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LFflISLATIVE HISTORY OF R.S. 30:1-12 -.t seq
(Mental Health Act of 1965)
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L. 1965, Chapter 59 - A480
Introduced Febru.a1)T 15 by' Assemblyman Maraziti (and others).
Not amended during passage.
Statement o~ bill (copy 81;:'Nl__l.Cld. s:atement enclosed). \
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Previous bills to revise mental health laws:

1962 - A770
Introduced May 7 by Assemblyman Frederick (and 3 others).
Died in Committee.

1963 - Alll
Introduced Januar;y 14 by' Assemblywoman Hughes (and others).
Passed in Assembly, amended, May 6.
Died in senate Committee (QilS • bill. J. d).

1964 - Alll .
Introduced Januart 20 by' Assemblyman Maraziti .(and- others).
Died in Assembly ~el2I $?;Z eel). .

1965 - ~
Introduced Januar,y 18 by Assemblyman Mariziti (and others).
Died in Committee (Q;Q~ :tihE 5! 3 t&:i~. .........

We are enclosing copies of the following material:

Hughes Richard J. Third annual messa~e to the
'legis1atun. Trenton, January 12, 1965. p. 25).

N.J. Commission on Mental Health. Toward
bet ',er mental health in New Jersey. Trenton, 19(.1.'

N.J. Commission to Study the Department or
Institutions and Agencies. Design for the future.
1959.
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N.J. Commission to study. the Department of
Instituticns .and Agencies. The state's organization
for social welfare in New Jersey. 1959.
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N.J. Department of Institutions and Agencies.
Division of Mental Health and HospJ.tals. Plan for
p!!l~~ a co~rehensive program of mental health
?acIlltIes.· 1963.
=~~;.;.;;.

N.J. Department of Institutions and Agencies.
Division of Mental Health and Hospi~s. Office of
Planni ng. Report of planning: c~rehenSive mental
health serVices in N~w Jersey, 19J=i965. v. Ii v. 4-

ll~J. Legislature. Assembly. Caamittee on
-Institutions, Public Health and Welfare. Public.

o bearing on Alll, 112 and 113 (mental health). Held
April 4, 1963.
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.('" N.J. state Mental Health Commission.
sixth public hearings, 1957, 1958, 1959.
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''',Jail he cOll~trllcd lHI 11 conti"uatioll of l:Iuch luwH, Any refer-

..., 'r:;l\'.::e ;'n ·s\H.~h law::i to 8l'cLiollS rO}lC'l\lcd by this net sht\ll be doemed to refer to

'5 ;the sectiolls in this net; if nny,.which arc most comparable to tho ,sections

G repealed. ,I ., • : I" .~ l • f

. '7 . Prior law shall oxclusively govern nIl suits, actions, prosecutions or pro-

8 ccedillgs which nre pending or may be initiated on the basis of faetsor eir-

f) cumstunc(>s o('curring before the effective date' of this act. !.' ... '" :.':: I

. 1 92. The following sections of the Revised Statutes are hereby:repealed':

2 Sections 30:4-26 and 30:4-26.1 of: the.Revised StatutesJI .",!!l',:;' ; .. '"

_3 Section 30:4-32 of-the Revised Statutes. I' .' . :',' li··:;II;::'~'\:.J (;:)

4 .' :- Section 30 :4--47 of'the Revised' S~atutes..

5 ~, Section 30 :4-64 of the Revised Statutes.
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Sections' 30:4-170 through ·30:4-177 of the Revised Statutes;,;. '.. ~f1 , ::,

93. This act ahall take effect 90 days after enactmenb' . "•.. ,. .; _ ~

·1 . ..' '., .' """" •. , HI-IfD /q &)

STATEMENT,.

This hill incorporates a major portion of the recommendations of the New

Jersey State Commission on Mental Health. These revisions have been reviewed

with the New Jersey Mental Health Association, the New .Jersey Association

for Retarded Children, and the N'ew Jersey 'Welfare Council. This bill has re-

ccived approval of these organizations. The need for such legislation was em-

phasizcd by the Governor in his Third Annual Message to the Legislature.

Tbe bill provides for the mentally ill:

(1) Simplified procedures to encourage voluntary entrnTIce to and prompt

discharge from the mental hospital;
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.(2) Enforced confinement to he utilized only when ordered by the court

upon evidence thnt the patient's belmvior threatens his own safety or the safety

nnd property of" other ci li"'CllS; ...

. (3) Pntiont pnrticiplltion ill planning for his own trentment nnd elective

·opportunities to continue with outpatient care after discharge from the llORpital;

and' .: .

. : ·(4) Increased responsibility 'for the physician who knows most about the

case in contrast to a system largely based on administrative control.

For the mentally retarded this bill provide.e:

(1) A range of services adapted to 1he needs of children and adults handi.

capped by various types of mental retardation; ''': ...

(2) Procedures encouraging .voluntary admission to and withdrawal from

State residential schools or otber State services for the mentally retarded, on

the initiative of parent or guardian;

(3) Collaborative relationship ])etween the parent or guardian of the men·

tally retarded and State officials responsible for providing public services; and

(4) Development of protective guardianship for the mentally retarded adult

whether he is cared for in a .residential facility or in the community.

In regard to the mentally ill and mentally retarded, the bill addresses itself

to the need for humane care and treatment and to the preservation of civil and

religious rights. It provides for modernizntion of terminology and removal of

opprobrious terms used in former legislation>.
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Assembly Bill No. 4S0

. FCR RELEASE: May 27, 1965

fila.!: Office of the Governor

Governor Richard J. Hughes, t~day at a public signing, approved

Assembly Bill No. 480 which revises and modernizes the statutory law dealing

'lith the care and treatment of the mentally ill and mentally retarded. In .signing

this bill the Gov~rnor made the f ol~owing statement:

.--.-..-
"I wish to take this opport1.!nity to thank the various organizations and

groups whose labors have assisted in the passage of this bill -- the New Jersey

}!ental Health Association, the New Jersey Association for Retarded Children, the

Sew Jersey Welfa..e Council, the sponsors of Assembly Bill No. 480, our own State

Department of Institutions and Agencies, and espeCially the members of the New

Jersey State Co~~ission on Mental Health whose recommendations form the basis for

this bill.

"Since becoming Governor, I have continually stressed the need for State

legislation to meet our 'responsibilities and obligations in the area of men tal

illness. Assembly Bill No. 480 represents a vital first step in the modernization

aoo development of adequate programs to cope with mental illness.

"I wish to assure this group, as well as the citizens of this State, of

~ continued interest in the programs and projects for the mentally ill and handi-

capped and of my support of any future legislation which may be necessary to assure

the mental he al th of our ci tizens ...

-30-
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Institutions and Agencies-Human Impacrs

":In no area is the impact of goverlllllcllt on the illcIi\·idllal citizen
more profound than iii ~he work of the Department of ]Ilstitutiun~
~d Agencies. In one \\ay or another-whethcr it ue care for the
mentally ill, \\'ork \vith retarded childrcn, administration of a
.-ariety of we! rare prog-rams, rc.:habilit:lting yUlIllg offender,;.
planning for local ho,;pitals, or so many others-thi,; Department

.!Ouches directly the Jives of sOllie 200,000 of om fellu\\" citizl'lb
·_e,"~ry day.

· :i~Thus, I ha\'e ,;ought during the last three years to empiJa:;ize,
and~ even dramatize, tile needs of our il1Stittltioiis·and agencies.

. Here we are all inv.:.lnd-in cost. in consciencc, in humanity.
-\Ve ha,,-e had successes, such as the recent institutional bond issue
21ld our Purchase 01 Care Program for the mentally retardeo
2nd the completion of the \\'oodbridge State School project. \\'c
l:ave had setbacks. such as the 1963 Bond Issue which \,"ould have
provided $60 million ror institlltional construction to be repaid
iram the earnings or the r\ e\\" Jersey Turnpike, \\'hiIc a review
..,'ill show considerable progress in these rears, we must bear in
mind that Kew Jersey's remarkable increase in l'upubtion and
urbanization has its most direct reflection ill the additional dc­
manc15 placed upon our institutions and agencies. 111 this light, I
v;ciuld like to revie\\' in some detail the achievements and needs of
state government in this area.

A major duty facing this Legislature is implementation of the
report submitted in 1961 by the ~rental Health Commission that
\':"as charged four years earlier with the task of reviewing the body
of laws concerning the mentally ill and mentally defective. The
recommended legislation failed of passage in the sessions sint:e

1961 because of concern about the source of funds that would
carry out the recommended changes. As a result, I asked the

D~partlnent 0 f Institutions and Agencies to work closely with
citizens' groups to make new legislative recommendations in this

area. I am pleased to report that the Department, working with

the New Jersey Ment;il Health .-\ssociation, the Kew Jersey

l\ss-ociation for Retarded Children and the New Jersey \Velfare

· Council, has submitted to me proposed legislation which would
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implement many of the major recommendations of the Mc:ltal
Health Commission within present budgetary limitations. :'.

\Ve must be forewarned, however, that future amendments \vi!1
be required to further carry out the recommendations of, i..1.15
outstanding report. And these amendments will require ne\":-,
expenditures of State funds.

A word about the Purchase of Care Program which I recom­
me.nded and which you enacted last year. As a result of' the
$1 million appropriation, there now are more than 230 mentally
retarded children placed in private care, and a total of 300wil!
be placed by the end of the fiscal year. \Ve intend to sustain'this
program in the coming year.
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Httmau and Dollar Saviugs

Of equal significance in rile~ting the needs of the retarded is
the Department's Day Care Program which began in fiscal 1964
and has been expanded in 1965. I shall recommend a furllle:
increase in the next fiscal year. This program pennits care a..'1d
training of retarded children who need not be forced into insti­
tutions. The public savings of such a program are obvious. But
the human benefits are perhaps even greater: a loved child ~"1

remain in a family environment and hope can be maintained that
a mentally handicapped human being can be trained for a more
useful life which will give real meaning to his existence.

During the past year, the Department, in an effort to improve
its services for mentally ill children, established specialized units
for afflicted children below the age of 17 at each of our focr
State mental hospitals. In the last two years a total of 147 new
staff positions have been authorized to partially fulfill the require­
ments of these facilities.

In its concern for the mentally ill and retarded and those other­
wise handicapped, the State government is assisted in an important
way by two special groups which correlate citizen and government
interest and knowledge. These are the Governor's Interdepart­
mental Committee on Li fetime Disability and its Citizens' Ad­
visory Council, and the ?Ifental Health Planning Project. I war.t
to commend the efforts of the citizens and State officials involved
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