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- P L 1989, CHHAPTER 6€. approved April 14. 1989
1938 Senate No. 3124

AN ACT concerning abandoned inwior vehicles and amending

N.L.1364. c.81.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey: . ’

1. Section 1 of P.L.1964, c.81 (C.39:10A-1) is ar. ended to read
as follows: . 7 .

1. a. When the State or any county, Count-y‘ park commission,
municipality or any authority created by any thereof, hereinafter
referred to a$ a “public agency.” z;hall have taken possession of a
motor vehicle found abandoned, such taking of possession shall be
reported ifmmediately to Ll) the Director of the Division of Motor
Vehicies on a form prescribed by him, for verification of
ownership and (2) the National Automobile Theft Bureau.

b. When such motor vehicle which has been ascertained not to
be stolen and to be one which can be certified for a junk title
certificate under section 3 of P.L.1964, c.81 (C.39:10A-3) shall
have remained unclaimed by the owner or other person having a

legal night thereto for a period of 15 business days, even if at
that time the owner has not been identified as a result of efforts
to make identification by the public agency or the Division of
Motor Vehicles. the same may be sold at auction in a public
place. If thé certified motor vehicle is sold at auction prior to
identification of the owner, ihe public agency shall document the
condilion»of the motor vehicle in'writing and with photographs
prior to the sale; document the amount obtained fromn the sale of
the motor vehicle; and notify the owner, if his name and address
are ldnntlfwd after the sale, of the actions takca by the pubnc
agency to dlspose of the motor vehicle.

c. When a motor veh:cle which cannot be certified for a junk
title (,ertlfncate under section 3 of P.L.1964. c.81 (C.39:10A-3)
remams uncla:med by the owner or other person having a legal
right ’hereto for a penod of 20 busmess days. the ‘motor

EXPLANAT[ON--Hatter enclosed. in bold-faced brackets (thus] in the
~above b1 11 is not enacted and is intended to be nmlt?ed in the law.

Matter underlwned ;;gg is new matter.
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vehicle may be sold at auc!ion‘vin a public place, but shall be sold
no later -than 90 business days aftes the public agency takes
possession of the vehicle. except that a waiver' of the 90-day
limit may be obtained for good cause from the Division of Local
Govemmeﬁt Services in the De'partmenf of Community Affairs.

d. The public agency shall give nctice of a sale conducted
pursuant to subsection b. or c. of this section, by certified mail,
to the owner. if his name and address be known and to .ne holder
of any security interest filed with the director, and by publication
in a form to be prescribed by the director by one insertion, at
least five days before the date of the sale, in ong or more
newspapers published in this State and circulating in the
municipality in which such motor vehicle is held.

(cf: P.L.1987, c.127, s.5)
2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT .

'I'His ‘hi_" mﬁends sectiéu 1 of‘ P.L10G4, ¢, 1 {C.OMI0A 1 to
require public agencies to notify the Nationél Automobile Theft
Bureau whenever lhéy take possession of an abandoned motor
vehicle. . '

The National Automobile Theft Bureau. which has its Eastern
Division in Woodbury. NY. is a npn_pmfit organization engaged in
motor - vehicle loss prevention. The bureau maintains a
computerized program containing reports of stolen or abandoned
mOtoE. vehii:lr:;s throughout the United States. In 1985, the
bureau's files contained more than 9.2 million reports which were
available to llnw»omfnrnem'p_n! a_gﬁnnir;s and insurance companies
investigating ciaims involving stolen of abandoned motor
vehicles. The availability of such information is essential not
only to facilitate the successful investigation of motor vehicle
thefts, but also to frustrate and prevent insurance fraud
schemes. - The reporting requirement set forth in this bill will
ensure our State's participation in this program and thus assure
that the bureau's information base is up—to¥date and accurate.

Under current lasw. public agencies are 6nly required to notify
the Director of the Division of Motor .Vehricles when they take
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vehicle may be sold at auction in a public place, but shall be sold
no later than 90 business days after the public agency takes
possession of the vehicle, except that a waiver of the 90-day
limit may be obtained for good cause from the Division of Local
Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs.

d. The public agency shall give notice of a sale conducted
pursuant to subsection b. or c. of this section, by certified mail,
to the owner, if his name and address be known and to the holder
of any security interest filed with the director, and by publication
in a form to be prescribed by the director by one insertion, at
least five days before the date of the sale, in one or more
newspapers published in this State and circulating in the
municipality in which such motor vehicle is held.

(cf: P.L.1987, c.127, s.5)
2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill amends section 1 of P.L.1964, ¢.81 (C.39:10A-1) to
require public agencies to notify the National Automobile Theft
Bureau whenever they take possession of an abandoned motor
vehicle.

The National Automobile Theft Bureau, which has its Eastern
Division in Woodbury, NY, is a non-profit organization engaged in
motor vehicle loss prevention. The bureau maintains a
computerized program containing reports of stolen or abandoned
motor vehicles throughout the United States. In 1985, the
bureau's files contained more than 9.2 million reports which were
available to law. enforcement agencies and insurance companies
investigating claims involving stolen or abandoned motor
vehicles. The availability of such information is essential not
only to facilitate the successful investigation of motor vehicle
thefts, but also to frustrate and prevent insurance fraud
schemes. The reporting requirement set forth in this bill will
ensure our State's participation in this program and thus assure
that the bureau's information base is up-to-date and accurate.

Under current law, public agencies are only required to notify
the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles when they take
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possession of an abandoned motor vehicle.

MOTOR VEHICLES

Motor Vehicles - License and Registration

Requires public agencies to report the finding of abandoned
motor vehicles to the National Automobile Theft Bureau.



ASSEMBLY LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No, 3124
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: FEBRUARY 6, 1988

The Assembly Law Public Safety and Corrections Committee
favorably reports Senate Bill No. 3124.

This bill amends section 1 of P.L.1964, c.81 (C.39:10A-1) to
require public agencies to notify the National Automobile Theft
Bureau whenever they take possession of an abandoned motor
vehicle. Under current law, public agencies are only required to
notify the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles when they take
possession of an abandoned motor vehicle. For purposes of the bill, a
public agency is any State or any county, county park commission,
municipality, or any authority created by any of these.

- The National Automobile Theft Bureau, which has its Eastern
Division in Woodbury, NY, is a non-profit organization engaged in
motor vehicle loss prevention. The bureau maintains a computerized
program containing reports of stolen or abandoned motor vehicles
throughout the United States. In 1985, the bureau's files contained
more than 9.2 million reports which were available to law
enforcement agencies and insurance companies investigating claims
involving stolen or abandoned motor vehicles. The availability of
such information is essential not only to facilitate the successful
investigation of motor vehicle thefts, but also to frustrate and
prevent insurance fraud schemes. The reporting requirement set
forth in this bill will ensure our State's participation in this program
and thus assure that the bureau's information base is up-to-date and
accurate.

Senate Bill No. 3124 is identical to Assembly Bill No. 4088.



SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFENSE COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 3124
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JANUARY 12, 1989

The Senate Law, Public Safety and Defense Committee reports
favorably Senate Bill No. 3124.

This bill amends section 1 of P.L.1964, c¢.81 (C.39:10A-1) to
require public agencies to notify the National Automobile Theft
Bureau whenever they take possession of an abandoned motor vehicle.

The National Automobile Theft Bureau, which has its Eastern
Division in Woodbury, New York, is a nonprofit organization engaged
in motor vehicle loss prevention. The bureau maintains a
computerized program containing reports of stolen or abandoned
motor vehicles throughout the United States. In 1985, the bureau's
files contained more than 9.2 million reports which were available to
law enforcement agencies and insurance companies investigating
claims involving stolen or abandoned motor vehicles. The
availability of such information facilitates the successful
investigation of motor vehicle thefts and also frustrates and prevents
insurance fraud schemes. The reporting requirement set forth in this
bill will ensure our State's participation in this program and thus
assure that the bureau's information base is up-to-date and accurate.

Under current law, public agencies are only required to notify
the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles when they take

possession of an abandoned motor vehicle.
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