable, 

religious and education associations does not supercede or modify 

the "little league immunity" statute. 

6. Clarifies that a training program for coaches and managers 

must include injury prevention and first aid procedures and basic 

sport fundamentals. 



[FIRST REPRINT) 

SENATE, No. 1521 

SfATE OF NEW JERSEY 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN mE 1988 SmsION 

By Senator DALroN 

1 

3 

AN ACT concerning civil immunity from liability for certain 

volunteer athletic coaches ~andI 1.1 officiak ,land 9OiBI1'S1 . 

aad amending P.L. 1986. c. 13 laud P.LI.7, c. 871 • 

5 

7 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Gaeal Aae....... 01 dae 

SltIte 01 Net» .Ierwy: 

1. Section 1 of P.L. 1986. c. 13 (C. 2A:62A-6) is amended to 

read as follows: 

9 

I t 

13 

15 

17 

1. a. Notwitbstandina any pl'Ovisiaas of law to the caatruy. 

no person who provides services or assistaace free of charp. 

except for reimbursement of 8JLP""Ms" IS 1ft athletic coach. 

manager. or official for a sports team wbicb is oqlDized or 

performing pursuant to a noopmfit or similar charter '!L..-wbicb 
is sponsored or funded bx a 9JUQt, 01' m...u:ipalitxl IhaIl be 

liab!e in any civil action for damqes to a player l[orl 1.1 

participant lor spectator1 as a result of his acts of commi&siOll 

or omission arising out of and in the coune of his rendering that 
service or usistance. 

19 

21 

23 

25 

21 

29 

b. The provisions of subsection a. of this section sbaU apply 

not only to organized sports competitions. but shall also apply to , 
practice and instmction in that sport. 

c. ill Nothing in this section sbaU be deemed to grant 

immunity to any person causing damap by his willful. wanton. 

or grossly negligent act of commission or ODIissiOll. nor to any 

coach. manager, or official who has not participated in a safety 

orientation and training skiUs program 1[estabJisbect by the 

league or team with which he is affiliatedJl which pmpam sbaIl 
include but not be limited to injury prevention and first aid 

procedures and basic l~lfundamentalsItof the sport]l. 

EXPlAHATlON-Hatter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus) tn 
above bill is not enacted and is intended to ,. a-itted in the , ... 

the 

Hatter underlined 1bY1 is new eatter. 
~tter enclosed in superscript numerals has bIeft .d.,ted •• f.l, ...: 

Senate SJU committee amendments adopted Februar, 18...... 
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1 W A coach, manger, or official Iball be deemed to have
 

satisfied the requirements of this subsection if the 1(perga bas
 
3 been certified by the Recreational Youth Sports eouncll of
 

Rullers University's Department of Recreation and Leisure
 

5 Studies or if the program established by the leyue or team with
 

which the pel'SQD is affiliated has been certified by the , 
1 Govemor' s Council on PhySical Fitness and Sports) safety 

orientation and skiDs training plOgram attended by the pel'SQD • 
9 has met the minimum standards established by the Governor's 

Council on Physical Fitness and Sports in conjunction with the 

11 Rutgers Youth Sports Research ColDlCil! in accordance with 

roles and regulations adopted pursuant to the "Administrative 

13	 Procedure Act," P.L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52:148-1 et seg.t, 
d. Nothing in ~ section shall be deemed to grant imlnat, 

15	 to any pel'SOll causing damage as the result of his Delliaent 

operation c~ a motor vehicle. 

11 e. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to grant immunity 

to any pelSOn for any damage caused by that person pennittiDa a 

19 sport competition or practice to be condUcted without 

supervision. 

21 f. Nothing in this act shall apply to an athletic coach, 

manager, or official who provides services or assistance as part 

23 of a public or private educational institution' s athletic program. 

18. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no 

25 person who contributes funds to a sports team described in 

subsection a. m this act and who is not involved in the 

21 administration of that team sball be liable to a player, 

participant, coach, official or spectator for damages arisinB out 

29 of the activities of that team.1 

(cf: P.L. 1986, c. 13) 

31 12. Section 1 of P.L.1981, c. 81(C.2A:53A-1.1) is amended to 

read a5 follows: 

33 1. a. Not\'llithstanding any other provision of law to the 
, . 

contrary, no person serving without compensation, other than
 

35 reimbursement for actual expenses, as a trustee, director,
 

officer or voluntary member of any board, cO\Dlcil or
 



..
 

1 goveminl body of any IIDIIpl'Ofit corporat'" IDCiet, or 

association as provided in P.L. 1959, c. 90 (C. 2A:&3A-1 to 

3 2A:53A-ll), or nonprofit federation council or affiliated Il'OUP 
composed of these organizations or a voluntal')' 8BJCiatioD as 

5 provided by P.L. 1979, e. 172 (C. 18A:11-3) or to a conference 

under the jurisdiction of such a vollmtal')' association, shall be 
7 liable for damages resulting from the exercise of judplent or 

discretion in connection with the duties of his office unless the 

9 actions evidence a reckless disregard for the duties imped by 

the position. 

11 b. Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, no 

person who provides volunteer service or assistance for any 

13 nonprofit corporation, society or association as provided in P.L 

1959, c. 90 (C. 2A:53A-7 to 2A:53A-II). or nonprofit federation 

15 co1DlCil or affiliated group composed of these organizations or a 

voluntary association as provided by P.L. 1979, c. 172 (C. 

t7 18A:11-3) or to a conference under the jurisdiction of such a 

voluntary association shall be liable in any action for damages as 
19 a result of his acts of commission or omission arising out of and 

in the course of his rendering the volunteer service or assistance. 

21 Nothing in this subsection shall be deemed to grant immunity 

to any person causing damage by his willful, wanton or grossly 

23 neaqent act of commission or omission. 

NothiD& in this subsection shall be deemed to grant immunity 

25 to any person causing damaae as the result of his negligent 

operation of a motor vehicle. 

27 c. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to supercede or 
modify any provision of P.L.l986, c.13 (C.2A:62A-6) deaJig 

29 with the civil liaibility of persons involved with nonprofit sports 

teams.I 

31 (ef: P.L.1987, c.87. s.l) 

[2.] 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

33 

35 CWIL JUSTICE 

Tort Liability 

37 

Clarifies the training program requirement of the "little le8l\l8 

39 immunity" statute. 
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ASSEMBLY INSURANCE COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

[FIRST REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 1521 
with Assembly committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: MAY 23, 1988 

This bill amends P.L. 1986, c. 13 (C. 2A:62A-6 et seq.) to extend 

immunity to coaches, managers, or officials of sports teams which 

are organized under the auspices of or sponsored or funded by 

counties or municipalities. The 1986 law was originally directed 

toward Little League coaches. This bill has been amended by the 

Assembly Insurance Committee to conform to Assembly Bill 2566. 

As drafted, the bill would have required the safety orientation 

and training program to include injury prevention and first aid 

procedures and basic sport fundamentals. The bill has been amended 

to provide for training in general coaching concepts. The bill fu~ther 

provided that coaches, managers, and officials would be deemed to 

have satisfied the requirements of the act if the program has met 

the minimum standards established by the Governor I s Council on 

Physical Fitness and Sports in conjunction with the Rutgers Youth 

Sports Research Council. The Assembly Insurance Committee has 

amended this to provide for the establishment of the standards by 

the Governor's Council on Physical Fitness in consultation with the 

Bureau of Recreation within the Department of Community Affairs. 

The· bill also has been amended to amplify the language giving 

immunity to sponsors of sports teams. 



[SE(X)ND REPRINT) 

DATE,10.1521 

8rATEOF_JERSEY 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCnoN IN 1HE 1988 SESSION 

By Senator DALTON 

AN AC'f CODCemiDg ·2[civi1J2 immunity fmm 2civil2 liability 

2 2[for certain vol1mteer athletic c:oaches l[aDdI .1.1 officials 

land sponsors1] in certain athletic activities. amendins P.L. 

4 1987, c. 872 aDd amendi"8 2_ supplementUur2 P.L. 198&, c. 

13 2[1_ P.L. 1987, c. 811)2. 

6 

BE IT ENACTED by tile Senate and General IbRmbly 01 tile 

I Stelte of Nelli ,Jf!IWJ1: 

1. Section 10f P.L. 1986, c. 13 (C. 2A:62A-6) is ....ended to 

10 read as follows: 
1. a. Notwithstanding any pmvisioDs of law to tile contl'8l'J, 

12 DO person who provides services or assistance free of charge, 

except for reimbursement of expenses. as an athletic mach. 
14 manaaer. or official 2, other thaD a SPOrts official accredited by 

a voluntary association as provided bx P.L 1919. Co 172 

16 (C. 18A:11-3) aDd exempted fnJlllliability pursuant to P.L. 1981. 

c. 239 (C. 2A:62A-6.1),2 for a sports team which is orgauized or 

18 perfotming pursuant to a IMIIIpfttfit or similar charter lor which 

is 2(sponsored or fuoded by) a ~r team in a league 

20 organized bY or affiliated witJlZ a COIIDty or 2[muoicipalityl) 

municipal recreation departmeat,2 sbaIl be liable in any civil 

22 action for damages to a player l(or] J.l participant lorl 

spectatorl as a result of his acts of commissioD or omission 
24 arising out of and in the cowse of his rendering that service or 

assistance. 

26 b. The provisions of subsection a. of this section shall apply 

not only to organized sports competitions. but shall also apply to 

28 practice and instroction in that sport. 

c. ill Nothing in this section sball be deemed ~o grant 

30 immunity to any penon causing damage by his willful, wanton, 

or grossly negligent act of commission or omission. nor to any 

EXPLANATION-Hatter enclosed in bold-faced b""clctts. [thus) in the 
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be OIittld in the law. 

Matter underlined 1llu1 ;s new utter. 
~tter enclosed in superscript nUMerals has be.n Ido~t.d as follows: 
2 

Senate SJU ComMittee aMendments adopted February 18. 1988. 
Assembly AIN cGnltttee amendMents adopted May 23. 1988. 
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coach, manqer, or official who bu DDt participated ... ..,.. 

2 orientation aDd trainl", 'lrills pro..... 1(.......... ., eM 

Ie...., or team with which be is afrdiatedl1 wbida-.-tIllY 
.. iDclude but DDt be limited to iDjurr 1!l!!8l~ ... fig( lid 

[!rocedures and 21basic: 1!J!!!11fundlmmb1sJ2 1(0' die wordl 

6 218DeraI coarJUg COIIC!lJts2. 

(2) A coach, mana-t. or offICial sbaU be deemed to Iiave 

8 satisfied the requirements of this subsection if the 1.{petpa bas 

been certified by the Recreational Youth Sports CouDciI of 

10 RutgelS University I s Department of Recreation aad Leisure 

Studies or if the p1'OJIl'!M established by the leyue or team with 

12 which the penon is affiliated has been certified by the 

Govemor' s Council 00 PhJsi::al Fitness aDd Sports) safety 

14 orieatatiaa and skills trajnins proaram attended by the 1J81SOD , 
bas met the minimtm standards established bY the Govemor' s 

16 Council 011 PImicai Fitness and Sports in 2[conjunction with the 

Rut&e1S Youth SJJorts Research Council1) consultation with the 

18 Bureau of Recreatioa witbin the Department of Community 

Affaig,2 in accordance with rules and reaulations ado[!ted 

20 pursuant to the "Administrative Procedure Act, n P.L. 1968. 

c. 410 (C. 52:148-1 et seq.b 
22 d. NotbiDg in this section shall be deemed to grant immunity 

to any person causing damage as the result of his negligent 

24 operation of a motor vehicle.. 
e. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to grant immunity 

26 to any pel'SOll for any damage caused by that pel'SOn pennitting a 

sport competition or practice to be ~ted without 

28 supervision. 

f. Nothing in this act shall apply to an athletic coach, 

30 manager, or official who provides services or assistance as part 

of a public or private educational institution I s athletic program. 
32 2[1g_ Notwithstanding any pmvision of law to the contrary, 

no person who contributes funds '40 a sports team described in 

34 subsection a. of thi.; act and who Is not involved in the 

administration of that team sball be liable to a player, 
36 participant, coach, official or spectator for damages arising ou~ 

of the activities of that team.1]2 
38 (cf: P.L. 1986. c. 13) 

12. Section 1 of P,L. 1987, c. 81 (C. 2A:S3A-1. t) is amended 

40 to read as follows: 
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1. a. Notwitbst""" IDY otber pmviIicm of law to the 
2 contrary, DO person sel"q witbout ........tiaa. other tb8a 

reimbursement for actual e,,188, as • tl'Ultee, cIi1'ec:tor. 

4 officer or voluntary member of any bDud. COUDCil or aovel'lliD& 

body of any nonpl'Ofit COqlOratioa, lDCiety or association as 

6 provided in P.L. 1959. c. 90 (C. 2A:53A-7 to 2A:53A-11). or 

DOnpl'Ofit federation COUIICil or afraJiated IJ.'OUP composed of 

8 these organizations or a voluntary 811DCiatioD as pmvided by 

P.L 1979. c. 172 (C. 18A:11-3) or to a coofereoce UDder the 

10 jurisdiction of such a voluntuy association, sball be liable for 

damages resulting fl'Om the exercise of iudament or discretion in 

12 CODDection with the duties of his office ...Iess the actioDs 

evidence a reckless disregard for the duties imposed by the 

14 position. 

b. Notwithstandina any provisiaas of law to the contrary. DO 

16 person who provides volunteer service or assistaDCe for any 

nonprofit corporation, society or 8SIlOCiatioD as provided in P.L 

18 1959. c. 90 (C. 2A:53A-1 to 2A:53A-ll). or DDapl'Ofit federation 

council or afrlliated group composed of these orpn;utioDs or a 

20 voluntary w;sociation as provided by P.L 1979, c. 172 

(C. 18A:11-3) or to a conference under the jurisdiction of such a 

22 voluntary association shall be liable in any action for damages as 

a result of his acts of COIIlIDission or orniSon arising out of and 

24 in the comse of his renderin& the vol1Blteer service or assistance. 

Nothing in this subsection sbaIl be deemed to grant immunity 

26 to any person causing damage by his willfuL wanton or grossly 

negligent act of commission or omission. 

28 Nothing in this subsection sbaIl be deemed to grant immunity 

to any person causing damage as the result of his negligent 

30 operation of a motor vehicle. 

c. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to supercede or 
32 modify any provision of P.L. 1986. c. 13 (C. 2A:62A-6) dealinB 

with the civil liaibility of pel'SODS involved with nonpl'Ofit sports 

34 teams.1 

(cf: P.L. 1997, c. 87, s. 1) 

36 2~ew section) Notwithstanding any provisions of law to 

the contrary. no person who pl'Ovides ROOds, services. or other 

38	 assistance as the sponsor of a sports team which is 0l1anized or 

perfonning pursuant to a non-profit or similar charter. or which 
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is • member t... in • 1eaRue Ol'lliliized bJ or affiliated witll a 
2 CDUIItJ or IDlIIiciRel l'8Cl'UtioD departmeDt, sbaIl be Ii!JiIt iD 

8IlY civil actioD for dam.. to a player or p!l'ticiJ-.t • • 

4 ..-it of his acts of commjssjm or......ad,-.t.f ... ia 

tile COUI'!! of his readeriIII those aaads or seniceI or dlat 
6 8I8istaDce. 

1'be IIl!!isi9aIof tills sectiaasIIIIIl'" _t '* to !!!I'!!i!!d 
8 sports competiJiaaL IIut sbaIl .. ..., to mctil:e ... 

iDstructiaa ill dlat Ppd. 

10 NotbiM ill tbia 8ICtiaD sbaIl be deped to arwd jmmmjty to 

!III ...... e·.- ....- br his !!iUfgL -._ or ..-II 

e-wi........ the ~t of bis ..u..t ..,tiaa of • 
14 mator fthicJ•.2 

1(2.) 2lL1) ~2 11Iis -=t sbaIl tab effect i........tely. 

18 

18 avo. JUS11CE 
Tort lJeNJi17 

20 

Clarifies tile traiIIina plDp_ ~ of tile ·Uttle leque 

22 imIInmity- statute. 
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SENATE, No. 1521 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1988 SESSION 

By Senator DALTON 

1 AN ACT concerning 2[civil]2 immunity from 2civil2 liability 
12[for certain volunteer athletic coaches 1[and] 1 officials 

3 land sponsors1] in certain athletic activities, amending P. L. 

1987, c. 872 and amending 2and supplementing2 P.L. 1986, c. 

5 13 2[land P.L. 1987, c. 871]2. 

7 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly 0/ the 

State of New Jersey: 

9	 1. Section 1 of P.L. 1986, c. 13 (C. 2A:62A-6) is amended to 

read as follows: 

11 1. a. Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, 

no person who provides services or assistance free of charge, 

13 except for reimbursement of expenses, as an athletic coach, 

manager, or official 2, other than a sports official accredited by 

15 a voluntary association as provided by P.L. 1979, c. 172 

(C. 18A:11-3) and exempted from liability pursuant to P.L. 1987, 

17 c. 239 (C. 2A:62A-6.1),2 for a sports team which is organized or 

performing pursuant to a nonprofit or similar charter lor which 

19 is 2[sponsored or funded by] a member team in a league 

organized by or affiliated with2 a county or 2[municipality1] 

21	 municipal recreation department,2 shall be liable in any civil 
1action for damages to a player l[orl 1 participant lor 

23 spectator1 as a result of his acts of commission or omission 

arising out of and in the course of his rendering that service or 

25 assistance. 

b. The provisions of subsection a. of this section shall apply 

27 not only to organized sports competitions, but shall also apply to 

practice and instruction in that sport. 

29 c. ill Nothing in this section shall be deemed to grant 

immunity to any person causing damage by his willful, wanton, 

31 or grossly negligent act of commission or omission, nor to any 

EXPLANATION--Hatter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the 
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Hatter underlined ~ is new matter. 
~tter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows: 
2 Senate SJU committee amendments adopted February 18, 1988. 

Assembly AIN committee amendments adopted May 23, 1988. 
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1 coach, manager, or official who has not participated in a safety 

orientation and training skills program l[established by the 

3 league or team with which he is affiliated]l which program shall 

include but not be limited to injury prevention and first aid 

5 procedures and 2[basic 1sport1fundamentals]2 1[of the sport]l 

2general coaching concepts2. 

7 (2) A coach, manager, or official shall be deemed to have 

satisfied the requirements of this subsection if the l[person has 

9 been certified by the Recreational Youth Sports Council of 

Rutgers University I s Department of Recreation and Leisure 

11 Studies or if the program established by the league or team with 

which the person is affiliated has been certified by the 

13 Governor I s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports] safety 

orientation and skills training program attended by the person 

15 has met the minimum standards established by the Governor's 

Council on Physical Fitness and Sports in 2[conjunction with the 

17 Rutgers Youth Sports Research Council1] consultation with the 

Bureau of Recreation within the Department of Community 

19 Affairs,2 in accordance with rules and regulations adopted 

pursuant to the II Administrative Procedure Act, II P.L. 1968. 

21 c. 410 (C. 52:14B-1 et seq.). 

d. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to grant immunity 

23 to any person causing damage as the result of his negligent 

operation of a motor vehicle. 

25 e. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to grant immunity 

to any person for any damage caused by that person permitting a 

27 sport competition or practice to be conducted without 

supervision. 

29 f. Nothing in this act shall apply to an athletic coach, 

manager, or official who provides services or assistance as part 

31 of a public or private educational institution I s athletic program. 

2[18. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, 

33 no person who contributes funds to a sports team described in 

subsection a. of this act and who is not involved in the 

35 administration of that team shall be liable to a player, 

participant, coach, official or spectator for damages arising out 

37 of the activities of that team,1]2 

(cf: P.L. 1986, c. 13) 

39 12. Section 1 of P.L. 1987, c. 87 (C. 2A:53A-7.1) is amended 

to read as follows: 
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1 1. a. Notwithstanding any other prOVISIon of law to the 

contrary. no person serving without compensation. other than 

3 reimbursement for actual expenses, as a trustee, director, 

officer or voluntary member of any board, council or governing 

5 body of any nonprofit corporation, society or association as 

provided in P.L. 1959, c. 90 (C. 2A:53A-7 to 2A:53A-ll), or 

7 nonprofit federation council or affiliated group composed of 

these organizations or a voluntary association as provided by 

9 P.L. 1979, c. 172 (C. 18A:1l-3) or to a conference under the 

jurisdiction of such a voluntary association, shall be liable for 

11 damages resulting from the exercise of judgment or discretion in 

connection with the duties of his office unless the actions 

13 evidence a reckless disregard for the duties imposed by the 

position. 

15 b. Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, no 

person who provides volunteer service or assistance for any 

17 nonprofit corporation, society or association as provided in P.L. 

1959, c. 90 (C. 2A:53A-7 to 2A:53A-ll). or nonprofit federation 

19 council or affiliated group composed of these organizations or a 

voluntary association as provided by P.L. 1979, c. 172 

21 (C. 18A:1l-3) or to a conference under the jurisdiction of such a 

voluntary association shall be liable in any action for damages as 

23 a result of his acts of commission or omission arising out of and 

in the course of his rendering the volunteer service or assistance. 

25 Nothing in this subsection shall be deemed to grant immunity 

to any person causing damage by his willful, wanton or grossly 

27 negligent act of commission or omission. 

Nothing in this subsection shall be deemed to grant immunity 

29 to any person causing damage as the result of his negligent 

operation of a motor vehicle. 

31 c. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to supercede or 

modify any provision of P.L. 1986, c. 13 (C. 2A:62A-6) dealing 

33 with the civil liaibility of persons involved with nonprofit sports 

teams. 1 

35 (of: P.L. 1987, c. 87. s. 1.) 

23. (New section) Notwithstanding any provisions of law to 

37 the contrary, no person who provides goods. services, or other 

assistance as the sponsor of a sports team which is organized or 

39 performing pursuant to a non-profit or similar charter, or which 
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1 is a member team in a league organized by or affiliated with a 

county or municipal recreation department, shall be liable in any 

3 civil action for damages to a player or participant as a result of 

his acts of commission or omission arising out of and in the 

5 course of his rendering those goods or services or that assistance. 

The provisions of this section shall apply not only to organized 

7 sports competitions, but shall also apply to practice and 

instruction in that sport. 

9 Nothing in this section shall be deemed to grant immunity to 

any person causing damage by his willful, wanton, or grossly 

11 negligent act of commission or omission, nor to any person 

causing damage as the result of his negligent operation of a 

13 motor vehicle. 2 

1[2.] 2[~1] ~2 This act shall take effec t immediately. 

15 

17 CIVIL JUSTICE 

Tort Liability 

19 

Clarifies the training program requirement of the "little league 

21 immunity" statute. 
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