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P.L 1998, CHAPTER 7). eppreved April 4. 1999
1988 Assambly Ne. 3057

AN ACT conceming county sdjusiers 8t mvohatary COmMitment
procoedings and amending P.L.1987, c.114.

BE IT ENACTED by she Senate and Generel Assembly of the
Seste of New Jersey:

1. Section 2 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.2) is amended to
read as follows:

2. As wed in this act:

a. “Chief executive offices™ means the person who is the chief
administrative officer of an institution or psychiatric facility.

b. “Clinical certificate” mesns a form preparec by the division
and approved by the Administrative Office of the Courts, that is
completed by the psychiatrist or other physician who has
examined the person who is subject to commitment within three
days of presenting the person for admission to a facility for
treatment, and which states that the person is in need of
involmtary commitment. The form shall also state the specific
facts uvpon which the examining physician has based his conclusion
and shall be certified in accordance with the Rules of the Court.
A clinical certificate may not be executed by a person who is a
relative by blood or marriage to the person who is being screened.

c. "Clinical director” means the person who is designated by
the director or chief executive officer to organize and supervise
the clinical services provided in a screening service, short-term
care or psychiatric facility. The clinical director shall be a
psychiatrist, however, those persons cmtly‘ serving in the
capacity will not be affected by this provision. This provision
shall not alter any current civil service laws designating the
qualifications of such position.

d. "Commissioner” means the Gummsumr of the
Depammm*ofﬂxmmsgmces.

“Cownty counsel”™ means the dnef legalofﬁcer or advnsor of
thegovemmgbodyofamty

EXPLAMATION M2t tor enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the
above bi1l is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thys is new matter.
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f. “Couwrt” means the Superior Cowrt or a municipal court.

g “Custody” moans the right and responsibility to ensure the
provision of care asd supervision.

b “Dangerous to self” means that by reason of mental illness
the person has threatened or attempted suicide or seiious bodily
harm, or has behaved in such a manner as to indicate that the
person is° umasble to satisfy his need for nourishment, essential
medical care or shelter, so that it is probable that substanmtial
bodily injury, serious physical debilitation or death will result
within the reasonably foreseeabie future; however, nmo person
shall be deemed to be unsble to satisfy his need for nourishment,
essential medical care or shelter if he is able to satisfy such
needs with the supervision and assistance of others who are

i. "Dangerous to others or property” means that by reason of
mental iliness there is a substantial likelihood that the person will
inflict serious bodily harm upon another person or camse seric's
property damage within the reasonably foreseesble future. This
determination shall take into account a person’s history. recent
behavior and any recent act ot threat.

j- "Department” means the Department of Human Services.

k T“Director” means the chief administrative officer of a
screening service, a short-term care facility or a special
psychiatric hospital. ‘

L T“Division® means the Division of Mental Health and
Hospitals in the Department of Human Services.

m. “In need of involmtary commitment™ means that an adult
who is mentally ill, whose mental iliness caises the person to be
dangerous to self or dangerous to others or property and who is
unwilling to be admitted to a facility vohmtarily for care, and
who needs care at a short-term care, psychiatric facility or
special psychiatric hospital becavse other services are pot
appropriate or available to meet ihe person's mental sealth care

n “Institution” means any State or county facility providing
inpatient care, supervision and treatment for the mentally
retarded; except that with respect to the mzintenance provisions
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, instituticn aise mcans any
psycihiatric facility for the treatment of the mentally iil.
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0. “Mental health agency or facility” mesns a legal emtity
which roceives funds from the State. commty or federal
govemnment to provide mestal heslth services.

p  “Mental bhealth screemer”™ means a  psychiatnist,
psychologist. social worker, registered professional aurse or other
individual trained to do outreach oaly for the pwrposes of
peychological assessment who is employed by a screeming service
and possesses the lLicense, academic traiming or experience, as
required by the commicsioner purssact to regulation; except that
a psychiatrist and a State licensed clinical psychologist who meet
the reguirements for menta] health screener shall sot have %o
comply with any additional requirements adopted by the

g- "Mental hospital™ means, for the purposes of the payment
and maintenance provisions of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, 2

r. “Mental ililness” means 2 curvent, substantial distarbance of
impairs judgment, behavior or capacity to recognize reality. but
does not inclade smple alcohol intoxication, transitory reaction
to drug ingestion, organic brain syndrome or developmental
disability umless it resuits in the severity of impairment described

s. "Patient™ means a person over the age of 18 who has been
admitted to. but not discharged from a short-term care or
psychiatric facility.

t. "Physician™ means 2 person who is Licenmsed to practice
medicine in any one of the United States or its territories, or the
District of Columbia.

u "Psychiatric facility™ means a State psychiatric hospital
listed in RS.30:1-7, a commty psychiatric hospital, or a
psychiatric mit of a comty hospital -

v. "Psychiatrist” means a physician who has completed the
training requirements of the American Board of Psychiatry and
Naxmlogy.‘ .

w. "Psychiatric unit of a general hospital” means an inpatient
wnit of a general hospital that restricts its services to the care
al treatment of the mentally il who are admitted on a
voluntary basis.

i A UK 70 NG SRR i PR AV e T




1n

&

n

a3

37

x “Puegchelegiet” mesns 2 posses whe is kicensed s a
pupcheiagint by the Now jemey Seerd of Peychuingicsl Exsminers.

y- “Scessming ocetificate” messs a2 dimical certificate
cnscuied by & paychistrist or sther piguician affilisted with a
SCHOURING SSrvice.

2. “Scosmming service” messs 3 public er private amindstory
referral s sie w meatally il povwoas in a specified geographic
anca.

3. “Scressizg owireach visit” means an evaluation provided
by 2 mecial health screener wherever the person may be whea
involmtary commitmenst and is waable or wawilling 40 comee 10 2
SCICERINg SeTVICe.

bh. “Short-term care facility” meass an impatient, commmity
dm—al‘m-n—tﬂyilmdue-ud
ilincss cansvs the person to be dangessus to self or dangesoes to
oibers or propesty. A shert-term cave facility is 3o desigasted by
the commissisner mud is asthorized by the commissisner t0 serve
penons -from 2 specified geographic area. A short-term care
m-éhamﬂapﬂmwmm
bealth care facility and shall meet certificate of need
reguirements and shall be licemped and inspected by the
Deparitment of Health pucsuant to P.L.397% c.136 {C.26:2H-1 »*
seq.) and In accordance with standards developed wintly with the
Commmissioner of Homan Services.

cc. “Special peychiatric hospital” means 2 public or private
hospital Lcensed by the Departinent of Healtk to pwovide
volmtary and imvohmtary mental beal'h services. mcluding
assesgment, care, supervision, treatment and uhlilnmnn
services 10 persons who zre mentally il ”

dd. "Treatment team™ means one or more persons, incinding at
least peychiatrist or ghysicias, aud may inclede a
psyciologist, social worker, surse und othor appropriate cervices
providers. A treatment tcan provides mental health sexvices to
amﬁto!axmmmm-tmm'unﬁluic
tacility. |, '
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ee. "Vekmtary admission’ means thot adult whe is mentally
il. whose ssental ilieces couses e pevsen o be dangenwss to'2lf
or dengroeus ta atheys or Zopciy anid » wiling o be admitied
e a facility veluntarily for cave. seeds cave 2t 3 short-term care
or peychiatric facility bacamse other facilities er sexvices are not
apppriate e avalable % mect the perssn's mental health
aeeds A person may ale be wolmatarily admitted » a
poychiatric facility if kis mental diacss prescats 2 substastial
likviihned of rapid deterioration i functioning ie the near futwre,
there are me apmuprizie cosamity aliematives zvailsble and
&mmmwhmdt—a-ﬁf-
its r=ied capacity.

i S " means the - »
RS 30:4-34. '
fcf- P.L.1987,. c.1165, 5.2)

2. Sectiem 12 of P.1.1987, c.us(c.nknu)sa-luu
read as follows: v

12. A patient who is isvelmstasily committed to a short-term
mwmhﬁtrﬂwmm“
mamm—&mu&z—edm
naiﬁtmw-iﬁﬂb;f“-hﬂ
w_aﬁmbh_fﬁtyﬂsb”bhn
admimistratively discharged from the faciity perssant te section
17 of this act. |

The assigned cousty comscel is responsible for presesting the
case for the patiest's imwolemtary commitmest o the cowt,
wlesc the is licensed to ice law in this
State, i which case the comnty adimter sholl present the case for
the patient s mvolastary commitment 1o the cowrt.

A patient subject o insvolsstary commitment shall kave
a‘dmtat&ehnmdshﬂnthep-ﬂdh
appear at the bearing without counsel.

(ck P.L.1987, c.i16, 5.12)
3. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMPNT

This bill amends the present law o specify that if a county
zdjuster is licensed to practice law in this State. then the oxmty
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sdpster shell be respamsible for presemting the came fow
commitmest t© the coert. istesd of the comnty commsel The
purpose of the bill is w0 rectify a» oversight in the existing law
winch fails to allocate the respoasibility for representing the
State = 2 comwmitinent precesding lsapwech 25 the comty
adyuster s alvesdy vested with the statotory responsihility
pusmast 0 R S 30°4-35 for the preparation of papers relating to
the corsxitrnreai of t(he mentally ill aad deveiopmentally disabled,
the couxty adiaste: s the logical person to present the matter to
the csurt whes he can do 99 wader the rules of the cowrt, that is,
when the county adjmster is icemged %5 practice law i this Siate.
I addition. the bill adds the definition of “county adjuster” to
the defmition section of P.L.1987. c.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.).
from which :t was previously omitted.

HUMAN SERVICES
Cowrts

commmitment Cases to comrts. '
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ee. "Voluntary admission” means that adult who is mentally
ill, whose mental iliness causes the person to be dangerous to self
or dangerous to others or property and is willing to be admitted
to a facility voluntarily for care, needs care at a short-term care
or psychiatric facility because other facilities or services are not
appropriate or available to meet the person's mental health
needs. A person may also be voluntarily admitted to a
psychiatric facility if his mental illness presents a substantial
likelihood of rapid deterioration in functioning in the near future.
there are no appropriate community alternatives available and
the psychiatric facility can admit the person and remain within

its rated capacity.

ff. "County adjuster’ means the person appointed pursuant to
R.S. 30:4-34.
(cf: P.L.1987, c.116, 5.2)

2. Section 12 of P.L.1987, c¢.116 (C.30:4-27.12) is amended to

read as follows:

12. A patient who is involuntarily committed to a short-term
care or psychiatric facility or special psychiatric hospital shall
receive a court hearing with respect to the issue of continuing
need for involuntary commitment within 20 days from initial
inpatient admission to the facility unless the patient has been
administratively discharged from the facility pursuant to section
17 of this act.

The assigned county counsel is responsible for presenting the
case for the patient's Involuntary commitment to the court,

unless the county adjuster is licensed to practice law in this

State, in which case the county adjuster shall present the case for

the patient's involuntary commitment to the court.

A patient subject to involuntary commitment shall have
counsel present at the hearing and shall not be permitted to
appear at the hearing without counsel.

(cf: P.L.1987, c.116, 5.12)
3. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill amends the present law to specify that if a county

adjuster is licensed to practice law in this State, then the county
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adjuster shall be responsible for presenting the case for
commitment to the court, instead of the county counsel. The
purpose of the bill is to rectify an oversight in the existing law
which fails to allocate the responsibility for representing the
State in a commitment proceeding. Inasmuch as the county
adjuster is already vested with the statutory responsibility
pursuant to R.5.30:4-34 for the preparation of papers relating to
the commitment of the mentally ill and developmentally disabled,
the county adjuster is the logical person to present the matter to
the court when he can do so under the rules of the court, that is,
when the county adjuster is licensed to practice law in this State.
In addition, the bill adds the definition of "county adjuster” to
the definition section of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.),

from which it was previously omitted.
HUMAN SERVICES
Courts

Provides that certain county adjusters shall present involuntary

commitment cases to courts.



ASSEMBLY HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 3807
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: OCTOBER 27, 1988

The Assembly Health and Human Resources Committee
favorably reports Assembly Bill No. 3857.

This bill amends P.L.1987. c.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.), which
revises the law governing involuntary civil commitment to
psychiatric facilities, to specify that if a county adjuster is licensed
to practice law in this State, then the county adjuster shall be
responsible for presenting the case for commitment to the court,
instead of the county counsel. The bill reflects the fact that the
county adjuster is already vested with the statutory responsibility
pursuant to R.S.30:4-34 for the preparation of papers relating to the
commitment of the mentally ill and developmentally disabled.

The bill adds the definition of “county adjuster” to the
definition section of P.L.1987, c¢.116, from which it was previously
omitted.

This bill is identical to Senate Bill No. 2550 (DiFrancesco),
which is currently pending in the Senate Institutions, Health and

Welfare Committee.



SENATE INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND WELFARE COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No, 3857
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: FEBRUARY 6, 1989

The Senate Institutions, Health and Welfare Committee
favorably reports Assembly Bill No. 3857.

This bill amends the recently enacted civil commitment law,
P.L.1987, c.116, to specify that if a county adjuster is licensed to
practice law in this State. then the county adjuster shall be
responsible for presenting the case for commitment to the court,
instead of the county counsel. The law currently provides that only
the county counsel is responsible for presenting civil commitment
cases to the court.

This bill is identical to Senate Bill No. 2550 (DiFrancesco),

which the committee also reported favorably on this date.
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