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INTRODlTCI~D APR1L 11, 1960 

By Assemblyl1wn BEADLI~~~TON lind SALSBlTRU 

Rcf.'lTpd to COlllmittel' Oil ,J udieinry 

AN ACT concerning dl'llth b~' \\TolIg'ful Rct IIl1d HllIl'l\l1in~ Sl'l·tion 2A :31-4 of tho 

N(lW Jor~wy Rtlitutl1S. 

1 BE IT ENACTEIl by Ih,' ....,~I')Hl,k n·tl.d al-'/I·I:(/l..I~,~I.·)l/M!J of Ihf' ,I{Itlll' of NI'/I' 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 2A:31-4 ot' U)(\ New J(,l'HI'Y ~tiltl1tt':~ h: :l1lw;:d,.d l.,! "I':ld n" 

2 follows: 

3 2A :31-4. The amount rl'coverl'd in }lrocoouing'lol under lhil'l l~hlll'l.l'r l'lhllll 

4 be fOl' the exclusive ben(lfit of the perl'lOnH dep(llld('lIt 011 the d(,l'l'dl'nt nt. hil'l 

5 death entitled to take nny illtcstute pcr80nnl p,'o(ll'rty of the dl'e('dent, lund 

6 in tIle propol'tiolls in which t}wy nre olltitleu to tnkl' the flail\(\ If 1l1ly or the 

7 persons so entitled WCl'O IIOt dO}JOUUl'lIt on till' dl!Cl1dcllt Ilt hil'l denth, the ,'e­

8 maindcl' of the pel'sonll so (lntitl(lu 1:1111111 lllke t]\(l 14I1I1W Ill'! Ihol1~h they wel'e 

9 sole persons so cntith.1d. If :111 01' 11011(' of the IWI'HOllll HO 1'lItith'l] WI'I'e then 

10 dependlmt 011 him, th{ly IlhnlL nil tuke l\8 afol'l'sni<1.] jlnn'il/I'd, hOWI'I'I-", that 

11 if none of the persons I'nlitletl lu tllkl~ /1.11,11 i'l/.II'.~/lIll' IJf"'·~/J11/l1 IJI·oll/·J''.'J of Ihl' 

12 dee(!de7/.t were depelldl·f/.t II 1m1/. I he d l'I'I't!I'ul aI lIi.~ t!ell I It all .~ w'lt 1'1""'11))/.'1 .'1hall 

13 slwf'e in the amount n'covlTetl in IJrot:/'cdinf/s /lmll'r IhL'! l'1wpll.,. itt Ihl' PI'O­

14 port iOtIs in 1.clli('h I he!! are cllI illnl 10 Inke lllly i1lll'slnll' 1II'rSlJIl/u }lrtI/JtTI!I 

15 of Ihe decedenl. If Ihe UJII,Olt7/·1 Tt'(:ov/T/,/l in, p1'lJn'I't/intls /tll/h'T lliL,· chapla 

16 is t/il'idcd among Ihe p,'r8(J1/;; t!"}I/'ll-dr'1l1 1m 1//1' t/I'ITt/nli /1.1 his tll'alh it ...hnlllll: 

17 tliridctlin 811ch pro}J(J,,'io)/.~ a,~ .'IlIa.ii b,' ('lllIldlo 1//1' jJl'()}J()rlirJl/- Ihl/I I'at:l~ ;;uI,h 

EXPLANATION-MUller eneloMl'd in bold.furl'd hrurkl'llI [lhuM] ill Ihl' ubO\'e bill ill 1101 ('BUNed 
lind i.. iolt-oded 10 be oQlilled in tin' 11110'. 
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18 person would have derived from the total s'upport which would have been de­

19 rived from tke decedent by each of such dependents during the remainder of 

20 his life had he fUJt sufJered the injury on account of which the recovery had 

21 been 1tad. Thi.~ determination shall b,' '11ladi..~ O'tl the basis of need amT shall take 

2i into account but shall fI.Ot be limited necessarily to the age of the dependents, 

23 their physical and mental condition, present and future education, availability 

24 of other support and any other relevant factors that will lead to a fair and 
, . 

25 equitable apportionment of the amount recovered. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately, provided, howev('r', tIIat tllis act 

2 shall not govern the distribution of amounts recovered under N. J. S. 2A:31-1 

3 et seq. for injuries received prior to the effective date of this nct. 



ASSEMBLY COMMITT.Kb~ AM}<~NDMlj~NTS TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 17 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

ADOPTED MA Y :!, l!l60 

Amend page 1, section 1, 1ine~ 4 nnd .J, omit. "dflpl'ndl'nt on ntl' d,flcQdont 

at his death". 

Amend page 1, section 1, line 10, omit" providpd, hOWflVPt·, Umt", 

Amend pages 1 aud 2, section 1, litU'!'\ 11 to 25, oltlit pntit,t'ly l\u<1 ilHwrt; 

"find in the proportions in which they nre entitlmlto tnlw U\l' l'llUnt', H Ilny of 

the persons so entitled were dependent OIl tho dl'cp.<iont I\t hil'l donUt, t1wy l':lmll 

take the same as though they were solo }lC'I'SOnlol so entitled, in filndlpropor­

tions, as shall be determined hy the court without II jury, lind llS will rORnlt in 

1l. fair and equitabie apportionment of tl1<' . amount rocovered, ml1on~ them, 

taking into account in such determination, but not limit\Hl u('ce:-;sllrily thcrohy, 

the age of the dependents, their phYBicl\1 nnd ull'ntnl condition, Ute neco5f:1ity or 

d~sirability of providing them with educntionnl fncilitiof\, t.hl'il' finllncial con­

dition and the availability to them of othOl' menns of BllPIlOr(;, \WCHcnt !Lod fu­

ture, and any other relevant fnetors which will contribute to n rni I' nnll cquitnhle 

apportionnlCnt of the amount recovered.... 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 17 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED APRIL 11, 1960 

By Assemblymen BEADLF,STON nnd SALSBURG
 

Referred to Committee on Judie.iary
 

AN ACT concerning dcnt.h hy wroug-fut net. Ilud IlIll(,l1(1iU~ ~ectioll 2A :31-4 of tho
 

New J(\r6(\y St.nt.utes, 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the St'natc a.nil Gctu"'al .4.'1se1nllly of the Slate of New 

2 Jerseu: 

1 1. Sectian 2A:31-4 of HII' New ,101'•.;(\y StatuteB is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

2A ~31-4. The amount recovol'od in proce(\dingll nndel' this cha.pter shnll 

4 be for the exclusive benefit of the perl'lOIl!'i [<1('p"1I(1ent on the d£!oedont at Ws 

5 dt'ath] entitled to takn any iutpRt.at<, pt'l'sOMl p"opel'ty of the decedent, [and 

6 in th(! proportions in which they aro entitled to t,~;:e tlte samc, If nny of the 

7 persons BO entitled were not dependent on the decedent at his donUt, the ro­

8 mainder 1)£ the persons so entitled shall take the same ftB though they woro 

9 sole persons so ontitlod. If nIl 01' nono of tho porsons RO NlliUcd WOI'O then 

~I\ dependent on him, tIl<')" 1'1hall all takP lUi llforcRllid.] [provided, howl. .T, • ,o.."t 

11 ij ://.;!i! of the persons entitled to take any intestate 1u','sonal property 0/ ii,·(' 

12 decedcntt:">re dependent upon the decedent at his death all ,~uch persotl..q ,qluUl 

13 share in the a·mount rer:ovcred in procrcditl.gs under Ihis rha.pler i,~ the pro. 
'i 

14 portions in which they are eutitled to take any intl'state personal property 

15 of the decedent. If Ikc Ililnount· rccol)l~rcd in proccedit~g.~ under t1ti.~ chapte" 

16 is divided a.mong the pe,'sons rlermulenf on the dl'I'ct!ctd a,t hi.~ death it shaU be 

17 divided in SUel,. propor! ions a.~ sltall be t'llual to the propOl·Uon that each such 

ExPUNA.TION-Mall~p~D('ln..... in h.. Ir\.(o....d hro..kelH [Ihu.] in 1I1c.hove 1.11\ I. nol .,n...,.,d
 
aad I. lalended 10 be omltlcd In dla law.
 

I 
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18 person would have deri·ved from the total support which would have been de­

19 rived from the decedent by each of such dependents during the remainder 0/ 

20 ki.s life had he not suffered the injury on account of which tke recovery had 

21 been. had. This determination shall be made on t1~e basis of need and shall take 

22 into account but shall not be limited necessarily to the age of the dependents, 

23 their physical and mental condition, present and future education, availability 

24 of other support and any other relevant factors that will lead to a fair atnd 

25 equifnblc a.pportionm.ent of the amount r{'('overed.) and in the proportions in 

26 u·hich they are entitled to fake the same. 11 any of the persons so entitled 

27 we"e dependent on tlle decedent at hi.~ death, they shall take the same as 

28 thOltllh they were sole per.f(ons so entitled, in such. proportions, a·s .'1hall be de­

29 termined by the court without a jury, and as will result in a fair and equita­

30 ble aP1JOrtionment of the amount "ecovered, among them, taking into account 

:n it& Sitch determination, but not limited necessarily thereby, thc'Gge of the 

32 ,1(lI"mdenf.l?, their physical and mental condition, the necessity or desirability 

33 of providi.tg them with educational !a("ilil;es, their lin.a.ncial condition and 

34 the availability to them 0/ other means 01 supl'urt, present and future, and 

35 afty other relevQ.tlt facto.·s which win contribuit> to a fair and equitable ap­

36 portionment of tlte amount recovered. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately, provided, howevel'! that this act 

2 shall not govern the distribution of amounts l'ccovcrcd under N. J. S. 2A :31-1 

3 at seq. for injuries received prior to the effective date of this aot. 
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