March 12, 1870

LEGISLATIVE HISBTORY OF R.S., 44:4-31 et seq.
(Settlement and relief of poor)

For background on all poor law legislation in New Jerseyw,
saa:

J361.6 Stanton, Hartin ¥,

5732 History of public poor relief in '
New Jarsey, 1608-1334, poes ot esreusi®.  COPY NO. 3.

Report which recommended this legislation:

374,80 N.J. Pension Survey Commission (1939-31).
Puls Reports 1-~5,
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(Companion bill to A316 and A317).

(A316 died, A317 becames Chapter 219 of 1231).
Bill had statement (copy enclosad).
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.6 of any alleged insane, epi}eptic, feebl_e—'minded, idiotic, or other dependent person
7 under the provisions of any existing stat;Jtes or under any.statute relating to the
8‘ welfare of children 01;. to provide home life for dependent children, except that, the
1 9 funcfions end powers heretofore vested in and the duties required of and heretofore
10 exercieed by the overseer of the poor under the provisions of any exi'sting statgtes,
11 are transferred ‘to, vested in, and shall be exercised by the director of welfare under
12 the direetien-of the county welfare board. |
1 70. Any part or parts of this act which may be found to be invalid or
2 unconstitutional shall be severable, and the remainder of the act shall stand, and '
3 the provisions contained in this act shall not bevconstrued to be exclusive and shall
4 not be construed ;o repeal other .p?ovisions of the law mnot- incqnsistent herewith.
5 Any particulaf grant of power contained in this act shall be held to be in specifica-
6 tion but not m limitation of general powers. -
1 71. Nothing—in this aet, however, shall operate to repeal or nullify the provis-
2 ions of an act entitled “An act regulating the employment, tenure and discharge of
3 certain eﬂicers and employees ?f this State and of the various counties and munici-
4 palities thereof, and providing for a civil service commission and defining its powers
5 and duties,” approved April tenth, one thousand nine hundred and eight, and the
6 acts suppleenentary thereto and amendatory thereof. -

o 72. This act shall take effect January éecond, one thousand nine hundrediand

2 thirty-two. éé ?L ' él._. /
/9 3/ #3158

STATEMENT

)

This is the proposed revision of the present law for the settlement and relief of
the poor as recommended by the State Pension Survey Commxssxon to the present ses-
sion of the Legislature. The revision is designed to set up uniform county adminis-
trative units of dependency relief under the ddenomi‘nation of county welfare beards
throughout the State, in line with the action taken in many other states, the commis-

sion being convinced that such is the only practical method by which poor relief can
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Qomwswn, which sponsors tim above legzslauon.
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be administered consistently, uniformly and adequately throughout the State. Such a
recorﬁmenda.tion is also included in ti'xe report of the “Commission to Investigate
County and Municipal Taxatic;n and Expenditures” in the interest of economy and
efficiency of operation. Under this plan of administration, the responsibilities, func-
tions and duties of the office of overseers of the poor will be taken over by the county
welfare board in its jt;risdiction, and the county welfare houses under the supervision
of such county welfare boards wouid replace municipal alrﬁshouses and poor houses.'

The :a.bove proposed revision also eliminates complication and apparent impractical
methods of ad.mmzstratwe procedurc.

The obvious necessity of the proposed change to promote umformlty, economy
and adequa'cy of poor rehef and administration in New Jersey is readxly dxscermble

frc}pm ‘the context of Report Nuinber One, Part Two, of the State Pensxon Survey
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