on s2-!

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST
Compiled by the NJ State Law Library

(Name change--various changes)

NJIBA: 2A:52~-1

LAWS OF: 1993 CHAPTER: 228

BILL NO: 51245

SPONSOR (8) O/Connor

DATE INTRODUCED: October 8, 1992

COMMITTEE: ASSEMBLY: Judiciary
SENATE: Judiciary

AMENDED DURING PASSAGE: No

DATE OF PASBAGE: ASS8EMBLY: June 21, 1993
SENATE: March 15, 1993

DATE OF APPROVAL: August 6, 1993

FOLLOWING STATEMENTS ARE ATTACHED IF AVAILABLE:

SPONSOR STATEMENT: Yes
COMMITTEE STATEMENT: ASSEMBLY: Yes

S8ENATE: Yes
FISCAL NOTE: No
VETO MESSBAGE: No
MESSAGE ON BIGNING: No
FOLLOWING WERE PRINTED: No
REPORTS: No
HEARINGS: No

KBG:pp



o o W W W W W MNNNNMBMDNIEDNDD ™ o o b b b -t
amw»Scnwvcnc:.uoamwowcn-qmcn.auNwowavowawwzowaqau*an..

P.L.1983, CHAPTER 228, approved August 6, 1993
1092 Senate No, 1248

AN ACT congeming change of name and amending N.J.8.2A:62-1
and N.J.S.2A:62-2.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:
1. N.].S.2A:82-1 is amended to read as follows:
2A:82-1. Any person may institute an action in Superior
Court, for anthnrity to assume another name. The complaint for
l ehange of mme shall [state] be accompanied !!! a _sworn
licant's name, date of social
;_;u_c_u_ﬂgx mlnber, whether or not the applicant has -ever_been
convicted of a crime, and whether any criminal charses are

pemting agamst him and, if [so] such convictions or pending

"ehaggg exist, shall provide such details in connection therewith

sufficient to readily identify the matter referred to. [Service of a
copy of the complaint, whether or not citing a prior conviction or
pandmg charges, shall be made upon the Attomey General. the
county prosecutor of the county in which the action'is filed, and,
if apphcable. pon the prosecutor of the county in which the
applicant was previously convicted of a crime or in which charges
against him are pending for such response as they may deem
apptdpn te.]"l‘h sworn affxdavnt shall also recite that the action

criminal grosecutlon or for avoiding
a cnmmal or civil fraud. ,lf criminal

authonty rejgg_‘ble for the prosecution of any gg@g charges.
A person commits a [disorderly persons offensel crime of the
fourth degree if he knowingly gives or causes to be ngen false
information under this section.
(cf: P.L.1981, c. 362, 5.1)

2. N.J.S.2A:52-2 is amended to read as follows:

2A:52-2. Such person, from and after the day specified
therefor in"the. Judgment in the action, shall be known by the
name whmh‘ by he judgment, he is authorized to assume,, and by
he judgment for change of name shall include the
‘of birth, and the] social security number and
¢ clerk of the court shall forward a copy of the
]udgment to ‘theState Bureau of Identification in the Divxsmn of
State Pollce i{f_the person has been_convicted of a crime or if
there are cnminal charges pending against him.
{cf: P.L.1981, c.362, 5.2)

3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATlMtter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the
above bill is not ‘enacted 2nd is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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51245

STATEMENT

This bill would simplify the procedures in actions for the
authority to assume a new name. In so doing, it would both ease
the burden on those who seek to change their name and increase
the efficiency of the governmental agencies involved in the
Process.

Current law requires all applicants for authority to assume a
new name to give notice to prosecutorial agencies. It also
requires court clerks to provide copies of all judgments granting
such authority to the Division of State Police. The process
needlessly burdens applicants, court clerks and the law
enforcement officials who must process the substantial number of
documents received in order to identify the few cases that
require their attention.

This bill would revise the law to provide enforcement officials
with notice and judgments only in cases where such information
will serve the purpose for which it is gathered preventing a
person from utilizing the process to avoid prosecution or to
escape the consequences of prior convictions. This bill would
amend N.J.S.2A:52-1 to require only persons with pending
criminal charges to provide prosecutorial agencies with of their
application to assume a new name, This bill would also amend
N.J.S.2A:52-2 to require the clerk of the Superior Court to
provide the Division of State Police with a copy of the judgment
only if the applicant has either pending criminal charges or prior
criminal convictions. It would further improve the efficiency and
accuracy of the law enforcement agencies involved by requiring
the applicant to supply his or her social security number.

Clarifies requirements in civil action brought by persons seeking
to change their names.



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No, 1245
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JUNE 3, 1993

The Assembly Judiciary, Law and Public Safety Committee
reports favorably Senate Bill No. 1245.

The present procedures governing applications for authority to
assume a new name are set forth in N.].S.2A:52-1 and
N.J.S.2A:52-2. These statutes currently require all applicants for
name changes to notify prosecutorial agencies. These statutes also
require court clerks to provide copies of all judgments granting such
authority to the Division of State Police. This process needlessly
burdens applicants, court clerks and the law enforcement officials
who must process the substantial number of documents received in
order to identify the few cases that require their attention.

In order to elevate this situation, the bill would amend
N.J.S.A.2A:52-1 to require only persons with pending criminal
charges to provide prosecutorial agencies with notice of their
application to assume a new name. This bill would also amend
N.J.S.A:52-2 to require the clerk of the Superior Court to provide
the Division of State Police with a copy of a judgment authorizing a
name change only if the applicant has either pending criminal
charges or prior criminal convictions. The bill would further
improve the efficiency and accuracy of the law enforcement
agencies involved by requiring the applicant to supply their social
security number.

In addition, this bill would upgrade the penalty for giving false
information in connection with a name change application from a
disorderly persons offense to a crime of the fourth degree.



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1245
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: DECEMBER 10, 1992

The Senate Judiciary Committee reports favorably Senate Bill
No. 1245.

The present procedures governing applications for authority to
assume a new name are set forth in N.].S.2A:52-1 and
N.].S.2A:52-2. These statutes currently require all applicants for
name changes to notify prosecutorial agencies. These statutes also
require court clerks to provide copies of all judgments granting such
authority to the Division of State Police. This process needlessly
burdens applicants, court clerks and the law enforcement officials
who must process the substantial number of documents received in
order to identify the few cases that require their attention.

[n order to eleviate this situation, the bill would amend
N.].S.A.2A:52-1 to require only persons with pending criminal
charges to provide prosecutorial agencies with notice of their
application to assume a new name. This bill would also amend
N.].S.A:52-2 to require the clerk of the Superior Court to provide
the Division of State Police with a copy of a judgment authorizing a
name change only if the applicant has either pending criminal
charges or prior criminal convictions. The bill would further
improve the efficiency and accuracy of the law enforcement
agencies involved by requiring the applicant to supply their social
security number.

[n addition, this bill would upgrade the penalty for giving false
information in connection with a name change application from a
disorderly persons offense to a crime of the fourth degree.
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