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, Nf ACT c :e,·. war, Ifi........ iIIslh.'" (II ..... 

,.,.cul .... 1M. I • P.LI"'. c.t... 

BE IT ENACTED ..... len." .., G..... A. Ill,., ..• se...,...JaM,: 

I.· s.ctiaD 2 of P.LI.,. c.IM ((:.30:4-27.2" is ..... to 

7 read • IoIIows: 
2. As .... ill dlillet: 

9 .. -CIIief exec.li.. officer- mil f tile , ...... d the c:bief 

"iniJtntiYe officei' of _ illltit1lt8l • po; "atric: f8Cilitr, 

11 b. -CliniQI certilicate- •• • a ron. pi...... '" die.-... 
...~ .., tile AM-drati_ Office of die CoBrts. that is 

13 aaill''eted br the psjCbiatrist. CH' .other "'JSidM ... ... 

nMln-d the peDilOD .... is .ijlct to aJlWDiblBlt withia tIuee 

15 daJs of presmtiDa the pe". ,. a4misi,., to a facili~ for' 

treatment. aad. wbidl states that the is ill ..... of 

17 iavolmtary commitment. 1be 101m sbiJIl state tile .,.afic 
facts upm wbicb tbe euminina phrsici-. bas his 0-:...... 

19 ... sbaIl be certified ill acconIaace with the Rules of the 0Jurt.. 

A djpir.aJ certificate may DDt be executed ..,. a pe,••' who is a 

21 relative by blood or marriaae to die pe~ who is beiDg &Creel". 

C. "Clinical director- ..... tile peNNa"'" is .....ted by 

23 the dUector or chief eAltiitive officer to ....i. aDd ~ 

the clinical services pnJ¥ided in a SCia •• ~ Ibort-tenn 

25 care or I6JCbiatric facility. 1be dinical director sIIall be a 
pa,dJiatrisl. however. those pe!D1J115 cateatly _rviDg ill Ibe 

27 capecllJ' will DOt be affected br this ptCriisioD.. 1bis ptOVisioo 

sbaIl DOt alter any cWltiiit civil service laws .....tiDt the 

29 qualifications of such PJlitioo. 
d. -Commissiaaer- meaDS the Commi-ioner of the 

31 Depart:meut of H1maD Services. . 

e. -Comly C01Di81- rDel!lS t"" chief Iepl officer or advisor of 

33 the aoveming body of a aDlty. 

D,tMATlOii---ttaUl!'I- £'ftc1o~d in bold-faed bruk.h (thus) 1ft tN 
...,. bill is not etWctH .1Id is ifth'NIH to ... _ittH ift tile 1... 
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t f. ..e-t"' ml • tIMt S..·.... a.rt 01'. ~ mart. 

.. "Ca''''-., .1. eM ~ .. Nll'1I ISitJility to r Me the 
....... ofcare ... ,at.-· 

h. "'DaIIpmJca to ..r muew lbat bJ r... of meDtai iJlne&& 
5 ...............t... 01' attenltMai t*:ide or ..,.....auiS IIDdilJ 

hann, 01' has bdaned iII'such .......... to indicate that the 
, 

7' pet•••­ miNe to satisfJ' IIis Deed for lIDIII....t, __tial 

medical care or shelter, so that it is pmbabIethat .1IIII5tatial 

9 bodily injury. III!riou5 pIa,sical dfDIitatiaa or death will rault 

willlin the R 5....' foreseNMe fat... IIDwe, er, .. penIOIl 

11 IhaIl be deemed to be ....... to satisfy his Deed for ....W'.....t • 

....tial IIIeIIiQI caJ'£ 01' s:W.ter if he is aWe to sati&fJ IUCb 

13 needs with the ~ ... rsistaDce of others ... ale 
__iit:.- --..I -, !lie 
-.a&UU6 ... pai.8_. 

15 i.~Dar»geiUiiS to othem 01' JWCiiii!it,· 

III8Iltal n..... "Ie is a -tialli 

dlat .., ~ of 

t. the peuua. wiD 
17 iaDict serious bodily banD tIIer _ or C8III8 sene-s 

pmpertJ ...... withia the ..,• ....., for! II! trUe fwture. 11Iis 

19 detenDiDatiaa shall tm iata KlC/iMlt ........5 historJ. recent 

.........., I8CeIlt act at threat. 

%1 j. ..DIlputmeDt" tile Depu1IDeat of .....5ervices. 

k. ..Dii'8:tor-· the chief administrative officei' of • 

2] tlCI .-. tJenice. • aIIDrt-tenD .care f8Cility or .• lifl8Ciai 

25 

PBJdIiatrM: bDlpitaL 

L "Divisioa" me.. the Di-... of WeDtal Health .-.! 
HoIpitals in the DepubDeot of SenictS. 

21 ... ·10 Deed of iavohatarY itmeat.. me DIii that .. adult 
wIlD is ....tal1J ill, ..... mentat iI e-.. the ..... to be 

29 daoaelUill to seJl or ~ to others or (IIIJpef II adII who is 

umriIliD. to be admitted to a facility ....Iarily for care. .. 
31 wIlD Deeds .care at a sbDrt-tema cue. psJdIjatric fadlitJ 01' • 

special psychiatric hospital bec;nwe other seJYi£es ate DOt 

33 ~te or available to meet the penon's mautal health care 

needs. 

35 n. "Institution" means any Slate or Count)' facility pmriding 

inpatient care, supervision. aDd. treatmeDt for the meDtally 

~7 re\~ except that with respect to the mmtenmee provisions 

of l'itle 33 of the Revised Statutes. i..'1:SUt"~tiG.'i ..u.u iiietDS an, 

39 psycbiatric facility for the t..e3tmEiit of the mS'tally ill. 
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1 ee. "Voluntary admission" means that adult who is mentally 

ill, whose mental illness causes the person to be dangerous to self 

3 or dangerous to others or property and is willing to be admitted 

to a facility voluntarily for care, needs care at a short-term care 

5 or psychiatric facility because other facilities or services are not 

appropriate or available to meet the person's mental health 

7 needs. A person may also be voluntarily admi t ted to a 

psychiatric facility if his mental illness presents a substantial 

9 likelihood of rapid deterioration in functioning in the near future. 

there are no appropriate community alternatives available and 

11 the psychiatric facility can admit the person and remain within 

its rated capacity. 

13 ff." County adjuster" means the person appointed pursuant to 

R.S. 30:4-34. 

15 (cf: P. L,1987, c.116, s.2) 

2. Section 12 of P.L,19S7, c.116 (C.30:4-27.12) is amended to 

17 read as follows: 

12. A patient who is involuntarily committed to a short-term 

19 care or psychiatric facility or special psychiatric hospital shall 

receive a court hearing wi th respec t to the issue 0 f con tinuing 

21 need for involuntary commitment within 20 days from initial 

inpatient admission to the facility unless the patient has been 

23 administratively discharged from the facility pursuant to section 

17 of this act. 

25 The assigned county counsel is responsible for presenting the 

case for the patient's involuntary commitment to the court.!. 

27 unless the _county adjuster is licensed to practice law in this 

State, in which case the county adjuster shall present the case for 

29 the patient's involuntary commitment to the court. 

A patient subject to involuntary commitment shall have 

31 counsel present at the hearing and shall not be permitted to 

appear at the hearing without counseL 

33 (cf: P.L.19S7, c.116, s.12) 

3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

35 

STATEMENT 

37 

This bill amends the present law to specify that if a county 

39 adjuster is licensed to practice law in this State, then the county 
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1 adjuster shall be responsible for presenting the case for 

commitment to the court. instead of the county counsel. The 

3 purpose of the bill is to rectify an oversight in the existing law 

which fails to allocate the responsibility for representing the 

5 State in a commitment proceeding. Inasmuch as the county 

adjuster is already vested wi th the statutory responsibility 

7 pursuant to R.S.30:4-34 for the preparation of papers relating to 

the commitment of the mentally i II and developmentally disabled, 

9 the county adjuster is the logical person to present the matter to 

the court when he can do so under the rules of the court, that is. 

11 when the county adjuster is licensed to practice law in this State. 

In addition. the bill adds the definition of "county adjuster" to 

13 the definition section of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.), 

from which it was previously omitted. 

15 

17 HUMAN SERVICES 

Courts 

19 

Provides that certain county adjusters shall present involuntary 

21 commitment cases to courts. 



ASSEMBL Y HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 3857
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: OCTOBER 27,1988 

The Assembly Health and Human Resources Committee 

favorably reports Assembly Bill No. 3857. 

This bill amends P.L.1987. c.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.), which 

revises the law governing involuntary civil commitment to 

psychiatric facilities, to specify that if a county adjuster is licensed 

to practice law in this State, then the county adjuster shall be 

responsible for presenting the case for commitment to the court. 

instead of the county counsel. The bill reflects the fact that the 

county adjuster is already vested with the statutory responsibility 

pursuant to R.S.30:4-34 for the preparation of papers relating to the 

commitment of the mentally ill and developmentally disabled. 

The bill adds the definition of "county adjuster" to the 

definition section of P.L.1987, c.116, from which it was previously 

omitted. 

This bill is identical to Senate Bill No. 2550 (DiFrancesco), 

which is currently pending in the Senate Institutions. Health and 

Welfare Committee. 



SENATE INSTITUTIONS, ilEALTH AND WELFARE COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 3857
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: FEBRUARY 6, 1989 

The Senate Institutions, Health and Welfare Committee 

favorably reports Assembly Bill No. 3857. 

This bill amends the recently enacted civil commitment law, 

P.L.1987, c.116, to specify that if a county adjuster is licensed to 

practice law in this State. then the county adjuster shall be 

responsible for presenting the case for commitment to the court, 

instead of the county counsel. The law currently provides that only 

the county counsel is responsible for presenting civil commitment 

cases to the court. 

This bill is identical to Senate Bill No. 2550 (DiFrancesco), 

which the committee also reported favorably on this date. 
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