
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST 

NJSA: 2A:2-1,2A:2-1.3 (Family Court Judges - Union County - increase number) 

LAWS Of: 1983 CHAPTE R: 505 

Bill No: 53773 

Sponsor(s): Lesniak and others 

Date Introduced: December 12, 1983 

Com mittee: Assembly:-­

Senate: -- ­

Amended during passage: Yes Substituted for A4099 {not attached 
since identical to 53773 

Date of Passage: Asse mbly: January 5, 1984 

Senate: Dece mber 15, 1983 

Date of Approval: January 17, 1984 

CJFollowing statements are attached if available: o 
Sponsor statement:	 Yes (Below) tC,,?' 

o 
,-.:-

Com mittee state ment:	 Assembly No 

Senate No :.-~ 
_,~J 

No	 ()Fiscal Note: 
<
({)Veto Message:	 No ~u.J'o:-_., i~~"'~ 

.i1 ~"'\_1), -....~Message on Signing: ~	 li,~ "::;">'.~ •yes C) .: ..."'<.~ 

Following were printed: 

Reports:	 No 

Hearings:	 No 

Sponsors' state ment: 
The blll increases the number of Union County juvenile and domestic 

re lations or fa mily court judges fro m 4 to 6. 

-~ 
--J 
-.) 

r 



CHAPTCT .Q.{J..~:._" 'J'JS CF N. J. 19 ..7l.J 
AP~ i~C>';;:T: .......l.~J2.=~'£ 

[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 3773 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INrrRODlTCI1~D DJ'~CEMBljJR 12, 1983 

By Senators LESNIAJC, DIFRANCESCO and BASSANO 

(Without Reference) 

AN ACT concerning *[juvenile and domesti", relations court judges 

and family court]* judges *of the Superior Court"" in certain 

counties, amending *[P. L. 1982, c. !.-i and supplementing 

chapter 4 of Title 2A of the New J el'sey Statutes]*' *N. J. S. 

2A :2-1 and P. L. 1983, C. 405"'. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Gene·ral As,sembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 "[1. (New section) In addition to the judges authorized under 

2 N. J. S. 2A :4-4, the Governor, with the advice and consent of the 

3 Senate, shall appoint in each county of the second class having a 

4 population of more than 500,000 but less than 550,000, according to 

5 the 1980 federal census, two attorneys-at-law to be judges of the 

6 juvenile and domestic relations court of the county. 'J'hey shall 

7 devote their entire time to their :judicial duties, shall not engage in 

8 the practice of law and shall be paid a salary as provided by law.]*' 

1 *[2. Section 4 of P. L.1982, c. 78 (C. 2:\ :4A-3) is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 4. a. The family court shall consist of [51] 53 judges. Each judge 

4 shall receive such annual salary as shall be fixed by law. 

5 b. The family court shall consist of the following number of 

6 judges from the listed counties who at the time of their appointment 

7 and any reappointment were residents of that county: 

8 Atlantic 1 

9 Bergen 6 

10 Burlington 1 

11 Camden 4 

12 Cape May 1 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter printed in italics thlls is new matter. 
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has heen adopted as follows: 

·-Assembly amendments adopted January 5, 1984. 
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those ill which the appointment of 

judges is provided by subsection b., the Supreme Court shall desip;­

nate a Superior Court :iudge sitting in that county as the judge of 

the family court. 

d. There shall be established in each county a eourt intakp service, 

which shall have among; its responsihilities the sereening of juvenile 

delinquency eomplaints and juvenile-family crisis referrals. The 

intake serviee shall operate in eompliance with standards estah­

lished by the Supreme Court, but in no instmlce shall the standards 

for personnel employed as eounselors hired after the effective (latr' 

of this aet be less than a masters degree from an accredited in8titu­

tion in a mental health or soeial or behavioral sciences diseipline 

including degrees in soeial work, counseling, eOUllseling psychology, 

mental health, counseling or education. Equivalent experience is 

acceptable when it consists of a minimum of an associates degre(~ 

with a concentratioll in one of the behavioral sciences and a mini­

mum of five years experience working with troubled youth and their 

families or a bachelors degree in one of the behavioral sciences and 

two years experience working with the troubled youth and their 

families. Intake personnel should also receive training in drug and 

alcohol abuse. 

e. Guidelines for the education and training of judges authorized 

to sit in the family court shall be established by the Administrative 

Office of the Courts and shall include familiarization with youth 

services available in the county in which the judge sits.]* 

*1. N. J. S. 2A :2-1 is amended to read as follows:
 

2A :2-1. a. The Superior Court shall consist of not less than
 

[322] 32i judges. Each judg'e shall receive such annual salary a§ 

shall 1)e fixed by law. 
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b.(l) TThe Superior Court shall at all times OOIlsist of the fol­

lowing number of judges of each county who at the time of their 

appointment and reappointment were rc-:idents of that county: 

Atlantic 

Bergen .. 

Burlington 

Camden 

Cape May 

Cumberland 

Essex 

Gloucester 

Hudson 

Hunterdon 

Mercer 

Middlesex 

Monmouth. 

Morris 

Ocean. 

Passaic 

Salem .. 

Somerset 

Sussex 

Union 

Warren 
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(2) Additionally, a number of those judges of the Superior 

Court satisfying the residency requirement:,; set forth above equal 

to the llumberof judges of the county court authorized in each of 

the counties on December 6, 1978 shall at all times sit in the county 

in which they reside. 

2. Section 11 of P. L. 1983, c. 405 (C. 2A :2-] .3) is amended to read 

as follows: 

n. a. Each county shall be responsible for 50% of the cost of the 

salary of the judges of the juvenile alld domestic relations courts 

01' family court and county district courts transferred pursuant to 

this act until December 31, 1984. 

b. In any county where the required number of judges set forth
 

in N.•J. S. 2A :2-l.b is increased after [De;'emher 31, 1983]
 

January 17, 1984 and the number of judges assigned to the Superior
 

Court to that county is thereby increased, the county shall be
 

responsible for funding 100% of tht: eost of [any such position]
 

the salary of any judge who has been ass·igned in the first year
 

following the date of increase ;75% in the second year; 50% in the
 

third year; 25% in the fourth year; and ill the fifth year, the State
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15 shall be responsible for the entire cost of the salary of any judge 

Hi so assigned. 

17 c. In any county where the required number of judges set forth 

18 in N. J. S. 2A :2-1.b is increased after December 81, 1988 but before 

19 J(muary 18, 1984 and the number of judges assigned to the Su,perior 

~O CoU'rt to that county is thereby increased, the county shall be 

21 responsible for funding 50% of the cost of the salary of any judge 

22 so assigned until December 31, 1984.· 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately ·[except for section 2 

2 which shall take effect December 31, 1983. Section 1 shall expire on 

3 December 31, 1983]·. 



SENATE, No. 3773
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED DECEMBER 12, 1983 

By Senators LESNIAK, DIFRANCESCO and BASSANO 

(Without Reference) 

AN ACT concerning juvenile and domestic relations court judges and 

family court judges in certain counties, amending P. L. 1982, c. 78 

and supplementing chapter 4 of Title 2A of the New Jersey 

Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. (New section) In addition to the judges authorized under 

2 N. J. S. 2A :4-4, the Governor, with the advice and COllsent of the 

3 Senate, shall appoint in each county of the second class having a 

4 population of more than 500,000 but less than 550,000, according to 

5 the 1980 federal census, two attorneys-at-law to be judges of the 

6 juvenile and domestic relations court of the county. They shall 

7 devote their entire time to their judicial duties, shall not engage in 

8 the practice of law and shall be paid a salary as provided by law. 

1 2. Section 4 of P. L. 1982, c. 78 (C. 2A:4A-3) is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 4. a. The family court shall consist of [51] 53 judges. Each judge 

4 shall receive such allnual salary as shall be fixed by law. 

5 b. ']'he family court shall consist of the following number of 

6 judges from the listed counties who at the time of their appointment 

7 and any reappointment ·were re,sidents of that county: 

8 Atlantic 1 

9 Bergen 6 

10 Burlington 1 

11 Camden 4 

12 Cape May 1 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted. and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
Mauer printed in italics thus is new matter. 
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c. In c,ounties other than those III whic,h the appointment of 

judges is provided by subsection b., the Supreme Court 'shall desig­

nate a Superior Court judge sitting in that county as the judge of 

the family court. 

d. There shall be established in each county a court intake service, 

which shall have among its responsibilities the 'screening of juvenile 

delinqucncy complaints and juvenile-family crisis referrals. The 

intake service shall operate in compliance with standards estab­

lished by the Supreme Court, but in no instance shall the standards 

for personnel employed as counselors hired after the effective date 

of this act be less than a masters degree from an accredited institu­

tion in a mental health or social or behavioral sciences discipline 

includillg degrees in social work, counseling, counseling psychology, 

mental health, counseling or education. Equivalent experience is 

acceptable when it consists of a minimum of an associates degree 

with a concentration in one of the behavioral sciences and a mini­

mum of five years experience working with 'troubled youth and their 

families or a bachelors degree in one of the behavioral sciences and 

. two	 years experience working with the troubled youth and their 

families. Intake personnel should aLso receive training in drug and 

alcohol abuse. 

e. Guidelines for the education and training of judges authorized 

to sit in the family court shall be established by the Adminis:trative 

Office of the Courts and shall include familiarization with youth 

services available in the county in which the judge sits. 

3. This act shall take effect immediately except for section 2 

which shall take effect December 31, 1983. Section 1 shall expire on 

December 31, 1983. 

STATEMENT 

This bill increases the number of Union county juvenile and 

domestic relations or family court judges from 4 to 6. 



[ASSEMBLY REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 3773 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED DECEMBER 12, 1983 

By Senators LESNIAK, DrIi'RANCESCO and BASSANO 

(Without Reference) 

AN ACT concerning *[juvenile and domestie relations court judges 

and family court]':; judges *of the S'ul)crior Court'" in certain 

counties, amending *[P. L. 1982, c. 78 and supplementing 
'J 
1 chapter 4 of Title 2A of the New .Jel':',ey Statutes]'" "N. J. S. 

i
'I 

1 

2A :2-1 and P. L. 1983, C. 405*. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Geneml Assembly of the State, 
2 of New Jersey:.~ 

.~	 

1 *[1. (New section) In addition to the judges authorized under 

2 N. J. S. 2A :4.-4, the Governor, with the advice and consent of the 

3 Senate, shall appoint in each county of the second class having a 

4 population of more than 500,000 but less than 550,000, according to 

5 the 1980 federal census, two attorneys-at-law to be judges of the 

6 juvenile and domestic relations court of the county. They shall 

7 devote their entire time to their judicial duties, shall not engage in 

" i) the practice of law and shall be paid a salary as provided by law.]"" 

1 ~I2. Section 4 of P. L.1982, c. 78 (C. 2A :4A-3) is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 4. a. The family court shall consist of [51] 53 judges. Each judge 

4 shall receive such annual salary as shall be fixed by law. 

5 b. The family court shall consist of the following number of 

6 judges from the listed counties who at the time of their appointment 

7 and any reappointment were residents of that county: 

8 Atlantic ' , , , , , , , ' 1 

9 Bergen . , , , ' , ' , ' 6 

10 Burlington 1 

11 Camden " ' , , ' , , , 4 

12 Cape May , , , ' , , , , , . , , , , , , , 1 

ExPLANATION-Matter	 enclosed in bold.faced brackets [thusl in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. . 

Mauer printed in italics thus is new matter. 
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows: 

"-Assembly amendments adopted January 5, 1984. 
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13 Cumberland 

14 Essex. . . . 

15 Gloucester 

16 Hudson 

17 Mercer 

18 Middlesex 

19 Monmouth . 

20 Morris. . . 

21 Passaic 
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25 c. In counties other than those in which the appointment of 

26 judges is provided by subsection b., the Supreme Court shall desig­

27 nate a Superior Court judge sitting in that county as the judge of 

28 the family court. 

29 d. '[1here shall be established in each county a court intake service, 

30 which shall have among its responsibilities the screening of juvenile 

31 delinquency complaints and juvenile-family crisis referrals. The 

32 intake service shall operate in compliance with standards estab­

33 lished by the Supreme Court, but in no instance shall the standards 

34 for personnel employed as counselors hired after the effective date 

35 of this act be less than a masters degree from an accredited institu­

36 tion in a mental health or social or behavioral scienees discipline 

37 including degrees in social work, counseling, counseling psychology, 

38 mental health, counseling or education. Equivalent experience is 

39 acceptable when it consists of a minimum of an associates degree 

40 with a concentration in one of the behavioral sciences and a mini­

41· mum of five years experience working with troubled youth and their 

42 families or a bachelors degree in one of the behavioral sciences and 

43 two years experience working with the troubled youth and their 

44 families. Intake personnel should also receive training in drug and 

45 alcohol abuse. 

46 e. Guidelines for the education and training of judges authorized 

47 to sit in the family court shall be established by the Administrative 

48 Office of the Courts and shall include familiarization with youth 

49 services available in the county in which the judge sits.]* 

1 *1. N. J. S. 2A :2-1 is amended to read as follows: 

2 2A :2-1. a. The Superior Court shall consist of not less than 

3 [322] 324 judges. Each judge shall receive such annual salary as 

4 shall be fixed by law. 
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b. (1) TThe Superior Court shall at all ti.mes consist of the fol­

lowing number of judges of each county who at, the time of their 

appointment and reappointment were r!'si(l[\nts of tllat county: 

Atlantic G 

Bergen 24 

Burlington 5 

Camden 14 

Cape May 3 

Cumberland 5 

Essex 26 

Gloucester 8 

Hudson 14 

Hunterdon 2 

Mercer 6 

Middlesex 16 

Monmouth 12 

Morris 11 

Ocean 8 

Passaic 14 

Salem 2 

Somerset 5 

Sussex 3 

Union [14] 16 

Warren 2 

(2) Additionally, a number of those judgps of the Superior 

Court satisfying tho residency requirelllL'nt~: set forth above equal 

to the numher of judges of the county aouLt authorized in each of 

tho counties on December 6, 1978 shall at all tirIll~s ,~it in the county 

in ,vhich they reside. 

2. Section 11 of P. L. 1983, c. 405 (C. 2A :2-1.3) is an10ncled to read 

as follows: 

11. a. Each county shall be responsible for 5050 of the cost of the 

salary of the ;judges of the ;juvenile and (lomestic relations courts 

or family court and county district courts transferred pursuant to 

this act until December 31, 1984. 

b. In any county where the required number of judges set forth 

in N. .T. S. 2A :2-l.b is increased after [December 31, 1983] 

January 17, 1984 and the number of judges aSAigned to the Superior 

Court to that county is thereby increased, the; county Allall be 

responsible for funding 100% of the cost of [any such position] 

the salary of any judge who has been assigned in the first year 

following the date of increase; 75% in tl18 second year; 50% in the 

third year; 25% in the fourth year; and in the fifth year, the State 
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PAGE SIX 

JANUARY 17, 1984 

S-1934, sponsored by State Senator John P. Caufield, D-Essex, which 

requires that public schools be subject to the "State Uniform Construction 

Code Act." This was a recommendation of the New Jersey Fire Safety Study 

Commission. 

8"3195, sponsored by State Senator' Willia.m 1,. Gormley t n···.Atlm1tic,. 

which increases the number of Superior Court Judges in Atlantic County 

from six to seven. 

8-3270, sponsored by State Senator Dfmiel .J. Dulton, D-Cfunden., which 

appropriates to the Department of Environmental Protection 20 percent of the 

annual revenue received in repayment of loans made from the Water Supply 

Fund. The money would then be used for additional low interest loans for 

the construction of new water supply systems or the extension of existing 

systems to replace contaminated wells. 

8-3587, sponsored by State Senator Wayne Dumont, R-Warren, which 

exempts from the State amusement game licensing fe~ any nonprofit 

association organized for the purpose of holding agricultural fairs and 

exhibitions if the proceeds from the games are used for charitable purposes. 

8-3773, sponsored by State Senator Raymond Lesniak, D-Union, which 

increases the number of Superior Court JUdges in Union County from 14 to 

16. 

# # # # 
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