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(Right to attcnG public meet.int;s) 

EUls to effect. this purpose wore int.~oducod al;.iOS'tt every year in tt..e Lq:;ialature 
at least since 1954. Ou..r indeX reveals from 15154 to 1960 the £ollO'.dng bills intro­
duced: / 

,~/ ~ 
1.9$4 - A--426~\IdenticaJ. wi tl1 A-96 ot 1.9$7} 
1955 .. /l,...l;)) n " n n II 

1957 - A.-96 
l95G • A-217 
1959 - 1~•Jl6c s-l1J8 (Report.ea, 2d readitlcr) 
1900 - A-210J A•357(Pa.eaed both houses, amended; tiled in State 

Library b; Oovemor) J S-62 (Passed Senate, Gr.lended, 
necom:nitt.ed by Asser:lbly). (Copies ot 1957..00 bUls ellcloscd.; 

Except as ot,herwise indicated, all the above bills died in Goarl. ttee. 

Tho bill which became law was 1 

Laws 1960, Chapter 173 - A•704 - Int.roduced NoTember 28'bb- by Messrs• Beadleston, i{l.19t.o1 
De&Mr1 Halpin1 tii.m;)tty, St.Wer" itfland. 

Not amend.ed durin& pa.ssac;e. 
It had tbe tollowi.ng Statementc 

The purpoee ot tJ::d.a b1U is to further freedom ot 
intormat.ion to the publiG ot t.he t,ransaction ot governmental 
buairleas by insuring to t,be oitizona ot the State t.he right 
to attend public meetings. 

Th:1s legislation vas sponsored and partly drafted by the New Jers&!:~, sa 
Association. Sees The New Jersey Publisher, December, 1,960, Janu.ary, l ' 
February, 1961 (copies enclosed). See &lao clipping !rom Trenton ~s cl .. 
and Newark: Newa accoun\ (attached). .c::: j.J.IO• r'l) 2 

Should. _you wish t..Q coruslll.t Ganrnor ~r•a tiles =~the 1960 ~ ;ner 
bills, please contact t.be Governor•s counsel directly. :::0 -o-

ro ;"" "'""" •Right to Known !1eaau.re G&i.ns :3 ~::.,·,~ 

*****w* " 0 --; 
The bW. alao retains the exemption ot t.he Stato < ~ 

Legislature and the executive and judicial branches frcm ro '---" 
provisions ot tile bill which were 1n a bill, A• 3S7 1 llhiorrT'"J :::::0 
earlier baa passed both houses. A nev bill was drawn t.o~ 
include l-leyner•a suggested exemptions aa an earlier altefiratJ.ve-< 
than &'lending the oriGip&l bill. ::J 

, Lloyd P • .Burne, aecret.a.ry-aana.ger ot the N.J!>A, said. ..-bur-) 

------

will compel t.be opening ot most maetin.gs at vbicb pubug.~ 
is oonduct,ed. , ~ - ..........._, 

Questioned about ;ne board area o.t st.ate operat.ions ~tio~ 
Burna. eaid wo_rkinG new&"1&n report less difficulty in o}?~ 
aoceas to publi9 recorda and .-~etinge at ttle state level' than~ 
t,he local level • 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 96 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 24, 1957 

By Assemblyman MUSTO 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary 

Ax AcT concerning meetings of the board, commission, or members in control 

of certain bodies which are public and corporate. 

1 BE r.r ENACTED by the Senate and General .Assembly of the State of New 

2 J en:;cy: 

1 1. All regular and special meetings of the board, commission, or mem-

2 hers in control of any body which is public and corporate and an instru-

3 mentality exercising public and essential governmental functions and created 

4 by an act of the Legislature of the State of New Jersey or jointly by acts 

5 of the respective Legislatures of the State of New Jersey and any sister 

6 State or States, shall be open to the public. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately in so far as it relates to such 

2 bodies created solely by an act of the Legislatu:re of the State of New 

3 Jersey, and shall take effect upon the enactment of substantially similar 

4 legislation adopted by any sister State or States in so {ar as it relates to such 

5 bodies created jointly by acts of the respective Legislatures of the State of 

6 New Jersey and any such sister State or States. 

• 

STATEMENT 

In a democratic society an informed public is a necessity of good gov-

ernment and a safeguard of liberty. The citizen not only has a duty to be in-

formed on measures of public interest, but also has a right to be so informed. 
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As representatives of their constituents and responsible to them, legisla-

tors have an obligation to have open and public discussions on all matters 

uliccting public matters. Similarly any boaru or oommission whieh is an agency 

of the Legislature has a public obligation to conduct its affairs in the public 

view. 

It is the purpose of this bill~ therefore, to make it mandatory upon instru-

mentalities of the Legislature to conduct all meetings open to the public . 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 217 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTHODUCED FEBRUARY 17, 1958 

By Assemblymen MUSTO and SABELLO 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary 

Ax AcT concerning meetings of the board, commission, or members in control 

of certain bodies which are public and corporate. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. All regular and special meetings of the board, commission, or mcm-

2 hers in control of any body which is public and corporate and an instru-

3 mentality exercising public and essential governmental func\ions and created 

4 by an act of the Legislature of the State of New Jersey or jointly by acts 

5 of the respective Legislatures of the State of New Jersey and any sister 

6 State or States, shall be open to the public. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediat:J:;ly in so far as it relates to such 

2 bodies created solely by an act of the Legislature of the State of New 

3 Jersey, and shall take effect upon the enactment of substantially similar 

* 
4 legislation adopted by any sister State or States in so far as it relates to such 

5 bodies created jointly by acts of the respective Legislatures of the State of 

6 New Jersey and any such sister State or States. 

STATEMENT 

In a democratic society an informed public is a necessity of good gov-

ernment and a safeguard of liberty. The citizen not only has a duty to be in-

formed on measures of public interest, but also has a right to be so informed. 

• 
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As representatives of their constituents and responsible to them, legisla­

tors have an obligation to have open and public discussions on all matters 

affecting public matters. Similarly any board or commission which is an agency 

of the Legislature has a public obligation to conduct its affairs in the public 

view. 

It is the purpose of this bill, therefore, to make it mandatory upon instru­

mentalities· of the Legislature to conduct all meetings open to the public. 

• 

io-1\!U 1<1--"-------------------------------------------------------· 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 316 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 2, 1959 

By Assemblyman MUSTO 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary 

AN AcT concerning meetings of the board, commission, or members in control 

of oertnin bodies which nro public and corporate. 

1 BE IT ENACTED btl the Senate and General .Assembly of the State of N~ 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. All regular and special meetings of the board, commission, or mem-

2 hers in control of nny body which is public and corporate and an instru~ 

3 mentality exercising public and essential governmental functions and created 

4 by an act of the Legislature of the State of New Jersey or jointly by acts 

5 of the respective Legislatures of the State of New Jersey and any sister 

6 State or States, shall be open to the public. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately in so far as it relates to such 

2 bodies created solely by an act of the Legislature of the State of New 

3 Jersey, and shall take effect upon the enactment of substantially similar 

4 legislation adopted by any sister State or States in so far as it relates to such 
.. 

5 bodies created jointly by acts of the respective Legislatures of the State of 

6 New Jersey and any such sister State or States. 

• 

STATEMENT 

In a democratic society an informed public is a necessity of good gov-

ernment and a safeguard of liberty. The citizen not only has a duty to be in­

formed on measures of public interest, but also has a right to be so informed. 

,,-,,~~·-,, _______________________________________________ , 
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As representatives of their eonstituents and responsible to them, legisla-
1 

tors have an obligation to have open and public discussions on all matters 

affecting public matters. Similarly any board or commission which is an agency 

of the Legislature has a public obligation to conduct its affairs in the public 

view. 

It is the purpose of this bill, therefore, to make it mandatory upon instru· 

mentalities of the Legislature to conduct all meetings open to the public . 

.. 
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(CORRECTED COPY) 

SENATE, No. 148 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED MARCH 9, 1959 

By Senators JONES and CO-WGILL 

Referred to Committee on Revision and Amendment of Laws 

AN AcT concerning the right of citizens of the State to attend public meetings, 

defining "public meetings," and providing that violations shall be misde-

meanors. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. The Legislature finds and declares it to be the public policy of this 

2 State to insure the right of the citizens of this State to attend public meet-

3 ings with certain exceptions, for the protection of the public interest. 

1 2. The term ''public meetings'' shall mean the official meetings of any 

2 commission, authority, board, agency or administrative body of the State or 
. 

3 of any governing body, commission, authority,· board. or agency of any po-

4 litical subdivision of the State when such body, commission, authority, board 

5 or agency is convened in a session for the purpose of t .. aking official action. 

1 3. Except as otherwise provided by law, all such meetings shall be open 

2 to the public and no official or other person shall deny the right of such 

3 citizens to attend such meetings. 

• 
1 4. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent such body, 

2 commission, authority, board or agency from holding executive sessions from 

3 which the public may be excluded, but no motion, resolution, rule, regulation, 

4 ordinance, contract or appointment shall be adopted or approved at any such 

5 executive session. 

----------------,~-~ '-"·-·~---
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1 5. Any person who shall willfully violate any provision of this act shall 

2 be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

1 6. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 
' 

The purpose of this bill is in the furtherance of freedom of information 

to the public of the transaction of governmental business by insuring to the citi-

zens of this State the right to attend public meetings. 

I 

• 



ASSEMBLY, No. 210 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTHODUCED JANUARY 25, 1960 

By Assemblyman MUSTO 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary 

AN AcT concerning meetings of the board, commission, or members in control 

of certain bodies which are public and corporate. 

l BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 JerscJI: 

1. All regulnr and special mcctin.!.\"H of the board, commission, or mcm-

2 bers in control of any body which is public aml corporate and an instru-

3 mentality exercising public and essential governmental functions and created 

4 by au act of the Legislature of the State of New Jersey or jointly by acts 

5 of the respective Legislatures of the State of New Jersey and any sister 

6 State or States, shall be open to the public. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately in so far as it relates to such 

2 bodies created solely by an act of the Legislature· of the State of New 

3 Jersey, and shall take effect upon the enactment of substantially similar 

4 legislation adopted by any sister State or States in so far as it relates to such 

5 bodies created jointly by acts of the respective Legislatures of the State of 

6 New ,Jersey a.nd any such sister State or States. 

• 

STATEIMENT 

In a democratic society an informed public is a necessity of good gov~ 

ernment and a safeguard of liberty. The citizen not only has a duty to be in­

formed on measures of public interest, but also has a right to be so informed. 
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As representatives of their constituents and responsible to them, legisla-

tors have an obligation to have open and public discussions on all matters 

affecting public matters. Similarly any board or commission which is an agency 

of the Legislature, has a public obligation to conduct its affairs in the public 

VIeW. 

It is the purpose of this bill, therefore, to make it mandatory upon instru­

mentalities of the Legislature to conduct all meetings open to the public . 

.. 

• 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 357 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 25, 1960 

By Assemblymen BEADLESTON, DEAMER, MUSTO and HYLAND 

Referred to Committee on Revision and Amendment of Laws 

AN AcT concerning the right of citizens of the State to attend public meetings, 

dcfinillg "puhlic meetings," and providing that violations shall be misde­

meanor:;. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. The Legislature finds and declares it to be the public policy of this 

2 State to insure the right of the citizens of this State to attend public meet-

3 ings with certain exceptions, for the protection of the public interest. 

1 2. The term "public meetings" shall mean the official meetings of any 

2 commission, authority, board, agency or administrative body of the State or 

3 of any governing body, commission, authority, board or agency of any po-
• 

4 litical subdivision of the State when such body, commission, authority, board 

5 or agency is convened in a session for the purpose of taking official action. 

1 3. Except as otherwise provided by law, all such meetings shall be open 

2 to the public and no official or other person shall deny the right of such 

3 citizens to attend such meetings. 

1 4. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent such body, 
• 

2 commission, authority, board or agency from holding executive sessions from 

3 which the public may be excluded, but no motion, resolution, rule, regulation, 

4 ordinance, contract or appointment shall be adopted or approved at any such 

5 executive session. 

• 
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1 5. Any person who shall willfully violate any provision of this act shall 

2 be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

1 6. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

The purpose of this bill is in the furtherance of freedom of information 

to the public of the transaction of governmental business by insuring to the citi­

zens of this State the right to attend public meetings. 

5 
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SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO l 
I 

ASSEMBLY, No. 357 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

ADOPTED APRIL 11, 1960 

Amend pag(~ 1, after section 4, add a new section to read as follows: 

''5. The provisions of this act shall he inapplicable to the ofiice of the Gov-

l'l'llor or 1o 11w Judicial or L(•giHlutivo BraneheH of State Oovernmcnt. ". 

AIIIPtHI pnt:·n ~. HPdion fl, Iillo 1, dPIPtl~ "!'">.", im.wrt "G.". 

Allll!llll Jlllg'(! 2, H(•etioll fi, linn 1, d(•JI'in "fi.'', im;ort "7. " . 

.. 
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[OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 357 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 25, 1960 

By Assemblymen BEADLESTON, DEAMER, MUSTO and HYLAND 

Referred to Committee on Revision and Amendment of Laws 

AN AcT concerning the right of citizens of the State to attend public meetings, 

uefiuiug "public meetings,,, anu providing thnt violations shall be misdc-

meanors. 

1 B~' IT ENACTED by the Senate atzd Geneml Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. The Legislature finds and declares it to be the public policy of this 

2 State to insure the right of the citizens of this State to attend public meet-

3 ings with certain exceptions, for the protection of the public interest. 

1 2. The term ''public meetings'' sllall mean the official meetings of any 

2 commission, authority, board, agency or admin.i.strative body of the State or 

3 of any governing body, commission, autllority, board or agency of any po-

4 litical subdivision of the State when such body, commission, authority, board 
.. 

5 or agency is convened in a session for the purpose of taking official action. 

1 3. Except as otherwise provided by law, all such meetings shall be open 

2 to the public and no official or other person sllall deny the right of such 

3 citizens to attend such meetings. • 

1 4. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent such body, 

2 commission, authority, board or agency from holding executive sessions from 

3 which the public may be excluded, but no motion, resolution, rule, regulation, 

4 ordinance, contract or appointment shall he adopted or approved at any such 

5 executive session. 

EXPJ.ANATION-Mauer enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted 
and is intended to be omined in the law. 
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1 5. The provisions of this act shall be 'inapplicable to the office of the 

( luucrnor or to the .htdiciltl or Legislative Branches of State Government. 

1 [3.] 6. Any person who shall willfully violate any provision of this act 

D shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

1 [t>.] 7. This act shall take effect immediately. 

l 
! 

I 
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(CORRECTEP COPY) 

SENATE, No. 62 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 18, 1960 

By Senators JONES, COWGILL and CRANE. 

Referred to Committee on Revision and Amendment of Laws 

AN AcT concerning the right of citizens of the State to attend public meetings, 

defining "public meetings," and providing that violations shall be misde* 

meanors. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. The Legislature finds and declares it to be the public policy of this 

2 State to insure the right of the citizens of this State to attend public meet-

3 ings with certain exceptions, for the protection of the public interest. 

1 2. The term "public meetings" shall mean the official meetings of any 

2 commission, authority, board, agency or administrative body of the State or 

3 of any governing body, commission, authority, board or agency of any po-

4 litical subdivision of the State when such body, commission, authority, board 

5 or agency is convened in a session for the purpose of taking official action. 

1 3. Except as otherwise provided by law, all such meetings shall be open 

2 to the public and no official or other person shall deny the right of such 

3 citizens to attend such meetings. 

1 4. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent such b"dy, 

2 commission, authority, board or agency from holding executive sessions from 

3 which the public may be excluded, but no motion, resolution, rule, regulation, 

4 ordinance, contract or appointment shall be adopted or approved at any such 

5 executive session. 
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1 5. Any person who shall willfully violate any provision of this act shall 

2 be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

1 6. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

The purpose of this bill is in the furtherance of freedom of information 

to the public of the transaction of governmental business by insuring to the citi­

zens of this State the right to attend public meetings. 

' 

~ 
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SENATE COi\LMITTEE AJ\IEND:\Il~NTS TO 

SENATE, No. 62 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

ADOPTED APRIL 11, 1960 

Amend page 1, after section 4, add a new section to read as follows: 

"5. The provisions of this act shall be inapplicable to the office of the Gov-

ernor or to the Judicial or Legislative Branches of State Government." 

Amend page ~, sed ion 5, line 1, delete ":J." insert "G.". 

Amend page :J, sed ion G, line 1, delete "u." insert "7. " . 
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SENATE, No. 62 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 18, 1960 

By Senators JONES, COWGILL and CRANE 

Referred to Committee on Revision and Amendment of Laws 

AN AcT concerning the right of citizens of the State to attend public meetings, 

delinin:..; "public mcetiugR," nnd providing that violations shall he miRdc-

mcauorH. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General ..Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. The Legislature finds and declares it to be the public policy of this 

2 State to insure the right of the citizens of this State to attend public meet-

3 ings with certain exceptions, for the protection of the public interest. 

1 2. The term "public meetings" shall mean the official meetings of any 

2 commission, authority, board, agency or .administrative body of the State or 

3 of any governing body, commission, authority, board or agency of any po-
•, 

4 litical subdivision of the State when such body, commission, authority, board 

5 or agency is convened in a session for the purpose of taking official action. 

1 3. Except as otherwise provided by law, all such me~tings shall be open 

2 to the public and no official or other person shall deny the right of such 

3 citizens to attend such meetings. 

1 4. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent such body, 
't 

2 commission, authority, board or agency from holding executive sessions from 

3 which the public may be excluded, but no motion, resolution, rule, regulation, 

4 ordinance, contract or appointment shall be adopted or approved at any such 

5 executive session. 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in hoM-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted 
and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

If 
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1 5. The provisions of this act shall be inapplicable to the office of the 

2 Governor or to the Judicial or Legislative Branches of State Government. 

1 [5.] 6. An;v person who shall willfully violate any provisions of this act 

2 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

1 [6.] 7. This act shall take effect immediately. 

NEw JEfs1o:<~rv o, 
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