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Title 9. 
Ch,apter 8B. (New) - Child Placement. 
!t!tr::~' 

C.9:6B-l to 
9:6B-6 

P.L.1991, CHAPTER 290, approved September 23. 1991 

1991 Senate No. 1210 (First ReprintJ -_.__.-.--'--"_._--" -_....... .. .._---­

1 AN ACT concerning the rights of children placed outside their 
2 homes and supplementing Title 30 of the Revised Statutes. 
3 
4 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 
5 State of New Jersey: 
6 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Child 

_.7 Placement Bill of Rights Act." 
8 2. The Legislature finds and declares that: 
9 a. A child placed outside his home by the Department of 

10 Human Services1, the Department of H~alth or a board of. 
11 education,1 or an agency or organization with which the 
12 1applicable1 department contracts to provide services has certain 
13 specific rights separate from and independent of the child's 
14 parents or legal guardian by virtue of his. placement in another 
15 residential setting; 
16 b. The State has an affinnative obligation to recognize and 

_1L---,proteG1.. thes~righ.ts--.!hrough_its_ar.ticulatioD_ofa.. clear-. and 
18 specific bill of rights that reflects the best interests of the child 

. 19' and an affinnation by the State of its commitment to enforce 
20 these rights in order to protect and promote the welfare of the 
21 child placed outside his home; and 
22 c. The obligation of the State to recognize and protect the 
23 rights of the child placed outside his home shall be fulfilled in the 
24 context of a clear and consistent policy to promote the child's 
25 eventual return to his home or placement in an alternative 
26 pennanent l[homeJ setting1, which this Legislature has.expressly 
27 declared to be in the public interest in section 2 of the "Child 
28 Placement Review Act," P.L.1977, c.424 (C.30:4C-51). 
29 3. As used in this act:
 
30 "Child placed outside his home" mecms a child placed outside
 

-----:-31	 his home by the Department of Human Service-s1,-the-Departinimt 
32 of Health or a board of education1. 
33 "Department" means the Department of Human Servicesl , the 
34 Department of Health or board of education. as applicable1., 
35 4. A child placed outside his home shall have the following• 
36 rights, consistent with the health, safety and phYsical and 
37 psychological welfare of the child and as appropriate to the 
38 individual circumstances of the child's physical or mental 

• 
EXPLANATION-Halter enclosed in bold-faced bradets [thus] in the 

above bi 11 ; s not enacted and ; s intended to be am; Hed ; n the 1a... 

Matter underlined ~ is new matter_ 
~atter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows;--i -_.. - ._. -­

Senate SCH committee amendments adopted January 25, 1990 ..I 

----_._ .." . 
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1 development: .
 
2 a. To placement outside his home only after the 1applicable1
 

3 department has made ev.ery reasonable effort, Including the
 
4 provision or arrangement of financial or 'other assistance. and
 
5 services as necessary, to enable the child to 'remain in his home;
 
6 b. To the best efforts of the lapplicable'l department.
 
2--inGluding-lhe-provision-or--alTangemenr'lif. rinariciar o~ oUier--_.-- .
 
8 assistance and services as necessary, to place the child with a 
9 relative; 

10 c. To the best efforts of the l applicable1 department, 
11 includ!~g the provision or arrangement of financial or other 
12 assistance and services as necessary. to place the child in an 
13 appropriate setting in his own commWlity; 
14 d. To the best efforts of the l applicablel department to place 
15 the child in the same setting with the child's sibling if the sibling' 
16 is also being pla,tedoutside his home; 
17 e.To visit with the' child's parents or legal guardian 
18 immediately after the child has been placed outside his home and 
19 on a regular basis thereafter, and to otherwise maintain contact 
20 with' the child's parents or legal guardian, and to receive 
2i assistance from the l applicablel department to facilitate that ~ 
22 contact, including the pro'lision or arrangement of transportation 
23 as necessary; 
24 f. To visit with the child's sibling on a regular i>asisand to 
.Z5----otherwise mamta:m-'contact w{ththe'-Child' s'sibling if the child 
26 was separated from his sibling upon placement outside his home• 

. 27 . including the provision or arrangement . of transportation as 
28 necessary;
 
29 g. To placement in the least restrictive setting appropriate to
 
30 the child's needs and conducive to the health and safety of the
 
31 child: .
 
32 h. To be free from physical or psychological abuse and from
 
33 repeated.changes in placement before ~he permanent placement
 
34 or return home of the child;
 
36 1. To have regular contact with any caseworker assigned to the 
36 child's case who is employed by the l applicable1 department or 
37 any agency or organization with which the lapplicable1 

38 department contracts to provide services and the opportunity, as 
39 appropriate to the age of the child. to participate in the planning 
40 and regular review of the child's case, and to be informed on a 
41 timely basis of changes in any placement plan which is prepared 
42 pursuant to law or regulation and the reasons therefor in terms 
43' and language appropriate to the child's ability to understand; 
44 j. To have a placement plan. as required by law or regulation, 
45 that reflects the child's best interests and is designed to 
46 facilitate the permanent placement or return home of the child in 
47 a timely manner that is appropriate to the needs of the child; 
48 k. To services of a high quality that are designed to maintain 

"':"" ..'.'.
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1 and' advance the chi Id' s menIal and phYSil:ill Willi- hl!jJl~; 

2 1. To be represented in the planning and regular review of the 
3 child' s case. including the placement and development of,' or 
4 revisions to, any placement plan which is required by Jawor 
5 regulation and the provision of services to the child, the child' s 
6 . parents or legal guardian and the temporary caretaker, by a 
7 person other than the child' s parent or legal guardian or 
8 temporary caretaker who will advocate for the best interests of 
9 the child and the enforcement of the rights established pursuant 

10 to this act, which persoll.may be the caseworker, as appropriate,
 
11 or a person appointed by the court for this purpose;
 
12 m. To receive an educational program which will maximize the
 
13 child 0 s potential;
 
14 n. To receive adequate, safe and appropriate food, clothing
 
15 and·housing;
 
16 o. To receive adequate and appropriate medical care; and
 
17 p. To be free from unwarranted physical restraint .and isolation.
 
18 5. The l[Division of Youth and Family Services]1 Departments
 
19	 of Human Services, Health and Ed~cationl shall leach prepare 

' 20 and update at least every six months, and shall make available to 
21 the public upon request, aggregate non-identifying data about 
22 children under 1[its] their1. care, custody or supervision who are 
23 placed in out-of-home settings, by category as appropriate. The 
24 data shall include the following: 

.- -~5C::----"a. T!lenum(jer ofcfiiIdren-placed outsillelheir-homes during 
26 the six-month period and the cumulative number of children 
27 residing in out-of-home settings; 
28 b. Tbe age, sex and race of the children residing in 
29 out-of-home settings; 
30 c. The reasons for placement of these children; 
31 d. The types of settings in which these children reside; 
32 e. The length of time that these children have resided in these 
33 settings; 
34 r. The number of placements for those children who have been 
35 placed in more than one setting; 
36 g. The number of children who have been placed in the same 
37 county in which their parents or legal guardians reside and the 
38 number who have been placed outside of the State; 
39 h. The number of children who have been permanently placed 
40 or returned to their homes during the six-month period. and a 
41 projection of the number of children who will be permanently 
42 placed or returned to their homes during the following six-month 
43 period: and 
44 i. The number of children who have been permanently placed 
45 or returned to their homes who are subsequently returned to an 
46 out-or-home setting during the six-month period. 
47 6. The l[Commissioner] Commissioners1 of Human Services. 
48 lHeal,th and Education. 1 pursuant to the Administrative00 

) 
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t Procedure Act, "P.L.1968" C.410 (C.52:14B-t et seq.), shall 
2. 1each1 adopt rules and·re~lation.s to effectuate· the purposes of 

-. 3 this aJ:t. 
4 .7. This act shaUlake effect immediately. 
5 . /" 
6 
7 

-. 

CHILDREN 
8 

~. Designated the "Child Placement Bill of ,Rights Act." 
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ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY. LAW AND PUBLlGSAFETY 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

[FIRST REPRINT] 

smJATE, No, 1210 

SfATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED; APRIL 8,1991 

The Assembly Judiciary, Law and Public 
reports favorably Senate Bill No. 1210 (IR). 

This bill establishes a bill of rights for 

Safety Committee 

children placed in 
out-of-home settings by all divisions in the Department of Human 
Services. the Dep.artment of Health and boards of education or any 
of the agencies or organizations these departments contract with to 
provide services to the children. 

This bill sets forth the rights of children placed outside the 
home includi'lg; all reasonable efforts to enable the child to remain 
in his home; best efforts to place the child with a relative; best 
efforts to place the child in his own community; best efforts to be 
able to remain with siblings; regular visits with the child' 5 parent or 
legal guardian; regular visits with siblings; placement in the least 

. restrictive setting; regular contacts with the assigned caseworker; 
all appropriate medical care, food, clothing, housing and education; 
and representation in the planning and review of the case. 

The bill also requires the Departments of Human Services,' 
Health and Education to prepare and update at least every six 
months. and to make available to the public upon request, aggregate 
non-identifying data about children placed in out-of-home settings, 
by category, including; the number of children placed and their ages. 
sex and race; the reasons for the placements. the types of placement 
settings. the length of time spent in these placements, the number of 
placements for those children with multiple placements, the number 
of children placed in the same county in which their parents or legal 
guardians reside and the mnnber placed in another state. and the 
number of children permanently placed or retumed to their homes 
during the period in question; and a projected number of those who 
will be permanently placed or returned to their homes during the 
following six-month period. as well as the number who are 
subsequently retumed to an out-of-home setting. 

This bill is identical to Assembly Bill No. 3979. 



DATED: JANUARY 25,1990 

The Senate Committee on Children's Services favorably reports 
Senate Bill No. 1210 with committee amendments.. · 

As amended, this bill establishes a bill of rights for. children 
." .·,"._o=~ .~ .'- '~pfaced inout-of,-w»mifsetfingsDyan-dtvisinns-in''1h~Departrnent-of-

Hwnan Services, the Department of Health and boards of education 
or any of the agencies or organizations these departments contract 
with to provide services to the children. 

The bill also reqUires the Departments of HmnanServices, 
Health and Education to prepare and update at least every six 
months, and.to malee available'to the public upon request, aggregate ...... ,. 

• 

•• 
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN'S SERVICES 

'0-··· STATEMENT.TQ 

,.. -,.. -..._-~'-~, , 
with committee amendments 

.Sl'ATE OF NEW JERSEY 
-----"-------------_.-- ----- ..,----- . --_._­

. npP:-ide!ttil'yin--&-,data__a.bo_uLchildreJLplaced-by~D-YE'S-in-out...()f-bome 
settings, by category, including: the nwnber of children placed and 
their ages, sex and racej the reasons for the placements, the types of 
placement settings, the length of time spent in these placements, the 
number of placements for those children with ~ultiple placements, 
the number of children placed.in the same county. in' which their 
parents or legal guardians reside and the number placed in another 
state, and the nwnber of children pennanently placed or returned to 
their homes during the period in question; and a projected. number of 
those who. will be pennanently placed. or. returned to .their homes 
during the following six-month period, as well as the nwnber who are. 
subsequently returned to an out-of-home setting. 

The committee amended th", bill its provisions to the 
Department of Health and boards of education. . 

This bill was pretiled for introduction in the 1990-1991 session 
pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes 
required by teclmical review which has been perFonned. 

----_ ... ~,---_.._' ­

--,__ _ r.._ ••~_.~ 
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jSpo"..",d by a.na.o, AmbMSiO)c .':1~ I;) 'd-

REelACESECTION 2 IQ REAP; 1'~ ' 
-_.-2. The Legislature finds and declares that:' '. 

a. A child placed outside his home by the ~ Department or 
Hwnan _SerVices1, the Department of Health or 'aboard of 
education. 1 (If ali agency or organi2atioli wlt~ which the 
lapplicable1 department contracts to provide services has certain 
specific rights separate from and iiidependerif of (he chinr$""'- ­
parents or legal guardian by virtue of his placement in another 
residential setting; 

b..The ,State has an arfinnative obligation to recognize and 
protec~ ..,--these--Fight-5--through--its-articulationoLa-clear_and· 
specific bill of rights that reflects the best interests of the child 
and an affinnation by the State of its commitment to enforce ...... 
these rights in order to protect and promote the welfare of the 
child-placed-outside..hiS..home.:...and _ 

c. The obligation of the State to recoBJlize and protec:t the 
, rights of the child placed outside his home shall be fulf'illed in the 
context of a clear and consistent policy to promote the child' s' 
eventual return tobis home or placement in an 'altemative 
pennanent l(homel settiDg1, which this Legislature has expressly' 
declared to be'iri the public interest insectioo2 oHhe,,·Child-· 
Placement Review Act: P.L.1977, c.424 (C.30:4C-51), 

REPLACE SECTION 3 TO READ; 
3. As used in this act: 
"ChiJd_pl!c_e~ outside his home" means a child placed outside 

his home by the Department of Human SerVices!, the Department 
of Health or a board of education1. 

'''Department'' means the DeJ?artment of Hmnan Servicesl , the 
Department of Health or boards of Education, as applicable1. 

" i 



REPkACE S~S;:U~tll1 JQ.RMQ; ,', " ' ' 
-A. __&l;_hRtLp-laced, out~id~~IUl!J~!'tIf! -~"!L~~.~Jl1fJtC?Ilo~.8_ 

rigllts. co~.stent ,With' the health. safety' 8nci'pbysicll1 and 
psycJioI~gicalwe.lfare 'pfthechild ancf lIS ~ppropriate· to the 
individual circUmstances of the child's physic81 or mento 
i:ievelo~ent; , '" , ' ',," 

a;' T() placement'6utsi~ehis 6ame oruy~ii(ter the'18ppJjC8liIet~' ~--~-------­

department ~as, made, every .re~riable. effort; incl\ldbtg" t!'e 
..provtsi~n or <arrangement offinancicil or other ass~tance. and 

serV[cesaS'necessarytto ena!>Irihrduld- tlrremain in his ho~e; 
b., To the best efforts" of the' l appHcable1 d6partment. 

including .the provision or arrangement.of financial or other 
assistance and. services as necessary. to place the child with a 
relative; 

c. To the best' efforts ,of the lapplicabie1 ' department, 
including the provision or arrangement Qf financial or other' 
assistance and services as necessary, to place the child in an 
appropriate setting in his own communitYi . 

d. To the best efforts of the, laimUcablel depar-tment to place 
'.":" '.- i", , ..~ 

the child in the- same setting with the child" s sibling if the sibling 
Ts8.JS06eiJigplacea-OutSlde'fuS oome;'- - , '...------ .!--­

• oj.' "'; 

e. Tovisi! with the chil.d" s parents or legal gUardian 
- - - -.- ---~,-immediately-alterthe'-Child-has--been-placecLoutside .his-home...iIIlIL___ ___ _ 

on a regular baSis thereafter, and to otherwise maintain contact " 
with 'the child' 5 parents or lego 'guardian. and to receive 
assistance' from the 1appUcable1 department to facilitate that 
contact. including the provision or arrangement of transportation
 
as necessary;
 

f.To ~it with the child' 5 sibling on a. regular basis and to
 
...' .; otherwise maintain contact with the child' S sibling if tbe child
 

-",-.------T~ --­ ·-'wai sepa:raled~fn>m his sibling upon placement outside his home. 
including ,the provision or arrangement of' transportation as 
necessaryi 

g. To placement in the least restrictive setting appropriate to 
the child' s needs and conducive to the health and safety of the 
child; 

,'" t h. To be free from physical or psychological a~e and from
 
repeated changes in placement before the permanent placement
 
or return home of the child;
 

, 
....{ 
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. -,.To:have re~ar,;cont~clwithanycaseworker' aa&iiJJedto the .' 
c!)lI"'!LC~~_.!loo:.i$_:gm1l1()~e~f~YLilie J~ppUc.blel departJ1\entor' 
any .. a8~~y:orot8Ui-zat'i~nwith'wh1ch~:~~aPi!Ucablel-

. departmentc6Jltracts to~rovide'$efVic;es~ ~oPPortUnJty. as. . 
:apPfc)pri~t~to theag~;.o(the~tlild; toparticipatfhi '. th~. plennint" . 
.and··.regUlarreview,of·the'child' sc!§e;' and:·toJle..JnfarinedoD 8 
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REpLACE Se;CTldN 5 IQ BEAQ; 
5. The1(Division orVouth and Family Servicesl1 Departments 

of HWriari Services; l'ealth and Educatioil'l ,shall Ieach1 prepare 
and update at least every six months, and shall make available to 

_____,+-- ~______"'the..:publii:.JJpWLraquesl.aggregatenQn-idenUfyinl data' ('bout 

cltildren Wlder1(itsJ "their] care. custody or supen-ision who are 
-_·-=-=-~_·~~_··_.~__'.......-..~r.
 

---"~, ~""'::---cpraced:=m=oo~~ormrsel tiilgs._by-categ()tY~lIprupria:ttF.=T-be~~·--,-" -,",------.. 
data shall include,the following: 

a. The number .of children placed outside their homes during 
the six-month period and the cumulative number of children 
residing in out-or-home settings: 

b. The, :age. sex and race of the children residing in 
out-o{:'home settings; 

c. The reasons for placement of these children; 
d. The types of set tings in which these children reside; 
e.
 

·1
;'i

settings:
 
., '" . ~
 

. --~
 f. The number of placements for those children who ha'!lt be~n 

placed in more than one settinl!:. N>-.t-­
g. The .number of children who/lbeen placed in the same county 

in which their parents or legal guardians reside and the number 
who have been placed outside of the State: 

~., h. The nwnber of children who have been pennanently place~ 

-or' retumed- to .their--homes--during-the-sixoofllonth-period;-ancht­
projection of the number of children who will be llfirmanently 

--- placea or returned to their homes durtiJg the followinB six-month 
penod:and 

i. The number of children who have been pennmently placed 
or retumed to their homes who are subsequently retumed to an 
out-of-home setting during the six-month period. . 

REPLACE SECTION 6 TO REAp; 
6. The l[Commissioner] Commissioners! of Human Services. 

lHealth· and Education,l pursuant to the •Administrative 
Procedure Act." P.L.1968, c.·UO (C.52:14B-l et seq.). shall 
leachl adopt rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes of 

~- -~.-.~this act. _.~~ .....-- ~ --- -. -.------.-- " 

.' 

". 
, Amer.dll\cl1l,S to Senale, ~o. 1:!10 

The length of time that these children have resided in these 

• 
. .. ; 
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SENATE, No. 1210
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel 

PRE-FILED FOR:::C::::~::ON __~=- -~----=~
 
-.--._---~~._-~---

1 AN ACT concerning the rights. of children placed outside their 
2 homes and supplementing Title 30 of the Revised Statutes. 
3 

4 BE IT ENACTED bV the Senate and General Assemblv of the 
5 State of New Jersey: 
6 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Child 
7 Placement Bill of Rights Act." 
8 2. The Legislature finds and declares that: 
9 a. A child placed outside his home by the the Department of 

10 Human Services or an agency or organization with which the 
11 department contracts to provide services has certain specific 
12 rights separate from and independent of the child' s parents or 
13 legal guardian by virtue of his placement in another residential 
14 setting; 
15 b. The State has an affirmative obligation to recognize and 

.16 protect these-rights through-its- 3l'ticulation' of-a-clear-and 
17 specific bill of rights that reflects the best interests of the child 
18 and an affirmation by the State of its commitment to enforce 
19 these rights in order to protect and promote the welfare of the 
20 child placed outside his home; and 
21 c. The obligation of the State to recognize and protect the 
22. rights of the child placed outside his home shall be fulfilled in the 
23 context of a clear and consistent policy to promote the child's 
24 eventual return to his. home or placement in an alternative 
25 permanent home, which this Legislature has expressly declared to 
26 be in the public interest in section 2 of the "Child Placement 
27 Review Act." P.L.1977, c.424 (C.30:4C-51). 
28 3. As used in this act: 
29 "Child placed outside his home" means a child placed outside 

--------~,30--his-home_by-theJlepar.tmenUlLHuma.n.Servies.--------..---- ­
31 "Department" means the Department of Hwnan Services. 
32 
33 

4. A child placed outside his home shall have the following --- ­
rights, consistent with the healthisafety-cmd'physical-ana--'-- ­

---.... ........-.,..........-"., .. ~ 

34 psychological welfare of the child and as appropriate to the 
35 individual circumstances of the child's physical or mental 
36 development: 
37 a. To-placement-outside his-homeoniy after the department· 
38 has made every reasonable effort. including the 'provision or 
39 arrangement of financial or other assistance and' services as 
40 necessary, to enable the child to remain in his home; _ 
41 b. To the best efiot:ts _of the department, including the 

, 
'\ 
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1 provlSlon or arrangement of financial or 'other assistance and 
-2 services as necessary. to 'place the child with a relative; 
3 c.' To -the best efforts of - the _dePartment. including the 
4 provisio~ or arrangement of financial or other assistance and 

_ 5 _ services as necessary, to place the child in an appropriilte setting 
~ity: 

7 
------8-· ­

9 
10 
11 
12 

13 
14 

15 
16 
17 
18 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
2'4­

25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33· 
34 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

__ .~O_, 

41 

42 
43 

44 

d. To the best efforts of thtL~epar.tmenL.tcLpl~_JhtLChildjn,-
tile samesettlngWith- the child's sibling if the sibling is also 

being placed outside his home; 
e. To visit with the child's parents or legal guardian 

immediately after the child has been placed outside his home and 
on a regular basis thereafter. and to otherwise maintain contact 
with the child's parents or legal guardian, and to - receive 
assistance from the department to facilitate that contact, 
including the provision or arrangement of transportation as 
necessary; 

f. To visit with the child's sibling on a regular basis and to 
otherwise maintain contact with the child's sibling if the child 
was separated from his sibling upon placement outside his home, 
including the provision or arrangement of transportation as 
necessary: 

g. To'placement in the least restrictive setting appropriate to
 
the child's needs and conducive to the h~alth~d safety of the
 

-child:-' --- -- 'U' ,­

h. To be free from physical or psychological abuse and from
 
repeated changes in placement before the pennanent placement
 
or retum home of the child:
 

i. To have regular contact with any caseworker assigned to the 
child's case who is employed by the department or any agency or 
organintion with which the department contracts to provide 
services and the opportunity, as appropriate to the age of the 
child, to participate in the planning and regular review of the 
child's caSe, and to be infonned on a ,tjmely basis of changes in 
any placement plan which is prepared pursuant to law or 
regulation and the reasons therefor in tenns and language 
appropriate to the child's ability to Wlderstand; 

j. To have a placement plan, as required by law or regulation, 
that reflects the chil~b.est jnterests and is .designed-~.to ­
facilitate the pennanent placement or retum home of the child in 
a timely manner that is appropriate to the needs of the child; 

k. TQ">services of a high quality that are designed to maintain 
and advance the child' 5 mental and physical well-being; 

1. To be represented in the planning and regular review of the 
child's case, including the placement and development of. or 

45 revisions to, any placement plan which is required by law or 
46 regulation and the provision of services to the child, the child's 
47 parents or legal guardian and the temporary caretaker, by a 
48 person other than the child's parent or legal guardian or 
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1 
2 

temporary caJ'etaker who will advocate for the best -interests of 
thif·cMlff)Uid"ttie- enforoemeriiof ­ the -rlghts·estabU5heifpUrBUlUlt 

3 to thiliact, which pe~q. may be the -CllSeWQrl(er, as appropriate. 
4 or .a person appointed by the court for thiB purpose; 
5 m. To receive lin educational program which will maximize the 
6 child I s potential; • 

-----~--,,-------.;---~nrmreiVe_1ldequatlf;--safe and ·appro~riatIr1oo41 c;kUbi!-rg.:::-=--- ---:.---:c- .-:--~J=: 

8 

9 
II 10 

11 
12 
13 
14 

15 
16 
17 
18 

19 
20 
21 
}L~. 

23 
24 

25 
26 

27 
28 

29 
30 

31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 

37 
38 

39 
40 

41 
42 
43 

44 

45 
46 
47 
48• 

~g; - -. -. - . - .­
__ 0._ To receive:;tdequate and appropriatlil medical care; and 

p. To be free from lBlwarranted physic~ restraint and isolation. 
5. The-Division of Youth and Family services shall prepare and 

updat~ at least every six months, and shall m~8 available to the 
publi<: upon request, aggregate non-identifying data about 
~QUQ~lUm~~r.its3are, C!Jlit9dy~o!_~pe~sion who are placed in 
out-of~home settings, by category as appropriate:- The data Shall 
include the following: 

a. The number of children placed outside their homes during 
the six-month period and the cumulative number of children 
residing in out-of-home settings; 

b. The age, sex and race of the children residing in 
out-of-nome settings; 

c.__The_reasons·for-placement-ofthesechildren; 
d. _The types of settings in which' these children reside;­
e. The length of time that these children have resided in these 

settings; 
f. The mnnber of placements for those children who have been 

placed in more than one setting; 
g. The nwnber of children who been placed in the same county 

in which their parents or legal guardians reside and the 8,mnber 
who have been placed outside of the State; _ 

h. The number of children who have been permanently placed 
or returned to their homes during the six-month period, and a 
projection of the number of children who will be permanently 
placed or returned to their homes during the following six-month 
period; and 

i. The number of children who have been perman~ntly placed 
or returned to their bomes who are subsequently returned to an 
.out-of-home setting during the six-month period. . 

6. The Commissioneror~Human ·SeMces~~pwsuant ·tOtlil'-~----·_·-

"Administrative Procedure Act," P.L.l96S, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et
 
seq.), shall adopt rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes
 
of this act.
 

7. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill establishes a bill of rights for children placed in 
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" t·,·, ...... -"-'~C·-·.-"=~~~;;~;~%'.'-r:t.~U~~P=~:;(·t-r:.~~=;;~~:::::::=~, ..,. 
3 f~t1"~I;:~~.~~~",::JPJ'::a~d '. dr' neslecte,d '.ctiildren and
 
'4 .' ... ~fmt:~~I,~ijri~~ltts.,' .. ' ..... .... ..' . .' . .
 
5' .·;.:_~bill~.~~.'[)YFS·.to.' p.uP.ata"Jml:L.l,lpIlQ.te,-C~tJeast---_._-- .. -­
6.'~very~~xniOrit~,and':to:make' i.v&iiiI~18'~o ,tJi~;'public upOn 
7 reqUesi•."iiit'egflteC 

~ri;:i~tifjinl: d8.tae.bilut children; placed by 
8 'DYFS'; in oqt~f-hOm8;'88ttings;by category, .lncludiIig: the 

.:;:~'.f'~.'E.~~;:f=; ... 
12' '. pI8c:ernellts:for.. thOSe ·;aiil~. '. with" multiple placements. the 

_····~:··:··,.··'··.~~~·~£~·~ibii~~~:;·~~§·,~~~Un~~tirw.~~~~-~~:..._.. 
15 'amlher' state/8nd:th~ nUniber'of clWdferi pe~$ilently' placed or
 
16 retumed to their homeS .during the period in qUeStion; and a
 
11 'prOjectedIlUmbe~M:thOSewho' Will' be permanenifyplaced '~r
 
18 r8~ed. t~their homes during the fonoWing s~-inoDthperiod. as
 
19 wen as tbenumber whO are sUbsequently returned to an
 

,,20 O!!t-oJ-.oo!!1~ .~t..ting. 

21
 
22
 
23 CHILDREN
 

~--24' 

25 Designated the "Child Placement Bill of Rights Act. It 



J .......
 
• 'II:' 

o o· 
----~---.- ..-~----.___o=_- • S I""' I I) -~ ....... ­ .. ­ - - - .0_ v­

..­ l C{4.\ 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR Gn,\;\ 
-------NEWS RELEASE 

CN-001 TRENTON, N.J. 08625 
Contact: JONSHURE Release: MONDAY 

JO ASTRID GLADING SEPT. 23, 1991 
609-292-8956 

Children placed in out-of-home settings, such as adopt-i~-and 
foster homes, will receive the broad protections of a new "Bill df,.. 
Rights" under a law signed by Governor Jim Florio today. \. 

- - --- -----_. 

"We're sending a clear message today about "our priorities in 
New Jersey. We're saying that families are ~he best places for 
c;:pil.l:1:r;e,tL.f:O.gIow .up.-but. that .. s-ometimes, fami-J:f~needhelp;"Governor 
Florio said. "we're also saying that children have basic needs, and 
that we have a responsibili~Y_.J:Q. ~r\l,_k~. sur~. th.Cl.se !'leeds. a.re.~~tk l10 

"maU-er wnere-'-a'clfHdHves:" ,-"" _. 

The "Child Placement Bill of Rights" includes the right of 
children to remain· in the home if possible and the right to best 
eftorts at placement with relatives or in the child's own community. 
The rights also include regular visits with parents and other 
relatives in the least restrictive settings, and that every effort be 
made to keep brothers and sisters together. 

The law also requires the departments of Health, Human Services 
and Education to maintain detailed information about children in 
out-at-home settings, such as the type of settings and the length of 
time spent in placement. 

.' 
"The writer Graham Greene said: 'There is always a moment in 

childhood when the door opens and the future is let in,'" Governor 
Florio said. "This law is another step in our efforts to make sure 
that, when that door opens for the children of New Jersey, it opens to 
a worlQ of opportunity where they can grow and prosper and feel 
secure." 

Florio said that to further efforts at these goals, this year 
the state budget included $2 million in new funds to provide 

within the child welfare system to individually
a child and family based on their own need=.

this year' s budget also includes other new
with the law, including a training program for

drug-affected and HIV-infected babies and the
expansion of. Medicaid eligibility for children and pregnant women.

·wrap-around" services 
o tailor services to 

Florio said
 
initiatives in keeping
 
foster parents of
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