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• P. L. 198!;9. (:f IAPTI-:R 6E. aPf.W0ttrd April 14. 1989 

1988 Senate No. '3124 

\ 
AN ACT concerning abandoned i ••olor vehi(:les and am~ndinS! 

P.L.lg64. c.81. 

3 

BElT ENACTEO bV the Senate and Genrral Assembiy oj the 

5 State 0/ New Jersey: 

.1. Section'l of P.L.1964, e.81 (C~39:10A-ll i~ al~ ,ended to read 

7 as follows: 

1. a. When the State or any county~ county. park conllllissioll. 

9 municipality or any authority created by any thereof, hereinaftf~r 

referred to as a "public agency," shall have taken possession ()f a 

11 motor vehicle· foun.d abandoned, such taking of possession shall be 

reported immediately to Wthe D!re~tor of the Division of Motor 

i3 Vehicles on a fonn prescribed. by him, for verification of 

ownership and (2). the National Automobile Theft Bureau. 

15 b. When such ,motor vehicle which has been ascertained not to 

be stolen and to be one' which can be certified for a junk title 

11 certificate' under' section 3 of P. L.1964, .c.St (C.39:10A-3) shall 

have rem~in~d unf?laimed by. the owner or other person having a 

19 Sellar ri"aht thereto for a period of 15 blJsi'nesS' days, even if at 

thai time -the owner has not been identified as a result or efforts 

21 to make ide~tification by the plJblic agen~y or the Division of 

Motor Vehicl~s. the same may be sold .at· aue t ion in a publ ie 

23 place. If the certified motor vehicle is sold at auction pric)r to 

ident!f!cati~nof the owner. thepubiie agency shall document thp. 

25 condition' 'or> the nl0tor yehicle in> writing and with photograpils 

prior to the sale; doculnent the amount obtained fmln the sale of 

21 the motor vehi'cle; and notify the owner, if his name and addres.'i 

are iden'tified aftf!r the !l;t!le. oJ the actions' takeil b) lhe !)ubiic 

29 agency to dispostfof 'th~mo~tor veh'icle. ' ... 

c. When·a motor vehicle which cannot be certified for a junk 

31 title (;ertificale under secti,on' 3 of P.L.1964. c.8t (C.39:10A-3) 

remains unclaimed' by the owner or other person having a legal 

33 right the~eto for a· period of. 20 business. days. the motor 

E.)(PlANATION--Matt'~r f'n(~'osE'd. in bold~faced bra'CketCi [thus] in the 
above b,11 is' not endltpd and is intended to be omttted 1n the law. 

, . 
Hdt tpr. unde,r 11 n@d tluLi ; ~ new mdt ter. 
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vehicle 1I1ay b~ sold at auc~ion' in a public place. but shall be sold
 

no later th~m 90 busjne~ days after lile publi~ agency takes
 
,	 t 

3	 possession of the vehicle? exc~pt that a waiver of" the gO-day
 

limit may' be obtained. for g~od cause, 'from the Division of Loca:
 
,	 , 

5	 Governlnerlt Services in the Uepartment of Com'tnunity Affairs. 

d. l~he publie agency. shall give n(~tice of a sale conducted 

7 pursuant to subsection b. or c. of this section. by certified rnail. 

to the owner. if his.name and address be known and to ~~1e h()lder 

9 of any security int~rest filed with the director,.and by publi(;ation . 1 

in a fornl to be prescribed by the' direGtor by one insertion, at 

11 least five days before the date of the sale. in oniJ or 111()re 

newspapers published in this State and circulating in the 

13	 municipality in which such motor vehicle is held. 

(ef: P.L.'1987, c.127, 5.5) 

15 2. 'This act shall take effect immediately. 

17 

STATEMENT 

rrhis ·bi.1I afnt~nds s~(~tion 1 of P.L.l!l64, ·c.81 (;.:Hl: lO,~ 1) to 

~1 rL'quire l)u~lic"agenl:ies to notify, the Natio,nal Autoln()bile Theft 

Bureau whenever tht~y take possession of an abandoned 1I1()tor 

2J	 vehicle. 

The National Autonlobile '''heft Bureau. which, has its Eastern 

25 Divis.ion in Woodbury, N.V. is a n~n-profit ,organization engaged in 

motor 'vehicle loss prevention. The bureau maintains a 

21 computeri~ed progranl containing reports of stolen or abandoned 

Inotor", vehi(:le~throu8hout th~ United States. In 1985. the 

29 bureau' s files contained nlore than 9.2 million reports which were 

;1vailah'~ '0 ,I~w .~nforl~~m~nt a.gpnrips and insur~n(~e companies 

:1 1 investigating· claiJns invo1vinS stolen or aband(Jned IDotor 

vehicles. "rhtf availability of such infonnation is essential not 

J:' only to 'fac'ilitate the successful investigatioR of motor vehicle 

thBfts. but also to frustrate and prevent insurance fraud 

35 s(;h~n,~s.· l·ht~ ~~po.rting ,requirer~lent s~t rort~ in this bill \\Iill 

ensur~ ()ur State "s p~rticipati()n in ~his progrdnl and th~s assure 

:47 that the bureau' s infonnation bas~ is up-ta-date aJld accurate.
 

Under current la'\v. pu~)lic agencies art~ onl.y reQuirf~d to notify
 

J~ the ()irector of the Division of Motor Vehicles \\lhen th~y take
 

.. ' 
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1 vehicle may be sold at auction in a public place, but shall be sold 

no later than 90 business days after the public agency takes 

3 possession of the vehicle, except that a waiver of the 90-day 

limit may be obtained for good cause from the Division of Local 

5 Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs. 

d. The public agency shall give notice of a sale conducted 

7 pursuant to subsection b. or c. of this section, by certified mail, 

to the owner, if his name and address be known and to the holder 

9 of any security interest filed with the director, and by publication 

in a form to be prescribed by the director by one insertion, at 

11 least five days before the date of the sale, in one or more 

newspapers published in this State and circulating in the 

13 municipality in which such motor vehicle is held. 

(cf: P.L.1987, c.127, s.5) 

15 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

17 

STATEMENT 

19 

This bill amends section 1 of P.L.1964, c.8l (C.39:10A-1) to 

21 require public agencies to notify the National Automobile Theft 

Bureau whenever they take possession of an abandoned motor 

23 vehicle. 

The National Automobile Theft Bureau, which has its Eastern 

25 Division in Woodbury, NY, is a non-profit organization engaged in 

motor vehicle loss prevention. The bureau maintains a 

27 computerized program containing reports of stolen or abandoned 

motor vehicles throughout the United States. In 1985, the 

29 bureau's files contained more than 9.2 million reports which were 

available to law. enforcement agencies and insurance companies 

31 investigating claims involving stolen or abandoned motor 

vehicles. The availability of such infonnation is essential not 

33 only to facilitate the successful investigation of motor vehicle 

thefts, but also to frustrate and prevent insurance fraud 

35 schemes. The reporting requirement set forth in this bill will 

ensure our State I s participation in this program and thus assure 

37 that the bureau's information base is up-to-date and accurate. 

Under current law, public agencies are only required to notify 

39 the Director of the Division of Motor Vellicles when they take 
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1 possession of an abandoned motor vehicle. 

3 

5 

7 

MOTOR VEHICLES 

Motor Vehicles - License and Registration 

Requires public agencies· to report the finding of abandoned 

motor vehicles to the National Automobile Theft Bureau. 



ASSEMBLY LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 3124 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: FEBRUARY 6, 1988 

The Assembly Law Public Safety and Corrections Committee 

favorably reports Senate Bill No. 3124. 

This bill amends section 1 of P.L.1964, c.a1 (C.39:10A-1) to 

require public agencies to notify the National Automobile Theft 

Bureau whenever they take possession of an abandoned motor 

vehicle. Under current law, public agencies are only required to 

notify the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles when they take 

possession of an abandoned motor vehicle. For purposes of the bill, a 

public agency is any State or any county, county park commission, 

municipality, or any authority created by any of these. 

The National Automobile Theft Bureau, which has its Eastern 

Division in Woodbury, NY, is a non-profit organization engaged in 

motor vehicle loss prevention. The bureau maintains a computerized 

program containing reports of stolen or abandoned motor vehicles 

throughout the United States. In 1985, the bureau's files contained 

more than 9.2 million reports which were available to law 

enforcement agencies and insurance companies investigating claims 

involving stolen or abandoned motor vehicles. The availability of 

such infonnation is essential not only to facilitate the successful 

investigation of motor vehicle thefts, but also to frustrate and 

prevent insurance fraud schemes. The reporting requirement set 

forth in this bill will ensure our State's participation in this program 

and thus assure that the bureau's infonnation base is up-to-date and 

accurate. 

Senate Bill No. 3124 is identical to Assembly Bill No. 4088. 



SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFENSE COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 3124
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: JANUARY 12,1989 

The Senate L,aw, Public Safety and Defense Committee reports 

favorably Senate Bill No. 3124. 

This bill amends section 1 of P.L.1964, c.8l (C.39:10A-l) to 

require public agencies to notify the National Automobile Theft 

Bureau whenever they take possession of an abandoned Illotor vehicle. 

The National Automobile Theft Bureau, which has its Eastern 

Division in Woodbury, New York, is a nonprofit organization engaged 

in motor vehicle loss prevention. The bureau maintains a 

computerized program containing reports of stolen or abandoned 

motor vehicles throughout the United States. In 1985, the bureau's 

files contained ITIOrC than 9.2 million reports which were available to 

law enforcenlent agencies and insurance companies investigating 

claims involving stolen or abandoned motor vehicles. The 

availability of such information facilitates the successful 

investigation of motor vehicle thefts and also frustrates and prevents 

insurance fraud schemes. The reporting requirement set forth in this 

bill will ensure our State 's participation in this prograIll and thus 

assure that the bureau's inforrrlation base is up-to-date and accurate. 

Under current law, public agencies are only required to notify 

the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles when they take 

possession of an abandoned motor vehicle. 
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