
ASSEl\fBLY, No. 24
•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED ~rARCH 16, Hl53

By Merrs. THOMAS and TOMPKINS

Referred to Committee on Revi~ion Ilnu Amendment of Laws

AN ACT concerning testimony of a hushllnd 01' wife in certain criminul pro-

ceedings, and amending section 2A :Sl-3 of the New Jersey Statutes.

1 Be IT eNACTED by the Senate and G,'ncral Assembly of tlte State of New

2 Jersey:

1 1. Section 2A:81-3 of the New .Jl'r:.;ey Stlltlltl'~ IS 1I1110lHh'd to r~!ld aR

2 follows:

:3 2A :81-3. In any criminal action 01' lll'Occl1lling a husband or wife 8hull

4 he competent to testify aguinsthis 01' 111'1' wil'l' or hUMhlllld to prove the filet

:; of marriage.

6 Upon the trial of any indictmeut a InlllTicu man shall IJC admitted to

7 testify against his wife when he is till' l'OIUpllliullUt aguil.st her, if he shull

8 offer himself as a witness.

g Upon the trial of any indictmenl II IJInrl'il'd womnu shall be admitted to

10 testify against her husband when s hI' iK till' cOlllplainant agninst him, if MIl{!

11 shall offer herself as a witness.

12 In any criminal action or proceelling' II husllllnd 01' wife 8lmlllJ£' lulmitt(lll

13 to testify a~ainst his or her wife or lllli'ihllllll wlll'lI lw 01' Hhc iH thu iujul'm]

14 party, if he or she shall offer himKPlf 01' IIl'I'Sl·11' 11M 11 wHoeHll,

1:; III any criminal action or procl'pdillg' ill ",hi,·" II InllI'ri(!d person ill

16 ehnrJ,tcd with an offense involving II ('hild 01' thl' defpllllallt, 01' a dlild of

Ii the hUlo\band or wife of the defendant, till' hushulltl 01' wife IIf the dcf(~lIdunt
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1~ ",1m 11 I..• lIdmilll'd to t('~tify lIg'llinsthi" or he.' wife or hUHband to prove the fact

l!I of llw (,reI'''''''' ('harg'('(l, if lw OJ' Hhe I'lhall 1IITfll'hiIllH(!lf or hcrself as a witness.

~ll l'~x('(')Ji al{ in thi'\ H('('Jin\l or ellS/·wil,·)',- provideu by statute no busband

21 0'" ",ifl' ~hllll hI' ('ompl'1...nt to ~iv~ C\' idl'lll'l' ligon inst til<.! othcr in any criminal

.»1 IlI't inn 01' 111·O(~e(-t1illg'.

2. 'I'hi'l Hf,t shHIl ial,e effect immC'uintely.



ASSEMBLY, No. 24

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED -'lAUCH 16, 19~3

By Merrs. TJIO~L\.S <11111 T()~IPKl~S

Referred to Committee on Revi~ioJl U1ul Am{'llunll'nt of Laws

.\x .\CT cunccrning testimony of a hush:11Id O\' wife in certain criminal pro-

ccedings, and amending section 2A :~1·-;{ of the New Jersey Statutes.

1 fit: IT ENACTED by the Senate and (;l'J/l'fCll Assembly of thr. State of New

2 Jersey:

1 1. Section 2A :~H-3 of the New J{'\'Sl!y Statutl's IS 1Illlcndl'll to r~nd all

~ follows:

:: ~A :81-::t III any criminal action O\' }Il'ol'l'{'dillg a husLuII!l 01' wife shull

... Ill' competent to testify against his O\' Ill'\' wife or hushand to 1'1·o\·e the fuct

;, of marriage.

Ii Upon the trial of anr illllietmelli a lIlalTil'u JIIl\ll shall be Illlmitted to

7 testify agaillst his wife when he is tIl(' {'olllplaillllnt ug'llil1!.;t her, if he shull

HolTer himself liS a witness.

!I t:'(1011 tJle trial of allY indictmcni <1 lII<1ITipli woman shull be admitted to

10 testify against her husband wDen aile is the l'ollljllninunt agllinst him, jf she

1I shllll OfTl'I' herself as a witness.

I:! In any criminal action or proceeding' Il hushund 01' wife shu II he lIdmitted

]:~ to testify lI~aiust bis or her wife or 11\I ...;llllllll WitI'll he or she i!'l tllC injured

].l ]l1U'ty, if he or she shall offer hims(']1' or Jll'rself as a witness.

t .., In any criminal action or procl'pdillg' in which Il mllrriecl person IS

1Ii e!tuI'gol·1! with an offense inYol\'ing a l'hild of I Ill' dl·fpIHluul, or a child of

Ij the IIU:suanu or wife of the defendant, till' liu ...dJIIIllI or wife of the defendunt

I

\",

.
j;"
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11-: l"ltall III' admitted totci'1tifyngainsthia orlwr wif'e or husband to prove the faet

1!) of Ill(' offC'!Il'c charged, if he or she shall otter himself or herself as a witness.

~I) EX('C'IJt a~ ill this section or elsewhere }lrovided by statute no husband

~l or wife 1'11,,11 he competent to give e\'illcncc n~Hinst the other in any criminal

~~ lIr.l ion 01' proceeding.

1 ~. ThiR nd Rhall take effect immediately,



·[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 24
•

•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED MAY 18, 1953

Amend page 1, section 1, lines 12, 13 and 14, loltl'ike out entire lines and 8ub-

Htitute the following: "In any criminal action 01' proceeding wherein a married

person is charged with having committed an offense against his or her spOUl~e,

the said spouse shall be admitted to testify against said married person if !'laid

spouse ~hall offer himself or herself as a witness."

Amend pages 1 and 2, section 1, lines 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19, strike out entire

lineH and substitute the following: "In any criminal action or proceeding

wherein a married person is ebarged with having neglected or having been cruel

to his or her child, adopted child, stepchild, 01' a child in his or her custody or

under his or her control, the spouse of said married person shall be admitted to

t(lstify against said married person if said flpouse shall offer himself or herself

aM a witness. "
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ASSEMBLY, No. 24

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTROnl.JCI·~j) ~I.\ IWII Ifi, lfl5:t

By Messn~, TH():\fA~ <llId 'l'02\IPKI N~

Referred to Committe<' 011 Hl',"j"ioll illld .\nH'III!IlIl'llt of Law"

.\x .\CT conccl'Iling testimony of a hushand or wife ill certnin criminal 111"0-

C()(ldillgs, and amending section 2,A ;,'.,} :: or the )\ew ,Jersey Stlltutcs,

BI~ IT ENACTED by the Senate awl (;('//I'/'{/[ .J.~8I'/IIbt.1J of the State of SCIl:

:.! .Jersey:

1 1. ~cction 2.\.:81-3 of tile ~e\\' JI'r"I'~' ~tallltt'" IS Hmcl1(!('11 ,10 rellll as

.J follows:

:: ~A :81-;}, In an)' criminal actioll 01' ]lI'Ot",(',ling' a llU"llllIlIl OJ' wife shall

-1 he cOIlIl'etellt io testify agaillst his OJ' hpJ' wife 01' ltu"IJIIIIJ io I'I'O\'C the fllct

,) of marriage,

Ij LPOII the trial of any illdidnw,:1 iI IIIHrt'j(·d 111;111 shall III! admitted to

7 te~tify against bi~ wife \Vht\ll he iR tlll i l'olllplaill:ll1t a,1.!;nilu~t ""H', if he shull

.'i olTt'l' lJillJ!-;elf as a witne!ols,

!I 1']11111 the (I'inl of lilly indictmell; H 1I1;trrird WOllHlII I'hlllll)l~ 1I11mitt(·t1 tf)

10 t,~,.;tify :JglliJlst her lru;;;LlIIlfl whell 10;111' i,; llil' I~OIlll'lililllllll IlgnillHt him, if HIII'

II ~hall olTel' hl~rself as fI witlWf;S,

I;! JII any cl'imimll ac1iolJ 01' JlI'f)('l'pd i IH,r wIII'J'pilJ a 1lI111'1'il'd 1)('I'SOIl is dUII'A"l't!

1:~ with having' committculln ofTI'II,,1' 1IL\"aill,.;1 hi~ lJI' 111'1' "'POII";I', 111 .. "aiJ "pOllSI'

15 offer himself 01' henie1t' IlS II witllt''''''',

Ii with hm'iug lIeglected or huviug 1)(,~11 1'1'111'/10 Iii" III' IIt'r l'hild. atloplt't1 I'llild,
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ll-l st.epchil<1, 01" It child ill hill 01' hel' custody 01' under his or bel' control, the

1!1 MpOUl'lC 01' said lllul'I'iNI pel'SOIl shall be admitted to testify against suid

l!lA mu l'I'il\<1 J1(H'~(J11 if slIicI ~pousc slmll oCfel' IliDl!'elf or herself as a witness.

20 Execpt as in this section or elsewJlerc provided by statute no husband

:21 01' wiff' slHlIl he competent to give e\iidclICC against the other in any criminal

.", ad ion 01' JlI'ocecding.

2. 'rhilol act :-lmll tnl{e effect immediately.
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