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ASSEMBLY CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 77

[OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT]

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1986 SESSION

By Assemblyman McENROE

A Coxcureent ResoLuTioN proposing to amend Article I, para-
graph 2 of the Coustitution.

Bz 1T »EsoLVED by the Gemeral Assembly of the State of New
Jersey (the Senate concurring):

1. The following proposed amendment to the Constitution is
hereby agreed to:

PROPOSED AMENDMENT

Amend paragraph 2 of Article .. to read as follows:

2. All questions submitted to the people of the entire State *[or
any of its political subdivisions, as the case may be.J* shall be
voted upon at *the* general *[elections]® *election next occurring
at least 70 days following the final action of the Governor or the
Legislature, as appropriate, necessary to submit the questions®.
The text of any such question shall be published at least once in one
or more newspapers of each county *[if it is a Statewide question
and at least once in one or more newspape: - of the county in which
the political subdivision is located if it is not a Statewide ques-
tion]®, if amy newspapers be published therein, at least 60 days
before the election at which it is to be submitted to the people, and
the results of the vote upon a question shall be void unless the text
thereof shall have been so published.

2. When the proposed amendment to the Constitution is finally
agreed to, pursuaut to Article IX, paragraph 1 of the Constitution,
it shall be submitted to the people at the next general election
occurring more than three months after such final agreement and
shall be published at least once in at least one newspaper of each
county designated hy the President of tl - Senate and the Speaker
of the General Assembly and the Secret: ov of State, not less than
three months prior to the general election.
BErtanaTion—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [ihusl n the above bill

Matter printed in italics thins is new matter.

lni.-do.‘hnn-kh-mhabmdnpuduhllon:
dopted June 9, 1986.
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3. This proposed amendment to the Constitution shall be sub-
mitted to the people at that election ir the following manner and
form:

There shall be printed on each official ballot to be used at such
general election, the following:

a. In every municipality in which voting machines are not used,
a legend which shall immediately precede the question, as follows:

If you favor the proposition printed below make a cross (X),
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plus (+) or check (/) in the square opposite the word “Yes.” If
you are opposed thereto make a eross (X ), plus (+) or check (/)

in the square opposite the word *‘Na."”

b. In every municipality the fullowing question:

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
DEADLINE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF
*STATEWIDE® PusLic QUESTIONS

Shall the amendment of Article II,
paragraph 2 of the Constitution, agreed
to by the Legislature and providing that
questi. 18 submitted to the people of the
entire State *[or any of its political sub-
divisions]*® be voted upon at *the® gene-
ral *[elections]® *election occurrina at |
least 70 days following the final action
necessary to submit the questions,® and
that the text of such questions be
published at least onece in one or more
newspapers in each county °[ if it is a
Statewide question and at least once in
one or more newspapers of the county
in which the political subdivision is lo-
cated if it is ot a Statewide quesiion}®,
if any newsp.pers be printed therein, at
least 60 days prior to the election at
which it is to be submitted to the people,
the results of such election to be void if
it is not so published, be approved? -

Yes.

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT

This constitutional amendment pro-
vides that questions submitted to the
people of the entire State *[or any of its '
political subdivisions]* be voted upon at _
No. *the* general °*[elections]® “election
occurring at least 70 days following final
action necessary to submit the ques-
tions,* a d that the text of questions
which a1 : submitted to the voters be
published at least once in appropriate
newspapers at least 60 days prior to the
election at which they are to be sub-
mitted and that the results of such elec-
tion shall be void unless they shall have
been so published. ’
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ELECTIONS
Requires that final action to place quest m on Statewide ballot at
general election be taken not later than 70th day preceding that
election; requires 60 days’ notice to public before submission.




SENATE STATE GOVERNMENT AND FEDERAL AND
INTERSTATE RELATIONS AND V TERANS AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY CONCURRENT RESOLUTION Ne. 77

[OFFiciaL Cory REPRINT]

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MAY 4, 1987

The Senate State Government Committee reports favorably Assem-
bly Concurrent Resolution No. 77 OCR.

This concurrent resolution proposes an amendment to the Constitu-
tion providing that all questions submitted to the people of the entire
State shall be voted upon at the general election next occurring at least
70 days following the final action of ‘he Governor or the Legislature,
as appropriate, necessary to submit the questions.

The proposed amendment also requires that the text of a question be
published at least once in one or more newspapers of each county at
least 60 days before the election at which the question is to be sub-
mitted to the people. The results of a vote upon a question shall be void
unless the text of the question shall have been properly published.

At present, the Constitution specifies a time-frame for action only
on constitutional amendments (in the form of a publication requirement
of three months prior to submission to th« voters). This concurrent
resolution specifies a time-frame for action on other Statewide ques-
tions which must be submitted to the voters (for example, bond issues).




ASSEMBLY STATE GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 77

with Assembly committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JUNE 5, 1986

The Assembly State Government Committee reports favorably and
with committee amendments Assembly ( oncurrent Resolution No. 77.

This concurrent resolution proposes an amendment to the State Con-
stitution to establish a deadline for final action to place a public ques-
tion, other than a question regarding approval of a constitutional
amendment, on the Statewide general election ballot in a given year.
Under the proposed constitutional amendment, the deadline will be the
70th day preceding the general election ‘o be held in that year. If final
action on a submission occurs after that date, the public question will
be required to be placed on the ballot at the general election held in
the succeeding year.

The proposed amendment also imposes, in connection with any such
public question, a requirement that the text of the question be published
in newspapers in the several counties at leart 60 days before the election
at which the question is submitted.

The Committee amended the concurrent resalution (1) to add the
provision establishing, as the deadline for final action to place a ques-
tion on the ballot at a general election, the 70th day preceding that gen-
eral election, and (2) to delete from the resolution a provision applying
its provisions to public questions submitted at the local level.

This resolution was pre-filed for introduction in the 1986 session
pending technical review. As amended, the resolution includes the
changes required by technical review which has been performed.



ASSEMBLY CONCURRENT RFSOLUTION No. 77

Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel
PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1986 SESSION
By Assemblyman McENROE

[OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT]

ASSEMBLY CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 169
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MARCH 7. 1985

By Assemblyman McENROE, Assemblywoman GARVIN
and Assemblyman PANKOK

A CorcureeNT ResoLuTioN proposing to amend Article 11, para-
graph 2 of the Constitution.

BE 1T RESOLVED by the General Assembly of the State of New
Jersey (the Senate concurring):

1. The following proposed amendment to the Constitution is
hereby agreed to:
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT

Amend paragraph 2 of Article IT to re.d as follows:

2. All questions submitted to the people of the entire State or
any of its political subdivisions, as the case may be, shall be voted
upon at general elections. The text of any such question shall be
published at least once in one or more uewsp:;pers of each county

if it is a Statewide question and at least once in one or more news-
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papers of the county in which the political subdivision is located
10 if it is mot @ Statewide question, if any newspapers be published
11 therein, at least 60 days before the election at which it is to be
12 submitted to the people, and the results of *[such election]® *the
13 vote upon a question® shall be void unle s *[it]®* *the text thereof*
14  shall have been so published.

2. When the proposed amendment to the Constitution is finally
agreed to, pursuant to Article IX, paragraph 1 of the Constitution,
it shall be submitted to the people at the next general election
occurring more than three months after such final agreement and
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shall be published at least once in at least one newspaper cf each

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be o itted in the law.
Matter printed in italics thus is  'w matter.
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adop od as follows:
*—A b, i amend! dopted April 29, 1985.
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county designated by the President of the Senate and the Speaker
of the General Assembly and the Secret: ¢y of State, not less than
three months prior to the general election.

3. This proposed amendment to the Constitution shall be sub-
mitted to the people at that election in the following manner and
form:

There shall be printed on each official ballot to be used at such
general election, the following:

a. In every municipality in which veting machines are not used,
a legend which shall immediately precede the question, as follows:

If you favor the proposition prir ted below make a cross (X),
plus (+) or check (/) in the square opposite the word “Yes.” If
you are opposed thereto make a cross (X ), plus (+) or check (/)
in the square opposite the word “No.”

b. In every municipality the following question:

Co1 TITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
DEADLISE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF

PusLic QuesTioNs

Shall the amendment of Article 1i,
paragraph 2 of the Constitution, agreed
to by the Legislature and providing that
questions submitted to the people of the
Yes. entire State or any of its political subdi-
visions be voted upon at general elections
and that the text of such questions be
published at least once in one or more
newspapers in each county if it is a State-
wide question an at least once in one or
more newspapers of the ecounty in which
the political subdivision is located if it is
not a Statewide question, if any news-
papers be printed therein, at least 60
days prior to the election at which it is to
be submitted to the people, the results of
such election to be void if it is not so pub-
lished, be approved?

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT

This constitutional amendment pro-
vides that questions submitted to the
people of the entire Sta‘’ or any of its
No. political subdivisions be voted upon at
general electio 's and that the text of
questions whic 1 are submitted to the
voters be published at least once i:: ap-
propriate newspapers at least 60 days
prior to the election at which they are to
be submitted and that the results of such
election shall be void unless they shall
have heen so published.
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STATEMENT

This concurrent resolution proposes a « »nstitutional amendment
to: '

(1) Require that public questions submitted to the people of a
political subdivision of the State be voted upon at general elections,
just as is already required with respect to Statewide public ques-
tions; and

(2) Require that the text of any such public question be published,
in a newspaper in each county in which the question is to be voted
upon, at least 60 days before the election.

Failure to meet the publication r quirement as to the text of a
question would void the results of the vote upon that question.
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