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P.L.l,8U~ CHAPTER 828, o",."flffl Au.... ' I, II" , '. ' 

1892 Senate No. 1341 

, AN ACr .."l11inl chanle of name and amendtns N.,.S.2A:52-1 
a andN.J.s.aAI53-2. 
3 
4 81 IT DlAeTED bJl '". Sena'. and G.nera' A,..,mb'!' 0/ .he 
5 Skt•• GIN."",,!': 
8 1. N.'.S.IIA;U,1 is amended to read as follows:, 2A:~-I.An, person rna, institute an action in Superior 
8 Coutt.for authority to I18U1ne another name. The cornplalnt for 
9 • chtnp ofnlme shall [state) be accompanied Jut a swom 

10 am.vii .t.~ the applicant' s name, date ofblrth. social 
tl yc:un,X number. whether or not the applicant h",ever, been 
12 convicted ot\a, crimel and whether any criminal' charges are 
13 pend1n8 asaiM.t him and, if [so) such convictions or pending 
14 c:halJ!Sexiat. shall provide such details in cofUlectiorltherewith 
15 sufficient to readily identify the matter referred to. [Service of a 
18 copy of t.he C9mplaint, whether or not citing a prior conviction or 
11 pendiiIa.,chal'8~ shall be made upon the AttomeyGeneral. the 
18 colBlty'prosecutor of the county in which the action 1. filed, and, 
19 if applic~ble.,.ri the prosecutor of the county in which the 
20 appliCant'waS;p18viously convicted of a crime or in which charges 
21 a&aiasti~bn(,", pending for such response as they may deem 
22 appmptiate.)1'Ileswom affidavit shall also recite that the action 

i 
~ 

23 for achtuure' 6f name is not being instituted for pUrposes of 
24 avoidii!B0r.olfstructing criminal prosecution or fllr avoiding 
25 creditofsor,"ipetrating a criminal or civil fraud., If criminal 
26 chagJesare.g, the applicant shall serVe a cOw of the 
27 complaint' and affidavit upon any State or count, ',prosecuting i\28 authorlt,r@OOlWible for the prosecution of any perulidi charges. 
29 A person ~t8 a (disorderly persons offense] crime of the 
30 fourth degreeif he knowingly gives or causes to be given false 1 

~ t 

31 infonnatiOriwKbiJf this section. 
32 (cf: P.L.1981. c.362. s.l) 
33 2. N.J.S.2A:S2-2 is amended to read as follows: 
34 2A:S2-2. su.ch person, from and after the day specified 
35 thereforiD>the,judgment in the action. shall be known by the 
36 name which~bY(bejudgment. he is authorized to assume" and by 
31 no other. .rliej~dgment for change of name shall in,clude the 
38 ~an~'s.t~~t~. of birth. and the] social security nllDlber and 
39 date of birth;i:Ihe «<lerk of the court shall forward, a,(;qpy of the 
40 judanuultto,tb~St~te Bureau of , Identification in thePi~n of 
41 State PoJice" if the person has been convicted of a crime or if 
42 there are,crlilliniJ. charges pending gainst him. 
43 (cf: P.L.I981. G.1e2, s.2) 
44 3. This act shail take effect immediately. 

EXPLANATlOH-MIUet' enclosed '" bold-faced brackets [thus] '" tile 
Ibove btll is not'el'llcted ,nd is inte!ld~ to be OIIUted ,n til. law. 

Matter ullderHnlcL_ is new uttel'. 

http:applic~ble.,.ri
http:2A:~-I.An
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\ . STATIMINT 
a 
3 TllalIiIU would simpUfJ the Proc... 11). actionl 
4 ...t~"to lII8UI1le a new nfQ1l': In 1IO,,~inI.it would IM»th e., 

for the 

6 tbt butUn on thole who ..ek to ch..... th"t\~. and inQrease 

8 tht.~ieaGY of tbe 8Ovemmental ..enat"· Ulvolved In tb, 


'~" .' .. : 
I . 


."

8 '~ law requil'8l aU appltOtllwffJr autltOrlty to assume a 

.9~}", to live ootic:e tOP~~~fla,1i,.enc;l88, It a1fJo 

10 :' ),'" t clerks to Pl'O"i~·c;c)pJ~Rr!41:jlNm.w 8f8DtinJ 
 I . l 

i 

'i 

11 I'It, to the DivisiQllof.St.t, ~Uf=e. The process 
12 . burdens applicants, QOUii ····clor_ end the law 
13 t officials whc) mU8t ..~c... iIt. ~~t~tia1 numberot 

14 ...• received In order to identify the few cases that 

lS'raUention,. . 

18:.,.':',,;, .. 'would revifi8 ~.'" "w.fto;.~eitl1f01.'C;ement officials 

11 "wt,Ji~j'ce and judamen~ onl)rjllc:~~Wltei!;'$Jcbinfonnation 

18 ·iifiIt~;'~etbe ~ for ~ it isga~red preventinS 8 


19 .~~~.i,i'om utilizinS the Pl'OCes... to ..' ."oid;::'~rosecution or to 

20~_'~~Jte consequenc8f ot pJiqr ~viqtlo"'. Tbis.bill would 

21 f~iUt;.i~~.J,S.2A:52-1to req1li'" only. pt;tf$Ons with pendins 


. 	22 ·'C~f~charses. to pr,ovide~~to~al ~ies with of their 
23 'iPJie~i~ to asSume a newn~.~. ~ tJill'would aJacj ~end 
24 N~1;~2A;$2-2 to. require the' c:1erk of. the Superior Court to 
25 pfO.Vid~the DivisiQn ofStatf! pGlf.CI3· with, 8«:qpy af the judsment 
26 oruyiriJhe applicant watther Pending' c~ char8~ or prior 
27~~'FonVictions. It WOuld 'urtherim~l'Ovii;;~b~ efficitmCy and 

. 28 	 ·...~of tQ~. lawenf~n:;eJJlentasBQC:i,..~yplved by requiring 
~9 .th8'tiiii;ant to supply his or ber social seturityn\IIDber. 

-:'.-"'<':"J:~'" "-,, - , - <'>":' , 

30 
31 
32 
33 

: I-<;,'J~/ 

34 Cl~~fi" ~reJJlents in civil aCtion bl'Oughtby persons seeking 
35 to!di'~ge their names. 
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1 STATEMENT 
2 

3 This bill would simplify the procedures in actions for the 
4 authority to assume a new name. In so doing, it would both ease 
5 the burden on those who seek to change their name and increase 
6 the efficiency of the governmental agencies involved in the 
7 process. 
8 Current law requires all applicants for authority to assume a 
9 new name to give notice to prosecutorial agencies. It also 

10 requires court clerks to provide copies of all judgments granting 
11 such authority to the Division of State Police. The process 
12 needlessly burdens applicants, court clerks and the law 
13 enforcement officials who must process the substantial number of 
14 documents received in order to identify the few cases that 
15 require their attention. 
16 This bill would revise the law to provide enforcement officials 
17 with notice and judgments only in cases where such information 
18 will serve the purpose for which it is gathered preventing a 
19 person from utilizing the process to avoid prosecution or to 
20 escape the consequences of prior convictions. This bill would 
21 amend N.J.S.2A:52-1 to require only persons with pending 
22 criminal charges to provide prosecutorial agencies with of their 
23 application to assume a new name. This bill would also amend 
24 N.J .S.2A:52-2 to require the clerk of the Superior Court to 
25 provide the Division of State Police with a copy of the judgment 
26 only if the applicant has either pending criminal charges or prior 
27 criminal convictions. It would further improve the efficiency and 
28 accuracy of the law enforcement agencies involved by requiring 
29 the applicant to supply his or her social security number. 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 Clarifies requirements in civil action brought by persons seeking 
35 to change their names. 
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ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMITTEE 

STA TEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1245 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: JUNE 3, 1993 

The Assembly Judiciary, Law and Public Safety Committee 
reports favorably Senate Bill No. 1245. 

The present procedures governing applications for authority to 
assume a new name are set forth in N. J .S.2A:52-1 and 
N.J .S.2A:52-2. These statutes currently require all applicants for 
name changes to notify prosecutorial agencies. These statutes also 
require court clerks to provide copies of all judgments granting such 
authority to the Division of State Police. This process needlessly 
burdens applicants, court clerks and the law enforcement officials 
who must process the substantial number of documents received in 
order to identify the few cases that require their attention. 

In order to elevate this situation, the bill would amend 
N.J .S.A.2A:52-1 to require only persons with pending criminal 
charges to provide prosecutorial agencies with notice of their 
application to assume a new name. This bill would also amend 
N. J .S.A: 52-2 to require the clerk of the Superior Court to provide 
the Division of State Police with a copy of a judgment authorizing a 
name change only if the applicant has either pending criminal 
charges or prior criminal convictions. The bill would further 
improve the efficiency and accuracy of the law enforcement 
agencies involved by requiring the applicant to supply their social 
security number. 

In addition, this bill would upgrade the penalty for giving false 
information in connection with a name change application from a 
disorderly persons offense to a crime of the fourth degree. 
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SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

ST A TEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1245 


STATE OF NEW JERSEY 


DATED: DECEMBER 10, 1992 

The Senate Judiciary Committee reports favorably Senate Bill 
No. 1245. 

The present procedures governing applications for authority to 
assume a new name are set forth in N.J.S.2A:52-1 and 
N. J .S.2A:52-2. These statutes currently require all applicants for 
name changes to notify prosecutorial agencies. These statutes also 
require court clerks to provide copies of all judgments granting such 
authority to the Division of State Police. This process needlessly 
burdens applicants, court clerks and the law enforcement officials 
who must process the substantial number of documents received in 
order to identify the few cases that require their attention. 

In order to eleviate this situation, the bill would amend 
N.J .S.A.2A:52-1 to require only persons with pending criminal 
charges to provide prosecutorial agencies with notice of their 
application to assume a new name. This bill would also amend 
N. J .S.A:52-2 to require the clerk of the Superior Court to provide 
the Division of State Police with a copy of a judgment authorizing a 
name change only if the applicant has either pending criminal 
charges or prior criminal convictions. The bill would further 
improve the efficiency and accuracy of the law enforcement 
agencies involved by requiring the applicant to supply their social 
security number. 

[n addition, this bill would upgrade the penalty for giving false 
infonnation in connection with a name change application from a 
disorderly persons offense to a crime of the fourth degree. 
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