27:56G-! 'f/}?/?’)

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST
NJISA: 27:5G-1 (Bridges and overpasses-- post
height restrictions)

CHAPTER 104
Laws Of: 1986

Bill No:  S396
Sponsor{s): Rand
Date Introduced: Pre-filed
Committee: Assembly: Appropriations
Senate: Transportation & Communications
Amended during passage: Yes Substituted for A1835 (not attached
since identical to S396). Amendments

denoted by asterisks.

Date of Passage: Assembly: June 9, 1986

Senate: April 7, 1986
Date of Approval: September 5, 1986

Following statements are attached if available:

Sponsor statement: Yes
Committee statement: Assembly Yes

Senate Yes
Fiscal Note: No .'._
Veto Message: Yes {I
Message on Signing: No ,;

Following were printed:
Reports: No

Hearings: No



cmma_iﬁ_,d_ms oF 1.7, 19 §6
AFPROVED 9_/ 5 / 74

CORRECTED COPY
[TILIRD OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT)

SENATE, No. 396

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1986 SESSION

By Senator RAND

AN Acr requiring eertain bridges and overpasses to have their
maximum clearance marked ®or posfed® thercon, *fand** pro-
viding for signs waruing approaching motorists of {le hridyges

and overpasses ++i[**, and making an appropriatio; Rt

BE 1yt exactep by the Senate and General Asscmlily of the Stale
of New Jersey:

1. a. Every bridge or crerpass carrping a municipal voud or
highway or under the jurisdiction of a municipcli!yi*,* wi'h a clear-
ance of less than 14 feet *six inches® from the roachcay beneath
shall have the maximum clearance marked or posted thereon in
accordance with the current standards preservibed hy the Manua!
on Uniform Traffic Contral Devices for Strects and Higlhirays,

b. Signs warning persons driving motor vehicles that they are
approaching a bridge or overpass with less than 14 feet *sir inches®
clearance shall be posted at the last safe exit or detour preceding

the bridge or overpass and the maximum clearance of the bLridyge

10a or overpass shall be indicated on thesc signs.

¢. The signs or markings required by this scclion shall Le posted
or marked, as appropriatc, by, and shall Le maintained by *the
gorernmental entity®, *hL. it* the State or fhe political sub-
division®,* which has jurisdiction *[lor}® *orer® the roadway
underueath the hridge or overpass. **The provisions of this section
shall not apply to the toll rcad cuthoritics.*®
2. a. Every bridge or arverpass carryinyg a cowaly road or high-
way or under the jurisdiction of a courty®," with a clcarance
of less than 14 feet *six inches® from the roadwan beneath, shal!
have the maximum clearance morlked or posted thereor v aecor.
EXPLANATION—Matter encloted in bold-faced brackets [1hns) in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
Matter printed in italies thus is new matier.
Matter caclosed in asterisks or stars has heen adopted as follows:
*——Senate committee amendments adopted March 6, 1986,

*e—A bly nittee d dopted May 22, 1986.

*‘v‘f—Thlilse ilesm and langunge eliminated by the Governor on signing Sepiem-
L2 .
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dance with the current standards prescribed by the Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways.

b. Signs warning persons driving motor velicles thet they arve
approaching a bridse or overpass with less than 14 feet *six tnches®
clearance shall he rosted at the last safe exit or detour preeeding
the bridge or overpass aud the maxininn clearance of the bridee
or overpass shail be indicated on these signs.

¢. The signs er markings required by this section shall e
posted or marked. as appropriate, by, and shall be maintained
hy *ihe governmenial cutity®, *be it* the State ov the “politicat®
subdivision®,® which las jurisdiction °[ford* "eeer® the raad
way utiderneth the bridge ov overpass, **The provisioas of s
section shall not apply to the toll road authorities*®

3. a. Every bridge or orerpass carrying a Stele road or high-
way or under the jurisdictivn of the Departwment ef Transporta-
tion*,* with a clearance of lesy thair 14 Fecl *sic inches® from the
roediwcay beneath, shall Tave the marinan clegrance marked or
posted thereon in ac:wvdance with the curreat standards preserited
by the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets
and Iighways.

b. Signs warning persons driving motor vehicles that they are
approaciiing a bridg.: or overpass with less than 14 feet Ysix inches®
clearance shall be postedd at the last safe exit or detour preeeding
thie bridge or overpass and the maximum elearnuee ol the bridge
or overpass shall be indicated on these signs,

¢. The signs or markings requived by this section shall be
posted or marked, as appropriate, by, and shall be maintained by
*the governmental entity*, *be it* the State or the polit cal sub.
division*,* which has jurisdiction *[for]* *over* the roadway
underneath the bridge or overpass. **The provisions of this scc-
tion shall not apply tu the toll road authoritics.”*

4. a. Every bridge or overpass carrying o railroad®,® with a clear-
ance of less thew 14 feet *siz inches® from the roadwaey beneatk,
shall have th: mazximum clearance marked or posted thereon in
accordance w:th the cuirent stavdards prescribed by the Manual
on Uniform Trafjic Cortrol Devices for Slreets and Highways,

b. Signs warning persons driving mofor vehicles that they are
approaching a bridje or orerpass with less thau 14 feef *six
inches® clearance <hal’ be posted at the last safe exit or detow
preceding the bridgr vy vrerpass and the mavimum clearance of
the bridge or vrerpass shall be indicated on these signas.

c. The signs or markings required by this section shall be

posted or marled, as appropriale, by, and shall be maintained
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by ®the governmental entily®, [*over®} ®be it* the State or the
political subdivision®,® which has jurisdiction *[for]* [*be it*]
*over® the roadway underneath the bridge or overpass. **The pro-
visions of this section shall not apply to the toll road authorities,®®

7+t[**5. There is appropriated from the General Fund the sun
of $95,000.00 to the Department of Transportation to allucate to
the counties and municipalities as assistance for costs incwrred
pursuant to this act **Jii+

2*[5.7°" v¥rL 6.t Q4% vi15.1tt This act shall take effect *Lon
the 90th day following its enactment]® *immediately®, except that
signs or markings shall not be required to be pasted or marked
until the *[365th]* *first® day *[following]® *of the 24th wmonth
after® the effective date of this act.

TRANSPORTATION—HIGHWAYS AND ROADS
Requires eertain bridges and overpasses to have maximum clear-
ance marked or posted thereon.
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PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1986 SESSION

By Senator RAND

AN Acr requiring certain bridges and overpasses to have their
maximum clearance marked *or posted® thereon, **and** pro-
viding for signs warning approaching motorists of the bridges

and overpasses ***[**, and making an appropriation®*J***.

BE 1 EnacTiD by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. a. Every bridge or overpass carrying a mumcipal road or
highway or under the jurisdiction of a municipality®,* with a clear-
ance of less than 14 feet *six inches® from the roadway beneath
shall have the mazximum clearance marked or posted thereon wn
accordance with the current standards prescribed by the Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways.

b. Signs warning persons driving motor vehicles that they are
approaching a bridge or overpass with less than 14 feet *six inches*
clearance shall be posted at the last safe exit or detour preceding

the bridge or overpass and the maximum clearance of the bridge

10a or overpass shall be indicated on these signs.

11
12
13
14
15
16

c. The signs or markings required by this section shall be posted
or marked, as appropriate, by, and shall be maintained by *the
governmental entity*, *be it* the State or the political sub-
division*,* which has jurisdiction *[for}* *over* the roadway
underneath the bridge or overpass. **The piovisions of this section
shall not apply to the toll road authorities.**

2. a. Every bridge or overpass carrying a county road or high-
way or under the jurisdiction of a coumty*,* with a clearance
of less than 14 feet *six inches*® from the roadway beneath, shall
have the maximum clearance marked or posted thereon in accot-

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thusl in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law,

Matter printed in italics thus is new matter.
Matter enclosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:
*—Senate committee amendments adopted March 6, 1986.
** __Assembly committee amendments adopted May 22, 1986.

** *_Senate amendments adopted in accordance with Governor’s recominenda-
tion September 8, 1986.
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dance with the current standards prescribed by the Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways.

b. Signs warning persons driving motor vehicles that they are
approaching a bridge or overpass with less than 14 feet *siz inches*®
clearance shall be posted at the last safe exit or detour preceding
the bridge or overpass and the maximum clearance of the bridge
or overpass shall be indicated on these signs.

¢. The signs or markings required by this section shall be
posted or marked, as appropriate, by, and shall be maintained
by *the governmental entity*, *be it* the State or the *political*
subdivision*,* which has jurisdiction *[for]* *over* the road-
way underneath the bridge or overpass. **The provisions of this
section shall not apply to the toll road authorities.**

3. a. Every bridge or overpass carrying a State road or high-
way or under the jurisdiction of the Department of Transporta-
tion*,* with a clearance of less than 14 feet *six inches* from the
roadway beneath, shall have the mazimum clearance marked or
posted thereon i accordance with the current standards prescribed
by the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets
and Highways.

b. Signs warning persons driving motor vehicles that they are
approaching a bridge or overpass with less than 14 feet *siz inches*
clearance shall be posted at the last safe exit or detour preceding
the bridge or overpass and the maximum clearance of the bridge
or overpass shall be indicated on these signs.

¢. The signs or markings required by this section shall Dbe
posted or marked, as appropriate, by, and shall be maintained by
*the governmental entity®, *be it* the State or ¢he political sub-
division*,* which has jurisdiction *[for]* *over* the roadway
underneath the bridge or overpass. **The provisions of this sec-
tion shall not apply to the toll road authorities.**

4. a. Every bridge or overpass carrying a railroad*,* with a clear-
ance of less than 14 feet *six inches* from the roadway beneath,
shall have the maximum clearance marked or posted thereon in
accordance with the current standards prescribed by the Manual
on Uniform Traffic Contiol Devices for Streets and Iighways.

b. Signs warning persons driving motor vehicles that they are
approaching a bridge or overpass wilth less than 14 feet *six
wnches* clearance shall be posted at the last safe exit or detour
preceding the bridge or overpass and the maximwmn clearance of
the bridge or overpass shall be indicated on these signs.

¢. The signs or markings required by this section shall be

posted or marked, as appropriate, by, and shall be maintained
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by *the governmental entity*, L over*]} *be it* the State or the
political subdiviston™®,* which has jurisdiction *[for]* [*be *]
*over® the roadway underneath the bridge or overpass. **The pro-
vistons of this section shall not apply to the toll road authoritics.**

***[**5. There is appropriated from the General Fund the sum
of $95,000.00 to the Department of Transportation to allocate to
the counties and wmunicipalities as assistance for costs incurred
pursuant to this act. *¥P***

*[.X* * [ 6. **** ***5.%** This act shall take effect *[on
the 90th day following its enactment]* *ummediately*, except that
signs or markings shall not be required to be posted or marked
until the *[365th]}* *first* day *[following)* *of the 24th monith
after* the eff ective date of this act.

TRANSPORTATION—HIGHWAYS AND ROADS
Requires certain bridges and overpasses to have maximum clear-

ance marked or posted thereon.



SENATE, No. 396
Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel
PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1986 SESSION
By Senator RAND

[OFFICITAL COPY REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 1533
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED APRTL 30, 1984
By Senators RAND, WEISS, COSTA and DALTON

Referred to Committee o Transportation and Communications

AN Acr requiring certain bridges and overpasses to have their
maximum clearance marked *or posted* thereon, and providing

for signs warning approacking motorists of the bridges and

overpasses.

1 BE 11 E¥ACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
2 of New Jersey:

£ 1. a. *[The governing body of a municipality, for every bridge
2 or overpass within its jurisdiction with a clearance of less than 14
3 feet froin the roadway, shall have the maximum clearance marked

4 thereon in leiters at least 24 inches in height and three inches wide
5 per siroke, and no other writing shall appear thereon.J* *Every
6 bridge or overpass carrying o municipal road or highway or under
7 the jurisdiction of a municipality with a clearance of less than 14
S feel from the rondway beneath, shall have tke maximum clearance
N narked or posfed thercon in accordance with the current standards
10 prescribed by the 3Mannal on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for
11 Streets and Ilighways.*

12 b. Signs warning persons driving motor vehicles that they are
13 approaching a bridge or overpass with less than 14 feet clearance
14 shall be posted at the last safe exit or detour preceding the bridge
15 or overpass and the maximum clearance of the bridge or overpass
16 shall be indicated on these signs.

17 “c.* The signs ®or markings® required by this *[subseetion]®
18 “*section® shall be posted ®or marked, as appropriate. by.* and
19 *shall be® maintained by*,* the State or *[its]* *the® political
20 subdivision which has jurisdiction for the rocadway underneath the
21" bridge or overpass.

Enuxunonh—:‘l;ner :n:':::i .h! lml‘!.".:db:,:::li::;d [‘ulllu:‘:'.: li:w.““ sbove biil
Matter printed in italies thus is new matter.

Batter enclosed in asterisks or siars bas been adopted as follows:
*—Senat Jttee d dopted May 14, 1984.
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2. a. *[The governing body of a county, for every bridge or over-

pass within its jurisdietion with a clearance of less than 14 feet
from the roadway, shall have the maxiinumm clearance inarked
thereou in letters at least 24 inches in height and three inches wide
per stroke, and no other writing shall appear thereon.J* *Every
bridge or overpass carrying a county road or highwuy or under
the jurisdiction of a county with a clearance of less than 14 feet
from the roudway beneath, shall have the mazimum clearance
marked or posted Lhereon wn accordunce with the current standards
prescribed Ly the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for
Strects anid Highways.*

b. Signs warning persons driving motor velicles that they are
approaching a bridge or overpass with less than 14 feet clearance
shall be posted at the last safe exit or detour precediung the bridge
or vverpass and the maximum clearance of the bridge or overpass
shall he indicuted on these signs.

*¢.* The signs "or markings® rvequired by this *[subsection]®
“section® shall be posted *or marked, as appropriate, by,* and
“shall be* maintained by”,” the Stule or *[its]* *the* subdivision
which baus jurisdiclion for the roadway underneath the bridge or
overpass.

3. a. *[The Department of Transportation, for every bridge or
overpass within its jurisdietiou with a clearance of less than 14
feet from the roadway, shall have the 1uaximmm clearance marked
thereon in letters at least 24 inches in height and three inches wide
per stroke, and no other writing shall appear thereon.]* “Every
bridge or overpass coyrying a State road or highway or under the
jurisdiction of the Department of Transportation with a clearance
of less than 14 feet from the roadway beneath, shall have the mazi-
mum clearance marked or posted thereon in accordance with the
current standards prescribed by the Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices for Streets and Highways.*

h. Signs warning persons driving motor vehicles that they are
approaching a bridge or overpass with less than 14 feet clearance
shall be posted at the lust safe exit or detour preceding the bridge
or vverpass and the maximum clearance of the bridge or overpass
shall be indicated ou these sigus.

*c.* The signs “or markings™ required by this *[subsection]®
*seclion® shall be posted *or marked, as appropriate, by,* and
‘shall be* wmaintained by®,* the State or *[its]* *the® political
subdivision which has jurisdiction for the roadway underneath the

bridge or overpass.
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*4. a. Every bridge or overpass carrying a railroad with a
clearance of less than 14 feet from the roadway beneath, shall have
the maximum clearance marked or posted thereon in accordance
with the current standards prescribed by the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways.

b. Signs warning persons driving motor vehicles that they are
approaching a bridge or overpass with less than 14 feet clearance
shall be posted at the last safe exit or detour preceding the bridge
or overpass and the maximum clearance of the bridge or overpass
shall be indicated on these signs.

c. The signs or markings required by this section shall be posted
or marked, as appropriate, by, and shall be maintained by, the
State or the political subdivision which has jurisdiction for the
roadway underneath the bridge or overpass.*

*[4.J* *5.% This act shall take effect on the 90th day following
its enactment®, except that signs or markings shall not be required
to be posted or marked until the 365th day following the effective
date of this act*.

STATEMENT
This bill would correct the present situation wherein because of
inadequate posting of height restrictions certain commercial motor
vehicles get wedged between the road surface and a bridge or

5396 ?mfé)

overpass.



ASSEMBLY APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 396

[Orrictar, Cory REPRINT]

with Assembly committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MAY 22, 1986

The Assembly Appropriations Committee favorably reports this bill,
as amended.

Senate Bill No. 396 (OCR) as amended provides that every bridge or
overpass with clearance of less than 1414 feet, under the jurisdiction
of or carrving a municipal, county or State road or highway, must have
the maxinium clearance marked or posted. Additionally, there must be
warning signs posted at the last safe exist or detour as drivers ap-
proach these bridges or overpasses. The government entity having
jurisdiction over the roadway must post or mark and maintain the
warning signs. The tine period for the signs or markiugs to be posted
or marked is two vears after enactment. The provisions of the bill will

not apply to the toll road authorities.

Fiscan Tmpacr:

There has not been a fiscal note prepared for this bill. The cost of
posting or marking and the maintenance of the markings will be the
responsibility of the State or political subdivision which has juris-
diction of the roadway bencath the bridge or overpass having a clear-
ance of less than 1414 feet. However, the signs or postings do not
have to be provided for 24 months after enactment. There is an appro-
priation of $95,000.00 to be allotted to those counties and municipalities

incurring costs.

COoMMITTEE AMENDMENTS

The committee amended the bill, as recommended by the Sub-Com-
mittee on Government Operations, to exclude the toll road authorities
and to make an appropriation of $95,000.00 to assist those counties and

municipalities incurring costs.



SENATE TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 396

with Senate committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MARCH 6, 1986

The Senate Transportation and Communications Committee reports
favorably Senate Bill No. 396 with Senate committee amendments.

This bill is intended to correct the present situation wherein because
of inadequate posting of height restrictions, certain commercial vehicles
get wedged between the road surface and a bridge or overpass.

As amended by the committee, this bill provides that every bridge or
overpass carrying a municipal, county or State road or highway or
under their jurisdiction with a clearance of less than 14 feet six inches
from the roadway beneath, shall have the maximum clearance marked
or posted thercon in accordance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices for Streets and Highways. In addition, signs indicating
the maximum clearance are to le posted at the last safe exit or detour
preceding the bridge or overpass. The responsibility for posting or
marking and maintaining the signs or markings shall rest with the
governmental entity, be it the State or the political subdivision, which
has jurisdiction over the roadway underneath the bridge or overpass.
In addition, the provisions of the hill are to apply to bridges carrying
railroads. The amended bill also provides that the required signs and
markings are to be posted or marked 24 months after the effective date
of the act.

The principal amendments adopted by the committee were a change
in the clearance requirement from 14 feet to 14 feet six inches in order
to conform the bhill to the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
for Streets and Highways, and a clarification of the langnage of the
bill to make clear that the responsibility for posting or marking and
maintaining the signs or markings rests with the political entity, be it
the State or the political subdivision, which has jurisdiction over the
roadway underneath the bridge or overpass. In addition, the bill was
amended to permit two years from the effective date rather than only
one year, as the period of time during which the signs or markings are

to be posted or marked.
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As amended by the committee, the bill is identical to Assembly Bill
No. 1835 (OCR), released by the Assembly Transportation, Communica-
tions and High Technology Committee.

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1986 session pending
technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes required

by technical review which has been performed.




STATE OF NEW JERSEY
EXECUTWE DEPARTMENT

September 5, 1986

SENATE BILL NO. 396 (2nd OCR)

To the Senate:

Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph 15 of the Constitution, I am
appending to Senate Bill No. 396 (2nd OCR) at the time of signing it, this
statement of the items, or parts thereof, to which I object so that each item,
or part thereof, so objected to shall not take effect.

This legislation provides that every bridge or overpass with a clearance
of less than 14} feet, under the jurisdiction of or carrying a municipal,
county or State road or highway, must have the maximum clearance marked or
posted thereon. This is designed to correct situations where certain commer-
cial vehicles become wedged between the road surface and a bridge or overpass
because of inadequate postings of height restrictions. The posting shall be
made in accordance with the standards prescribed by the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highwa?s. Furthermore, the legislation
requires the installation of warning signs at the last safe exit or detour
preceding a bridge or overpass with a clearance under 14} feet. The warning
signs would indicate the maximum clearance of an approaching bridge or overpass.

The responsibility for the placement and maintenance of the aforementioned
warning signs shall rest with the governmental entity possessing jurisdiction
over the roadway underneath a particular bridge or overpass. Additionally, the
bill appropriates $95,000.00 from the General Fund fto the Department of Trans=-
portation to provide counties and municipalities with assistance for the costs
associated with the legislation.

Although I support the intention of this legislation, I find the appro-
priation provided in Senate Bill No. 396 (2nd OCR) to be unnecessary. I
believe that the costs incurred by a county or municipality to install and
maintain the required warning siéns can be easily absorbed by each political
subdivision affected by this legislation. In contrast, the Department of

Transportation would have to incur expenses far in excess of the proposed

$95,000.00 appropriation to administer and oversee distribution of the funds.



STATE OF NEW JERSEY
ExecuTivE DEPARTMENT

Accordingly, I am removing the appropriation contained in Senate Bill
No. 396 (2nd OCR) as follows:

Page 3, Section 5, Lines l-4: Delete in its entirety.

Page 3, Section 6, Line 1: Delete "6." and insert "5."

Respectfully,
/s/ Thomas H. Kean

GOVERNOR

[seal]

Attest:
/s/ Michael R. Cole

Chief Counsel
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