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STATE OF NEW JERSEY ‘ f

M i ?i

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1976 SESSION ; x %
By Senator MIENZA ) 1[
s

o

|

an

Ax Act concerning traffie regulations and amending R. S. 39:4-115. ; [

P
1 Br 17 =xactED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State ; | :

2 of New Jersey: : E

1 1. R, 30 39:4-115 is amended to read as follows:
2 39:4-115. The driver of a vehicle or the motorman of a streetear i
3 Fa.* intending to turn to the right or left at an intersection where ,
4 traffic iz controlled by trafiic control signals or by a traffic or police | ‘
3 officer, sLall proceed to™L: «.§" make cither turn with proper care ; ;
6 to avold accidents and”®, cocept as provided in b, below,* only upon ; b
7 the ““Go’ slenal unless otlierwise directed by a traflie or police L
8 officer, an official sign or special signal; or b TLwchen a sign is wn v '
9 place permitting a turn, malke a right {uricwith due care, caution o

10 and circiinspection after fully stopping lis vehicle as close as ;

11 practicalic of the entrance to the crosswall on the near side of the o
12 intersecticn or, if none, then at the entrance to the intersection in
13 obedience to a steady red signal, but shall ijield the right of way

14 to pedestrians and other trafiic procecdoing as divected by the signal

15 at said intersection, cocept that Lhe Slate, wanicipal or county

L AR AT TR R T T

16 authority Loving jurisdiciion vrer the highway to be enlered may : ‘
r 17 prolibit iy such vighl turi against « sleady red signal at any 1
': 18 intersectioi] “intending to turn vight at on intersection where
19 traffic is coutrolled by a traffic control signal shall, unless an official ;
; 20 signof the Ntateomunicipalily, or counly autlority having jurisdic- % ) ,
21 How over il atersectiovn prolubits the same, proceed to make the ;
* 29 lurnupor o Stop or CCanlion’” sigual acil e proper care to ervoid ' | ;
25 wccidenls witer cowing lo o [uldl stap, obsering troffic in all direc- . ‘: |
l o4 tions and wielding to oll pedestrians aud othicr traffic traveling in ‘

25 a divection duchicle thee e ocdl e made. Both the approach for
26 and (e Porie sl Le nnole s close as praciicable to the right- .

EXrLANATION—Matter enciosed in bold-faced brackets [thus)] in the above bill
iz not enacted and is intended o be omitted in the law.




2

Land curb or edge of the roadway, unless such intersection is other-

v

23 wise posted”.
2. This act shall take effect *[907" *180* days following

=

)

enactment.
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ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATION AND ' ;§ '
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE Dl
: )
: i
STATEMENT TO
SENATE, No. 676
[Orrician Cory REPRINT] E R
LR
STATE OF NEW JERSEY i
:
(I
DATED: MAY 12, 1976 L ' :
RESIE
This bill permits the driver of a vehicle to make a right turn at a red f ‘E f '
light wnless there is an official prohibitory sign of the State, county %: | f
Cl .
or municipal authority having jurisdiction over the roadway. The turn L P
may be made after the driver stops fully and proceeds with caution, ’ ;
vielding to traffic and pedestrians. ; %
The State Energy Office supports this bill and contends that enact- . 3 i
ment of this measure would save approximately five million gallons of . ] ]
gasoline each year in New Jersey by facilitating the flow of traffie, | [g
N
which would thereby result in a decrease of motor vehicle emissions. [ %
The State Energy Office points out that there has been no appreciable | E> i
. . e s L 1)
increase in the number of traffic accidents or pedestrian fatalities in the % | : s
twenty-four states that presently permit right turns at red lights. t ' §
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SENATK COMMITTER AMENDMENTS TO

SENATE, Ne. 670

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED APRIL 26, 1976

Amend page 1, section 1, line 3, before “intending”’, insert ‘‘a.”

Amend page 1, seetion 1, line 5, after ““proceed to’’, omit ““: a.”’,

Amend page 1, section 1, line 6, after “accidents and”’, insert **, except
as provided in b, below,”.

Amend pacze 1, section 1, lines 8 through 17, delete 8 through 17 and
insert new subsection h. to read as follows: *‘intending to turn right
at an intersection where traffic is controlled by a traffic control signal
shall, unlezs an official sign of the State, mumicipality, or county
authority having jurisdiction over the intersection prolibits the same,
proceed to make the turn upon a ‘Stop’ or ‘Caution’ signal with proper
care to avoid accidents after coming to a full stop, shserving traffic in
all directions and yielding to all pedestrians and other traflic traveling
in a direction in whiel the turn will be made. Both the approach for
and the turn shall he made as close as practicable to the right-hand
cwh or edge of the roadway, unless such interscction is otherwise
posted.”’

Amend page 1, section 2, line 1, delete ‘90", and insert ‘1807,

N 2
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SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
DEFENSE COMMITTEE

STATEMEXNT TO

SENATE, No. 678

with Senite ecommittee amendments

Py

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: APRIL 26, 1976

Tiriz Lill would amend the motor vehicles law to permnit drivers to
meake a right turn at red lights unless there is an official prohibitory
sigm of the State, county or municipal authority having jurisdiction
over the roadway. The turn may be made after the driver stops fully
end proceeds with caution. vielding to trafiic and pedestrians.

Eraciment of this measure is expected to result in significantly lower
sor.svanption of fuel thus :aving enevgy resources and lowering pollu-

-ion levels. Traffie flow i~ sl:0 expected to be facilitaied.
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JULY 6, 1976 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
7ok 1MHEDIATE RELZASE 500 CARRIPBILL

Governor Brendan Byrne signed into law today a bill permitting motorists
to. make. right turns on red signals under certain circumstances;

The measure,rsj6ZQJ sponsored by Senator Alexander J. Menza, D-Union,
permits motorists to make the right turas after coming to a full stop and
observing traffic in all directions, unlass the intersection is posted to
the contrary.

The new law becomes effective in 180 days, or on January 2, 1977.

The effective date was delayed to allow time to educate the public.

"This measure will save millioas of gallons of gasoline each year,

<

and at the same time will contribute toward a cleaner enviromment by cutting
down on motor vehicle emissions,' said Byrme.

The Governor said studies have shown there is no appreciable increase
in the number of motor vehicle accidents in states where right turns are
permitted at red lights.

The bill requires that before turning right at a red light, motorists
must yield to all pedestrians and other traffic traveling in the direction
in which the turn will be made.

The bill permits the state, counties or municipalities to prohibit
right turns on red signals at intersectioﬁs over which they have jurisdiction
by posting an official traffic sign.
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