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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF R.S. 2A:151-41
(Carrying concealed weapons)

L. 1924, Chapter 137 - A255
January 22 - Introduced by Hirshfield.
February 12 - Amended on 3rd reading.
February 12 - Passed in Assembly.
March 7 - Passed in Senate.
March 12 - Approved, Chapter 137.
Statement: copy of original bill with statement attached.
Amended; copy of Assembly Minutes with amendments attached.

L. 1925, Chapter 64 - S59
January 29 - IntDoduced by Case.
February 3 - Passed in Senate.
March 2 - Passed in Assembly.
March 12 - Approved, Chapter 64.
Not amended during passage.
Statwep~ads as follows:

All that this act does is to make Chapter
137 of the laws of 1924 conform to the amendments
that were incorporated into the act by the Legis­
lature, prior to the passage thereof, but, through
mistake, were not published as a part thereof.
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L. 1926, Chapter 270 - A403
February 16 - Introduced by Mr. Wise.
March 8 - Passed in Assembly.
March 25 - Amended.
March 25 - Passed in Senate.
March 25 - Passed with Senate Amendment in Assembly.
March 29 - Approved, Chapter 270.
Statement: copy of original bill with amendment attached.
Amended: copy of Senate journal with amendments attached.

L. 1934, Chapter 74 - A394
April 9 - Introduced by Fort.
April 9 - Passed in Assembly.
April 10 - Passed in Senate.

I April 12 - Approved, Chapter 74.
Not amended during passage.
Statement reads as follows:

The purpose of this act is to authorize the
Commissioner of Alcoholic Beverage Control and
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his assistants to carry firearms, inasmuch
as they are officers with the powers of
arrest and it is desired that the statute
which permits police officers to be armed
be made uniform with the extension of
like powers to the Commissioner.

1937 Revision - All three drafts give wording exactly the
same as old Title 2:176-41. But new title changed wording:

Except as hereinafter provided, [a] any
person who [shall carry] carries in any
automobile, carriage, motorcycle or other
vehicle, or concealed on or about his clothes
or person, or otherwise concealed in his
possession:
(Two following sections unchanged).

L. 1960, Chapter 26 - A183
January 18 - Introduced by Mrs. Hughes.
March 28 - Passed in Assembly.
April 25 - Passed in Senate.
May 12 - Approved, Chapter 26.
Not amended during passage.
No statement.

L. 1966, Chapter 60 - A165
See legislative history of 2A:15l-l.

L. 1968, Chapter 307 - S848 2A:15l-4l
June 13 - Introduced by Giuliano & 5 others.
June 20 - Passed in Senate.
June 24 - Passed in Assembly.
September 26 - Approved, Chapter 307.
Not amended during passage.
No statement.

Se e

JH/PC

,
1-... ..
'/



2A:1S1-41

- 3 -

L.1966, Chapter 60 § 7 A165

Jan. 24 - Introduced by Brady, McLeon and Policastro.
May 16 - Passed in Assembly, amended.
May 31 - Passed in Senate.
June 3 - Approved.

Statement to A165 enclosed.

Governor's statement on signing enclosed.
Original and amended versions of A165, § 7 enclosed.

974.90
W362
1966

J344.05
C581

A public hearing on A165 was held by the Assembly
Committee on State Government on March 2, 1966.

Citizens Committee for Firearms Legislation (NJ)
Report on study for revisions of 2A:151
weapons and explosives (12/10/65) (revised
2/8/66).

See extensive collection of newspaper clippings in NJ vertical
File -~ NJ Firearms --1966. A few of these clippings have been
photucopied and are enclosed.

Amended by:

L.1973, C.174, ~ 1 S653

Feb. 14, 1972 - Introduced by Rinaldo, Epstein, Dodd, Brown,
Bate, Italiano.

March 20, 1972 - Passed in Senate.
March 26, 1973 - Passed in Assembly.
June 8, 1973 - Approved, Chapter 174, 1973.

No sponsor's statement of purpose.

Not amended during passage.

Senate Law, Public Safety and Defense Committee issued statement
to S653 (copy enclosed).

deleted " •.• narcotic or nonnarcotic drug or who is registered
as a narcotic drug offender under P.L. 1952, C.230 •.. "

and added " •.. coptrolled dangerous substances as defined in
article 2 of P.L. 1970, C.226 (C.24:21 - et seq.)

No hearings or reports discovered.

See NJ Vertical File for newspaper clippings.
NJ Firearms--1967 to 1973.



..................-.loo""ll

.2 A; I 5" I - ttl I ::X::I
L.f'bo, (.. t.~

hS A-255, JCill. 22, 19~4 by Mr. Hershficld.

This bill, Hh~ ell h~s the r.:')prov.1 of t,he
fircnr"'1s in~lustr:r of the Uni ted ~)t, tes ('.$ well
flS the ?~·.t,r?lT1Cn'~: Benevolent f.::3~oci~:t.lon of ~.e\-1

Jersey, ?C'~itD tho .0sscsRion of r8volvoro fnd
at, r werpons in bo.eo and buRtneG5 places ~ith­

out permit.

~ry 19, 1925 by Hr. C see

o( /C' y
Do Net Remove From Library

• ("uced 8,5 S-6, Jr·nur.,ry 13, 1925 by ·~r. 1-1:.:c ·r.'
v!t1S . !)1c~ded during p~ss.ige.

Its :'lnr;J030 in to pr0v"nt the C~I'r-~rinf! of con­
cealed ":0(. ~on3 on tho hirr,h ....·.. 'ys I.mo. thor pu ' ic
placeD by Jl'r'son not lege 11y cmt t er. so to do
8.S provided by tte krmG of the b 1_ or to stlch
per~ona rs may TOCUTe pcr-r.its, w. i her. mtdc
eaS"J t.o abt.~in by pro (.'rly; £..cl'reui t 'd

1. The I~urpose of this e:cen(11".1'!:nt is to l~hke

it l€...:ful to c~rry . rifle ot' ".hot. gun in un ['.uto­
mohile or other vehicle. }\ cht lfl\\' rc(. -s E1t
presE'nt it 13 l\ r.d::d ;1J8lmOr to c 'rry (\ r:n, or
shot frun in un 1J\lt}1omobilc or other vehicle. Other
6ect:ton~1 of t.he ~t.d.ute r;Jr,kc provision for obtnining
8. ~}/3!1l?i t +"'0 c ,tTy n. concenled HertpOn, but tbere i ..... no
\>lny 'Orovil~f1C: for the 1!l1trfu1 c"rrying of 8. riflo or r.hot
/;tUn in It conveyn ce of DJ ".l }:::ind. 'I"':::£3 rmenden 2cctlon
no : !-l0rm~ ta the CJ rrying of gun, rifle or knife in th£J
",oons or fiElldG or u',on the \'I'fltars of the St~·te for
huntin~ or nfle prfi.ctice, 'but it is .' miade!r.olJnor to

All that
137 of the

Not fmended

No stF.:tC'l1cnt on

Lm,,' 19~('1 Ch~._tor no - Introduced c.s A-403, February 16, 1926 by rf,r. \<;is
This bill hDd stntcment.

1nws 19~~, Ch~~t0r A4 - Introduced
This bill had statement.
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change to I:lake
l. ntacod~nt clause.

exactly ~~p. came sod Title

7. )not ar 'U~jORe of
the privilege of ccrryinf,~~~~~

pla. n clothes men of nrJ.n~

trnnE,ort eun or rifle in n y convnycnc thcr then
in the Kood2 or fielrle o. m t. e \o,"'tc s of t.he St: to.
To l"or :." t h ntnra .':nd riflpr;:f·n to CI rry Ule r .r::lS

l.,vlfull'r." t:) 'LllC ;,1£' 0::; Fhe e tl ey intend to use ~'1em,

the ~mE:n(lr1f:mt I rovid~3 thHt t C3 net 8.1,,1 not [:.p~ly

to po son:; ht.vinG Co hut ter l s . ic(mz~ or to p'n'~one

\:iho (jrfl rno""bors of f:0Vernblcnt civ linn rifle cl:.lb~.

Civil1en rl Ie c"ubs are under Fe"E'r 1 IiJ • _t'vlsion,
conduc rifle rr- ctice in , ceord! nee ",,1 t.~ rulE's .. n
re(;Ulr,tions 0 ... t.he ~{rreDeprrtwC'nt ~n(j recei.v arms
and (l;':i'11.1nttion .... ron t.'1e \·;::.r Dc ". rtl71ont. The' tire doing
Ii "lOrk th't the go'! 'rn ~nt doe everything pos ible
to enco' Yr.·Ge, EnJ our .A,f,te Ifni our.ht t.o coopcrl",te
to the extent 0 po~mittin~ U1e Cf ;ing of the necess.r7
arms.

. ~innftcr ovided, /;/ani person who
lJ li 1 I c'~rr... es in nny ~1Utomobile, cl'".rriabe,
rnotorc. .l.e or other vehicle, or concenlen on or
·bout his clothes or person, or othcMS._ conceded

WClS ~cnded during aC~l.\ge.

1937 t\0vi sinn
2:176-41. But new

in his ~offe~sion:

(Two following soctions une. L'naed)

v ttl "8 19&0. r.h.fL. ter 2G - Introtl ce-d J}.~nUl·r... 5, !.960 by l-lrs. Huehos.
No atstenent. rot en nded during po.ssnge. "1' , , t. ;

( 'I; )". I. j • r .., ...,.... J.' f '; I •
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INTRODUCED JANUARY 18, 1960

By Assemblywoman HUGHES

Referred to Committee on Public Safety, Defense and Veterans Affairs

AN ACT concerning the carrying of concealed weapons and amending section

2A :151-41 of the New Jersey Statutes.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and G~neral Assembly of the State of New

2 Jersey:

1 1. Section 2A :151-41 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 2A :151-41. Except as hereinafter provided, any persoll who carries in

4 any automobile, carriage, motor cycle or other vehicle, or concen.led on or

5, about his clothes or person, or otherwise concealed in his possession:

. I

.. ' 6 a. A pistol, revolver or other firearm without first having obtained a

7 permit to carry the same in accordance with the provisions of this chapter; or

8 b. Any instrument of the kinds known as a blackjack, slung shot, billy,

9 sandclub, sandbag, bludgeon, metal knuckles, cestus or similar leather band

10 studded with metal for fitting on the knuckles, loose wool impregnated with

11 metal filings, or razor blades imbedded in wood slivers, dagger, dirk, danger-

12 ous knife, stiletto, bomb or any high explosive, .other than fixed am-

13 munition-

14 Is guilty of a misdemeanor.

..

/

1 2. This act shall take.. effect immediately. ,.
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LEGISLATI\~ HISTORY OP R.S.2A:151-44 

(Denial of application; hearings, appeals) 

L.1924 e.l3'. See legislative history of R.S.2A:15l-41 
(enclosed) 

Amended by: 

L.1925 C.64. See le9isla~iv& history of R.S.2A:151-41 
(enc~osed) 

L.1932 - C.6l ­
February 1 
March 21 ­
April 4 ­
April 11,. ­

567
 
- Introduced by Stewart.
 
Passed Senate.
 

Passed in Assembly. 
Approved, Chapter 61. 
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Not amended .. 
Statement (copy encl.oaed). 

L.1933 - C.329 
June 5 ­
June 12 ­
Jlli,e 21 ­

June 21 ­
June 26 ­

- Committee Substitute 5397 - A524 • 
Introduced by Fort • 
Passed in Assembl¥_ 
Joint committee substitute with 5397, 
passed in Senate. 
Passed in Assembly. 
Approved, Chapter 329. 

Copies of both of these bills (A524 and 5397) and 
the Committee Substitute are enclosed. 

~ 1937. Revision - The wording of this secl:iona8 ~ U) 0::: not change in any of the three drafts. 1j;; f , , 
-t--' copy is enclosed of this section from th6 -"'e>J'Oo 0" first draf;!::. There were no revisQrs0.,. Zw..J o L.1939 C.32l - 1\351 o
 o February 27 - Introduced by HU11tington.
 

Hay 15 - Passed in Assembly.. 
August 3 - Passed in Senate. 
August 8 - Approved, Chapter 321. 
Not amended during passage. 
Statement (copy enclosed). 
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1951. Revision of Title 2 to 2A. -' g -< 
No revisors notes; no suggested change~ ~ 
copy of draft which passed as introdu~ '- .J 
is enclosed. 0= 0 
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\ L.1966 C.60 -See legislative history of R.S.2A:lSl-l 
. (enclosed). 

Hearings and reports: 

~ 
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MG/EH 
Enclosure 

New Jersey Citizens Committee for 
Firearms Legislation. 

Report on study for revisions of 
2A:ISI. Weapons and explosives. 
Belle Meade, New Jersey 1966. 
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SENATE~ No. 67 
(P. L. 1924, p. 306) 

(P. L. 1925, p. 186) 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 1, 1932 

By Mr, STEWART 

Referred to Comm ittee on J ucliciary 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled "A furthe l' supplement to an act entitled 'An act for 

the punishment of crimes' (Revis.ion 0 f 1898), approved June fourteenth, one 

thousand eight hundred and ninety-eig ht," which supplementary act was approved 

:March eleventh, one thousand nine h undrec1 and twenty-four, approved March 

twelfth, one thousand nine hundred an cl twenty-five. 

1 B~ IT l~NAc'r~D by thc Scnatc and GCl/eral Asscmbly of the State of Ncw Jcrsey: 

1 1. Section two of the act of which t his act is amendatory be and the same is 

2 hereby amended so that the same shall read as follows: 

3 2. Any person dcsirous of obtaining a permit to carry a revolver, pistol or other 

4 Ii rcarm, pursuant to the provisions of t his act, shall in the first instance make ap­

5 plication therefor either to the chief police official of the municipality in which the 

6 applicant residcs or to the sheriff of the county wherein the applicant resides. If such 

7 application is approved by the chief police of-ficial or by the sheriff, as the case may be, 

8 the applicant shall then prescnt such application, so approved as aforesaid, [to a Com1l10n 

9 Picas judge of the county or to thc juslice o[ the SUj>rel\\e Comt or to the judge 

10 lwldillg" the circuit [or the eoullty] to the justice of the Supreme Court presiding in 

11 the county, or to a Common Pleas judge of the county in which the applicant is 

12 resident, who, after investigation, and being satisfieu of the sufficiency of the applica­

13 .tion, and of the need of such person carrying concealed upon his person, a revolver, 

14 pistol 0T other firearm, shall issue a permit therefore, which permit so issued shall be 
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IS ~lI1Jject to revocation at any time thereaftl:r hy the ju,;tice of the Supreme C(Jurt 

16 presiding as aioresaicl. or by the judge of the Court of COllllllon Pleas. A permit so 

Ii issued pursuant to the provisions of this act is sufficient authority for the holder 

18 thereof to carry concealed upon his person a re\'o]v('r, pistol or other firearm in all 

19 parts of the State of ~ ew Jersey. [All permits issued pursuant to the provisions 

20 of this act shall expire on the thirty-fir st clay of December subsequent to the clate 

21 01 is,;ue, and IlIay thereafter be renewed for a period of iJxe years.] All permits 

22 issued pursuant to the prOVISions of this act shall cxpire on the thirty-first clay of 

23 December suLsequent to the clate of issue, and may thereafter be alll1I1ally rene\\'cd in 

2-+ the same manner aud subject to the same provisions by which the original permit 

25 was obtained. An applicant for a permit. pl11'suant to the provisions of this act, 

26 shall at the time of the granting of the ,;ame pay to the clerk of the county in 

27 which he resides, and in which the application is macle. a license fee of one dollar. 

28 The prosecutor of the pleas of any county. the chief police official of any. mu­

29 nicipality and/or any citizen may apply to the justice of the Supreme Court, or a 

30 judge of the Court of Common Pleas of the county wherein suel1 permit was issued, 

31 at any time for a revocation of a penni t heretofore issued, and the justice of the 

32 Supreme Court, presidiilg as aforesaid, or a judge of the Court of Common Pleas, 

33 are authorized and empowered, after hearing upon notice, to revoke any permit, so 

3-+ as aforesaid issued. No person whose permit has been revoked, pursuant to the pro­

3S visions hereof, sllall thereafter be issued any permit ).lnder the provisions of this act. 

36 Anv violation of this act shall be. deemed a high misdemeanor and punished 

37 accordingly. 

1 2. This. act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

The purpose of this act is to strengthen the supplement to the Crimes Act pursuant 

to which revolver permits are issued, by reducing the period for which a permit is 

issued from five years to one year; fixing an anllual licellse fee; providing for the 

revocation of permits so issued, and for the punishment of offenders against the act. 



SEf'1i1v.-rE, No. 397 
(Chap. 61, P. L. 1932) 

STATE OF NEVV JERSE~Y
 

I~TRODUCED }IAY 22, 1933 

By Mr. DuRAND 

Referred to Committee on }Iiscellaneous Business 

Ai ACT to amend an act entitled" An act to amend an act entitled' A further 

supplement to an net entitled "An act for the punishment of crimes" (Re­

vision of 1808), apprO\"ed .Tune fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and 

ninety-eight,; which supplementary act was approved }Iarch eleventh, one 

thousand nine hundred and twenty-four," approved March twelfth, OIle thou­

sand nine hundred and twenty-five. 

1 BE IT EXACTED &!J the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section two of the act of which this act is amendatory be and the 

Z same is hereby amended so that the same shall read as follows: 

3 2. Any person desirous of obtaining a permit to carry a revolver, pistol 

4 or othe1' lirearm, pursuant to the provisions of this act, shall in the first in­

5 stance make application therefor either to the chief police official of the mu­

6 nicipality in which the applicant resides or to the sheriff of the county where­

7 in the applicant resides. If such application is approved by the chief police 

8 official or by the sheriff, as the case may be, the applicant shall then pre­

9 sellt such application, so approved as aforesaid, to the [justice of the Su­

10 preme Court presiding in the county, or to a common pleas judge of the 

11 county in which the applicant is resident] superintendent of the New Jersey 

12 SLJte Police, wIlc) , after inw~stigation which shall include obtaining the 1"in­
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14 sllfilciency of the application, aud of the Heed of sudl person carrying< COlJ­

15 cealed upon his person, a revolver, pistol or other {hearm, shall issue a permit 

lei therefor, \yhich permit so issued shall be subject to revocation at any time 

17 thereafter by tho justice of the SuprOllle Court presid in.~· [[l s aforosai<1] ill 

18 tho county in which the" applicant is resident, or by the judgo of the court 

19 of common pleas of the county in which the applicant is resident, or by the 

20 superintendent of the New J erS<7Y State Police. A permit so issued pursu­

21 ant to the provisions of this act is sufficient authority for the holder thereof 

22 to carry concealed upon his person a revolver, pistol or other firearm in all 

23 parts of the S.tate of New Jersey. All permits issued pursuant to the provi­

24 sions of this act shall expire on the thirty-first day of December subsequent 

25 to the date of issue, and may thereafter be annually renewed [in the same 

26 manner and subject to the same provisions by which the original permit was 

27 obtained] by direct application to the superintendent of the New Jersey State 
, 

28 Police. ~~n applicant for a permit, pursuant to the provisions of this act, 

29 shall at the time of granting of the same pay to the [clerk of the county in 

30 which he resides,] Xe\\' Jersey State Police for the State of New Jersey 

31 [and in which the application is made,] a license fee of one dollar. The 

3:2 prosecutor of the pleas of any county, the chief police official of any munici­

33 pality and/or any eitizen may UIJply to the justice of the Supreme Court, or 

34: a judge of the court of common pleas of the county wherein such permit 

35 [was issued] originated, or to the superintendent of the Yew Jersey State 

36 Police, at any time for a revocation of a permit heretofore issued, and the jus­

37 tice of the Supreme Court, presiding; as aforesaid, of a judge of tho COUl't 

3n,~ of common pleas, or the snperintendent of the New .Jerse)' State Police, are 

:':;0 autlJOl'lzc<1 allll clnpowerec1, after hcarin~' upon llolicc, to rcvoke any permit, 

3:) so as aforesaid issuecl. Xo perSOll whose permit has been revoked punmant 

40 to the provisions hereof, shall thereafter be issued any permit under the pro­

41 visions of this al'!. AllY violation or thi:s ad shall be deemod a high misde­

42 rneanor and jJuui:sLc(l accordingly. 
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STATE:\IENT 

'l'llis "llllelH}mellt is proposed to prevont criminals ana persons known to 

have llO legitimate use for concealed firearms from obtaining a permit as au­

tllOrizea uuder tle present act. 

---------------~~-----" 

~---==:::============================
 



1 

ASSEMBLY, No. 524 ~ 
(P. L. 1932, Chap. 61, p. 92) S~J17 

OF NEW JERSEY
 

I~TRODUCED JUNE 5, 1933 

By 1iT. FORT 

Referred to Committee on Economy and Reorganization 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled" An act to amend an act entitled' A further 

supplement to an act entitled" An act for the punishment of crimes" (Re­

vision of 1898), approved June fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and 

ninety-eight,' which. supplementary act was approved March eleventh, one 

thousand nine hundred and twen ty-four," approved Marc11 twelfth, one 

thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, approved April eleventh, one thou­

sand nine hundred and thirty-two. 

BE IT EXACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section two of the act of which this act is amendatory be and the 

2 same is hereby amended to read as follows: 

3 2. Any person desirous of obtaining a permit to carry a revolver, pistol 

4 or other firearm, pursuant to the provisions of this act, .shall in the first 

5 instance make application therefor either to the chief police official of the 

6 municipality in which the applicant resides or to the sheriff of the county 

i wherein the applicant resides. If such application is approved by the chief 

8 police official or by the sheriff, as t he case mny be, the applicant shall then 

9 pr~selJt such application, so approved as aforesaid, to the justice of the 

10 Supreme Court presiding in the county, or to a common pleas judge of the 

11 county in which the applicant is resident, who, after investigation, which 

12 shedl include the taking of the finger prints of the applicant and the CODi­
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1~~ p~ln"on of ilw s~mlC with any aIHl all record.,; of finger prillt" in Ulfl mllIliei­

1-1 pality and ('ounty in Wllich the applicant i" a residf'lll, aile] ;11;;0 tJlfl record.':! 

1:> or the sl1lwrvi;;or of the State Bllreuu of Idelltificaljoll of tllis State: and nIl; 

16 National Bureau in the Department of .Tl1"tice in 'Washington, D. C., and 

17 being satisfied of the snfficlency of the application, and of the need of such 

18 person carrying concealed upon his person, a revolver, pistol or other fire­

19 arm, shall issue a permit therefor, which permit so issued shall l)e subject 

20 to revocation at any time thereafter by the Justice of the Supreme Court 

21 presiding as aforesaid, or by the judge of the court of common pleas. A 

22 permit so issued pursuant to the provisions of this act is sufficient authority 

23 for the holder. thereof to carry concealed upon his person a revolver, pistol 

24 or other firearm in all parts of the State of New Jersey. All permits issued 

25 pursuant to the provisions of this act shall expire on the thirty-first day of 

26 December snbsequent to the date of issue, and may thereafter be annually 

27 renewed in the same manner and su bject to the same provisions by which the 

28 original permit was obtained. An applicant for a permit, pursnant to the 

29 provisions of tbis act, shall at the time of the granting of the same pay to 

30 the clerk of the county in which he resides, and in which the application is 

31 made, a license fee of one dollar. The prosecutor of the pleas of any connty, 

32 the chief police official of any municipality and/or any citizen may apply to 

33 the justice or the Supreme Court, or a judge of the court of common pleas 

34 of the county wherein such permit was issued, at any time for a revocation 

35 of a permit heretofore issued, and the justice of the Supreme Court, presid­

36 iug as aforesaid, or a judge of the court of common pleas are authorized and 

37 empowered, after hearing upon notice, to revoke any permit, so as aforesaid 

38 issued. No person whose permit has been rO','oked pursuant to the pro­

39 visions hereof, shall thereafter,be issued any permit under the provisions aT 

40 this act. Any violation of this act shall be c1.cemed a high misdemeanor and 

41 punished accordingly. 

1 2. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of thi::; act 

:2 be and the same are hereby repealed and this act shall take effect imme­

3 diatcly. 



---

STATE;\1ENT
 

The purpose of this act is to require further investigation of possible 

criminal records of applicants for permits to carry concealed weapons in this 

State. 

._----._---~-_. 
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SE:NATE CO:M1fITTEE SUBSTITU'rE :B~OH
 

SEf\IATE No. 397 & ASSEMBLY No. 524 

r~EV\J JERSE'( 

ADOPTED ,JUNE 21, 1933 

Ax ACT to amend an ae! entitled" An act to amend an act entitled 'A further 

supplement to an act entitled "An act for the punishment of crimes" (Re­

vision of 1898), approved .Tune fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and 

ninety-eight,' which supplementary act was approved }larch eleventh, one 

thousand nine hundred and twenty-four," approved lIIarch twelfth, one 

thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, approved April eleventh, one thou­

sand nine hundred and thirty-two. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Asse1nbly of the State of New 
I 

2· Jersey: 

1 1. Section two of the act of which this act is amendatory be and the 

2 same is lwreby: amended to read as follows: 

3 2. Any person desirous of obtaining a permit to carry a revolver, pistol 

± or other firearm, pursuant to the provisions of this act, shall in the first in­

5 stance make application therefor either to the chief police official of the mu­

6 nicipality in which the applicant resides or to the sheriff of the county where­

7 in the applicant resides. If such application is approved by the chief police 

8 ofiicial or by the sheriff, as the case may be, the applicant shall then pre­

9 sent such application, so approvcd U::3 aforcsaid, to the justice of the Suprcme 

10 Court presiding in Uw county, or to a common pleas judge of the county ill 

11 \vhich the applicant is residcnt, who, after investigation, which shall include 

12 the llame and address of the manufacturer of such revolver, pistol or other 

13 firearm, also any and all of the manufacturer's identification nUllllwrs, let­

14 t<::1'8 and marks and a complete description of the kind and type of revol\'or . , 



, . 

2
 

];) pistol or oiher firearm which "aill applicant intends to carry pursuant to tl!C
 

Hi provision of this act; prov'ided, however, that one permit shall be sufficient
 

17 for such revolvers, pistols or other firearms of the applicant, and also the Lak­


1S iug' of the finger prints of the applicant and the comparison of the same with
 

19 any und all records of finger prints in the municipality and county in which
 

20 the applicant is a resident, and also the records of the supervisor of the
 

21 State Burean of Identification of this State and the National Bureau in the
 

22 Department of Justice in ·Washington, D. C., and being satisfied of the suf­


23 ficiency of the application, and of the need of such person carrying concealed
 

24: upon his person, a revolver, pistol or other firearm, shall issue a permit 

25 therefor, which permit so issued shall be subject to revocation at any time 

26 thereafter by the justice of the Supreme Court presiding as aforesaid, or by 

'1:7 the judge of the court of common pleas. A permit so issued pursuant to the 

28 provisions of this act is sufficient authority for the holder thereof to carry 

29 concealed upon his person a revolver, pistol or other firearm in all parts of 

30 the State of New Jersey. All permits issued pursuant to the provisions of 

31 this act shall expire on the thirty-first day of December subsequent to the date 

32 of issue, and may thereafter be ann ually renewed in the same manner and 

33 subject to the same provisions by which the original permit ,vas obtained. 

34 An applicant for a permit, pursuant to the provisions of this act, shall at 

3;} the Lime of the granting of the same pay to the clerk of the county in which 

36 he resides, and in which the application is made, a license 1'ee of one dollar. 

37 The prosecutor of the pleas of any county, the chief police official of any mu­

38 nicipa1ity and/or any citizen may apply to the justice of the Supreme Court, 

3D or a ju<1ge of the court of common pleas of the county wherein such permit 

40 was issued, at any time for a revocation of a permit heretofore issued, and 

41 the justice of the Supremc Conrt, pl'esi<1illg as aforesaid, or a judge of the 

42 court of common pleas are authol'i:wd and empowered, after hearing upon 

43 notice, to revoke any permit, so as aforesaid issued, No person whose per­

44 mit has been revoked pursuant to the provisions hereof, shall thereafter be 

45 issued :my permit un<1er the provisions of this act. Any viobtion of this act 

46 shall he deemed a high misdemeanor nnd punished accordingly. 



1 

;) 

2. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this ad 

:2 be and the same are hereby repealed and this act shall take effect imme­

3 diately. 
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ing 01' c~rrying about his place of business, dwell­
ing hOllse, 'premises, or on land possessed by him,
any such revolver, pistol, !1re:ll'm or other weapon;
or from carrying the same from any place of
purchase to his dwelling house or place of busi­
ness, or from his dwelling house or place of
business to or from any place where repairing is
done, to have the same repaired, nor to prevent
any person frol11 carrying a gun, rifle or knife in
the woods or fields or upon the waters of the state
for the purpose of hunting or target practice.
Sources. L. 1924, c. 137, n, p. 305 [192·1 Supp!. §52-43j],

as am. by L. 1925, c. 64, n, p. 185, L. 1925, c. 207, §1,
p. 491, L. 1926, c. 270, §1, p. 453, L. 1927, c. 96, §1,
p. 183, L. 193'1, c. 74, ~1, p. 197, supp!. to L. 1898, c. 235,
p. 794. L. 1927, c. 321, §11, p. 717, as am. by L. 1928,
c. 212, §1, p. 384, suppl. to L. 1898, c. 235, p. 794.

2:176-43. Carrying concealed weapons; persons
excepted frol11 provisions of section 2:176-41. The
provisions of section 2:176-41 of this title shall not
apply to:

a. The United States marshal or his deputies;
b. Members of the army, navy or marine corps

of the United States or of the national guard when
on duty;

c. Any sheriff, undersheriff, prosecutor of the
pleas, assistant prosecutor or prosecutor's de­
tectives;

d. The regularly employed members, including
detectives, of the police department of any munici­
pality, or any special policemen appointed by the
governing body of any municipality;

e. Any member of the state police, or any motor
.vehicle inspector or state detective; .

f. Any jailer, constable, railway police, canal or
steamboat police, or any other peace officer, when
in discharge of his duties;

g. The fish and game commissioners; or the
regular fish and game wardens;

h. Any prison or jail wardens or their deputies,
or any guard or keeper of any penal institution in
this state;

i. Any court attendant engaged in attending
. the circuit court, court of oyer and terminer, court
of common pleas or general court of quarter ses­
sions, or justices of the peace;

j. Any member of a legally organized detective
agency;

k. Any guard in the employ of any railway ex­
press company, banking, or bUilding and loan in­
stitution of this state;

1. Any officer of the society for the prevention
of cruelty to animals;

m. Any duly authorized military organization
when under orders, or any member thereof when
going to or from places of meeting of their respec­
tive organizations, carrying the weapons pre­
scribed for drill, exercise or parade;

n. Persons having a hunter's license in going to
or from places of hunting;

o. Members of government civilian rifle clubs
duly organized in accordance' with the, rules pre­
scribed by the national board for the promotion of
rifle practice, in going to or from their several
plar.es of target practice and carrying weapons
necessary for such practice;

p. The commissioner, deputy commissioners, in­
spectors and investigators of the department of
alcoholic beverage control; or

q. Public utility corporations in the transporta­
tion of explosives.
Sources. L. 1909, ·c. 17, U, p. 34 [C. S. p. 1759, §13aJ,

suppl. to L. 1898, c. 2:~5, p. 791. L. 1912, c. 225, H,
p. 361, as am. by L. 1921, c. 108, §1, p. 206, L. 1922,
c. 31, §1, p. 60 [1924 Supp!. §52-43bJ, supp!. to L. 1898,
c. :l3G, p. 791. L. 1922, c. 1a8, n, p. 2a8 [1921 Supp!.
§52-43f], supp!. to L. 1898, c. 235, p. 794. L. 1924,
c. 137, H, p. 305 [1921 Supp!. §52--43jl, as am. by
L. 1925, c. 64, §1, p. 185, L. 1925, c. 207, §1, p. 494,
L. 1926, c. 270, n, p. 453, L. 1927, c. 96, §1, p. 183,
L. 1934, c. 74, §t, p. 197, suppl. to L. 1898, c. 235,
p. 791. L. 1927, c. 321, §11, p. 747, as am. by L. 1928,
c. 212, §1, p. 384, supp!. to L. 1898, c. 235, p. 794.

'2:176-44. Permit to carry firearms; application;
investigation of fingerprints; fee. Any person
desiring to obtain a permit to carry a revolver,
pistol or other firearm, shall in the first instance
make application therefor either to the chief police
official of the municipality in which the applicant
resides or to the sheriff of the county wherein the
applicant resides.

If such application is approved by the chief
police official or by the sheriff, as the case may
be; the applicant shall then present the same to
the justice of the supreme court presiding in the
county, or to a common pleas judge of the county
in which the applicant is a resident, who, after
investigation, which shall include the name and
address of the manufacturer of such revolver,
pistol or other firearm, also any and all of the
manufacturer's identification numbers, letters and
mark"s and a complete description of the kind and
type of revoler, pistol or other firearm which the
applicant intends to carry; provided, however, that
one permit shall be sufficient for such revolvers,
pistols or other firearms of the applicant, and also
the taking of the fingerprints of the applicant and
the comparison of the same with any and all
records of fingerprints in the municipality and
county in which the applicant is a resident and
also the records of the supervisor of the state
bureau of identification of this state and the na­
tional bureau in the department of justice in
Washington, D. C., and being satisfied of the
sufficiency of the application and the need of such
person to carry concealed upon his person a re­
volver, pistol or other firearm, shall issue a permit
therefor.

Each applicant for such a permit shall at the
time of granting of the same pay to the clerk of
the county in which he resides and in which 'the
application is made, a license fee of one dollar.
So\irce. L. 1924, c. 137, §2, p. 305 [1924 Supp!. §52-43ItJ,

as am. by L. 1925, c. 64, §2, p. 186, L. 1932, c. 61, §1,
p. 92, L. 1933, c. 329, §1, p. 857, supp!. to L. 1898,
c. 235, p. 794.

2:176-45. Permit to carry firearms; authority;
expiration and renewal; revocation. A permit
issued pursuant to section 2:176~44 of this title
shall be sufficient authority for the holder thereof
to carry concealed upon his person a revolver,
pistol or other firearm in all parts of the state.
All permits issued pursuant to said section
2:176-44 shall expire on the thirty-first day of

i

Ii
[Title 2, p. 485]
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ASSEIv1tBLY, No. 351 
(Revised Statutes, section 2 :176-44.) 

s-:-rATE OF NEW JERSE,y
 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 27, 1939 

By Mr. HUNTINGTON 

Referred to Committee on Miscellaneous Business 

AN ACT concernmg carrying of concealed weapons, and amending 
. . 

. 2:176-44 of the Revised Statutes of New Jersey. 

section 

1 BE.IT ENACTED by the Senate and General.iLssembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 2 :176-44 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2 2 :176-44. Any person desiring to obtain a permit to carry a revolver, 

3 pistol or other firearm shall in the first instance make application there­

4 for either to the chief police official of the municipality in which the applicant 

5 resides or to the sheriff of the county wherein the applicant resides. 

6 If such application is approved by the chief police official or by the 

7 sheriff,' as .the case may be, the applicant shall then present the same to . 

8 the justice of the Supreme Court presiding in the county, or to a common 

9 pleas judge of the county in which the applicant is a resident, who, after in­

10 vestigation, which shall include the name and address of the manufacturer 

11 of such revolver, pistol or other firearm, also any and all of the manufac­

12 turer's identification numbers, letters and marks and a complete descrip­

13 tion of the kind and type of revolver, pistOl or other firearm which the ap­

14 plicant intends to carry; prov'ided, however, that one permit shall be 

15 sufficient for such revolvers, pistols or other firearms of the applicant, and 

16 also the taking of the fingerprints of the applicant and the comparison of 



...
 

.) 

17 the :;;<11110 with ,111~' mJd :111 l'N'()]'(ls of fi.n,~crprints in the municipality and 

18 (~Ol1llt.y ill whic·h tll0 <1PIlJieani is :l ],0sidellt and also tlH' records of the Sllpel'­

19 visor of the State Rnl'(';ll1 of Tdentific:atioll of this Stat!' and tlw llatiollal 

20 bUl'c:Jn in tll(\ Drparimcllt of .Tusti(~e in Washington, District of Columhia, 

21 and behlg satisfied of thC' sufficiency of the application and the need of such 

22 person to enTry roncl'HJe<1 upon llis perROn a revolver, pistol or other fire­

23 arm, shall issue a permit therefor.
 

24 Each applicant for such a permit shall at the time of granting the same
 

25 pay to the clerk of the county in which he resides and in which the applica­


26 tion is made, a license fee of [one dollar] three dollars.
 

1 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed 

2 and this act shaH take effect immediately_ 

STATEMENT 

The pui-pose of this bill is to approximate as nearly as possible the cost of 

investigational service required in order to adequately inform the judges re­

garding the character and reputation of applicants and the purposes for which ' 

they desire to carry weapons. 
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2A:176-41. Carrying concealed weapons; pen­
alty; liecnse to carry pistol or revolver. Except
as hereinafter provided, a person who shall carry
in any automobile, carriage, motor cycle or other
vehicle, or concealed on or about his clothes or
person, or otherwi e concealed in his possession:

a. A pistol, revolver or other firearm without
having first obtained a permit to carry the same
in accordance with the provisions of this chap­
ter; or

b. Any instrument of the kinds known as a
blackjack, slung shot, billy, sandclub, sandbag,
bludgeon, metal knuckles, dagger, dirk, dangerous
knife or stiletto, bomb, or any high explosive,
othcr than fixed ammunition-

Shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
Source. R. S. 2: 176-41.

2A:176-42. Carrying weapons about one's
premises or for purposes of hunting or target
practice. Nothing contained in section 2A:176-41
of this title shall be construed to prevent a per­
son from keeping or carrying about his place oj)
business, dwelling house, premises, or on land
possessed by him, any such revolver, pistol, fire­
arm or other weapon; or from carrying the same
from any place of purchase to his dwelling house
or place of business, or from his dwelling house
or place of business to or from any place where
repairing is done, to have the same repaired, nor
to prevent any person from carrying a gun,
rifle or knife in the woods or fields or upon the
waters of the state for the purpose of hunting
or target practice.
Source. R. S. 2:17&-42.

2A:176-43. Carrying concealed weapons; per­
sons excepted from 'provisions of section
2A:176-41. The provisions of section 2A:176-41
of this title shall not apply to:

a. The United States marshal or his deputies;
b. Members of the army, navy or marine corps

of the United States or of the national guard
when on duty; .

c. Any sheriff, undersheriff, deputy sheriff,
county prosecutor, assistant prosecutor or prose­
cutor's detectives;

d. The regularly employed members, including
detectives, of the police department of any mu­
nicipality, or any special policeman appointed
by the governing body of any municipality;

e. Any member of the state police, or any mo­
tor vehicle inspector or state detective;

f. Any jailer, constable, railway police, canal
or steamboat police, or any other peace officer,
when in discharge of his duties;

g. The fish and game commissioners, or the
regular fish and game wardens;

h. Any prison or jail wardens or their deputies,
or any guard or keeper of any penal institution
in this state;

i. Any court attendant serving as such under
appointment by the sheriff of the county or by

ArtiZlc L AUHYING CONCEALED WE, I>ONS. the judge of the superior court, county court,
and magistrates;

j. Any member of a legally organized detec­
tive agency;

k. Any guard in the employ of any railway ex- .
press company, banking or building and loan
institution of this state;

1. Any officer of the society for the prevention
of cruelty to animals;-

m. Any duly authorized military organization
when under orders, or any member thereof when
going to or from places of meeting of their
respective organization, carrying the weapons
prescribed for drill, exercise or parade;

n. Persons having a hunter's license in going
to or from places of hunting;

o. Members of government civilian rifle clubs
duly organized in accordance with the rules pre­
scribed by the national board for the promotion
of rifle practice, in going to or from their several
places of target practice and carrying weapons
-necessary for such practice;

p. The director, deputy directors, inspectors and
investigators of the division of alcoholic bever­
age control in the department of law and public
safety; or

q. Public utility corporations in the transporta­
tion of explosives.
Source. R. S. 2:176-43, as am. L. 1938, c. 125, p. 259, §l.

2A:176-4..4. Permit to carry firearms; appl"ca­
tion, investigation of fingerprints; fee. Any
person desiring to obtain a permit to carry a
revolver, pistol or other firearm shall in the
first instance make application therefor either to
the chief police official of the municipality in
which the applicant resides or to the sheriff of
the county wherein the applicant resides.

If such application is approved by the chief
police official or by the sheriff, as the case may
be, the applicant shall then present the same to
a judge of the county in which the applicant
is a resident, who, after investigation, which
shall include the name and address of the manu­
facturer of such revolver, pistol or other firearm,
also any and all of the manufacturer's identifica­
tion numbers, letters and marks and a complete
description of the kind and type of revolver,
pistol or other firearm which the applicant in­
tends to carry; provided, however, that 1 permit
shall be sufficient for such revolvers, pistols or
other firearms of the applicant, and also the
taking of the fingerprints of the applicant and
the comparison of the same with any and all
records of fingerprints in the municipality and
county in which the applicant is a resident and
also the records of the supervisor of the state
bureau of identification of this state and the
national bureau in the department of justice in
Washington, District of Columbia, and being sat­
isfied of the sufficiency of the application and
the need of such person to carry concealed upon
his person a revolver, pistol or other firearm, shall
issue a permit therefor.

Each applicant for such a permit shall at the

[Title 2A, p. 281]
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't1mc 'of 'gr::mting- the S:ll1le pay to the clerk of the
.~Olm,y in which he resi ]es :md in which the
:<pp.k:ltio:1 is made, J. license fee of $3.00.
SOur"l'. R S. 2:17u-H, :18 am. L. 1030, c, 32l, p. 700. §l.

~, :1';6-15. l'crmit '0 ('any ircarllls; :llIt1writ.y;
,'xllira tion and rencwal; rm'oca ion. A permit
i::;:mcd pursuant to section 2.'\.:17G->1'1 of this title
sh: II be sutllcient aUtl\ority for the holder thcre­
of to calTY concealed upon hi::; per::;on a revolver,
pisto or other firearm in all parts of the state.
All permits issued pursuant to said section
:?A:17G--1·1 shall expire on the 31::;t day of De­
cember subsequent to the date of issue, and may
theroarter be renewed annually in the same man­
ner and subject to the same provisions by which
tho original permit was obtained. .

Any such permit may be revoked by a judge
of the county court of the county wherein the
permit was issued. The county prosecutor of any
COUnty, the chief of police of any municipality
01' any citizen may apply to such judge of the
county court at any time for a revocation of
any permit issued, and the judge of the county
court may; after hearing upon notice, revoke any
such permit. No person whose permit has been
revoked pursuant to the provisions hereof shall
thereaftCl' be issued any permit under the pro-
visions of this article. '
S~urcc. R'. S. 2:176-·15.

2. :176-·16. Violations of provIsIOns relating to
perm" s 0 carry. A violation of any of the pro­

,'visions of sections 2A:17G-44 or 2A:176-45 of this
title shall be deemed a misdemeanor.
Source. R. S. 2:176--4.6.

2A:176--47. Permits in 'blank for banking in­
st"t tions~ The president of any national bank,
bUilding and loan association, trust company or
other banking institution located in any munici­
pality of this stale may make application to the

,chief of police of the municipality for permits"
in blank, to be used by the messengers, clerks or'
other employees or agents of such institutions for
'Jse while engaged in the performance of their
r02spp.ctive duties. Upon the issue of such per­
mits, the president shall transmit to the chief
of police from whom the permits were obtained,
a record of the persons to whom the same wero
issued. Permits issued in blank in accordance
with this section shall not exceed 20 in number
to anyone banking institution.
Source. R. S. 2:17G-l.7.

2A:17G-18. False representations in permit
appl"cations or in purchases. Any person who
snaIl give or cau~e to be given any false in­
formation, or shall sign a fictitious name or
address, 'in applying for a permit to purchase or

'. a pc:rmit to carry a pistol, revolver or other fire­
arm, or in purchasing or otherwise acquiring
dc:livery of the same, shall be guilty of a high
mi::::dcmcanor.
Source. It. S. 2: l"1G---18.

l\rU<:Ic n. MACllJ:-;Jo: G1J:-;S .

2A:17G-Il~). ":'t'!:H:hine Kill or au oma.tic rjfJ<:"
de j cd. The term "machine gun or aut0rtlGLtic
rifle", as used in this article, shall mean any
weapon, mechanism or instrument not requiring
that the tl'jgger be pressed for each shot and
having a reservoi1', belt 01· other' m(;ans of stor­
ing and carrying ammunition, which can be'loadcd
into the said weapon, mechanism or instrum(;nt
and fired therefrom at the rate of 5 or more
shots to the second.
,SOlin:". H. S. 2: 17(;-1~.

2A:176-50. Sale, purchase Or possession of
rn:t.c li:lC guns; penalty. Any person who shall
sell, give, loan, furnish or deliver any machine
gun or automatic rifle to another person, or a
person who shall purchase, have or possess any
machine gun or automatic rifle, shall be guilty
of a high misdemeanor.
So"rce. R. S. 2:176-50.

2A:176-51. Exceptions to section 2A:176-50.
Section 2A:176-50 of this title shall not apply to
any person having a license to purchase, have
and possess a machine gun or automatic rifle,
when. such license is obtained in the manner
hereinafter provided; nor to the authorized agents
or servants of such licensee; nor to the officers
and members of any duly authorized military
organization; nor to the officers and members
of the police force of any municipality, or of the,
state; nor to any sheriff or undersheriff; nor to
any county prosecutor, his assistants, detectives,
and employees.
SOUl'ce. R. S. 2:176-51.

2A: 76-52. License to procure machine gun;
applica ion; reference and approval; issue of
license. Any person who desires to purchase,
have and possess a machine gun or automatic
rifle may apply to a judge of the county court
of the county in which the applicant is a resident
for a license to purchase, have and possess a
machine gl.:n or automatic rifle. The application
shall be in w.riting and shall state in detail the
reasons why the applicant desires such license.
Upon such application being presented to the
judge, he shall refer the same to the sheriff of
the county or to the chief police officer of the
municipality in which the applicant resides, for
his investigation and approval. If the applica­
tion is approved by the sheriff or chief police
officer, said judge may, in his discretion, issue a
license under his hand and the seal of his court
to the applicant to purchase, have and possess
a machine gun or automatic rifle, for his own pro­
tection and for the protection of his servants and
employees.
SOllnc. R. S. 2:176-52.

2A:176-52.1. Blank. See proposed additional
. legislation.

2A:17G-G3. Record and delivery of license. Up­
on the issuance of such license, the judge shoJI
send or deliver the same to the county clerk of

l''l'itle 2A, p. 282]
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