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-~------ - -------P-X.i990-,-CHAPTER 23, approved May 15, .1990 _ 

1990 Assembly No._ 2918 (First ReprintJ 

r AN ACT- concerning school-facility plan review ~d amending 
N.T.S. 18A:IBA-.16, N.j.S, HlA:18A-4.9, P.L.1975, c.217 and 

3 P.L.1985, c.409. 
4 
~__~ ~~~~~ENACT~Q b-.V-_Jhe Senate and {ieneral Assembly 0/ t_he 

6 --State 0/ New Jersey:- '- _ 

7_ -1. N.J.Sj8A:16A"';15 i~ amended to read as follows: 
_8" -- _ 18A:18A-16. AU plariSand specifications for the erection, 
9_ alteration. improvement or repair of'public [schoolhouses] school 

10 buildings-shall be drawn by or under the superVision of an 
ll_appropriate officer employed by the board to whom such power 
12 shall have been delegated by the board of education. 
13 _ No ~ont'raet for the ere~tion of any building or any part thereof 
14 by any boardofeduci:ltion of aiIy-school district shall be entered 

- - ~ - ­

______ "'----'-~-.:l.5-- intO=-Wltil-th&:finStJ---plans and 'speciftcatillns therefor- have been
 
16 submitted- to" and approved by, [the State board] either the
 

- 17 -_ Bureau -of Facility Planning Services in- the Department of 
.18 - Education or an appropriately licensed code official trio the] 
19 employed by any1municipality in 1[which the building is located] 
20 the State, with the written consent of that municipalityt.:. [and -i , 

------'---,---- -- ­
21 ,.no]No c~angeJn-any such plans or specifications, so approved, 
22 shall be made unless the same shall have been submitted to, and 
23 approved by, [the State board] the Bureau of Facility Planning 
24 _ Services in the Department of Education or an appropriatelY 
25 .licensed 1mmricipal1 code official trin the municipality in which" 
26 the building is located]1 , whichever entity originally approved 
27 the plans. [A copy of all plans and specifications, -and all changes 
28 therein, so approved, shall be filed forthwith with the State 
29 board.] ­
30 Should a municipal planniIl8 --board, acting pursuant to the 

031 provisions of 
_._.
seetian

__ 
22 of P.L.1975.__ c.291 (C.40:55D-31),

4 --- ­

3r - recommend against the approval of plans and specifications for 
33 the <-erection of a school building or any part thereof and file 
34 notice of that recomthen~ation~thin10 days with the Bureau of 
35 Facility Planning-Services of the Department of Education for 

_____________________~~ cQnsiderationduring-the-plan-reviewproc-ess-r:-The State bOard] ! 

37 the Bureau of Facility Planning Services shall not approve the
• 

38 preliminary planS and specifications for educational adequacy 

EXPLANATION--Hatter enclo$ed in- bold-faced brackets [thus) in the 
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law o 

Hatter underlined ihui is new matter. 
-' ~atter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows: 

Assembly AED cOlllllitteeamendments adopted March 19, 1990. 
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. 1 until tbe obj~ctions of the wUIlicipal planning board have been 
2 corisidered.
 
3 (cf: P.L.1987, c.160, s.l)
 

4 2. N. J.S.18A:18A-49 is amended to read as follows: 
5 18A:18A..:.49.[No] The board of education of [any] .!! school 
6 distric t shall be required to secure the approval of its final plans . 
7 and specifications as required b~ the State Unifonn ,Construction 
fL£odeforthe_erection or alteration of any school building or 
,9 .vocational school building or any part thereOf by the Bureau of 

10 Facility Planning Services in the Department of Education or an 
11 appropriately licensed Imunicipal1 code official· l[in the 
12 municipality in which· the building is 10cated]1 [; nor shall any 
13 bQard of education or any board of education of a - county 
14 vocational school or any contractor doing work in connection with 

·15	 school buildings or county vocational school buildiIigs be required 
16 to secure a building pennit from the municipality] . 
17 (d: N.J.S.18A:18A-:.:1ID-__ --~ __ -~_ ­

. ,,-­ 18 - i·. Se~tion 12 of pj..1975, c.217 (C.52:27D-130) is amended to 
19 read as follows: 
20 12. Except as' otherwise provided by this act 'or in the code, 
21 before construction or alteration of any building or structure, the 
22 owner, or his agent, engineer or architect" shall submit an' 
23 application in writing, including signed an,d s~taled drawings- and 

--- --~-~---specl!i~~t~f.?ns,.to the enforcing agency as defmed in this act. 
25 The application shall be in .accordance with regulations 
26 . ' established by the commissioner and on a form prescribed by the 
2.7 commissioner and shall be accompanied by payment of the fee to 
28 be established by the municipal governing body by ordinance in 
29 accordance with standards established by the commissioner. The 
30 application for a construction pennit shall be filed with the 
31 enforcing agency and shall be a public record; and no application 
32 for a construction permit shall· be removed from the custody of 

---- ----------3'3-· - the. enforcing agency after a construction pennit - has been 
34 issued. Nothing contain~d in this paragraph shall be interpreted 
35 as preventing the imposition of requirements in the code, for 
36 additional permits for particular kinds of work, including but not 
37 limited to plumbing, electrical, elevator, fire prevention 
38 equipment or boiler installation or repair work, or in other 
39 defined situations. 
40 No pennit shall be issued for a public school facility [which 
41 requires the approval of the Department of Education] unless the 
42 final plans and specifications have been first approved by the 
43 Bureau of Facility Planning Services in the Department of 
44 Education or a I municipal1 code official l[in the muniCipality in 
45, which the building is located]l who is appropriately licensed by 
46 the Commissioner of the Department- of Community' Affairs for 
47 the type and level of plans being reviewed. Approval by the 
48 Bureau of Facility Plarming Services in the Department of 
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1 Education shall only be required when a review for educational 
2 adequacy is necessary. RequiremEmtsdet~rri1ining when a review 
3 foI-educatiorial.adequacY is necessarY shall be established jointly 
4 by the Department of Community Affairs and the Department of 
5 Education [within 180 days of the effective date .of this actl. The 
6 standard!; shall thereafter be adopt~das pa~t of th~Uniforrn 
7 Constru~tion COde regulations by the:,Deparfmentof .Community 

. 8 Affai,rs. After. the final Rlans. ~d specifications have been . 
9 approved for' educational adequacy by the Bureau . of .Facility 

10 Planning SeNices in the Department of' Education, a jocal'b()arcl .'" 
. &. 

';"11 of education may submit the final plans and ,specifications for. 
,y 12 code approval to either the Bureau of FiicHity Plaiming Services 

----'----~l3 in the Department of Education ora Imunicipal1 code official 
.. 14 .1[in the municipality in which the building is locatedP' who is .­

15 appropriately liceru;ed by the Commissioner of the Department of 
16,Community Affairs for the type and Jevel _ot plans being 
17 reviewed. The Bureau of Facility Planning Services in the 
18 Department of Education when approving final plans and 
19' . specifications shall be 'responsible for insuring that the final plans 
20 and specifications conform to the requirements of. the code as 
21 well as for insuring that they provide for an educationally 
22 

-------",----c 

a 23 
adequate facility. In caITYi:ng ou_~~ts ~espo~bHity pursuan!.J.~, 

the provisions of this section the Department of Education shall 
. .__. _ 

24 employ persons licensed by the Commissioner of the Department 
25 :··of Community Affairs for the type and level of plans being 
26 reviewe~. 

27 (cf: P.L.1983, c.496, s.4) 
28 4. Section 1 of P.L.1985, cA09 (C.52:27D-126c) is amended to 
29 read as follows: 
30 1. No county, 'rmmicipality, or any agency or instrumentality 
31 thereof shall be required to pay any municipal fee or charge in 
32. - order to secure a .construction pennit for the erection or 
33 alteration of any public building or part thereof from the 
34 municipality wherein the building may be located. No erection or 
35 alteration of any public building or part thereof by a' county, 
36 municipality, school board. or any 'agency or instrumentality 

--- ".--31,--,-thereof~shall-·be__subject'toanyfee,-'inc1uding any surcharge or 
38 training fee, imposed by any department or agency of·. State, 
39 government 'pursuant to any law, or rule or regulation',except 

. 40 that nothing contained in this section shall be interpreted as 
41 preventing the imposition of a fee upon. a board of education by 
42 either the Department of Education Jor plan review Qr. by a 
43 municipality for the review of plans submitted to it pursuant to 
44 ilie provisions of section 12 ofP.L.1975, c.217 (C.52:27D-130). 
45 (d': P.L.1989, c.43, s.2) 

, 46 . &. This act shall take effect immediately.. 
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ASSEMIlI.Y EIJlJCATION LUMMI'!'"I!':I':
 

STATI';Mfo:NT Tl)
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 2918 
with ,:ollllJliltl!l) aJlllJndJIH~llt!; 

STATE OF NEW JERBEY 

DATED: MARCI-j IH, l!HJO 

The Assembly Education Committ.:!! favorably reports A~;!jf:mbly 

Bill No. 2918 as amended, 

As amended, this bill pemlits a board of erlu<;;lt ion to ""UJrI: 

code compliance approval of its building plans for school far.illl"':, 

from a munieiflal~ode official or the Oepartment of EdUCillirin. 

Currently, authority for the approval of capilal proWr:l" of 
school districts 1s -vested in thfJ--State--Ho-ar;J'~;f Edur;ati,~~ l;y 

N.J.S.A.18A:18A-16 and N.J.S,A.52:27D-130 and r1'11egillnrl to Ih,: 

Bureau of facili ty Planning S'Jrvir:w; wi thin 1111; Doparl rTll:nl () f 

Education by N.].A.C.6:22-1.1. The BUflJilU of Facility PlanruTlp, 

Services reviews the plans for both corle cornplianco and mlucallClIlal 

adequacy. 

This bill provides that a 10Cl11 districi llIay C!lilllinalc: th" need 

for Department of Education I'Cviuw of Ilwir plnlls for co,lc­

compliance by having the final plans approvl:r1 hy a Ill\Ulir:ip;~1 cork 
official who is licensed by the Dr:parllTlI:nl of Con\ll1lllnty AffH1P, for 

the type and level of plan~ bning. l·ovimvl1Il. Tho IkpilrtlllC'111 of 

Education would stil1 review Ihe pi ails for ocl\ll:a t il1lli\ I nrkqnacy 

Also. Ihe bill providm; thai n Illunicipnlity IlIHy char!-w a f",' fnr 

the review of plaos subillitlnd 10 il by a local hO;lfl!of nd\lCatl<l11 fnl 

code compliance approval. 

Undr:r current facilities rnviow pl'oCl~dl\rns, Illany lncal d\sll'l"(" 

have experioncnd dolays in tho plan lIpproval procnss. By h,n·\Ily. Ihe 

plnns approv,~cl hy thn Illunicipal l:ndo offkial n \Ol:al schnol C!lStl'l1 I 

will bn ahl,: to rud\lC:ll thn length of thn plnn r.-vi",,, pn)c,'"'' ",hil,' 

insuring thnt thnir plnns mnol huilcHng r.Oc!11 slnnrlards. 

HoprllscllllllivllH of thll Dopnrlll\l1ll1 of Edllcalion, New 1""""\ 
School Bonrds Assoc\ntion, Nnw /OI"lHly AsslH:iall'1I1 nf Schn111 

Ilu...i/lw;s Officinls. line! thn Now I Ol'sny l'~chll:a Iinll Ass,),'.' ;lllllil 

11:llllflcd ill fnvor of Ihn hill. A Conllllllllicatiolls Wnrl,,'l's nl' AIIII'\'''':\ 

nHll/lhor, 11I11ploYllcl !ly tho llc1pnl'lllll!1I1 of ~~:hll:lltinn, I"slil'i"d :1!-~:lIl\'t 
Ihfl hill. 

Tho ClIllIlllilt'!1l III1IC!lllltHl Ih" hill In "Iinllllnlc 111f' '· ... "11'1f·(111l\ 

lhnl n ~lC:hool dlNlrict cOllld only liNn a ,:od,~ llrl'i.:inl l'mlll Ih" 

IIllJr1lcll'nllly in which till' ~c"Il111 hlllhlillH is t'lI::ll ....I. 111,,11':1.1, :1 

.'/1;111)01 lIll/Idcl clluld 11110 /lilY llppl'Clprinll'ly lieI'll.';"" Illllllil'il',,1 ,"tl,· 
"rricinl In lhl1 ~tntn, with till' wrilll1l\ :111]11'0\1:11 of lltc' I'I\lpl11\,irl~: 

rIlllnlc:lpnllty. 

ArJ lI(J\'~IHII~d, tid ..; hill \oJ idc'lIlicnllll S:':'IIf1 (Ill) (If 1'1'111. 
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ASS~lJlS AED COMMJTTEj;: 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

to	 MAt{ 19 1990 
1ft 

, A&')EMBLY, No. 2918 
(S[>Onsored by Assemblyman Mecca) 

REPLACE SECTION 1 TQ READ; 

1. N.J.S.IBA:IBA-16 is amended to read as follows: 

lBA:lBA-16. All plans and specifications for the erection. 

alteration, improvement or repair of public [schoolhouses] school 

_____buildings shall be drawn by _91," .•unde_rJh~ supervision 0 r ,_un 

appropriate officer employee by the board to whom such I){)w(~r 

shall have been delegated by the board of education. 

No contract for the erection of any building or any parI thereof 

by any board of education of any school district shall be enlernd 

j-nto until the final plans and specifications therefor have bnen 

submitted to, and approved by, [the State board] eillwr~tl!.!) 

Bureau of Facility Planning Services in the Department of 

Education or an appropriately licensed code official lri.:!.-!.~~~] 

employed by any1 municipali ty in l[which the buildlllg is lOCH tndl 
the State, with the written consent of that municipality] : [and 

no] No change in any such plans or specifications. 50 Hppmvnd. 

shall be made unless the same shall have boon 5ubmi t ted to. und 

approved by, [the State board] the Burctl\1 of FHCility_!1J!lIl1li~lg 

Services in the Department of Education or an n~f()rri~tI71~' 

!iclmsod ] municipal 1 code official ] [iJ!J)!~J:l~l1iciQ:IJi !}'_j_I~,~~'hic.:h 

!.hn l!!!jJding is loca tm!]l whi~.ll,I1Y_(~:~I!.!lIJ'_ 51 r.iRil1a II Li1Jlpl,()vedI 

~l~,I:.J)!.!I'--I!;, (A copy of nil plans lind ~pi\cifiention~. HI III :tll t:!l:lllf\l'i;; 

thl:ff:ill. !H) approved, ~hnll he fillld forthwilh wilh	 Ihl' Slatl' 

hoard,l 

SholJld II 1I11111h:ipnl pllllllling hoard. acllllH \1l1r~l1anl 111 till' 

provi:;iow; of :;m;llon ;(;( of P,LIB"b. c:,~~!ll (1)1ll:~1~,1) :11). 

rOCOlI\lIIllfll1 agaiw;1 11ll! IIJ1Jll'llvnl of plnlls 111111 5lwcil'll:aliolls 1111' 

tllll orllclion of n :;chool hllildhl}l or IIIlV pari Ilwl'pof alld rd., 

IIlJIic;o of Ihal roeOJIIll1llllllalioll wllhin 10 d:JV.'; with IIII' 11I)\','illl nl 

FllcililV PIIIIIUIIl1J, SllI'vlens Ill' tllll Ill'pn.-lllll'II1 01' J-:.llll:nlioll I," 

CIIIII/ifllll'n I ion flllrinR I hn pl/1n rov!"w PfOCP',';:'i I, Thl' SI n I r hOllnl) 

Illll lll/l'l!ill( llfl.·;'!lcillty "IIIIIIlIIII( Serviens sh,,/I Illli :1pl"'1\'" tl1l' 

pl'lditlllllnr,Y 1,11111'. 11'11\1 1;I'I~ci"il:lllioll'; for ndlll::11iollal IIdl''111:1q 

IIlllil flll~ "hin.;f'''"·; 01 1111' I II 1111 il: ipll I plalllJillf{ lilIaI'd b,n',' 1'1"'11 

(d: I', I.. I '111/, I .. I (It!, '•. I ) 

1 



AHltll\qmtlllts to ASSEMULY, No. ZUlU 

Pogu Z 

REPLACE SJ;lCTION 2 '[OREADi 

2. N.j.S.I0A:18A-4D is omcmlod to mad lIll follows: 

18A:18A-49. (No] Thu I>ourd of cduGutionof [uny] !! school 

district shull be required to securo tho opproval of its final plans 

ond specifications liS required by the Stllto Uniform ConstmetioJ} 

Code for the erection or alteration of any school building or 

vocational school building or any part thereof by the Bureau of 

Facility Planning Services in the Department of Education or an 

appropriately licensed 1municipal 1 code official I[ill the 

municipality in which the building is located]l[; nor shall any 

board of education or any board of education of a county 

vocational school or any contractor doing work in connection wi th 

school buildings or county vocational schoo~~u!I.9_i~gs be requi red 

to secure a building permit from the municipality] . 

(cf: N,j.S.18A:18A-49) 

REPLACE SECTION 3 TO REAQ; 

3. Section 12 of P.L.1975. c.217 (C.52:27D-130) is amcndnd to 

read as follows: 
II 

12. Except as otherwise provided by this net or in the COlin. 

before construction or alteration of any building or structure, thn 

owner, or his agent, engineer or archi teet, shall suhmi t nil 
)

application in writing, including signod and scaled drnwinHs ami 

specifications, to the enforcing agency as dnfined in this net. 

The application shall be in accordance wi th rej.tula t iOlls 

established by the commissioner and on a form prescribed by the 

comrnis.<;ioncr lind shall be uccompllnied hy payment of tIll' fl!l~ tll 

be established by the municipal goveming body by ordillllilce ill 

ncr;ordancil with 8taIH11lI'ds established by thn ClllIJlllissilll1l'r. Thl' 

application for iI e:ow;trur.tioll pemHit shall hl1 filnel with tIll' 

nnfofcinH 11HOlII:y nnd shllll Iln n IlIlhlle: I'I1cord; nlld Illl nppliclllinn 

for /I e:IHlI;!fuctlon Pllflilit r;lllIll Ill! rmlllJVlld frul1l Ihn Cllslody of 

lltn nnfiJfl:iJl/l aRllIlI;y nftnr II Cllll';(I'lIl:tioJl pnl1llit hn~ hl'l'll 

imwilfi. NolhinH fl(H1lniIlHd ill tltifi IHHH/lrilph 1'111\\1 1lC' llltC'rpl"t'{I~d 

Wi pr"VllJllinH lhn llllpor;lt!oll of !"I'qllirnllumt·; III thll cod", for 

addlliollnl pllnilll!; for PIII'tieulnr ldlldr; of \\Illrl<. IIU:h1l1l11H hili IllJI 

)1"1I1nd to plumh/IlR, nloctrlcnl, ,!II1Vntllr, lin· prl'\'l'lllioo 

ll'llllprnr.nt or hollnf itwU\III\tioil or rcopnll' \\I1)\"k, or III ollll'!" 

fill fillfifl 'ill 11111 lOll!;, I 
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Anumdmtlllts to ASSEMBLY, No. 20lU 

Pl\Btl 3 

No pennit shull bo issuod for a public 5chool fuGili t y [which
 

roquires the approval of the Dnpartlncnt of Education] unlc&s the
 

final plans and specifications have been flClit approved)Jy the
 

Bureau of Facility PlannIng Services in the Department of
 

Education Q!:....!!..l municipal1 code official Inn the municipali ty in
 

which the building is located]l who is appropriately licensed by
 

the Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs for
 

the type and level of plans being reviewed. Approval by the
 

Bureau of Facility Planning Services in the Department of
 

Education shall only be required when a review for educational
 

adequacy is necessary. Requirements determining when a review
 Ifor educational adequacy is necessary shall be established jointly I 

by the Department of Community Affairs and the Department of 

Education [within 180 days of the effective date of this act]. TIle I
standards shall thereafter be adopted as part of the Uniform
 

Construction Code regulations by the Department of Community
 

Affairs. After the final plans "and specifications have berm
 

approved for educational adequacy by the Bureau of Facility
 

Planning Services in the Department of Education, a local board
 

of education may submit the final plans and specifications for
 

code approval to either the Bureau of Facility Planning Snrvicm;
 

• ,.in	 the Department of Education or a lr:nunicipal1 code official 

lUn the municipality in which the building is 10clltedJl who is 

appropriately licensed by the Commissioner of the Department of 

Community Affairs for the type and level of plans being 

reviewed. The Bureau of Facility Planning Services in the 

Department of Education when approving final plans and 

specifications shull bo tcsponsible for insuring that tht] finnl plans 

find specifications conform to the fequiremnnts of the code as 

wuH as for insuring that they provide for nn cd\lcntirlilally 

i11llJfjunlfJ fnciJily. In cnrrylnH out its respollsibility p\II~\Hmt to 

Hill provir.lon!; of thi" sllctlon thn J)flllllrtmcnt of ElluClltipll shall 

OIlIploy PUr/;On... IlcnnslJ() hy thn CO/lllllissitHlI1l' of t!lt' !1np;lI'tllll'nl 

of COllllllOllity j\ffulm for Ih" Iypo nnd levI'1 of pIHll.~ l)('jl1~~ 

rnvfflwnd. 

(ef: 1'.L.IlIIJ:I, c.1!1fl, ~;.1) 
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~EMBLY, No, 2918 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED FEIIIHJAR Y 5, J !J!m 

By Assemblyman MECCA 

AN ACT concerning school facility plan review and aml~nding 

N.].S. 18A:18A-16, N:J.S.18A:18A-49, P.L.J975, c.217 and 
P.L.1985, c.'l09. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey: 
~.j$.18A:18A=l6.isamml(:led-to-read-as-fl)HoW8~ 

. 18A:18A-16. All plans and specifications for the erection, 
alteratiOn, lmprove'riJ-enTor repair of public IscnooThouSJsChool 
buildings sh~l be drawn by or under the supervision of an 
appropriate officer employed by the board to whom such power 
shall have been delegated by the board of education. 

No contract for the erection of any building or any part thereof 
by any board of education of any school district shall be entered 
into until 
submitted 
Bureau of 
Education 

the final plans and specifications therefor have been 
to; and approved by, [the State. board] either the 

Facility Planning Services In the· Department of 
or an appropriately licensed corle official in the 

municipality in which the building is located. [and no] No change 
in any such plans or specifications. so approved. shall be made 
unless the same shall have been submitted to. and approved by. 
[the State board] the Bureau of Facility Planning Serviccs.i!1~!.' 

Department of Education or an appropriately lice~se~Lcode 
official in the municipality in which the building is lnt;atl~_c!., 

whichever entity originally approved the plans. [A copy of HII 

plans and specifications. and all changes therein. so approvl~d. 

shall be filed forthwith with the State board.] 
Should a municipal planning board, acting pursuant 10 ll\(~ 

provisions of section 22 of P.L.19··5, c.2~-H (C.·H):~)~)n :\\1. 
rocommend Ilgainsl tho upprov <41 0 f pi ans and spl:ci fic(\ 1ions flH 
the erection of a school building or llny part tfwreof and fill' 
notko of that mcornmondation within 10 days with the 1\\1rI',l\l of 

Fodlily Planning Stlrvicos of tlln Dnpnrlnwlll of Edncatioll for 
cOfi/.idflration during tho plan rnvlow Ill'OCI~SS I. TIll! Stnln bonnl! 

!h..e_'!~~~il_l!.lJ__ 9J..,!··I!~iJLtY_l'lnn'.)itlH.~or,!h:n:; shall HoI nppm\'C' 11H' 

pr!JIi!!lLIl.!If..Y. plnnH lind spocificatiow; fol' mlucationtll ndp'l\ltlcy 

until thn ohjnclions of tho lIlullicip,,1 plnllllinH hoard hi"'.' tWI'n 
cow;idnrl1ll. 

(cf: P.l .. IUlI7. «:.100. s.1l 

rXI'lfltII\IInll .. ·,I1.,ttr,· "",'1"",,1 I" 10,,1.1 1.",-,1 I"."h,-I., (lh"'1 ," ,h,· 
f,h""r hili 1\ l\ot (lf1ar~~'d ."H' II; IUt41lulr"tI tn hr t1mi~:d'" II".. 1.,,, 

11.,t t "r IIlul"I'1 1,,,-" lhu~ I ... IH',,, mo'l t I" . 

I 



A2918 
2 

1 2. N. J.S.18A:18A-49 is amended to read as follows:
 
2 (cf: N.J.S.18A:18A-49. [No] The board of education of [any] ~
 

3 school district shall be required to secure the approval of its final
 
4 plans and specifications as required by the State Uniform
 
5 Construction Code for the erection or alteration of any school
 
6 building or vocational school building or any part thereof by the
 
7 Bureau of Facility Planning Services in the Department of
 
8 Education or an appropriately licensed code official in the
 
9 municipality in which the building is located [i nor shall any board
 

10 of education or any board of education of a county vocational 
11 school or any contractor doing work in cOIUlection with school 
12 buildings or county vocational school buildings be required to 
13 secure a building permit from the municipality]. 
14 (N.J.S.18A:18A-49) 
15 3. Section 12 of P.L.1975, c.217 (C.52:27D-130) is amended to 
16 read as follows: 
17 12. Except as otherwise provided by this act or in the code. 
18 before construction or alteration of any building or structure, the 
19 owner, or his agent, engineer or architect, shall submit an 
20 application in writing, including signed and sealed drawings and 
21 specifications, to the enforcing agency as defined in this act. 
22 The application shaH be in accordance with regulations 
23 established by the conlmissioner and, on a form prescribed by the 
24 commissioner and shall be accompanied by payment of the fee to 
25 be established by the municipal governing body by ordinance in 
26 accordance with standards established by the commissioner. The 
27 application for a construction permit shall be filed with the 
28 enforcing agency and shall be a public record; and no application 
29 for a construction permit shall be removed from the custody of
 
30 the enforcing agency after a construction permit has been
 
31 issued. Nothing contained in this paragraph shall be interpreted
 
32 as preventing the imposition of requirements in the code, for
 
33 additional permits for particular kinds of work, including but not
 
34 limited to plumbing, electrical, elevator, fire prevention
 
35 equipment or boiler installation or repair work, or in other
 
36 defined situations. '
 
37 No permit shall be issued for a public school facility [which
 
38 requires the approval of the Department of Education] unless the
 
39 final plans and specifications have been first approved by the
 
40 Bureau of Facility Planning Services in the Department of
 
41 Education or a code official in the municipali ty in which the
 
42 building is located who is appropriately licensed by the
 
43 Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs for the
 
44 type and level of plans being reviewed. Approval by the Bureau
 
45 of Facilitv Planning Services in the Department of Education
 
46 shall only be required when a review for educational adequacy is
 
47 necessary. Requirements determining when a review for
 
48 educational adequacy is necessary shall be established jointly b~·
 I 
49 the Departmpnt of Community Affairs and the Department of 
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1 Education [within 180 days of the effective date of this act]. The 
2 standards shall thereafter be adopted as part of the Uniform 
'3 Construction Code regulations by the Department of Commllllity 
4 Affairs. After the final plans and specifications have been 
5 approved for educational adequacy by the Bureau of Facility 
6 Planning Services in the Department of Education, a local board 
7 of education may submit the final plans and specifications for 
8 code approval to either the Bureau of Facility Planning Services 
9 in the Department of Education or a code official in the 

10 municipality in which the building is located who is appropriately 
11 licensed by the Commissioner of the Department of Commllllity 
12 Affairs for the type and level of plans being reviewed. The 
13 Bureau of Facility Planning Services in the Department of 
14 Education when approving final plans and specifications shall be 
15 responsible for insuring that the final plans and specifications 
16 conform to the requirements of the code as well as for insuring 
17 that they provide for an educationally adequate facility. in 
18 carrying out its responsibility pursuant to the provisions of this 
19 section the Department of Education shall employ persons 
20 licensed by the Commissioner of the Department of Community 
21 Affairs for the type and level of plans being reviewed. 
22 (cf: P.L.1983. c.496, S.4) 
23 4. Section 1 of P.L.1985, c.409 (C.52:27D-126c) is amended to 
24 read as follows: 
2,5 1. No county, municipality, or any agency or instrumentality 
26 thereof shall be required to pay any municipal fee or charge in 
27 order to secure a CO'lStruction permit for the erection or 
28 alteration of any public building or part thereof from the 
29 municipality wherein thp. building may be located. No erection or 
3D alteration of any public building or part thereof by a county, 
31 municipality, school board, or any agency or instrumentality 
32 thereof shall be subject to any fee. including any surcharge or 
33 training fee, imposed by any department or agency of State 
34 government pursuant to any law, or rule or regulation, except 
35 that nothing contained in this section shall be interpreted as 
36 preventing the imposition of a fee upon a board of education by 
37 either the Department of Education for plan review or by a 
38 municipality for the review of plaJlS submitted to it pursuant to 
39 the provisions of section 12 of P.L.1975, c.217 (C.52:27D-130). 
40 (ef: P.L.1989, c.43, s.2) 
41 :i. This act shall take effect immediately. 
42 
43 
44 .JPcJV\~6":S STATEMENT 
45 
46 This bill permi ts a board 0 f education to secure code 
47 compliance approval of its building plans for school facilities 
48 from a municipal code official or the Department of Education, 
49 Currently. authority for the approval of capital projects of 
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1 school districts is vested in the State Board of Education by 
2 N.J.S.A.18A:18A-16 and N.J.S.A. 52:27D-130 and delegated to 
3 the Bureau of Facility Planning ~;ervices within the Department 
4 of Education by N. J.A.C.6:22-~ 1. The Bureau of Facility 
5 
6 

Planning Services currently 
compliance and educational 

revieWs the plans for both 
\ 

adequacy. However, many 
code 
local 

7 districts have experienced delays in the current plan approval 
8 process. By eliminating the requirement of Department of 
9 Education review for code compliance the review time may be 

10 greatly reduced in many instances. 
11 This bill provides that a local district may eliminate the need 
12 for Department of Education review of their plans for code 
13 compliance by having the final plans approved by a code official 

.. , 14 

15 
in the municipality where the building is located who is licensed 
by the Department of Community Affairs for the type and level 

16 of plans being reviewed. By having the plans approved by the 
17 municipal code official a local school district will be able to 
18 . reduce the length of the plan review process while insuring that 
19 their plans meet building code standards. The Department of 
20 Education would still review the plans for educational adequacy. 
21 Finally, the act provides that a municipality may charge a fee 
22 for the review of plans slibmittedto it by a local board of 
23 education for code compliance approval. 
24 
25 
26 EDUCATION 
27 
28 Permits approval of school facility construction plans by 
29 municipal code officials. 

• 
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.. Governor Jim Florio·today signed a bill to cut ,red tape for local 
school districts by helping. to alleviate increased construction cost~~ and

--delays. . - . - . - -.. . 

The bill, sponsor'~d by Assemblymen Joe Mecca and Frank Pelly,and 
Senator ,Matthew Feldman, --gtves-tucal school districts the' l>ption' of having 
all final school construction· plans reviewed by municipal code officials 

. rather than the state Department of Education's Bureau of Facility 
Planning. 

"This legislation is .. an important step in helping school districts 
become. more self-reliant and to be able to plan in a more predictable and 
cost-effective manner. 'That means devoting more time and effort to the 

.important job of teaching 'children," Florio said. "Municipal. code officials 
- --.'-- - -can -perform the same function as tne-Bureau of Facility Planning and will 

go a long way'in cutting the red tape that schools are now caught up in." 

Current law requires the Bureau to sign off on all school capital 
Pfojects to ensure t~at t-h~pla!lS--confor:m-.to...-.th.e-Unifo[~,- Gonstru~tion 
Cpde. ... However, thiS review process has led, to a heavy backlog, In some 
cases, of more. than a year. Schools caught up in the backlog face increased 
construction costs of up to 1/2 of a percent per mont. Since January, the 
Bureau,' with help from· Department of Community Affairs code officials, 
has cut the backlog down to 190 projects' from about 300. 

"P""artlcO'larly in these tough financial times, school, districts need to 
.count their dollars wtsely and can't afford to be burdened with· unexpected 
costs,"Flor.io said. 
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