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Sponsor's statement: 

The purpose of this bill is to reduce the primary petition signature requirement 
in single election district municipalities so that all candidates can receive the 
required number of signatures. Under the working of the present law, certain 
situations can occur that make it impossible for a candidate to attain enough 
signatures. 
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CHAPTER...L'L.if. LAWS OF N. J. 19...B1 
APPROVED C(L:8.L .­

[OFFIOIAL OOPY REPRINT] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1947· 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUOED JULY 28, 1980 

By Assemblyman GORMLEY 

Referred to Oommittee on State Government, Federal and
 

Interstate Relations and Veterans Affairs
 

AN ACT concerning elections and amending R. S. 19:23-'-8. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 19 :23-8 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :23-8. The petitions for candidates to be voted for by the 

3 voters of a political party throughout the entire State shall in 

4 the aggregate be signed by at least 1,000 such voters; in the case 

5 of candidates to be voted for by the voters of a political party 

6 throughout a congressional district by at least 200 of such voters; 

7 in the case of candidates for the Senate and General Assembly 

8 at least 100 such voters; in the case of candidates to be voted for 

9 by the voters of a political party throughout a county or any county 

10 election district, by at least 100 of such voters; in the case of 

11 candidates to be voted for by the voters of a political party 

12 throughout a municipality having a population in excess of 14,000 

13 as ascertained by the last Federal census by at least 50 of such 

14 voters; in the case of candidates to be voted for by the voters of a 

15 political party throughout all other municipalities or any ward 

16 of any municipality by at least 25 of such voters; in the case of a 

17 candidate to be voted for by the voters of a political party within 

18 a single election district by at least 10 of such voters *[but, the 

19 'number of signers to any petition need not exceed 5% of the total 

20 vote cast by the voters at the last preceding primary election held 

21 for the election of that party's candidates to the General As­

21A sembly]*. 

22 *[In municipalities containing but one election district the peti­

23 tions in the aggregate need not be signed by more than 10 of such 

24 voters, and the number of signers to any such petition in any case 

25 need not exceed 5% in number of the total vote cast by such voters at 

ExPLANATION-Matter	 enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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26 the last preceding [general] pritnary ele~tion, held for the election 

27 of all [of the members of the] that party's candidates to the 

28 General Assembly, in such municipality, ward or election district, 

29 as the case may be.]"" 

30 "" N()twithsta1tding the above provisions, in the case of petitions 

31 for candidates to be voted for by the voters of a political party 

32 throughout any municipality~ward, or election distric( the number 

33 of sigt~ers of any such petition tlW'y be fewer than the minimum 

34 number specified above but shall be at least 5% in number of the 

35 total vote cast by the voters of that political party at the last 

36 preceding prinwry election held for the election of that party's 

37 candidates for the General Assembly. Itz, no case, however, shall 

38 there be fewer than one signer of any such petition.* 

1 2. This act shall take effect January 1 next following its 

2 enactment. 
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ASSEMBLY STATE GOVERNMENT, FEDERAL AND
 
INTERSTATE RELATIONS AND VETERANS
 

AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1947 
'with A:;s~mhly committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DAT"BJD: NOVEMBER 10, 1980 

'1'his bill reduces the minimum llumber of signers of petitions for 

candidates to be voted. for by voters of a political ]Jarty throughout a 

municipality, ward, or electioll district. At present, 5~~) of the total 

vote cast in the last general election for the members of the General 

AssemlJly is the miuinlUlll ; under this bill, 5% of the total vote cast by 

the voters of a llolitical party at the last primary election to select 

candidates for the General Assembly would be the minimum, with at 

least one sigller on a petitioll required. 

'rhe }JUl'pose of' this hill is to eliminate situations occuring under the 

present law which make it illll.lOSsible for a candidate to attain enough 

signatures. 

COMMITTI<:E AMI<:NDMENTs 

The committee amellded the bill to eliminate the confusion created 

by the language of the present law and to express more clearly the 

changes made by this amendatory hill. 
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FOf~ lr-l>lEOII\TE REU lIS: 

JutiE 11, 1981 

Gover'nor Brend~n Byme today si~Jnec1 th(: 

A-2163, spons01"ed by Assemblyman R'j eha I'd 

pj'ovides a $75,000 fiscal yeaj,'1931 supplemental 

fOnO·..lin~1 bins: 

VGll t':agn2)' (l)-j')0;}iwuth), \·;hich 

Gp~)l'opri~d:ion fClt'the 

IIAgent Orange Commission," \·:hich \'las established in 1979. 

5-1592, sponsored by Senator John Gregorio (Union), \'lhich permits 

the Commissioner of Banking, through regulation, to grant State savings banks 

the same pO\lJers currently possessed by federal mutual savings banks. 

A-1947. sponsored by Assemblyman In 11 i am Gorm1 ey (R-P,tlant"ic), \'lhich 

reduces the required number of signers of petitions for minority party 

candidates in an essentially one-party municipality, ward or election district. 

It \'/Ould prevent the technical p-Jssibilityof the la\'1 n:~quil·ing more signatm"es 

than available eligible signers. 

Current la\-I generally j'equires primary candidates in municipalities 

\·tith populations of more than 1L'r,000 to have 50 sigi1atu"fes. Prim2lry candidat~s 

in other ~unicipalities of more than one election district or in allY ~ard of 

a municipality need 25 sign3.tures. Election district cundidates need only 

ten signatures. In single district municipalities petitions also need only 

ten signatures. 

HO\'/ever, the current. 1a\·/ never requires that numb21~ of sigrntm'es to 

exceed five percent of the total vote cast in the last 9~nf~'I'ul ch:ction for 

members of the Assembly. 

Under the bi 11, i n~tead of five percent of th2 toli~1 vote C()<)t in 

a general elect.ion, a n!'in'iflllln1 of f'ive percent of thC(l(lt'ly vote 'in the 

prccec!';ngprirrlCJry for r:1C';l1ber~; of til() !\ss(',nbly is cst(!bl'jsh~d. Tht~ri~ h ,I on;~ 
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