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SENATE, No. 142
 
(R~t1ised S'at,,'es, secliOftS 9:6-3 aM 9:&-4.) 

INTBODUCED MARCH 27, 1~ 

By Mr. gASTWOOD 

:Referred to Committeo on Judiciary 

.AN AOTconcerning the welfare of cbildreu, providing penalties for viollltions 
. r ' r ~ . 

thereOf, and amending sections 9 :6-3 and 9 :6-4 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT EN'ACTBD by the Senate and Gctteral Assembly 01 the State 01 New 

.~Jef,8e1l: 

1 1. Section 9:6-3 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read 8S fol. 

2 lows:
 

3 9 :6-3. Any parent, guardian 01' person having the care, custody 01' COil­
. I 

• trol of any child, who shall abuse, abandou, be eruel to or neglectful of sueh 
j. - • 

5. (llUld~ or any person who shnll abuse, be cruel to 01' neglectful of any child 

6 shall.lle deemed to be guilty of ["cI'uolty and neglect of children"l a lOis. 

7 clemeanor and, BAlon conviction thereof, [be fined not to exceed one hundred 

8 dollars ($100.00), 01' be lmpi-lsoned for a termDOt ezaeediq one year in the 

9 workhouse or penitentiary, or in the common jail in coUllties that have no 

10 workhouse or penitentiary, or both, at the discretion of the magistrate be. 

11 fore whom such conviction may be hau] shall be fined 110t exceoding tiVtl 

12 hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment with or without haru Iltlnll', 

13 as the court may direct, for a term not exceeding th1'oe yoars, 01' both, It' 

14 II fine be imposed, the court may direct the same to be paid in whole 01' ill 

15 part til. the wife, 01' to tilt' gUllruiltll, cUtltodian 01' trustee of sucb Dlinol' child 

16 or children; provided, lunccuer, that whenever ill the judgment of' the (~0111't 



2 •
 
17 it shall appeal' to the best interest of the child to place it in the temporary 

18 care or custody of a society or corporation; organized or incorporated uuder 

19 the laws of this State, having as one of its objects the prevention of cruelty 

c • 2Oto;:ohil4t,en, and the so~eP' pr 'ClOrporation is.willing to assume such custody 
-~:;{ ,',-:'--~J. F-'," ., .. ,.,,: ,','~F" '-": ,', _.. \1,< - ~•.':-: -;~: . " 

21 and control, the court may postpone sentence and place the child in the eus­

22 tody of such society or corporation, and may place defendant o~ probation, 

23 either with the county' probation'officers or anoOicer of the society or eorpo­

24 ration to which the child is ordered, and may order the parent, guardian 01' 

25 person having the custo4y and control of such child to pay to such society 

.26 or corporation a certain stated sum for the maintenance of such child. When, 

27 however, a child is so ~laced in the custody of such society or corporation, 

28 and defendant fails to make the payments as ordered by the court, the court 

29 shall cause the arrest and arraignment before it of such defendant, and shall 

ao impose upon him the penalty provided ill this section. 

1 2. Section 9:6-4 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol­

3 9 :6-4:. Complaints for violation of the provisions of this chapter may 

4: be made :to any justice of the peace or to any police magistrate of any mu-

I) uicipality, or to a judge of the court of common pleas 01' criminal district 

6' court in a.Ily county, or the judges of the juvenile and domestic relations 

7 court in every county of this State, [and such magistrates and judges, in 

8 this chapter referred to as "the court," are invested with jurisdiction to 

9 hear and determine such complaints in a summary manner, and to impose 

10 the penalties provided in section 9:6-3 of this Title] and whenever au)· per­

11 soni'who shall be charged with auy such offense upon oath before any mag­

121dt'ate or by iudict.mont, shall, ill writing signed by him and addressed to 

13 the,J)J:'.osec'utor of the pleas of the couuty wherein the offense was COlll ­

14 mi'tt,ed, 'Waive indictment and trial by jnry, or trial by jury, as the ('nse may 

15 be,and'request to be tried immediately before the court of special ses8ion~ 

1'601', the juvenile' and domestic relatiolls court of such county, without n jury, 

11 the prosecutor of the pleas shull repol't l:luch fact to the judge of either sudl 

•
 



a
 
18 cOurt· of such county, who, unless he shall think the public interest will be 

19 we4ted by denying such request, shall with ull due lUld reasonable speed, 

2O'piIc>c~ed to hold the session of such court lUld tl'~' the person so charged and 

22'hereby' conferred upon the court of speoialsessious and the juvenile and do­

23 mestio relations court. The prosecutor of the pleas, in person or by deputy, 

24 shall attend: the trial before either court, and, if the accused was charged be­

25 fore a magistrate and no indictment has been found, prefer to the court an 

26 accusation in writing, alleging the nature of the offense with which such per­

27 son is charged and the time and place when and whe1'e the same waa com­

28 mitted, to which accusation the person so charged shall plead. If the ao­

29 oused was charged by indictment, the court shall order the indiotment mid 

30 therein, and the accused shall plead theretO. The proceedings for brm,m, 

31 such person accused before the court for trial, subpmnaing witnesses, his 

.32 plea aud trial, shall be in conformity with law, and like proceedings in the 

33 court of quarter sessions. If the person so tried. be acquitted by the oourt, 

34 he shall be forthwith discharged. If be shall plead guilty or be oonvicted, 

35 the court shall render and record against him such judgmont of imprison­

36 ~ent or fine, or both, as would be lawful if he had pleaded guilty or had 
, , 

37 been oonvi6ted on indiotment for a like offense in the court of quarter ses­

3S ~ions, or may place him on prohr.tion 118 provided for in section 9 :6-3 of thi8 

39 chapter. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immodiately. 

HTATI'~MF~NT 

The purpose of this uct is to incrcuso the length of sentence for the erime 

of cruelty and neglect of minor children, from one yea I' to three YOlU'H. it hns 

ti ulnl')Y in the euse 01' mothers who hnvo been cruel to, "bun­been fOUlldI pill' 1C • 

doned or neglected their children, that it is impossible to work out R satisfuc­



tory program for the rehabilitation of the mother in any of theinstitutiollS 01' 

while such mothers are on parole for the period of one year. Additional time 

is required to plan a program for these parents, and, accordingly, this statute 

has ..1»eeD approved by a majority of the judges Of the several counties. 

I 
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'SENATE, No. 142 
(BeNet! Slolules, seclions 9:6-3 OM 9:6-4.) 

; ',' _::'~,J,_.,.- ,«-:'C'C _ , 

S~AT·E OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED MARCH 21, 1~ 

By Mr. EASTWOOD 

Referred tc Committee on Judiciary 

b	 A~ concerning the welfare of children, providing penalties for violations 

thereof, and amending sections 9 :6-3 and 9:6-4 of tho Revised Statutes. 

1 BB IT BNACTED by the Setlate and General...4.ssembly 0/ the State 0/ New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 9:6-3 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol­

2 lows: 

3 9 :~. Any parent, guardian or person having the care, custody or con­

4 trol of any child, who shall abuse, abandon, be cruel to 01' neglectful of such 

5 child, or any person who shall abuse, be cruel to or neglectful of any child 

6 shall be deemed to be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon eonvletlon thereof, 

7 shall be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by 

8 imprisonment with or without hard labor, as the court may direot, 

9-13	 for a term not exceeding three yenrs, or both. If Il fino he 

14 imposed, the court may direct the same to be paid in whole 01' ill 

15 part to the wife, or to the guardlnu, custodian or trustee of such minor child 

16' or children; provided, however, that whenever in the judgment of tho court 

17 it shall appear to the best interest of the child to place it in the temp<'rary 

18 care or custody of a society or corporation, organized or incorporated uudor 

19 the laws of this State, having as one of its objects the prevention of cruelty 

20 to children, and the society or corporation is willing to assume such cuatody 
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21 and control, the court may postpone sentence and place the child in the eus­

22 tody cf such society or corporation, and may place defendant on probation, 

23 either with the eounty probation officers or an officer of the society or eorpo, 

24 ration to which the child is ordered, and may order the parent, guardian or 
" _, -,,~,,;~ _.",~-",~J-~ < _ :;:, ., : • '. '; _. •• ,," ',', 

25 p~ric$.'(~~~ tlie .custody'·:uid '4ontrol of such child to pay to such society 

26 or corporation a certain stated sum for the maintenance of such child. When, 

27 however, a child is 80 placed in the custody of such society or corporation, 

28 and defendant fails to make the payments as ordered by the court, the court 

29 shall cause the arrest and arraignment before it of such defendant, and shall 

30 impose upon him the penalty provided in this section. 
, ­

1 2; Section 9:6-4 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol­

2 lows: 

3 9 :6-4. Complaints for violation of the provisions of this chapter may 

4 be made to any justice of the peace or to any police magistrate of any mu­

6 nicipality, or to a judge of the court of common pleas or criminal district 

6 court in any county, or the judges of the juvenile and domestic relations 

7-10 court in every county of this State, and whenever any person, who 

11 shall be charged with any such offense upon oath before any mag­

12 istrate or by indictment, shall, in writing signed by him and addressed to 

13 tho prosecutor of the pleas of the county wherein the offense was com­
, 

14 mitted, waive indictment and trial by jury, or trial by jury, as the case may 

15 be, and request to be tried immediately before the court of special sessions 

16 01' the juvenile and domestic relations court of such county, without a jury, 

17 the prosecutor of the pleas shall report such faot to the judge of either such 

18 court of such county, who, unless he shall think the public interest will be 

19 benefited by denying such request, shall with all due and reasonable speed, 

20 proceed to hold the session of such court and try the person so charged and 

21 determine and adjudge his guilt or innocence, and full power 80 to do is 

22 hereby eonferred upon the court of special sessions and the juvenile and do­

23 mestle relations court. The prosecutor of the pleas, in person or by deputy, 

24 shall attend the trial before either court, and, if the accused was charged be­

!
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2Q-fore. a magistrate and no indictment has been found, prefer to the court an 

26 a~n8&tioo. in writing, alleging the nature of the offense with which such per­

27~QnJscJmrge~ and the time and place when and where the same was com­

'28;:;mit~ to which accusation the person so charged shall plead. If the ae­
. 

29 
. 

oUBed was charged by indictment, the court shall order the indiotment 81ed 

30 therein, and the acoused shall plead thereto. The proceedings for bringing 

31 such person accused before the court for trial, subpamaiDg witnesses, his 

32 plea and trial, shall be in conformity with law, and like proceedings in the _ 

33 court of quarter sessions. If the person so tried be acquitted by the court, 

34: he shall be forthwith discharged. If he shall plead guilty or be convioted, 

35 the court shall render and record against him such judgment of imprison­

36 ment or fine, or both, as would be lawful if he had pleaded guilty or had 

37 been convicted on indictment for a like offense in the oourt of quarter ses­

SS sions, or may place him on probation as provided for in section 9 :6-3 of this 

39 chapter. 

3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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