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LOFFJ ('] ..\1.. C'UI)Y HEPJ{j :;CJ'J 

SENATE, NOD 670
 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

PRE-FILED FOR IXTRODl7C rl1ION IN THE 1976 SI~SSION 

By Senator MENZA 

AN ACT conceming traffic regulations and amending R. S. 39 :4-115. 

1 BE IT D-_\CTED by the SCi/ate and Gcncml Assemblv of the State 

2 of NelL' Jersey: 

1 1. R S, 39 :4-115 is amended to read as follows: 

2 39 :4-115. The driyer of a yehicle or the motorman of a streetcar 

3 'a.'" intl'nding to turn to t1w rig-ht 01' left at an intcr:sedioll where 

4 traffic i:" controlled by trdlic: control :signal:- Cll' b:- a traftic or }JoJicC' 

;) officer, :':1-all pl'Clccc'c1 to'[: 0.]' make eithn tUt'll ·with propel' care 

6 to <lyoil1 D('(,il1E:llLs '1l!el", C'J'({Ljt lIS Vrul'idcd in II. fJelo/c/,' only UPOll 

I the" Go" ",i~]wl HulL':"" otlJ(']'\yisu dircdl'cl lJy a tl'af'lic or police 

8 office]', a" orJit..:iHI sign OJ' ",pl'cial signnl; 01" /1. [H'hell a sigl/ is ill 

9 place j)C}liiittiiig a tlll"l/, iJlo!,·(' I( rigid illril Icith due carc_. caution 

1(J and circi';;i"pcction after fillly stoppiu/J his vehicle as close as 

11 pr((ctical)!" lit the elltrullCf; fo the cross/calk 01/ the ncar side of the 

12 intersecti·:.jl or, if 1I01le, tllf:1I ((t the entrallce to the intersection in 

13 obedience to {( "t':Or!i} red siglllll, hut slrall Vield the 1'ight of way 

H to pedf,'tri'ln.~ ((Iill (jtll!"r trojjic JirOGeulin!J (f,' llirected by the signa! 

15 at said ii,f,r.~(etioll, e,(upi Ililit the Slull', IlIlInicijJol or cOllnty 

IG Iillthorit:1 J,rrciil,1J jllJ'is(!icfioJ/ 111'1'1' the hi[]l/lciI.IJ to be eJllered lIlay 

17 111'0llihit ,:I;!} s/(I·lI rigid tunl II!/oillst u shilil!! red si/Jilul (It any 

18illtersecli'Jii]· - illtel/dillg to tltill I'i/J/d at (lJI iJitersection Il:herc 

19 tralJic is I'.i.f/',)ll,'d by a tratiie cOlltrol sigllal "hull, Ill/less all oDicial 

20 sign of n, ,"filte. }}Ii/Hieipi/li!.!!, or cOllilfi! uldluHity !tal'iJl{] jurisdic­

:21 tiim O/,i r if" i,licr..,cdiul/ jlrollillil" lIte S(/)I/('. proceed to Jl/ake the 

:22 Illru'lIjJlJ/ i I; ",')1°11" Of "('(il/liU/i" si,r;llIti lL:ilf! pruller Cllrc to oruid 

2:; (lccidnd)' .Flcr ((J}/liJl{j !n 0 /1111 stUj), OIISCrl'iJlI! tl'oflie iJl all direc­

2+ tioll8 ui/Ii'i!i·/,)iJI!! to illl pl'II,,,tJ'iuIIS I/ili/ olJ,,'( Ir((lJ/c Iran'liJI/! in 

:2:> (/ din.,c/i"j iii JI/"( II life t/lJ')/ I,'illlll• ))/(Illc. J:rdll the approach for 

:2(j ((lid tlli' i l(i:-I.ull Ill; 1}/'lllI' 1,_,' ('!o>e tiS pl'lll ijc((lJ{,~ to Ihe riglit­

EXI'LANATIO:,,-~Iatlcrcnc!os{·l! in buill-faced brackcrs [thus] in the ahove hill 
is nol enacled and is ;"lc,,,le<l lu be umitled in the law. 

I 
i
 I
 I. 

,i:i 

j 
l: 
I 
1 

j!Ii 
\,

I: i
 
Ii I

i
 

Ii 
Ii 
I',I 

11 

I: 
I 
I
 

, I, L
 

I
 
I'
Ii 
Ii 
I 

I 

,
I 

I' 



2
 

27 hanel curb or edge of the roorl)i,0'!J, w}es) such intersection is other­

2,3 wise posted"'. 

1 2. This act shall take df(:c:t * [~J(JT' "'180'" days following 

2 enactment. 

~; 
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ASSEl\fBLY TR.t\NSPORTATION AND
 
COi\Il\IUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
 

,1. 
; 

SENATE, No. 670 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: ~I.A.Y 12, 1976 

This bill permits the drh-er of a ychide to make a right turn at a red 

light lUlless there is an official prohibitory sign of the State, county 

or municipal authority baying jurisdiction over the roadway. The turn 

may be made after the dri\er stops fully and proceeds with caution, 

yielding to traffic and pede::trians. 

The State Enerb'J Office ::upport.s this bill and contends that enact­

ment of this measure ,voulcl save approximately five million gallons of 

gasoline each year in XeY." Jersey by facilitating the flow of traffic, 

"hich would thereby result in a decrease of motor vehicle emissions. 

The State Energy Office points out that there has been no appreciable 

increase in the number of traffic accidents or pedestrian fatalities in the 

twenty-four states that pre::ently permit right turns at red lights. 
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SENATE, No. 670 
--,-~-

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

ADOPTIDD APRIL 2G, 1876 

Amcll(l pag:e 1, ;,;ection 1, line 3, before ,. intC'nding", insert "a." 

Amend }J~\ge 1, :'l'ctionl, line 5, after "procC'ed to", omit": n.". 

Amend pas'\: 1, section 1, line G, after" accidents anu", insert", except 

as proyic1ed in b. 13elo\\',". 

Amend pa~e 1, section 1, lines 8 tllrough 1i~ delC'te 8 through 17 and 

insert new subsection b. to read as follo\ys: ., inh'nding' to turn right 

at an illtcrscc:tioll where haftle is controlled by a tramc control signal 

:,; hall , nnle"" an official sig'n of tlle State. municipality, or 

authority lun-ing- jurisdiction oyer the inter"eclion })rohil}its the same, 

proceed to make the turn upon a 'Stop' or 'Cnution' sig'Ttal ,vitb proper 

care to a\"oic1 accidents after coming' to a full stop, observing traffic in 

all direction" and yielding' to all pedestrians and other traffic traveling 

in a direetioll in \yhieh tho tum will be madt'o Both tho al1proaeh for 

nua tIl() turn "hall be made as close as pl'acticnble to 

curb or edge of the rOCllh\'ay, unless ::iuch intel':,eetioll is 

posted.' ,
 

Amend page 1, section 2, line 1, delete "~)O", and insert "180".
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SENATE LA\V, PUBLIC SAFI~TY AND
 
DEFENSE COl\IJ\IITTEE
 

:)"L-\TE:JIEXT TO 

SEXATE, No. 670 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

D_-\TED: ..:~PRTL 26, 1976 

TL::: bill would amend :he motor Y('hides law to permit drivers to 

2:[-<E:': a right turn at r.:d lights unless there is an official prohibitory 

Si2:' of I1":.':- State, comlt:.- or municipal authority having jurisdiction 

-~,'.--:.-r thE:, roadwa:-. ThE: nE'll may be made after the dri,-er stops fully 

ET:.r} procE.-E.-ds ,\-ith caution. yielcling to trafric and pedestrians. 

ELact1ll>?nt of this mea,:-ure is expected to result in significaJltly lower 

(·{)l.snn;pt ion of fU01 th;~;" ;"a \- ing C'nergy resources and lowering paUll­

tic)!! len-Is. Traftle flow i,. ~J",o expeetC't1 to 1Je facilitated. 
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JULY 6, 1976 FOR FURTHER INFORl't.:\TION 

Governor B::-endan Byrne signed i::co la''; tocay 2. bill penaitting motorists 

t~8a~e- right turns on red signals ~::de~ certain cirCUffi3tanc2s. 

The measure, S-670) sponsored by Sei12.::or Alexander J. Henza) D-Union) 

permits wotorists to make the right turns after coming to a full stop and 

observing traffic in all directions, unless the intecsection is posted to 

the contrary. 

The new law becomes effective in 180 days) or on January 2) 1977. 

rne effective date was delayed to allow th~e to educate the public. 

"This measure will save millions of gallons of gasoline each year) 

and at the same time will contribute toward a cleaner environment by cutting 

dmm on motor vehicle emissions)" s2.id Byrne. 

The Governor said studies have shown there is no appreciable increase 

iu the number of motor vehicle accidents in states where right turns are 

permitted at red lights. 

Tne bill requires that before tUDling right at a red light, motorists 

m~st yield to all pedestrians and other traffic traveling in the direction 

in which the turn will be made. 

The bill permits the state, counties or municipalities to prohibit 

right turns on red signals at intersections over which they have jurisdiction 

by posting an official tr2.ffic sign. 
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