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: ’.AN ACT pmvndmg lmmunlly from cer(am CWll suils to ltcensed

1
2 prarmnom-m of psychnlogy. psychlatry. medicine, nursing 1,
3 - clinical so qorml workl ‘or marriage counseling and supplementmg
4 chaplur 5JA of 'I‘nle ’A of lhe New ]ersey Slatutes. '
8
6 . - BE lT ENA(..TE[) by the . Senate and General Assembly ol !he
7 i"_Slate of New Jersey L : . .
8. 1. a. Any peison who is. hcensed in the State of New ]ersey to IR
N -_praclnce psycholog\. |n~.ycluatry. ‘medicine, nursing 1, clinical ’
'. f'}_m'; _'_socnal work1 or: m.unage counselmg._ ‘whether or - pot

v ompensauon is rerem-d or. expected is immune from' any. civil S I
»12”3_' f'-,lnabxhty for a patwnt s v1olent act’ agamst another person or
3 -‘agamst himself unless the, practitioner has incurred a duty to

14 warn and protecl the" potpnual victim as set. forth in subsection b.
15 vof _ lhns sectlon and’ fails to dnscharge that duty as set forth -in

3

SRS
- b AL duty to warmn and pmtecl is incurred when the followmg
18 -condmom exist: . _ : i

19 " (l) “The p.mvnt has (.mmnumcated to that’ practmoner a lhreal
200 of unmmem. serious - physxral vnolence ‘against . a - readily
Ll 21_"_1 : ndvnuﬁabln mdwulu.\l ‘or “against himself and the cnrcumstances

- 22 are such that a- rt.asondblc profu,snonal in the prac(moner 8 area
23 of expertise would ‘believe the patient intended to carry ou! the

: - 24 threat;or . - 4
I _ B 75 (2) Thé ¢ lrrumslunrvs‘r arMthe professional R
BEPEARSIRRINE Y S (1 i1 prncmloner s area of expertise would believe the pahent"—““_““—_—‘*(
o - ' 27 . interided Garey. out an- act of imminent, serious physncal

28 . violence’ agmnsl a. redduly identifiable individual or agamst
S 29 hmnsvlf . 5 - R
B T A licensed practitioner of psyrhology. psychiatry, hedicine, ~— |
31 nursing 1, clinical_social_work] or marriage counseling shall
32 discharge the duty to warn and protect as set forth in subsection
a3 b. of this section by doing any one or more of the followihg

34 (1) Arranging for the patient to be admitted voluntan\y to a
35 psychiatric unit of a general hospital, a short-term care facility,

36 a special psychiatric hospital-or:a-psychiatric facility, under the
37 pl‘()\-‘l‘;lollb of P I 1987, c 116 (L 3o: 4 27 1 el scq)

EXPUAMATION==Hat e encTo5ed Tn Bo!d hced bruntx (thu!] ia uw
_ebove tnll i not. a—nacted unl Ay mlendtd to he omlted in lho hn ‘
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(2) Initiating pmcedures' for involumary commitiment of the
patient to a short-term care facility, a special psychiatric
hospital or a  psychiatric facility, under the provisions of

_PL.l()B? cllb(0304 -27.1 et seq.);:

{3) Advising a local law enforrement authority of the pahenl S

”_..’fthreat and-the ndenmy of the intended victim;

(4) Waming the intended victim of the threat, or, in the case

of an intended victim who is under the age of 18, wnmmg the
- parent or. guardlan ‘of the intended vnctnn or

- (5) If the patient is under the age of 18 and threatens to

- commit suicide or bodily injury upon himself, waming the pan-nt
o _._'or guardian of the patient. =

d. A practmoner who is lxcensed in the State of New Jersey to

" practice psychology.,psychlatry. medicine, nursing 1, clinical
- social workl’ _or. marriage counsehng who; in~complying with
”'_-_subsecuon ¢ of this" section, discloses a privileged
. communication, is immine from civil liability in regard to that

disclosure. = - ,. it
12 When a duty to wam and pmtect anses from the rermm of

‘a pnvnleged commmunication from a patient in a drug or_alcohol

abuse program gavemed by federa! l_aw. a lmensed Jracuhoner of

'authorlzmnglsclosu_re. prior t_o dlsclosun- of inforination ahn_ql t_bc_a
patient_including the patient's threat of violence, in accordance

with 42 U.S.C. 290dd-3 and 42 U.S.C. 290ee-3 and regulations

- promulgated thereunder, !

1[2 13.! This act shall take effect lmmednately

CIVIL JUSTICE

Provides civil immunity to licensed practitioners of psychulogy,
psychiatry, medicine, nursing, clinical social work or marriage
counseling under certain circumstances.
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SENATE, No. 3063
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED NOVEMBER 19, 1990
By Senators VAN WAGNER and O' CONNOR

AN ACT providing immunity from certain civil suits to licensed
practitioners of psychology, medicine or marriage counseling
and supplementing chapter 53A of Title 2A of the New Jersey
Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. a. Any person who is licensed in the State of New Jersey to
practice psychology, medicine or marriage counseling, whether or
not compensation is received or expected, is immune from any
civil liability for a patient's violent act against another person
unless the practitioner has incurred a duty to protect the
potential victim and fails to discharge that duty. A duty to
protect is incurred if:

(1) The patient has communicated to that practitioner a threat
of imminent, serious physical violence against a readily
identifiable individual; and

(2) The circumstances are such that a reasonable professional
in the practitioner's area of expertise would believe the patient
intended to carry out the threat.

b. The practitioner may discharge the duty to protect by doing
any of the following:

(1) Arranging for the patient to be admitted voluntarily to a
psychiatric unit of a general hospital, a short-term care facility,
a special psychiatric hospital or a psychiatric facility, under the
provisions of P.L.1987, ¢.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.);

(2) Initiating procedures for involuntary commitment of the
patient to a short-term care facility, a special psychiatric
hospital or a psychiatric facility, under the provisions of
P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.);

(3) Advising a local law enforcement authority of the patient's
threat and the identity of the intended victim, or

(4) Warning the intended victim of the threat, or, in the case
of an intended victim who is under the age of 18, warning the
parent or guardian of the intended victim.

c. A practitioner who is licensed in the State of New Jersey to
practice psychology, medicine or marriage counseling who, in
complying with paragraph 3 of subsection b. of section 1 of this
act, discloses a privileged communication, is immune from civil
liability in regard to that disclosure.

2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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S3063

<PeNSeR § STATEMENT

State and federal courts are shaping remedies for victims of
violent crimes which include a cause of action against licensed
practitioners of psychology, medicine or marriage counseling for
failing to warn of a patient's potentially violent behavior.

Although it is obviously in the public interest to protect the
potential victims of violent crimes, disruption of a practitioner's
therapeutic relationship with a severely upset patient may also
serve to increase the possibility of the patient's violent acts.
The legislature has historically recognmzed the unique nature of
the therapeutic relationship and has protected communications
between patient and therapist by requiring that the therapist
keep such communications confidential.

Under current law, the therapist's legal responsibility to warmn
of a patient's potential for violence is unclear. At the same
time, the therapist must attempt to maintain a therapeutic
relationship with that patient. Thus, a therapist may be placed in
the untenable position of being subject to liability under two
competing theories: for failing to warn a potential victim of the
patient's capability for violence, or, in the alternative (if the
therapist has chosen to disclose the threat), for disclosing
confidential communications between the therapist and the
patient.

This bill serves as a specific guideline for practitioners caught
in this quandary and protects them from liability under
appropriate circumstances. The bill also affords a reasonable
degree of protection to the potential victims of these violent
crimes, by delineating the circumstances under which the
practitioner incurs a duty to protect.

Under the bill, such a duty is incurred when: (1) The patient has
communicated to the practitioner a threat of imminent, serious,
physical violence against a readily identifiable individual, and (2)
Circumstances are such that a reasonable practitioner would
believe that the patient intended to carry out the threat. The
practitioner may discharge the duty to protect the potential
victim by either (1) Arranging for the patient to be admitted
voluntarily to a psychiatric unit or psychiatric facility; (2)
Initiating procedures for the patient's involuntary commitment;
(3) Advising a local law enforcement authority of the patient's
threat and the identity of the intended victim, or (4) Warning the
intended victim of the threat, or, in the case of an intended
victim who is under the age of 18, warning the parent or guardian
of the intended victim.

In addition, the bill provides that any practitioner who discloses
privileged information in complying with the act would be
immune from civil liability for the disclosure.
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CIVIL JUSTICE

Provides civil immunity to licensed practitioners of psychology,
medicine or marriage counseling under certain circumstances.
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SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

SUEMIS T
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 21,

By Senator Van Wagner

AN ACT providing immunity from certain civil suits to licensed
practitioners of psychology, psychiatry, medicine, nursing or
marriage Counseling and supplementing chapter 53A of Title 2A
of the New Jersey Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. a. Any person who is licensed in the State of New Jersey to
practice psychology, psychiatry, medicine, nursing or marriage
counseling, whether or not compensation is received or expected,
is immune from any civil liability for a patient’'s violent act
agamst another person or agamst hxmself un.less the practitioner
bas,mcurted“; duityito wam=hid . prote . 1 i as
set forth in subSéEtion b. of this section and fails to dxscharge
that duty as set forth in subsection c. of this section.

b. A duty to warn and protect is incurred when the following
conditions exist: -

(1) The patient his communicated to that practitioner a threat
of imminent, serious physical violence against a readily
identifiable individual or against himself and the circumstances
are such that a reasonable professional in the practitioner's area

—of—expemse—wou}d'beheveﬂhe patrem—mtended to carryout the — =~

threat; or

() The cu'cumstances are such that a reasonable professional
in the practitioner's area of expertise would believe the patient
intended to carry out an act of imminent, serious physical
violence against a readily identifiable individual or against
himself.

c. A licensed practitioner of psychology, psychiatry, medicine,
nursing or marriage counseling shall discharge the duty to wam
and protect as set forth in subsection b. of this section by doing
any one or more of the following:

“(1) Arranging for the patient to be admitted voluntarily to a
psychiatric unit of a general hospital, a short-term care facility,
a special psychiatric hospital or a psychiatric facility, under the
provisions of P.L.1987, ¢.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.);

(2} Initiating procedures for involuntary commitment of the
patient to a short-term care facility, a special psychiatric
hospital or a psychiatric [acility, under the provisions of
P.1.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.1 el seq.); ’

(3) Advising a local law enforcement authority of thc patien! '

' thrut and the |denmy of the mtended vxctun. -

sy

alec:

2K'O3 -
1.d

V0

e




o

(4] Wammg the mtended \ncum ‘of the threat, or, in the case
of an intended victim -who is under the age of 18, wammg the

g parent or guardlan of the intended victim; or.

(5) If the’ patxent is under the age of 18 ahd threatens to

\‘- commit smcxde or bod.lly mlury upon himself, wammg the parent‘
‘or guardxan of the patient. '

d. A pracunoner who. is- lxcensed in-the State of New Iersey to |

' :practice psychology. psychxatry. medxcme. nursmg or marriage.
. counseling who, in complymg with subsection c. of ‘this section.

: 'discloses a pnvnleged communication, is immune from civil
-habxhty in regard to that disclosure. I

2. ‘l‘hls act shall take effect nmmedxately

CIVIL ] USTICE

_Provxdes cwxl xmmumty to hcensed practmoners of psychology.
: psychxaf#y medxcme. nursmg or.- marnage counsehng under
certam cxrcumstances.




SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

SENATE, No. 4063
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MARCH 11, 1991

The Senate Judiciary Committee reports favorably Senate
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 3063.

In recent years, there has been a growth in the number of civil
actions in which victims of violent crimes have sued psychiatrists
and therapists for failing to warn of a patient's potentially
violent behavior. In McIntosh v. Milano, 168 N.]. Super. 466 (Law
Div. 1979), for example, the court held that a psychiatrist or
therapist may have a duty to take reasonably necessary steps to
protect an intended or potential victim from his patient if there
exists a probability of violent behavior.

Senate committee substitute for Senate Bill No. 3063 would
provide that a person licensed to practice psychology, psychiatry,
medicine, nursing or marriage counseling, whether or not
compensation is received or expected, is immune from civil
liability for a patient's violent acts against another person or
against himself unless the practitioner has incurred a duty to
warn and fails to discharge that duty. The committee substitute
also provides immunity for disclosure of privileged
communication when the practitioner incurs a duty to warn.

Under the committee substitute, the duty to warn and protect
is incurred when either of the following conditions exist: (a) the
patient has communicated to the practitioner a threat of
imminent, serious, physical violence against a readily identifiable
individual or against himself; or (b) the circumstances are such
that a practitioner in the practitioner's area of expertise would
believe that the patient intended to carry out an act of imminent,
serious physical violence against a readily identifiable individual
or against himself.

The practitioner's duty to warn and protect is discharged by
the practitioner doing any one or more of following: (a) arranging
for the voluntary commitment of the patient; (b) initiating
procedures for the involuntary commitment the patient; (c)
advising the local law enforcement authority of the patient's
threat and the identity of the victim; (d) warning the intended
victim of the threat, or if the intended victim is a minor, warning
the parent or guardian; or (e) if the patient is under the age of 18
and threatens to commit suicide or bodily injury upon himself,
warning the parent or guardian.




@O N U e S e

b
- O

39
10
41
a2

has mcurred a duty to warn and pmtect the potential victim as

SENATE COMMITTEF. SUBSTITUTE FOR

- SENATE, No. 3063
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED MARCH 11, 1991
Sponsored by Senator VAN WAGNER

AN ACT providing immunity from certain civil suits to licensed
practitioners of psychology. psychiatry, medicine, nursing or
marriage counseling and supplementing chapter 53A of Title 2A
of the New Jersey Statutes.

BLE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Gceneral Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1.- a. Any person who is licensed in the State of New Jersey to
‘practice psychology. psychiatry, medicine, nursing or marrioge
counseling, whether or not compensation is received or expected,
is unmune from any civil liability for a patient's violent act
against another person or against himself unless the practitioner

: gbsechon bk hns sechon mnd 2(3il$ 1o dischargt
set Torth in subsection c. of this section.

b. A duty to warn and protect is incurred when the following
conditions exist:

1) The patient has communicated to that pmrhhom r a threat

of unminent, serious physical violence against a readily

identiliable individual or against himself and the circumstances
are such that a reasonable professional in the practitioner’'s area

- of expertise would believe the patient intended to carcy out the

threat: or .

(2) The circumstances are such that a reasonable professional
in the practitioner’s area of expertise would believe the patient
intended to carry out an act of imminent, serious physical
violence against a readily identifiable individual or against
himiself.

C. A licensed practitioner of psychelogy, psychiatry, medicine,
nursing or marriage counseling shall discharge the duty to wam
and protect as set forth in subsection b. of this sectivn by doing
any one or more of the {ollowing:

(1) Arranging for the patient to be admitted voluntarily to a
psychiatric unit of a general hospital, a short-term care facility,
a special psychiatric hospital or a psychiatric facility, under the
provisions of P.L.1987, ¢.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.); .

{2) Itmtating procedures for involuntary commitment of the
patient to a short-lerm care facility, a special psychiatnc
hospital or a psychiatric .[acility, under the provisions of
P.L.1987, ¢ 116 (C,30:4-27.1 el seq.);
| (3} Advising a local law enforcement mlhomx of the patwm

‘ *threa! and (hc nduntity ni !hva mtended m:hm. SRR

ik il Fon bt
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(-I] Wammg the mtended -victim of the threat, or, in the case
of an intended vxctnm who is under the age of 18, wammg the
parent or guardian of the mtended victim; or o
.(8) “If the patient is under he_.age-of-w’and'threatens ‘to
itsuicide or bodily injury upon himself, waming the parent -

 or guardian of the patient.

‘d. A practitioner who is Ilcensed in the btate ‘of New ]e rsey to

 practice psychology, psychna;ry. medicine, nursing or marriage

counseling who, in complying with subsection-c. of this section,

- discloses - a -privileged communication, is immune from civil

liability in regard to that disclosure. -
2. This act shall take effect immediately. ' .

CiviL JUSTICE

<

Provides civil unmumly to lhicensed practmoners of psychology.
psychiatry, medicine. nursing or marriage counselmg ‘under
certain cirt.umstanc.es.. ‘ ‘ '
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SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

SENATE, No, 3063
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED MARCH 11, 1991

Sponsored by Senator VAN WAGNER and Assemblyman DOYLE

1 AN ACT providing immunity from certain civil suits to licensed
2 practitioners of psychology, psychiatry, medicine, nursing 1,
3 clinical social workl or marriage counseling and supplementing
4 chapter 53A of Title 2A of the New Jersey Statutes.

5

6 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
7 State of New Jersey:

8 1. a. Any person who is licensed in the State of New Jersey to
g9 practice psychology, psychiatry, medicine, nursing 1, clinical
10  social workl! or marriage counseling, whether or not
11 compensation is received or expected, is immune from any civil
12 liability for a patient's violent act against another person or
13 against himself unless the practitioner has incurred a duty to
14 warn and protect the potential victim as set forth in subsection b.
15 of this section and fails to discharge that duty as set forth in
16 subsection c. of this section.

17 b. A duty to warn and protect is incurred when the following
18 conditions exist:

19 (1) The patient has communicated to that practitioner a threat
20 of imminent, serious physical violence against a readily
21 identifiable individual or against himself and the circumstances
22 are such that a reasonable professional in the practitioner's area
23 of expertise would believe the patient intended to carry out the
24 threat; or
25 (2) The circumstances are such that a reasonable professional
26 in the practitioner's area of expertise would believe the patient
27 intended to carry out an act of imminent, serious physical
28 violence against a readily identifiable individual or against
29 himself.

30 c. A licensed practitioner of psychology, psychiatry, medicine,
31 nursing 1, clinical social work! or marriage counseling shall
32 discharge the duty to warn and protect as set forth in subsection
33 b. of this section by doing any one or more of the following:

34 (1) Arranging for the patient to be admitted voluntarily to a
35 psychiatric unit of a general hospital, a short-term care facility,
36 a special psychiatric hospital or a psychiatric facility, under the
37 provisions of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.);

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thys is new matter.

Tatter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows.
Senate amendments adopted in accordance with Governor's
recommendations July 25, 1991,
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(2) Initiating procedures for involuntary commitment of the
patient to a short-term care facility, a special psychiatric
hospital or a psychiatric facility, under the provisions of
P.L.1987, ¢.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.);

(3) Advising a local law enforcement authority of the patient's
threat and the identity of the intended victim;

(4) Warning the intended victim of the threat, or, in the case
of an intended victim who is under the age of 18, warning the
parent or guardian of the intended victim; or

(5) If the patient is under the age of 18 and threatens to
commit suicide or bodily injury upon himself, warning the parent
or guardian of the patient.

d. A practitioner who is licensed in the State of New Jersey to
practice psychology, psychiatry, medicine, nursing 1, clinical
social workl or marriage counseling who, in complying with
subsection c¢. of this section, discloses a privileged
communication, is immune from civil liability in regard to that
disclosure.

12, When a duty to warn and protect arises from the receipt of
a privileged communication from a patient in a drug or alcohol
abuse program governed by federal law, a licensed practitioner of
psychology, psychiatry, medicine, nursing, clinical social work or
marriage counseling may be required to obtain a court order
authorizing disclosure prior to disclosure of information about the
patient including the patient's threat of violence, in accordance
with 42 U.S.C. 290dd-3 and 42 U.S.C. 290ee-3 and regulations
promulgated thereunder.

1[2.13.1 This act shall take effect immediately.

CIVIL JUSTICE

Provides civil immunity to licensed practitioners of psychology,
psychiatry, medicine, nursing, clinical social work or marriage
counseling under certain circumstances.




STATE OF NEW JERSEY
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

June 10, 1991

SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR
SEN L

To the General Assembly:

Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph 14 of the New Jersey
Constitution, I am returning the Senate Committee Substitute for
Senate Bill No. 3063 with my objections for reconsideration.

This committee substitute provides that a licensed practitioner
of psychology, psychiatry, medicine, nursing or marriage counseling
shall be immune from civil liability for a patient’s violent acts
unless the practitioqer has incurred a duty to warn and protect the
potential victim and fails to discharge that duty as provided by this
act. This immunity would also extend to disclosure of confidential
communications required for compliance with this act.

A duty to warn and protect would arise if: 1. The patient has
communicated to the practitioner a threat of imminent, serious
physical violence against a readily identifiable individual or
himself, and the circumstances are such that a reasonable
practitioner would believe that the patient intended to carry out the
threat; or 2. The circumstances are such that a reasonable
practitioner would believe that the patient intended to carry out an
act of imminent, serious physical violence against a readily
identifiable individual or himself. This duty could be discharged if
the practitioner arranged for voluntary or»involuntary commitment of
the patient, advised a 1local law enforcement authority of the
patient’s threat and the identity of the intended victim, warned the
intended victim, or warned the parent or guardian if the intended
victim is a minor or if the patient is a minor and threatens to

injure himself.
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

2

While I support the intent of this bill, which is to codify
existing professional standards of practice in our statutes, I am
concerned that this bill does not address an important provision
under federal law-which would preempt this act and could result in
the imposition of federal criminal penalties agéinst certain
practitioners who rely solely on state law. 1In contrast to this
act, current federal law and regulations prohibit counselors in
federally assisted drug and alcohol abuse programs from disclosing
any identifying details about a patient unless a prior court order
is obtained. See: 42 U.S.C.A. Sec. 290dd-3 and Sec. 290ee-3; 42
c.F.R, part 2.

Specifically, the federal law bars disclosure of the identity,
diagnosis, prognosis or treatment of any patient, unless the
disclosure is authorized by a court after a showing of good cause
therefor. The standard for whether good cause exists depends on
whether the public interest and need for disclosure outweighs the
injury to the patient, to the physician-patient relationship and to
the treatment services. 42 U,S.C.A. Sec. 290dd-3(a), (b): 42
U.S,C.A, Sec. 290ee-3(a), (b). The rules provide that patient
information may not be disclosed in any civil, criminal,
administrative or legislative proceedings under local, state, or
federal law unless it is permitted by the regulations, and the
disclosure is limited to that information which is necessary to
carry out the purpose of the disclosure. 42 C.F.R, Sec. 2.13. The
rules further provide that a confidential communication may be
disclosed pursuant to a court order only: 1. 1if it is necessary to
prevent loss of life or serious bodily injury; 2. 1if it is
necessary for the investigation or prosecution of a serious crime
directly involving loss of life or serious bodily injury; or 3. if
the patient reveals the confidential communication in a civil

proceeding. 42 C.F.R. Sec. 2.63. Finally, the rules provide that
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3

"no State law may either authorize or compel any disclosure
prohibited by these regulations." 42 C.F.R, Sec. 2.20.

I am concerned that without reference to the federal standards,
certain practitioners may be lulled into a false sense of security if
they rely on this act as written.

In addition, I note that this bill does not refer to clinical
social workers. References should be added, since clinical social
workers are becoming subject to state licensure and they function in

a similar therapeutic manner to the practitioners listed in this act.

Therefore, I herewith return Senate Bill No. 3063 SCS and

recommend that it be amended as follows:

Page 1, Section 1., Line 9: After "nursing" insert

"clinical social worker".

Page 1, Section 1, Line 30: After "nursing" insert

"clinical social worker".

Page 2, Section 1, Line 8: After "nursing" insert

"clinical social worker".

Page 2, Section 2, after Line 11: 1Insert new section as follows:
"When a duty to warn and
protect arises from the
receipt of a privileged
communication from a patient
in a drug or alcohol abuse
program governed by federal

law, a licensed practitioner
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
EXBECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

[seall

Attest:
/8/ Andrew Weber

Chief Counsel to the Governor

4

of psychology, psychiatry,
medicine, nursing, clinical
social work or marriage
counseling may be required
to obtain a court order
authorizing disclosure prior
to disclosure of information
about the patient including
the patient’s threat of
violence, in accordance with
42 U.,S.C, 290dd-3 and 42
U.S.C, 290ee-3 and
regulations promulgated

thereunder."

Delete "2" insert "3"%

Respectfully,

/s/ James J. Florio

GOVERNOR
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