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§1-C.'19:13-20.1 
- '. 

."~ P.L.1990. CHAPTER ,56; approved July 6, 1990 

I990S~nate No. 272 (First Reprint) 

1 AN ACT concerning primary electic)fisl, ,amending P.L~1988. 

2 'c.126,! and supplementing Title 19 of the Revised Statutes. 
.3 

.', - .4.. BE· ITENACTEb by the' Sencite ~!1d 'Ge~e~~1 Assembly. 'of the 

5 State of. New Jersey: , 
6 ,1. ,,'I(NewS'ection)I ,If there is no candidate ClOthe primary'
 
7' electior'i ballot of apolitical party for nomination for election to
 
8 a public office' jn the gene~al election mid no write-in cmldidate,
 

. 9 for nomination, for t~at office receives the minimum number of 
'10 , write-:in 'votes necessary for nominatiQn ata'pri,maryelection' I 

11 pursuant 'to sec'tion 1 of P.L,.4'981, c;24q, '(C.19: 14-2.1) and 
12 'R.S.19·:23-8.a' vacancy shall not be' deemed to exist' mid the 

" 

13PrOvisiqnsof R.S,19: 13~20 shall not be applicable. ' l 
14 12. Section 7 .of P.,L.1988, .c.126.(C.l.9:27-'-11.l) is· amended to 
15' ,', read as follows: , " , "." ' , ' 
16 ,7.' When any vaca,ncy happens in the Legislature otherwise than 
17 by expiration of tenn, it shall' be filled by election for the 
la'unexpired tenn only at the next general election occurring not. 

, 19 Jessthml5l days after the occurrence of th~vacancY. except
 
,20 ,that no such vacancy shall be filled at the general election which
 ... 21 immediatelyprecede~ the expiration of the term in which the
 
, 22 vacmlcy occurs. ' In the 'event a vacancy eligible to be filled by
 

23 " ',' electic;lOhereunrler occurs on or .before the sixth day preceding
 
24 , ' , the 'last .day for filing petitions fol' nomination ,for the primary
 
25 , ele9tion; ~ch petitions may beprepatedand filed for nomination
 
26 in that primary election in the manner prOvided by article 3 of
 
27, chapter 23bf this Title. In the event the v_acancyoccurs after
 
28 that sixth . day preceding the last day for filing petitions for
 
29 nomination for theprimaryel~ction, [or. if the vacancy ~ccurS on
 
30 or bef , ay ptB~e.dlng. theJasl day fur fIlmg petitions
 
31 for'TlOmihalion'for the'prlmaryelection but no such petition has
 
32 been filed with -respect to a giveI!'poUt~aLp.artYteach-political
 
33 . party, or that party· r;~ettiv'ely,] a political party- may select a . 

, 34 cmldidate for the office in question in U~e manner prescribed' in 
35 subsections a. mid b. of R.S.19:l3,,:2ii'for selecting candidates to 
36 ' fill, vacancies among cmldidates nominated at primary elections. 
37 A statement of such selection under R.S.19:l3-20 shall be filed 
38 with the Secretary 'of State not later thml the 48th day preceding 
39 the date, of the general election. 

--_.--_. ----- .... ­ - _.__.-------_. 

EXPLANATION-Hatter encli;sed in bold-faced brackets [thus]' in the 
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Hatter underlined ~ is new matter. 
~atter enclosed in superscript nUll\erals has,been adopted as follows: 

Senate SSG cOll1l1ittee amendments adopt,ed June 25. 1990. 
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·-1 Beside the selection of c~didat8s-by each-political party, 

2 candidates mayalsobe nominated by petition in a manner similar 
3 .' todirE!ct nominadon by petition for the general election; but if 
4 the candidate of any party to fill the vacancy wiIlbe chosen at a 
5 .primary .~leciio~. such peti.{ion.shi;lll be filed with the Secret~ry 
6 .ofState at least 55 days pdor to the 'primaryelection;'and if no 
7 candidafeof ahY PartywiH be chosen at a primary elecdon. such 
Ii petition shall be filed with the Secretary of State not later than 
9 12 0' cl~ck'noon of the day on which the firstselectio~ mee'ting 

10' by any party ishe1d Under this sectiont~ select a nominee to fill 
11 the vacancy. 
12 When the vacancy occ'urs in the Seo-ate or. Cener;a,l Assembly;" 
13 Hie county~lerkof eath coui1tY which is comprised in: whole or , , 

14 partiri the Senate br General AsSembly district shall forthwith' 
15 give notice thereof to the ~hainnan' of the county committee of 
16 each 'political. party and in cb~Iie~ 'of the fi:rst class to the 
17 ,'county board,; '. 
18 '. The county~ clerk shall print· on the ballots for the territory 
19' "affected, in the 'personal choice column, the title of· office and 
20 leave a proper spacelinder such title of ~ffice.; ,and print the title 

- ~, .. -_. ·-.---:..--''-·-21-'-.of~-.officec_'and_:.tlle riames '_oL_su..ch p.e_~ris as have .~een_ duly _ 
?2 .nominated, fu the'ir proper columns~1 . . . 
23. . . (cf: P.L.1988,c.12&; s; 7) 

24 1[2.13.1 this a~t shall take effect immediately.. 
25 
26 
i7 

.--_.... _-_.-:- .. _-- -----_ ..~~......" ..............---~. --" ,­

--_._---'----------­
ELECTIONS .. 

2.8 ' 
,29 Prohibits iJseof R.S.19:13-20 for choosing a candidate if no '~"'. 
30~;;mdidates ron ina primary election: and no write":in candidate . 

. 3.1-. .. _.Qualifies; and,elimina'tesd ts _use::in.CBtlatn::tnstances--ror ~~!JRI_'=a'r'te=---__-__-,_-.-.-------, 
32selectiori to fill legislative vacancy. 

'. 
Q 

.~, . 

i
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[FIRST REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 272 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUC'l'ION IN THE 1990 SESSION 

By Senator LYNCH 

1 AN ACT concerning primary elections1, amending P.L.1988,
 
2 c.126,1 and supplementing Title 19 of the Revised Statutes.
 
3
 
4 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
 
5 State of New Jersey:
 
6 1. 1(New section)1 If there is no candidate on the primary 
7 election ballot of a political party for nomination for election to 
8 a public office in the general election and no write-in candidate 
9 for nomination for that office receives the minimum number of 

10 write-in 'votes necessary fOf nomination at a primary election 
11 pursuant to section 1 of P.L.1981, c.246 (C.19:14-2.1) and 
12 R.S.19:23-8, a vacancy shall not be deemed to exist and the 
13 provisions of R.S.19: 13-20 shall not be applicable. 
14 12. Section 7 of P.L.1988, c.126 (C.19:27-11.1) is amended to 
15 read as follows: 
16 7. When any vacancy happens in the Legislature otherwise than 
17 by expiration of term, it shall be filled by election for the 
18 unexpired term only at the next general election occurring not 
19 less than 51 days after the occurrence of the vacancy, except 
20 that no such vacancy shall be filled at the general election which 
21 immediately precedes the expiration of the term in which the 
22 vacancy occurs. In the event a vacancy eligible to be filled by 
23 election hereunder occurs on or before the sixth day preceding 
24 . the last day for filing petitions for nomination for the primary 
25 election, such petitions may be prepared and filed for nomination 
26 in that primary election in the manner provided by article 3 of 
27 chapter 23 of this Title. In the event the vacancy occurs after 
28 that sixth day preceding the last day for filing petitions for 
29 nomination for the primary election, [or if the vacancy occurs on 
30 or before the sixth day preceding the last day for filing petitions 
31 for nomination for the primary election but no such petition has 
32 been filed with respect to a given political party, each political 
33 party, or that party respectively,] a political party may select a 
34 candidate for the office in question in the manner prescribed in 
35 subsections a. and b. of R.S.19: 13-20 for selecting candidates to 
36 fill vacancies among candidates nominated at primary elections. 
37 A statement of such selection under R.S.19:13-20 shall be filed 
38 with the Secretary of State not later than the 48th day preceding 
39 the date of the general election. 

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the 
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter underlined ~ is new matter. 
~atter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows: 

Senate SSG committee amendments adopted June 25, 1990. 
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1 Beside the selection of candidates by each political party, 
2 candidates may also be nominated by petition in a manner similar 
3 to direct nomination by petition for the general election; but if 
4 the candidate of any party to fill the vacancy will be chosen at a 
5 primary election, such petition shall be filed with the Secretary 
6 of State at least 55 days prior to the primary election; and if no 
7 candidate of any' party will be chosen at a primary election, such 
8 petition shall be filed with the Secretary of State not later than 
9 12 0' clock noon of the day on which the first selection meeting 

10 by any party is held under this section to select a nominee to fill 
11 the vacancy. 
12 When the vacancy occurs in the Senate or General Assembly, 
13 the county clerk of each county which is comprised in whole or 
14 part in the Senate or General Assembly district shall forthwith 
15 give notice thereof to the chairman of the county committee of 
16 each political party and in counties of the first class to the 
17 county board. 
18 The county clerk shall print on the ballots for the territory 
19 affected, in the personal choice column, the title of office and 
20 leave a proper space under such title of office; and print the title 
21 of office and the names of such persons as have been .duly 
22 nominated, in their proper columns. 1 

23 (cf: P.L.1988, c.126, s.7) 

24 1[2.] ~1 'This act shall take effect immediately. 
25 
26 

27 ELECTIONS 
28 

29 Prohibits use of R.S.19:13-20 for choosing a candidate if no 
30 candidates run in a primary election and no write-in candidate 
31 qualifies, and eliminates its use in certain instances for candidate 
32 selection to fill legislative vacancy. 



---

.SENATE, , Q. 272 .. 
-,-=----~. ..- ·~ATElJF1mhRSEy 

() 
_ ....: 

,1 AN ACTconc'enliri,g 'p~imary, electlo~ and' supplementing ~-Title 19, 
2 'of the'Revised Statutes'. ' 

. 3 ~ , 

. 4 , B,E 'iT, 'ENACt~D ~y thE:- -Se~at'eand' ·Geite~al.Asse·mbly.of ,the 
, - ",',.' -" - . - l' 

'5 , Stat~ C)/ Ne~ J~rsey:' " . J ' 
S· 'l~ . '1'£ -there i.s nQ' ca.ndidat~ on ,.the, primaFy~election'bMliit,of'" a 

'-? . polItical ,'party" for nomiriationfoOt· election 'to a' public ·'office ... "in ' . 
8. ' 'the" ge'nerai election '~d 'no' wnte-incarididat~, f~rnominatio~ for 

" g.. th~t .·offic~. rec~iyes theiriinimum·mmlb~r·of.write':'in~ote~ 
, 10, nec~ssaiy· .. 'or .: no~ina,t,ion at ~': pri~ary .:.elec.ti~n- .' p'!!SUant to 

1.,
·1.1 .sec~ioil,·,~., ,~f.'P~L.19~~,' (;'.?46· (C,~19:14~2~1) aDd ,R.S.19:23-8~ a 
12 ·'vacancysha'll, not ,b~e- Q,ee~ed' J'~ ._ exist and the '4'proV'isi~nS .of 

':·.13· 'R.;S. ~-9:13':"2'O 'shall riot be applicabie~ ," ".. , , . 
'14 2.' rhis' act",~a1;l take ,ef~ect'~mmedi~tely. 
15 

. : .~~.' .. ··--~··--ST-ATEtvfENl--' .-----.'.~'--~---:'.---"-~-'-'"--,-----------~ 
i '18, . ~r . . l 

ig --ThiS. bill p~vides,that 'if thereis no candidate on theptimary I 
• ··20 ..electionballot ofa political party for nomination for electionto! 

21 _a,p~bli~" 'office' .. in ther:ge~erale,~'ecti~n'and no w,rite--in .c.andidate I 
~ 

22' " for nomination. to. that-officHeeeiv~minimuIl1--miInbat--cif_ 
f. 

!
,;q.-, "!it. ,.,. - . , --.1 

.":23," ,.'. write--in_vo1~eGeSSary--fpt IIOlJlDlatton a~ a pnmary election, a I 
2.4. vacancy-'~shall ,not be deemed to exist and the provisionsofl 

. '25 ',R.S.19:13.~20 ,shall" not be applic·able. ·R.S.19:13~20, ."establishes j 

~ -";~'~-,-'"'-'-~, "_"_~ '.--'~-.2~he-pJ)oGedure·.for the filling of vacancies· aniongprimarg election I 
.27, ~ nominees., .~ 

. 28" 

29
 
'30 ." ELECTIONS
 
31 '..
 

32 Prohibits use' of R.S.19:·13-20 for choosjng a candidate if no 
33 candidates run in a primary ,election and no write-in candidate 
34 qualifies. 



SENATE STATE GOVERNMENT AND FEDERAL
 
AND INTERSTATE RELATIONS COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

SENATE, No, 272 
with Senate committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: JUNE 25, 1999 

The Senate State Government and' Federal and Interstate 
Relations Committee reports favorably and with committee 
amendments Senate, No. 272. 

This bill provides that if there is no candidate on a primary 
election ballot of a political party for nomination for election to a 
public office in a general election and no write-in candidate for 
nomination to that office receives the minimum number of write-in 
votes necessary for nomination at a primary election, a vacancy shall 
not be deemed to exist and the provisions of R.S.19:13-20 (which 
establishes a procedure for filling vacancies among primary election 
nominees) shall not be applicable. 

The bill also eliminates the use of the procedure under 
R.S.19:13-20 in selecting a candidate to fill a legislative vacancy at 
a general election if that vacancy occurs on or before the sixth day 
preceding the last day for filing petitions for nomination for the 
primary election (such a selection in these circumstances would be 
made at the primary election). 

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1990 session 
pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes 
required by technical review which has been performed. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS 

The committee amended the bill to eliminate the use of 
R.S.19: 13-20, for candidate selection to fill a legislative vacancy at a 
general election if that vacancy occurs on or before the sixth day 
preceding the last day for filing petitions for nomination for the 
primary election. 
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SENATE SSQ' COMMIttEE 

A'M EN ILMENTj 
to 

,", . SENATEt No.272 ­
(Sponsored by Senator Lynch) 

'a,&;PLACE UiltE TO REAp: 

:r~ 

J...... 

ADoPTED 
.~ 

JUN 2518~O 
.:~ 

1 
l
w 

l 
AN ACT ~onc~inihgprimary electi~ns1tamendingP.L.1988, c; 

. 126;1 and supplementfug Title 19~of the·Revised-.Statutes. 
'I 
,., 

R&;PLACE S&;c(PON ITQ'R&;ADj ~~ 

1. l(New sect10n)llf there is no candid*te' on the primary f 
.~ele_ction ballot ofa' politic~ party ,for nomination for electio~ to .. 
'.' 
.~

), a public' office in the general. election and no write~i.ncandida.t·e 
. .: . .' . cr", ~ . ' • :1 

, for nomination for that office receivesthemlnimum. nmnber of 
,.,.~write"..in votes necessary for nomination at a primary'election- . ~: 

pursuant to s~ction i ofP.i...1981,. c.246 (C.19:14,.-Z.1) and 4 
j

.R.S.19:23~8, a vacanCy~aIi not be deemed to. 'exist and . the ~\ 

.~-proviSions-Of~S".l9:ll-2ti.shall-liot-be-appli~la.--- -------~-
.~ 

_..' --- -~~- 1 

I
'il 

.... .lNSER-T NEW stCTION ZIP !tEAP; '. 

~'--"'~-:---'~' -":-~~ction 7 of P.L.1988,~.126(C.19:27-U.I)is amended to 
.\ 

- . " . 

. read as follows: ~ 
.~ 

7. ". When any vacaricyhappeDs~ the 'Legislature otherwise than 
a.- .... --- -- ------.by--.~iration of .term, it ~a.ll be filled Py election for the 
,~--+-~----'---'-'--------ltme,q)iredtexffi only at the next general election occurring- no-i 

. - . . ~. '. 

less than. 51 days. after the occurrence of the vacancy, except 

~at.noSuch vacancy shall be filled at the general election which 

iitunediat:elypre~edes the expiration of the term in which the 

vacancy occurs. In the eveIit a vacancy eligible to be filled by 
election hereUl'lderoccurs· o~ or before 'the ~ixth. day ,preceding . 

the.l~t day for filing p~titions for noniination for the primary 

eleGtion, such petitions may be. prepared and filed for nomination 
.~ ..

o 
~- in that prim~ election in the ma&ter provided by article 3 of
 

chapter 23 of this Title. In the event the vacancy occurs after
 

that sixth day pre"ceding the last d~ for filing petitions for
 

nomination for the primary elec:tion, [or- if the vacancy occuxs on
 

or before the sixth ~ay prececling the last day for filing petitions
 

for
 

" -\ 

.. ~, 



__

· 
•. ------:-­..--­ __ .:::..:..~ 

" '. 

_____L. .~ ----.-~, _" 0_' _ 

nomination for the pri.n1ary election but no such petition has .been 

fil~d'-with re"specttoa gi~enlX>litical p&rty, each politi<.:al party, 

-. ~rtlll~tP~;ty re~p~ctively,] ~'--politiCBi p~rti' may--selecf-a­
~--rsu~-=<i: ~ _~. ,!'.-' .-.... .q 

candidate for the office· in question in the manner prescribed in 
. : .. " ".... -----­

subsectionsa. and b. of R.S.19:13-20 for selectin~ candidates to 

nil vacancies ·among candidates' nominated at primary elections. 

A statement of such s~lection underR.S. 19:13-20 shall be filed. 

. with the Secretary of State .not..!~r than the 48th.daypre~eding 

. thedl,lt~ of the general electlOn.OCJ - .:. - . ­
, .....-1'.. . -. .­

RENUMBER SECTION 2 AS SECTION 3 . 

REpJ,.ACE SYNOPSIS TO READ;- -­

·Prohibits· use oLR,.S.19:13-20for. choosing a candidate if no 

·candidates run in -lJprimary election and no write:-in candidate 

qualifies, and eliminatesits use incertain instances for candid~te. . ~ . . . . . - .' .~ 

-selection tofiU legislative vacancy. 

Beside theselec~iqn of candidat~by eac~ political party, 'j 

cBilrn«;lates may also be nominated by peHti.on- in a manner .similar i. 
__.:c_ --- .'to'--dil'ecr~nOnmia-tioIl'~by--p-etition fbr:t-ne general electIon; but If-------i­

'. .l .. ' .., _ . . : ~ 

the candidate of any party to fill the vacancy will be chosen at a " 
PrlmaI1' election,suchpet*tion shall be filed with the Secret;aty .''~_;I'. 

------'\---'------:-t-t--iH-lSHltec..-a:(--lIBal;t-ab days priorto the primary election; and if no ~ 

candidate orany party will be chosen at a primary election, such f 
p~tition shall be filed with the Secretary of State not later than . -J 
12 0' clock noon of the day on ~JUchthe first selection meeting ~ 

by- any-p~.is=held7Und~r:-this----seCtion-t~el~et-a-nomin~~£iJ1~<~- --,--.----- . J 
~::~'vacancy occurs in the Senate or Gen~~~~bl~.-·-----1 

.the county clerk of each county which is comprised in whole or - j 
partm the Senate or' General Assembly district shall forthwith ~ 

- -' ~ 

give notice' thereof to the chainnan of the county corimiittee of ~ 
each pOlitical party' and in counties of the first class to the I 
county board.· .~ 

The county clerk shall print on"'the ballots for the territory j 
. - ;1 

affected, in the personal choice column, the title of office and ­

leave"a proper space under such title of office; and print the title 

of office and the names of such persons as have been duly 

nominated, in their proper columils.1 

(cf: P.L.1988, c.126, 5.7) 
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