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[FIRST REPRINT] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 2931 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 25, 1990 

By Assemblyman BRYANT 

1 AN ACT concerning municipal elections· and amending P.L.19Bl, 
2 c.379. 
3 
4 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 
5 State of New Jersey: 
6 1. Section 2 of P.L.19B1, c.379 (C.40:45-6) is amended to read 
7 as follows: 
8 2. This act shall govern all municipalities having adopted a 
9 plan or form of government, or a charter, which provides for the 

io election of municipal officers at regular municipal elections held 
11 on the second Tuesday in May, including municipali ties holding 
12 regular municipal elections under the "Optional Municipal 
13 Charter Law," P.L.1950, c.210 (C.40:69A-1 et seq.), [under the 
14 "commission form of government law:" (R.S.40:70-1 et seq.),] 
15 lunder the "commission fonn of government law" (R.S.40:70-1 et 
16 ~1 under the "municipal manager fonn of government law" 
17 (R.S.40:79-1 et seq.), under the village form of government 
18 (R.S.40:157-16 et seq.), or under any plan or form of government, 
19 or charter, hereafter authorized which provides for the holding of 
20 regular municipal elections at that time. This act shall govern 
21 these municipalities only with respect to the time, manner and 
22 method of election of municipal officers. The officer~ to be 
23 elected, and their number, the length of their terms of office, 
24 and their powers and responsibilities shall be determined by the 
25 laws authorizing the plan or fonn of government, or charter, 
26 which the municipalities have adopted1, however, as of the 
27 effective date of this amendatory act, a municipality operating 
28 under the "commission form of government law" (R.S.40:70-1 et 
29 seq.) shall not adopt or continue to use the provisions of section 
30 15 of P.L.19B1, c.379 (C.40:45-19) concerning the holding of 
31 ron-off elections1 . 

32 (cf: P.L.19B1, c.379, s.2) 
33 1[2. Section 4 of P.L.19B1, c.379 (C.40:45-B) is amended to 
34 read as follows: 
35 4. On or before the 59th day prior to a regular municipal 
36 election, the names of candidates for all elective offices shall be 
37 filed with the municipal clerk, in the following manner and form 
38 and subject to the following conditions: 

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the 
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter underlined ihYi is new matter. 
~atter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows: 

Assembly AMG committee amendments adopted February 8, 1990. 
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1 a. The petition of nomination shall consist of individual 
2 certificates, equal in number to at least 1%, but in no event less 
3 than 25, of the registered voters of the municipality or the ward, 
4 as the case may be, and shall read substantially as follows: 
5 "I, the undersigned, a registered voter of the municipality of 
6 , residing at certify that I do 
7 hereby join in a petition of the nomination of 
8 whose residence is at 
9 for the office of mayor (or 

10 councilman-at-large, or ward councilman of the ward, 
11 [or commissioner,] or village trustee, as the case may be) to be 
12 voted for at the election to be held in the municipality on the 
13 , 19 , and I further certify that I know this candidate 
14 to be a registered voter, for the period required by law, of the 
15 municipality (and the ward, in the case of ward councilman) and a 
16 person of good moral character, and qualified, in my judgment, to 
17 perform the duties of the office, and I further certify that I have 
18 not signed more petitions or certificates of nomination than there 
19 are places to be filled for the above office. 
20 Signed " 
21 Any such petition of nomination which is provided to 
22 candidates by the municipal clerk shall contain the following 
23 notice: "Notice: All candidates are required by law to comply 
24 with the provisions of the "New Jersey Campaign Contributions 
25 and Expenditures Reporting Act." For further information, please 
26 call (insert phone number of the Election Law Enforcement 
27 Commission)." 
28 b. Each petition signature shall be on a separate sheet of paper 
29 and shall bear the name and address of the petitioner. The 
30 candidate for office and his campaign manager shall make an 
31 oath before an officer competent to administer oaths that the 
32 statements made therein are true, and that each signature to the 
33 papers appended thereto is the genuine signature of the person 
34 whose name it purports to be, to their best knowledge and belief. 
35 The oath, signed by the candidate, shall constitute his acceptance 
36 of nomination and shall be annexed to the petition, together with 
37 the oath of his campaign manager, at the time the petition is 
38 submitted. 
39 c. The municipal clerk shall immediately provide the Election 
40 Law Enforcement Commission with official certification of the 
41 filing or withdrawal of a petition of nomination. 
42 (cf: P.L.1985, c. 92, s.34)]1 
43 1[3.1 2. 1 Section 14 of P.L.1981, c.379 (C.40:45-18) is amended 
44 to read as follows: 
45 14. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 13 of this act, if 
46 the voters of any municipality shall adopt the proposition of 
47 holding run-off elections in the municipality, at the regular 
48 municipal election held in that municipality the candidates 
49 receiving the greatest number and a majority of votes cast shall 
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1 be elected to the respective offices, except that if: 
2 a. Nine councilmen-at-large ([or commissioners,] or village 
3 trustees) are to be elected and fOUf or more candidates for that 
4 office receive a majority of the votes cast, the nine candidates 
5 receiving the greatest number of votes shall be elected; or 
6 b. Eight councilmen-at-large ([or commissioners,] or village 
7 trustees) are to be elected and four or more candidates for that 
8 office receive a majority of the votes cast, the eight candidates 
9 receiving the greatest number of votes shall be elected; or 

10 c. Seven councilmen-at-Iarge ([or commissioners,] or village 
11 trustees) are to be elected and three or more candidates for that 
12 office receive a majority of the votes cast, the seven candidates 
13 receiving the greatest number of votes shall be elected; or 
14 d. Six councilmen-at-Iarge ([or commissioners,] or village 
15 trustees) are to be elected and three or more candidates for that 
16 office receive a majority of the votes cast, the six candidates 
17 receiving the greatest number of votes shall be elected; or 
18 e. Five councilmen-at-large ([or commissioners,] or village 
19 trustees) are to be elected and two or more candidates for that 
20 office receive a majority of the votes cast, the five candidates 
21 receiving the greatest number of votes shall be elected; or 
22 f. Four councilmen-at-Iarge ([or commissioners,] or village 
23 trustees) are to be elected and two or more candidates for that 
24 office receive a majority of the votes cast, the four candidates 
25 receiving the greatest number of votes shall be elected; or 
26 g. Three councilmen-at-large ([or commissioners,] or village 
27 trustees) are to be elected and one or more candidates for that 
28 office receive a majority of the votes cast, the three candidates 
29 receiving the greatest number of votes shall be elected; or 
30 h. Two councilmen-at-large ([or commissioners,] or village 
31 trustees) are to be elected and one or more candidates for that 
32 office receive a majority 9f the votes cast, the two candidates 
33 receiving the greatest number of votes shall be elected. 
34 For the purpose of this section, the number constituting a 
35 ma.jority of the votes cast shall be computed by dividing by two 
36 the number of voters who cast a vote for at least one candidate 
37 for councilman-at-large ([or commissioner,] or village trustee) 
38 and then adding one. Voting machines to be used in the election 
39 shall be equipped, as soon as practicable, with one or more 
40 counters so connected as to keep a tally of the number of voters 
41 who cast votes for one or more of the candidates for 
42 councilman-at-Iarge ([or commissioner,] or village trustee). 
43 Until suitable counters have been provided, or whenever the tally 
44 of the number of voters cannot be determined for any reason, 
45 then the number constituting the majority of the votes cast shall 
46 be computed by adding all the votes cast for each candidate for 
47 that office, dividing that total by twice the number of 
48 councilmen-at-Iarge ([or commissioners,] or village trustees) to 
49 be elected and then adding one. 
50 (cf: P.L.1981, c.379, 5.14) 
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1 1[4.] 3.1 Section 15 of P.L.1981, c.379 (C.40:45-19) is amended 
2 to read as follows: 
3 15. In any regular municipal election held under section 14 of 
4 this act, if a sufficient number of candidates do not receive a 
5 majority of the votes cast to elect the required number of 
6 councilmen-at-Iarge ([or commissioners,] or village trustees) or 
7 no candidate for mayor or no candidate for ward councilman 
8 receives a majority of the votes cast for his respective office, a 
9 run-off election in the municipality or ward, as the case may be, 

10 shall be held on the fourth Tuesday next following that municipal 
11 election; unless in any year that Tuesday shall be the date upon 
12 which a primary election shall be held, in which case the run-off 
13 election shall be held on the fifth Tuesday next following the 
14 municipal election. 
15 At the run-off election, the candidates for 
16 councilman-at-Iarge ([or commissioner,] or village trustee) shall 
17 be those candidates not elected at the regular mtmicipal election 
18 who received the greatest number of votes at that election, but 
19 the candidates shall be equal in number to twice the number of 
20 councilmen-at-Iarge ([or commissioners,] or village trustees) 
21 remaining to be elected. The candidates for mayor or ward 
22 councilmen at the run-off election shall be the two candidates 
23 for the office who received the great,est number of votes at the 
24 regular municipal election. Military service ballots shall be 
25 printed and distributed for the run-off election in the same 
26 manner, so far as possible, as for other municipal elections. 
27 The candidate or candidates who receive the greatest number 
28 of votes at the run-off election shall be elected to the office or 
29 offices to be filled. If two or more candidates shall be equal and 
30 greatest in votes for any of the purposes of this section, they 
31 shall draw lots to determine which one shall enter the run-off 
32 election, or be elected, as the case may be. 
33 If any candidate to be voted for at the run-off election dies 7 
34 or more days prior to the run-off election, the candidate for the 
35 office not theretofore included in the run-off election, but next 
36 highest in number of votes for that purpose shall be substituted at 
37 the run-off election in the place of the deceased candidate and 
38 his name shall be substituted on the ballots for that of the 
39 deceased candidate. 
40 (cf: P.L.1982, c.13, s.l) 
41 1[5.] 4. 1 This act shall take effect immediately. 
42 
43 
44 LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
45 
46 Prohibits municipalities with commission form of government 
47 from utilizing run-off election provisions of "Uniform 
48 Nonpartisan Elections Law." 

1 
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1 AN ACT conclll'ning Jll\ln!ciplli elections and amending P.L.1981, 
2 c,379, 
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'1" BE IT ENACTED by thl Scnate and General Assembly of the
 

.5 Starr. 0/ Ncw Jersey:
 
fl 1. Section Zof P,I~.1981, c.:379 (C.10:15-!3) is 81hended to read
 
7 ll-S follows:
 
B 2,'111i5 l\ct shaH goVern all 111U11icipalitillsbavingadopted a
 
n plan.or fonn of government, or n charter, which provides for the
 

10 c!@ction of municipill officers at rogular muniCipal elections held 
i 1 on the second Tuesday in May, including mW1icipaiities holding 
1,2 regular municipal elections under the "Optional, Municipal 
13 Chnrtlw Law," P,L.1950, c.210(C.40:09A-l et seq.). [under the 
1·1 commls.Slon fom1of govnmmont law" (R.S.·10:70-.1 ~t seq:).1 
15 undnr the "municipal manager fonn of government law" 
1(3 (R,S .•1O:70-1 et seq.), under the village form of' government' 
17 (R.S.40:157-16 et seq.), or under any plan or fonn ofgovemment, 
113 or charter, hercufter authorited which provides for the holding of .' ;.; 

1n regulHr municipal electionsal that time. This act shall govern 
ZO those municipalities unly with respect to the time, .manner and 
21 ,meTnoa of election of municipal officers. The officers to be 
22 elected, and thnir number, the length of their tel1nsof office. 
23' " and their powers and responsibilities shall be detem1ined by the 
24. laws authorizing' the plan or, fonnof government. Of, charter,
 
25 which the municipalities have adopted.
 
25 (cf: P.L1981, c.379, s.2)
 
27 2. Section 4 of P.L.19Bl, c.379 (C,40:45-8) is amended to read
 
28 as follows:
 
29 4. On or before the 59th day prior to a regular municipal
 
30 election', .the names of candidates for all elective offices shall be
 
31 filed wi ththe municip,II Clerk, in the following manner and fonn
 
32 and subject to the following conditions: ' .
 
33 a. The petition Of nomination shaH Gonsist of individual
 
34 certificates, equal in number to at least 1%, but in no event less
 
35 than 25, of the registered voters of themunicipaUty or the ward,
 
36 as the case may be, and shall read substantially; as follows:
 
37 "I, the undersigned, a registered voter Of the municipali ty of
 
38 residingat ~ certify that I do
 

. 'EX'PLANATION-Hatter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus]' in the
 
above bill is not enacted and Is intended to be omitted in the law.
 

,Hatler underlined ~ is new matter. 
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hereby join in. a petition of the nomination of 
............................ ...... whose residence isat 
................................................. ",' for· the office of mayor (or 
councilman~at-Iarge" or ward councilman of the ward, 
[or commissioner,] or village t.rustee, as the case may be) to be 
voted for at the election to be held in the municipality on the 
............. 19....... , and I further certify that I know this candidate 
to be· arf.lsistered voter, for the period required by law, of the 

municipality (and the ward, in the case of ward councilman) and a 
pijtsQn of good moral character,and qualified, in my judgment, .to 
p~rfonn the dutie.5 of the office, and I further certify that I have 
not signed more petitions or certificates of nomination than there 
arc places to !Jo filled for the above office. 

Signed ; " 

Any INch petition. of nomination which is provided to 
candida tos by the municipal clerk sha.1l contain the following 
notice: "Notice: All candidates are requiTed by law to comply 
with thriprovlsions of the "New JorScy Campaign Contributions 
and Expenditures Reporting Act." For further infoIlTlation. please 
call (insert phone number of the Election Law Enforcement 
Commission). " 

b. Each petition sigl1aturesh~1ll be on a. separate sheet of paper
 

and shallbcar the name and addr~ss of the petitioner. The
 
candidate for office and his campaign manager shall make an
 

oath btlfore an officor compoient to administer oaths that the
 
statements made therein are true, and that each signature to the
 

papers appended thoretci is the gonuine signature of the person
 
whose name it purports to be. to their b.est knowledge and belief.
 
Tho oalh,signed by thecandidatl:l, shall constitute his acceptance
 
of nomination and shall be annexed to the petition, together with
 
the oath of his campaign" maJiager. at the time the petition is 
submitted. 

c.The municpal clerk shall immediately provide the Election 
, Law Enforcement Commission with .official certification of the 
mingor withdrawal of a petition of nomination. 

, (cf: P.L.1985, c. 92,5.34) '. , 

3.' Section 14 of P.L.1981,c.379 (C.40·:45.:..1B) IS amended to 

read as follows: 
14. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 13 of this act. if 

the voters of any municipality shall adopt the proposition of 

holding run-off elections in . the ~unicipalitYI at the "regular 
municipal election held in tholt mW'licipalitythe candidates 
receiving the greatest number alld a majority of .votes cast shall 
be elected to the respective offic.es, except that if: 

a. Nine councilmen-at-large ([or commissioners,) or village 
trustees) are to be elected and four or more candidates for that 

office receive a majority of the votes cast, the nine candidates 
receiving the greatest number of votes shaU be elected; or 

b. Eigfit cOlmcilmen-at-Iarge ([or commissioners,]'-o-r-v-i""U--a-g-e 



trustees) are to b.e ,:elected and foutor JOitre, ciJ?didates 'for that
 
office receive a majority of the votes 'cast, the e,ight candidates
 
r~ceiving the greatest ,numb'er of votes, shall be' elected;' 'or
 

c. Seven councilmen-at-large ([or c,oITllnissioners,] or village
 

trustees) ar~ to ·be elected and',t~ree. or 'more «;an~id~~~s ,for that
 
office' receive, alnaj~rity 9f the votes,cast,the seven candidates
 
receiving the greatest nunlber of votes 'shall be elected,; or
 

d. Six" co~cilnlen-at-lni:'.!~e ([or Gomrnis~ioners~~ or village
 
trustees) ,are' to be elect~d and three or 11lore candidates for that
 
office, receive a 1l1ojority of ,tl?e, votes .cast. the six candidates
 
rcc(~ivit1g the gren test ~~rnb,er of votes ~hHll be elected; or
 

e. 'Five c6un'cilnlcn-ttt -largo ({or cOInnlissibners.) or village, 

trufj~nos) are.' to b:e el'ccted and two or n10re candid~tes for that' 
offiCt~ roceive B nlnjority of th() votes cast. the five c8J!didates 
receiving the grontest number of vot.es ~hu-ll be elected; or . 

, 'f. FOur councilmen-a t-large ([or commissionors',') or village 

trustees) are to be' tdectad and two or rnore candidates for that 

offico rocei'vf~ a nlajority of thl~ vot~3S, cast. the four cand.idates . 

rt~{:oi".ipg the greatest numbf3r Of Jotes shall bn e}octcd;or 

8· 1·11 ree 'C 0 unGilnl en - a t -1arge ([or Co rTJ III i55 i0 ne ~s J ,0r vinage 
t futj,tces) are to be elected and one or Illore 'candid€) tes for- tha t 
offic:e receive a majority of the votes cast, the three ca~ldidates 

rncfiivlng the greatest nt~inber'~f votes sha}l be elected; or ' 
h. l\v'o councilnlcn-'o t-1arae -, ([or' conlJriissioners.l or' v{l.lage 

l~t;tecs) are ~o be electt~dand pne.or more ~andidates for that 
offico receive 3 olujority ,of· the vot~s ~'asLthe t'A'O candidates 

receivin.g the greatost nU{l1~er of votes sharI be elec't(~d., 

For the' PUrP<)'s,e of- this sect on, the number. consti Lut.ing a 

nlajority of the vot-es cast shall be con1putcd by' dividing by two 

r the nqnlber of voters Who cast b vote for at least one candidafe 
, , 

for .councihnan~ar-Iarge .. ([or. c( .m.Jnissioner,l or 'village 'trustef:~) 

and then adding one. Voting m·achines -to be, used in the election 
shall be equipped,' ~5 soon as practicable, .w,ithone or'more 

. counters'so conne.cted as to"kee'l, a tally of-"'the 'number of voters 

who ,'cast ',votes for. one ',or more, of the candidates: ,for 

, cou,ncilm8.!1-at-large '([or" comrnis~ion(=,r,~ " or', \,.illage trustee). 

UntH suitable 'counters have been provided, or Yvhenever the tally 
,0 f the' nurn'ber of voters cannot ,be' det-errtljtH~d' for' 'any reason, . 
then, the 'number const,ituting the major~{y 'of- the votes cast shall 

'be comput~d by adding ~ll the yates cast for each ,c~ndidnte f~r' 

that office, dividin,g tba:t total by' twice the number of
 
ct?uncilmen-at-large ([or' conlmissioIie~s,] or vi.llage trustees) to
 
be elected and ,then adding one.
 
(cf: P. L.19Bl,' c.379, 5.14)
 

4. " Section 15 of P. t.l 981 t c~379 (C.40:45-19) is arnended to 
read as follows: 

1~. In any regular municipal elec ion held under section 14. of 
"thfs' act, iI a sufficient nunlber of ;andidates d~ not receive, a 
major~ ty of the votes ca~t to ell ·ct the required number of 



1\2931 

3 

li 

"-"-'1 .' trustees) ar·e· tei be elected. and four or 'Jnore candidates for that 
2 office receive. a majority 'of the votes castt'the eig'ht candidates 
'3 ~eG~iving "the greatest number of votes shall be ele~ted;. or 
4 c. Seven Cdw1cilmen... at--la~ge ([or' commissioners,] o~r. village' 
5 trUstee's) ~re 'to be elected and three or- more candidates .for that 

.	 . 
6 office receive' 8 majority of the votes cast, the seven, candidates 
7 receivin'g the' greatest nunlber .of votes sh.all be" elected; or 
8 d. Six cO\IDcilnlen-at-large ([or comnlissio'ners,] or village 
9 trustees) are to be elected a.nd three o~~ more candidates "for that 

10 office ,rec e ive .a m 8 j0 ri ty 0 f the ' vQtes cas t '. the ·six _c andid~ tes 
11 receiving the greatest number of votes ~haU b~ elected; or 
12 e. Five qdu.i1~llnlen-(lt .... ln~ge ([or .c·onullissjoners,] or village. 

13 tn~steesJ are fo Q't elected and -two :or nlore candidates' for that 

1 '1 o"ff~CB receive 8 nlajort ty of. the .votes cast, the five candida tes 

.15 .receiving the greatest. number of votes shull be ~le.ct~d: or 
16 f. Four ,councilmen-nt-large ([or com.nlissiorie·rs.l or village' 

_17 tmf)toes) are to he elected and two or fllore candidates for tnat 
18 offico receive a n1aj6nty qf the votos .cast, the ·four candidates' 
19 r(~cniving .the grca test number of 10 tes sha'll be elct;tcd'; or 
20 g" Th.rco' councilmen--a t ..... largc ([or COIl)nlissionors,) or viliage 
21 tm'itcl!}s) are to be elected and one or nlore candidates for that 
') .,

'4..;" C?ffico receivo a majori ~Y of the votes ca·s~. the' three candidates 

23 receiving: the,greatest ,nun)ber of votes shal~ be elected;- or 
24 h. °I\vo councihnen-a t'-largc .([Of conllllissi'oncrs.l or village 

25 truStf'H1S) are to be el'ected and one or more (:andidales for that 

26 ·offico 'rocnive' a lnajori ty Of the' v,otes cast. the two candidates 

27 receiving the. ~reatest number o~ votes ~hall be ele~ted. . . 
28 For the purpose of thi's sec t 0.0. ·the nunlb(~r .consti iut ing a· 
2~) nla'jority of the votes 'cost 'shall be COIllputcd by diViding by two 
30 the number of voters vvho cast [l .vote for~t.least D.ne candi.~at~· 

·31 fa r 'counCilI11an--~ t -large ([or .c( rnJnissio~er',l- or villa~e t rust eel 
32 and then .addLng··one. Voti~.g- ma'chines ~o be·us.ed· in t~e e.lection 
33 shQ.U be equipped, as soqri aspr~cticable, with one o~ more' 
34 counters so connected 35 to kecl'.a tally o.f the 'n~mber of voters 

~ ~ '.	 < 

35 who cast votes for one .' or 'more of the candidates' for 
36 councilman.-at.-Iarge ([or'. ~omrni~sioner,] or village trustee). 
:37. Until. sui tabl~ co,:!nte.rs have been provided. or \\;~cnever the tally 
3"8 of the .numb·er of. voters' 'cannot be, :determined .for,. any reason. 
39 ~hen the number 'constituting the mQjo~ity of the votes cast ·shall 
40 be .con~puted by adding ,all the 'votes cast (or each candidate for. 
41 . that officc i · divi.ding . tl~a t total. by. twice the' .ntunber of
42 councilmen--at-large ([or c.olllmissioners,] .or villa'go trustees) to· 

·43. . be elec ted' and then addihg on·e. 
44 (cf: P.L.19Bl, c.379, 5.14) : 

·45	 4. Section .15 of ·P.L.19S1, c.379 (C.40:4o-19) is anlended to 
46 read as follows: 

. . 

47 15. In any regular .municip~l elec ion held-.under section"14 of 
48 . this act, if 8: sufficient num~er of :andidates do not receive a 
49 majofi ty of the votes cast-, to' elf .ct the required number of 
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----1"16-,-,-rem$ing 'to' beelected....--.Thecandidates for tnayor ~r' ward 
17coWlcilmen at the rWl-off electionshiill be the two candidates . .. ...	 . - . . . 

1'8 for :the office who received the greatest number of votes at the' 
,19 regulartnunicjpal'election.' 'MiUt~ry s~rviceballots,shall be 
, io printed and distributed for the tun-off election in the' same 
.21 marineI,', So Car as possible, as for other municipal elections. ' 
22 The "candidate' or ~andidlites who ;eceive the ,greatest number 
23 ' of votes at the 'n1n~off ~lect,ionsh~be elected to theoffic~ or 
24 ,offices to be filled. If two or m()re candidates shall be equafand 
25 'greatest iflvotes for anY of the purposes of this ~ection, they 

'26' 'shaH draw ,lots to determine ~hich one shall enter the nm'-oH 
21 election, or be elected. as the case 'may be. 
28 If any candid~te to be voted for at the nm-off election dies: 1 

29 or more days prior to.' the run-off election, the candidate for 'the 
30 office not theretofore included in ,the run-off, election, butoext 
31 highest io number·of votes fO,r that purpose shall b!3 suhst,ituted at 
32 ' 'the nni-offeledion in the place of .the deceased 'candidate ,and 
33 his name 'shall be substituted on. the ballots for thilt, of the 
34 deCMsed candidl1.te. 
35 (cf: P.L1982 j 'c.13,s.l) 0 

,,365. This l1.ct shall take effect immediately. 
,37 
38 
39 STAT~MENT 

40 
41 The purpose of this bill is too amend the "Unifornl N~npai·tisan 
42 Elections Law," P.L.1981,c.319 (C.40:45..,S etseq.) so that it is 

'43 not applicable to commission fOrnls ofgovomment. 
44 
45 

, 46 LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
47 
48 Removes applicability of "i.Jnifom1 Noripartisah ,Elections Law" 

49" from commission form of municipal govertimcnt. 
o/,' 
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'l,councibnen-at-large '([or commissione~,l or village trustees) or 
.....	 2' riQ carididateJor mayor or no candidate for ward cOWlcilman 

3 receives' ~majo'rity~ of thevote~castfol'Ilis respeqtive o~fi~e, a 
4 rWl-Off" election in the municip~lity or ward, as the case may be, 
5 shall be held Qn,thefourthTuesd~y nex,tfollowing that mWlicipal 
6 'election; unless {nany ,year that Tuasday shall be the date upon 
7 whitha primary election shallbeh,eld,in which case the rUn-off 
8 electIon shall beheld on ,the fifth Tuesday next foUo~g the 

~ 9 "mWlicipafelection. ' 
10 " , At", the. " '~-'offelection, "the candidates for 
11 

, , 12 
<•• " ,13' 

14, 

15 

cOWlcibnan-~t-:large([or commissioner,] or village trustee) shall 
be. tho~e '?andidates not ,elected ~t the regular inuiticipaIelection 
who l'eceived the grea,test number of votes at that election, but 
th~ candidates shall be equal in humber to twice,thenurribel' of 
cOWlcnnien-at~lllrge ([or commissioners,] or village trostees) 

.!."
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ASSEMBLY MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

~EMBLYNo. 2931 
with committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: FEBRUARY 8,1990 

The Assembly Municipal Government Committee favorably 
reports Assembly Bill No. 2931 with Assembly committee 
amendments. 

This bill, as amended by the committee, ensures that 
municipalities operating under the "commission fonn of government 
law," R.S.40:70-1 et seq., do not conduct expensive run-off 
elections. The amended bill prohibits municipalities operating under 
the commission form of government from adopting or continuing to 
use section 15 of P.L.19B1, c.379 (C.40:45-19) concerning the holding 
of run-off elections. 

Prior to being amended by the committee, the bill amended the 
"Uniform Nonpartisan Elections Law," P.L.1981, c.379 (C.40:45-5 et 
seq.) to remove its applicability to commission forms of government. 



SENATE COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL
 
GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

[FIRST REPRINT]
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 2931 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: APRIL 26, 1990 

The Senate County and Municipal Government Committee 
reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 2931(1R). 

Assembly Bill No. 2931(1R) ensures that municipalities operating 
under the "commission fonn of government law, H R.S. 40: 70-1 et 
seq., do not utilize run-off elections. The amended bill prohibits 
municipalities operating lll1der the commiss~on form of government 
from adopting or continuing to use section 15 of P.L.1981, c.379 
(C.40:45-19) concerning the holding of run-off elections. 

Prior to being first amended, the bill amended the "UnifoMll 
Nonpartisan Elections Law," P.L.19B1, c.379 (C.40:45-5 et seq.) to 
remove its applicability to commission forms of government. 
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