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SEN ATE, N0o 3~~6 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
PRE-l"ILED Fun IXTIWntTTlOX IN THI': l!I8G RI~SSION 

Hy Senator RAND 

A:-o .\C'I rl!qUlnn,~ cl'rtain l,rid~('.s nnd OVI'l'IHlS!"l'S to :11\\'1' t1wil" 

maximum clearance mark!'r: Our postedO thPI'pqlJ. 0 'II nd"' JJl'(). 

viding" for signs wur!lill;r nppronching- motori.:t,: oJ' tb' hridl::p~ 

and O\·(,I'PU.,l;;fOS ttt[U, (/Ild lIIa1.';lIrl all (/;I/II'II/ll';r,I;II, "']+';";', 

BE IT E~ACn:D lJ!1 the Srllalr alld Gl'llt'ral .Issr 111111." IIf /hI' S.'tllr 

~ of New.!('rlleJI: 

1. a. Erer!, brid!IC (lr ol"'r/ias, rarr.l/I/l.'1 II II'uIlil'i/ml I'owl or 

2 highway 01' tmdcr the jur;,·diC/jo1l of a ,Illlll;r·;/'I,'li.'y· ," 'I'i!h rl clear· 

3 Cl1lce of less than 14 fed '~'ix illches· fro/ll Ihe roar/wrlll ',clleath 

4 shall havp. the lIIaximum dearallct' lIIar1.'r'r! or )1O,/r'" lI)('r('OIl ill 

5 acr.ordlUlce with the Cl/l""'Ilt ::;Iu/ldl/rtls /IJ"I's,'ril,. r1 11,'1 IIt'J .llcl'lua! 

G on Utliform TraffiC' COlli 1'01 DeI'ict's {III' ,1.,'1 tn'!,' flUfl Jl ;.'Ih Ira,"S. 

7 h. Signs warning persoTl!" rlridll,!.\' motor \'(·hides that they art' 

a approaching a bridge or o\'erpn:,s with Jell!' thull H rl'et '"i,r illc!'I~.,· 

H clearance slmll be posted at the lust sal'p l'xit 01" d!'!olll' rr,,(·!'.lill~ 

10 the bridge or o\'el'pass and the maximum tll'lu'norc of till' Ul'il1;.:'<,
 

lOA or overpass shall be indicated on these signs.
 

11 c. TIle sig:1s or markill,"s reqlJirl'<! hy !hi" ," I'/il/II shnll I:{' pO"!l',1
 

1~ or marked, as appropriate, h,II, alld shall I.,' llI11i.ltaiIlPd by °11",
 

13 gONlrnmental cntity·. 'I"~ itO the State 01' the political sub.
 

14 rlivision·,° which has .iL rislliction '[1'01']' '01'0")° til(' roadway
 

15 underneath the hridge 01' OVl'fpass. oOThe pro 1';";011," (If 1111 .., ,~'Tliull
 

10 shall not apply to the toll rcad auth(}ritic.~.0.
 

2. a. Ever!! bridge or (JI'''fllass ClUr!!i"!1 (J n/lIl1l." road fir hif/h. 

2 way or under the juri.,didiol/ of n CO!l1l!.1/· ..• I/'illt a n'm/"llll<'" 

3 of less than 14 feet ·sil' il/ches' {'filII /lit' rOCldll'(/lf /'<,lIfa:h, "hal! 

4- hare the maximllm clt'lll'ul/cr II/C/I'!.'r'd or lJUs/,'rI t!tnt"'/' ill (fi','.,,· 

EXPUNA.TION-l'lnlle. en"lo,ed in bohl·ra"ed brll"k"l. [II....] in lbe ..bov" bill 
i. not "na"led and i. inlended 10 be omiued in Ibe I"... 

Maller priDted in ilali~. Ihus i. new mall" •• 
Maller CDclOHd in uteri.k. 01 .tar. has been adopted as follows: 

'--5eaate co_illee ....endmen.. adopted I\lar"h 6. 1986. 
oO_Auembl,. eommillee amendment. adopted May 22, 1986. 
ttt-Thi. item and lancullce eliminttl..d by 'be G..""rnor on sicnin.: s..-plt'n•• 

ber S. 1986. 
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:> daucc with the c'ur-rellt stat~dard.~ 1lresI'I"ibed b.ll t11l' :Uatlual 01' 

6 Uniform Traffic CO/Itrol De1'ices for Slrcct.~ alld Iligll1l'ays. 

7 b. Signs warning- persons dri,·in.!.\" 11I0tor yplliclC'8 tlll'.t they nre 

8 approaching-a ll1'id,~'1' or 0\'er'pa8s with It's" thull 1-1- fl'e! '8;.1' ill('he.~· 

9 clearance shall he 1'ostl',] at th,! last "'nl'p l'xit 01' detollr l'reee,!iIlJ,; 

10 the IJridge or OYCrplS8 alit! du' llIaXil!llllll l'1l'arlllu'p of the IJritl/-,:l' 

11 or owrpass shail Ill' indil'utp:l 011 the:;e signs. 

12 c. The signs or ma rbu.1:; requirl'd by thi~ sec/ioll shuH ill! 

13 posted or mark,'d. as ap]lrr'printl', /',11. 1111,1 shall lIe lIlUintnilll'd 

14 by "the gal't'fll11/('lIi'al odd!"', "lie ;1' the ~tllte or tlte ·'llft/iti'l/l· 

1;:' :'l1l,didsioll...• wllidl 11:1.< .Iurisrlidillil 0[1'01']' ·urn" l!!t· I·'lad· 

lu WHy U'illerlli'ath till' hl'illgr (,\' IJYcqll\l'S. "'The: pro!';si".,., "f fl",. 

17 stetivli shall 1/01 al,plylv Ihe toll roa,/ allnarili,',." 

1 3. a. EV~'r'!J bridf)C or O/l'j'J!(iSS curryiufl a Stale ro,ld Ill' 1I:!l1I. 

" u'ay or Wider the juri.. didiull of ti,,~ V~lll/I'tm"lIt cl 'l'r"l/I.,/wrta. 

3 tion"," with a c!carllIlCl' of [,0.,.,' tlli:;! 1,) fIll '"i;' illch'.'" frol/l till' 

4 roadlcay beneath, slwl! hun Ih:: JJlrUilJl!;1/I dt'lnou,·,; JlIo"':cd or 

.i posted thereon ill act '/fdal//'(' with Ihl' c/lr{l'ul.~lal/(la}(J., /)/"','l'Iiill'd 

I) by the Manual on Uniform Traffic Conlrol Dl:viccs for :oJtreets 

7 rJud Ilighlmys. 

:') b. Signs wor'lillg per"ons ,rlri';:\l~ llIotnr \,chil·les that t1ll'y an' 

D approaching 11 hridg.! or O\'c'qiass with It'ss thalll-l feet ~si~' itlclles· 

10 clearance shall be po~t(,,, at the la",t :-ul'P ('xi! or tlptoU)' l'n'('t'llill~ 

11 tIl(! hrillge 01' o\'{'rpas~ :Il1d the IIIUxilllllJn l']cal'lll\('() Ill' till' l'ri"~I' 

12 01' overpass shall he il1dil'uted 011 t!lese signs. 

1:3 c. The signs aT warkings requin'.r hy this .<alion shull hI:' 

14: posted or mat'ked, as appropriate, by, Ulld 8ha!11)(: IlIUillt.liIlPI! hy 

15 'the govemmclItal cutdy·, ·be it· the Stut(~ or the politeal suit. 

16 division·" wbich has jllrisdictioll ·[for]· "Oler· till' roadway 

17 unuerlleuth the hrid~r. or O\'l·rpnss. •• The /lrvl.'i.~i{)n.~ of Ihis sec­

18 tion shall IlOt aJlJlty tv the toll ruad authurities.·· 

1 4. a. Every bridge or orcrpao-s cnrryill.q II raill'oad"," with a clear­

2 ance of less th(,~l 14 fed ·six inchcs· from the raadu'(l,lj bet/eath. 

3 sllall have tll,; maxilllum cfearance marked or posted thereon ill 

4 accordance u,·:th the cW'rl'1I1 I"inpdafds /lIT.~I'l'il){'d !J!I thf) Mallual 

:> 011 Uniform Traljic ('od fO! Del'iu'8 for SIreds alld llifI11lt'UYS. 

6 b. Signs u,'arllill!l PC/'SOIlS tlril'il/!) I/!nfor "ehides that I"~ll an' 

I approachillg a brid,1" Of 0,., fpO,'''' with {"".' (hOlt 1·/ f"d ·S;.!' 

8 il/ches' c1earallCl ,<hal. b,' l,'IXII'd nl the 111.<' saje l'.!'it or defuw 

n preceding the brill,'!'- III Ifp'rpn."'" mlfl Ihe tl/n.ri/lll//I' dCllr,llIfe 0/' 

10 the bridge or VII'I'/lfl:.-' shall be il/dicatr:d 1111 these sigl/s. 

11 c. Tile siglls 01 markings required iJ.u this sectiON shall be 

12 posted or marl'cd, as appropriate. by. alld shall be mailltailled 
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13 by ·the governmental e7Itity·, [Ool'er·] ·be it· the State or the 

14 political subdivision·,· which 1/ll,~ jurisdiction ·(for]· rObe it·] 

15 ·over· the roadway undenleath tl!e b'ridge or overpass. "The pt'o. 

16 visions of this section shall not apply to O,e toll roati allt1lOl'ilie.~.·· 

1 ttt[··s. There is appropriated frol/l the Gellcml Fllnd till' ,~lIlj' 

2 of $95,000.00 to the Department I)f Transportation to allocate ttl 

3 the counties and mUllicipalities as a.ssistance for ('ost.~ iI/CIII'/"'" 

4 ]lllr.~II(lllt to this act .. ··]ttt 

1 "·[5.r" i'T1'["6"0]ttt ttt::;, ttt TlliR act ~hall tnkl' (·IT(\(·t ·[1)11 
2 the 90th day following its cnectment]· • immediately·. exrcpt I1mt 

3 signs or mQf'ki'll!78 shell not he requin'd 10 he p().~tcd or I/Iflf~:cl' 

4 1mtit the ·[365th]" • prst· datI ·[following]" .. of Ow lull, 1II0l/tlI 

5 after· the effective date of this ad. 

TRANSPORTATION-HIGHWAYS ANn ROADS 
Requires certain hridges and oVI~rpaS8es to have maximum ('Ipnr­

ance marked or posted thereon. 



[THIRD OFFICIAL COpy REPIUNT] 

SEN ATE, No. 396 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN rrHE 1986 SESSION 

By Senator RAND 

AN ACT reqmrmg certain bridges and overpasses to have their 

maximum clearance marked *or posted* thereon, ~'Y.'and** pro­

viding for signs \varning approaching motorists of the bridges 

and overpasses ***[U, and making an appropriation**]***. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. a. Every bridge or ovet'pass carrying a rn1tnicipal road or 

2 highway or under the jurisdiction of a municipality*,* with a clear­

3 ance of less than 14 feet *six inchesf-' from the roadway beneath 

4 shall have the maxim'nm clearance marked OT posted thereon in 

5 accordance with the c'nrrent standards prescrib€d by the Manual 

6 on Uniform Traffic Control Devices tor Streets and Highways. 

7 b. Signs warning persons driving motor vehicles that they nre 

8 approaching a bridge or overpass with less than 14 feet *six inches* 

9 clearance shall be posted at the last safe exit or detour preceding 

10 the bridge or overpass and the maximum clearance of the bridge 

lOA or overpass shall be indicated on these signs. 

11 c. The signs or 111,arkings required by this section shall be posted 

12 or marked, as appropriate, by, and shall be maintained by *the 

13 g01)ernmental entity*, *be it* the State or the political sub­

14 rlivision*,* which has jurisdiction *[for]'~ ~over'~ the roadway 

15 underneath the hridge or overpass. **The p'1'ovisions of this section 

1.0 shall not apply to the toll road authorities. ** 
1 2. a.	 Every bridge or overpass carrying a county road or high­

2 way or under the jurisdiction of a county*,* with a clearanc(' 

3 of less	 than 14 feet *six inches'" lro'in the t'oadway beneath, shall 

4 have the maxinntm clearance marked or posted ther'eon itt acc01­

EXPLANATION-Matter	 enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] iu the above biil 
is not enacted and is intended to be omiued in the law. 

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter. 
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stllrs has been lldopted llS follows: 

·-Senate committee amendments lldopted March 6, 1986. 
* *-Assembly committee amendments adopted May 22, 1986. 

~ * *-Senate amendments adopted in accordance with Governor's recommenda­
tion September 8, 1986. 
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5 dance with the current standards prescribed by the Manual on 

6 Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways. 

7 b. Signs warning persons driving motor vehicles that they are 

8 approaching a bridge or overpass with less than 14 feet *six inche8~' 

9 clearance shall be posted at the last safe exit or detour preceding 

10 the bridge or overpass and the maximum clearance of the bridge 

11 or overpass shall be indicated on these signs. 

12 c. The signs or markings required by this section shall be 

13 posted or marked, as appTopriate, by, and shall be maintained 

14 by *the governmental entity;·, "'be it* the State or the "'political* 

15 subdivision*,* which has jurisdiction ~'[forr "'over* the road­

16 way underneath the bridge or overpass. uThe provisions of this 

17 section shall not apply to the toll road authorities. ** 
1 3. a. Every bridge or ove1'pass carrying a State 1'oad or high­

2 way or under the jurisdiction of the Department of Transporta­

3 tion*,* with a clearance of less than 14 feet '~six inches* from the 

4 roadway beneath, shall have the maximum clearance marked M 

5 posted thereon in accMdance with the current standards prescTibcd 

6 by the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets 

7 and Highways. 

8 b. Signs warning persons driving motor vehicles that they are 

9 approaching a bridge or overpass with less than 14 feet ~'six inches* 

10 clearance shall be posted at the last safe exit or detour preceding 

11 the bridge or overpass and the maximum clearance of the bridge 

12 or overpass shall be indicated on these signs. 

13 c. The signs or markings required by this section shall be 

14 posted or marked, as appropriate, by, and shall be maintained by 

15 *the governmental entity~', *be it;; the State or the political sub­

16 division*,* which has jurisdiction ~'[forr ~'over* the roadway 

17 underneath the bridge or overpass. **The provisions of this sec­

18 tion shall not apply to the toll road authorities.** 

1 4. a. Every bridge or overpass carrying a railroaclf.',* with a clear­

2 ance of less than 14 feet *six inches'" from the roadway beneath, 

3 shall have the maximum clearance marked or posted thereon in 

4 accordance with the current standa1'ds prescribed by the Manual 

5 on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways. 

6 b. Signs warning persons driving motor vehicles that they are 

7 approaching a bridge M OVe1"paSS 1uith less than 14 feet *six 

8 inches* clearance shall be posted at the last safe exit or deto1tr 

9 preceding the bridge or overpass and the maximum clearance of 

10 the bridge or overpass shall be indicated on these sipns. 

11 c. The signs or markings 'requi1"ed by this section shall be 

12 posted or marked, as appropriate, by, and shall be maintained 
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13 by "'the governmental entity~', ["over*] "'be it'" the State Or the 

14 political subdivision*,* which has i'urisdiction *[forr [*be it*] 

15 "'over* the roadway underneath the bridge or ove'rpass. **The pro­

16 visions of this section shall not apply to the toll road authorit'ics. *'" 

1 ***[**.5. There is appropriated froni the General Fund the swn 

2 of $9.5,000.00 to the Departm.ent of Transportation to allocate to 

3 the counties and 1rLUnicipalities as assistance for costs incur-red 

4 pursuant to this act."""]"'*'" 

1 **[5.]** ***[**6.*'~]*** ***5. ~,** This act shall take effect *[on 

2 the 90th day following its enactment]'~ "'immediately*, except that 

3 signs or mar'kings shall not be requir('d to be posted or' marked 

4 until the *[36.5th];(' ~'first* day *[following] * *of the 24th month 

5 after* the effective date of this act. 

TRANSPORTATION-HIGHWAYS AND ROADS 

Requires certain bridges and overpasses to have maximum clear­

ance marked or posted thereon. 



SENATE, No. 3916
 
Introduced Pending Technical Review by Lel~slative Counsel
 

PRE-FILED FOR Il-iTRODUCTION IN THE 1986 SESSION
 

By Senator RAND
 

[OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 1533 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
INTROD"LC'ED APR.1L 30, 1984 

By Senators RAND. WEISS, COS'fA and DALTON 

Referred to Committee 011 Transportation and Cmmnuniratio1l8 

AN ACT requiring certnin bridges and overpasses to have their 

maximum c!eurance marked ··or posted- thereon, and providing 

for "igns wamingo approac1ing motorists of the bridges and 

overpaSl:ies. 

1 BE IT EYACTElJ by the Senate atld General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. a. -[The gr. ...·erning' hody of a municipality, for every bridge 

j or o\"el'pl\s~ ,,'it bin its jl1risdict iOIl with a clearance of less than 14 

3 fect from the road way, shall have the maximum clellrallce marked 

4 thereon in letters at least 24 illches in height and three inches wide 

5 per stroke, and no other writing shall appear thereon.]- •Every 

6 bridge or overpass carryitlg i' municipal road Or highway or 117lder 

7 the jllri.sdiction of a mllnicipality with a clearance of less than 14 

8 .feel from the rOf/dway Ileneath. shall have the maximum clearance 

!l Jnn.rketl or [lo.~/("d thereo?! in accordance with the current standards 

10 pr'escribed by the Mamwl on Uniform Traffic Control De11ices for 

11 Streets and Ilighways.­

12 b. Sign;; warning pel'sons d:riving motor vehiclps that they are 

1:{ appruaching a bridge or overpas>; with less than 14 feet clearance 

14 shall he pO!o'tcd at the last safe exit or detour preceding- the bridgoe 

1:1 or ovcrpa;;;; and the maximum clearance of the bridge or overpass 

16 shall be indicated on these signs. 

17 ~c.· The ;.;i~ns 'or markings· required by this -[subsection]· 

l~ -sl'elirm' ;:hall h(' JlN,ted -or marked, a.~ Ilpprop,·iate. h.IJ.· and 

H) -shall be- maintaiued by-" the State or "[itsr -the­ political 

20 subdivision which has iurisdic1ion for the roadway underneath the 

21' bridge or overpass. 
ED'LlJ...TlOI'f-Mattcr Cllcloeed III Ioold-laeed brackel. [Ihu.l III the abo..e bID 

I. IIOt _aeted aDd I. Ilitended 10 be omilled III the law. 
Mallcr 1.r1l1lcd III ilali". 'hut I. n....· mailer. 

&btter eadosed III ••len.l.. or .1.... ba. beeD adopled a. 10Uow.: 
--&ute committee amellelm.......dopled Ma,. 14. 1984. 
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1 :!, n. '[The g-o\'IH"uing bod)' of a county, fOI" every bl'idge 01' O\'llr­

:! paSIl withill its jurisdiction with 8 clearance of h~lIs than 14 feet 

3 from the roadwa)', shall have the maxiulUlll clearance marked 

4 thereon ill letters at least 24 iuches iu height alld three inches wide 

,I per stroke, aud 110 other writing shall appear thereon.]- -Every 

6 bridge 01' Ol"crpas.s cat"rying a co·lJ,·nty road 01' highwuy or uNder 

.. the jurisdictiun 0/ (l cO·Ull.ty tv,itk a c:l(laranr.c olle8s tlul1J 14 I'Jet 
8 ft"Om the ruadway hC/lf:at/i, ,51lall /illre tlw maximum dcal'tlllf.'t~ 

~ l/lurked or jJusted thtreOll i1' accordance ulith the current standards 

10 prescribed Ly Ihe :11(1111111[ on C.'1lifonn Traffic ControJ f)evicc.~ lor 

11 8tl'f~dli £IU;{ Ilighwa?ls.· 

1:! IJ. Sign,.; W1H'uilig pel'don:, dl'ivjJII~ 1110to l' velJicleli thllt tbe~' nrc 

I;: approachiltu a lH"idge or ove1'paSli with less than 101 feel denrunct! 

1~ ,.,hall 1)1' po,;tl'tl at t1w hlsl bare exit or detour proceding tlw bl'idgc 

1:, 01" o\"el'pa:;" llnd the maximulII clearuuce of the bridge or ()verl'u~l'I 

16 !'Jllall he intli~uted on these signs. 

17 "c. - The signs "or markings· required by this -[llubSet:tioll]­

IS ··sediull· l>l.w.ll be postetl ·01" marked, as uppropriate, by,- and 

I!J "shall be" maiutllilled by",~ the Stule or "[itH]- -tlu:,- subdivision 

:!U which Ims jllri"diclil'n io1' the roadway underJIlJuth th'j bridge or 

:H overpass. 

1 :.L a. '[The Department of Transportatiou, for every bridge or 

2 overpass within itl! jurisdictioll with a cleuI'8.!Ice of less than 14 

3 feet from thl! roadway, shall have die lilaxinl1UIl clearunce marked 

4: thereon in letters at least 24 inches ill height and three incIles wide 

;1 per stroke, II.11U 110 otb~r writing shall appear thereon.]- ..ElJery 

6 bridge or Ol:erpass can'ying a State road or highway or uflder the 

i jurisdiction of the Departmeflt of T"ansportation loith a clearance 

8 of less tharl 1-1 leet Iroll~ the roadway beneath, shalt have the maxi­

!J IIIUlI! clearal!ce marked or posted thereon in accordance lOith the 

10 current ,~talld(lrds preseribed by the Mat~ual Ofl Uniform Traffic 

11 COlltrollJel'ice.s for Streets and Hig~ways,-

1:2 h. Signs warning l'enlOns driving motol' vehicles that the)' are 

1:J approaching Ii hriuge or overpass with less than 14 feet clearance 

l-!- shall be posted at tbe last safe exit or detour preceding the bridge 

Lj 01' lJn~l'pas:s and tLe maximum clel1nmce of the bridge or overpau 

16 sllHll be indicated ou these signs. 

l'i ·c." The signs •or Illll,.killg:i~ required by this -[subsection]­

l:-i ·St,etiml· sbull I>e posted "or marked, as appropriate, by,· Ilnd 

I!J 'shall be" llIuintained by·,· the State or -[its]" -tke· political 

:W suhdivision which has jurisdiction for the roadway underneath the 

~1 bridge or overpass. 



1 r,'4. a. Every bridge or overpass carrying a railroad with a 

2 clearance of less than 14 feet from the roadway beneath, shall have 

3 the -maximum clearance marked or posted thereon in accordance 

4 uith the current standards prescribed by the Manual on Uniform 

5 Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highuays. 

6 b. Signs warning persons driving mot01" vehicles that they are 

7 approaching a bridge or overpass with less than 14 feet clearance 

8 .shall be posted at the last safe exit or detour preceding the bridge 

9 or overpass and the -maximum clearance of the bridge or overpass 

10 shall be indicated on these signs. 

11 c. The signs or markings required by this section shall be posted 

12 or marked, as appropriate, by, and shall be maintained by, the 

13 State or the political subdivision which has jurisdiction for the 

14 roadway underneath the bridge or overpass.* 

1 *[4.]* f,'S. * This act shall take effect on the 90th day following 

2 its enactment*, e:lcept that signs or markings shall not be required 

3 to be posted or marked until the 36'Sth day following the effective 

4 date of this act*. 

STATEMEwr 

This bill would correct the present situation wherein because of 

inadequate posting of height restrictions certain commercial motor 

vehicles get wedged between the road surface and a bridge or 

overpass. 
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ASSE!llBL'Y~ APPROPRIATIONS COMl\lITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO
 

SEN.ATE, No. 396 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

with Assembly committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: MAY 22, 1986 

The A:-:sembly Appropriations Committee favorably reports this hill, 

as amended. 

Senate Bill No. 396 (OCR) as arll(~Ilded provides that every bridge or 

overpass with clearance of less thaIl 141j:2 feet, under the jurisdiction 

of or carrying' a municipal, county or State road or highway, must have 

the maximum clearance marked or posted. Additionally, there must be 

warning signs postell at the last safe exist or detour as drivers ap­

proach these bridges or overpasses. The government entity having 

jurisdiction over the roadway must post or mark and maintain the 

warning signs. The time period for the signs or marking's to he posted 

or marked is two years after enactment. The provisions of the bill will 

not apply to the toll road authorities. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

There has not been a fiscal note prepared for this bill. The cost of 

posting or marking and the maintenance of the markings will be the 

responsibility of the State or political subdivision which has juris­

diction of the road\yay beneath the bridge or overpass having a clear­

ance of less than 14V2 feet. However, the signs or postings do not 

have to be provided for 24 months after enactment. There is an appro­

priation of $95,000.00 to he allotted to those counties and municipalities 

incurring costs. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS: 

The committee amended the bilI, as recommended by the Sub-Com­

mittee on Government Operations, to exclude the toll road authorities 

and to make an appropriation of $95,000.00 to assist those counties and 

municipalities incurring costs. 
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SENATE TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 396 
with Senate committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DATED: MARCH 6, 1986 

The Senate Transportation and Communications Committee reports 

favorably Senate Bill No. 396 with Senate committee amendments. 

This bill is intended to correct the present situation wherein because 

of inadequate posting of height restrictions, certain commercial vehicles 

get wedged between the road surface and a bridge or overpass. 

As amended by the committee, this bill provides that every bridge or 

overpass carrying a municipal, county or State road or highway or 

under their jurisdiction with a clearance of less than 14, feet six inches 

from the roadway beneath, shall have the maximum clearance marked 

or posted thereon in accordance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices for Streets and Highways. In addition, signs indicating 

the maximum clearance are to l~e posted at the last safe exit or detour 

preceding the bridge or overpass. The responsibility for posting or 

marking and maintaining the signs or markings shall rest with the 

governmental entity, be it the State or the political subdivision, which 

has jurisdiction over the roadway underneath the bridge or overpass. 

In addition, the provisions of the bill are to apply to bridges carrying 

railroads. The amended bill also provides that the required signs and 

markings are to be posted or marked 24 months after the effective date 

of the act. 

The principal amendments adopted by the committee were a change 

ill the clearance requirement from 14 feet to 14 feet six inches in order 

to conform the bill to the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 

for Streets and Highways, and a clarification of the language of the 

bill to make clear that the responsibility for posting or marking and 

maintaining the signs or markings rests with the political entity, be it 

the State or the political subdivision, which 1ms jurisdiction over the 

roadway underneath the bridge or onrpass. In addition, the hill was 

amended to permit two years from the effective date rather than only 

one year, as the period of time dming which the signs or markings are 

to be posted or marked. 
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As amended by the committee, the bill is identical to Assembly Bill 

No. 1835 (OCR), released by the Assembly Transportation, Communica­

tions and High Technology Committee. 

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1986 session pending 

technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes required 

by technical review which has been performed. 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

September 5, 1986 

SENATE BILL NO. 396 (2nd OCR) 

•
 

To the Senate: 

Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph 15 of the Constitution, I am 

appending to Senate Bill No. 396 (2nd OCR) at the time of signing it, this 

statement of the items, or parts thereof, to which I object so that each item, 

or part thereof, so objected to shall not take effect. 

This legislation provides that every bridge or overpass with a clearance 

of less than 142 feet, under the jurisdiction of or carrying a municipal, 

county or State road or highway, must have the maximum clearance marked or 

posted thereon. This is designed to correct situations where certain commer­

cial vehicles become wedged between the road surface and a bridge o~ overpass 

because of inadequate postings of height restrictions. The posting sh~ll be 

made in accordance with the standards prescribed by the Manual on Uniform 

Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways. Furthermore, the legislation 

requires the installation of warning signs at the last safe exit or detour 

preceding a bridge or overpass with a clearance under 142 feet. The warning 

signs would indicate the maximum clearance of an approaching bridge or overpass. 

The responsibility for the placement and maintenance of the aforementioned 

warning signs shall rest with the governmental entity possessing jurisdiction 

over the roadway underneath a particular bridge or overpass. Additionally, the 

bill appropriates $95,000.00 from the General Fund to the Department of Trans­

portation to provide counties and municipalities with assistance for the costs 

associated with the legislation. 

Although I support the intention of this legislation, I find the appro­

priation provided in Senate Bill No. 396 (2nd OCR) to be unnecessary. I 

believe that the costs incurred by a county or municipality to install and 

maintain the required warning signs can be easily absorbed by each political 

subdivision affected by this legislation. In contrast, the Department of 

Transportation would have to incur expenses far in excess of the proposed 

$95,000.00 appropriation to administer and oversee distribution of the funds. 
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Accordingly, I am removing the appropriation contained in Senate Bill 

No. 396 (2nd OCR) as follows: 

Page 3, Section 5, Lines 1-4: Delete in its entirety. 

Page 3, Section 6, Line 1: Delete "6." and insert "5." 

Respectfully, 

/s/ Thomas H. Kean 

GOVERNOR 

[seal] 

Attest:
 

/s/ Michael R. Cole
 

Chief Counsel
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