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Lavs-

R.S, 51:1-96

\Laws, 1911, Chapter 201. Introduced-s
{0 ] There was no statement on th
P law probahly inﬂuancod oy

4 30, 19'!.1. e
: Poys passage and this perticular aection was amended

in the Senate (?eb Y ’ 1911, Senate J’ournal, page 173) as. followa'

26. /_ 25, J Any person ﬁ:o injnres or -defrauds: another by

using, or causes to be used, with imowledge that the sane:

is false, a falae walght, measurs, or other apparatus, for _

determining -the cnantity of any commodity; or-erticle of ‘% -~

rerchsndise, or [Sy knowingly delivering/ sells or exvoses

for sals less than the quantity he reprasents, is guilty of
*isdenunor.“

- ,‘.,)._ B S~ S B -t{ . .- PR

The first anpual- r-port o!’ tho D-partncnt of ‘vlei@tt and Hensures, 1912

s\ page 24, recommends the amending of this secuon of the ubon 1aw o aako it
"'\ stronger, It was amended in 1913. : :

h&dsl 1313, Chanter 194. Intmduced |3 nasemb‘..y 2’70 by Hr. Egan, February I., 19 l,.

WA . This had no statement and was not smended before passage, It eliminated the

parase “with kmowledge that the same i3 false® eand substitutes the phrass
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"or has in possesalon with intent to use for the purpose of ssle”.
It chrrges the previous phrase "is gullty of & risdezrennor’ to provide
for a $100.00 fine for each offense.

In the report of the Department of Weights znd ﬁﬁasures, 1917, onge
8 and 9 the dapartnont urged fm.-thar strengthcning or this 1egialation.

Laws 1913, Chapter 1l.  Introduced aa Senats 67 by Mr. E'ithj.an Thia M1l was not
~snended before passags. - Section 3 of the statement on'this blll reads:

*It provides for an increase in penaliles for three offenses

to include imrisonmnt as well LY fines. _

It is pootiblo tbat the draftors of thia logd slauon were not aware

of the 1913 amendmwents.sings they sees to be amfnding the original 1913

law, howevsr, ths changeas they made frosl thc 19
in the penelty proviaiont. o R

wes no statement on the bill.

R’ SO 52‘3_1_‘97 .

Depurtmeant of Welghts Hoa sure! oo ,' S . e ).

Laws, 1919, Chanter 197, @ as Senate 105 by Mr. Smith, Februsry 24, 1919,
This bLll was notie foru»puug-.,. The statement on tha bill i3 as
follows: UL D A S At T T

*The purpés- of this sct i3 to prevent deception in the
. sale and diastribution of commodities snd is dn:ign-d to
prevent thc nﬁng ot ahort vo:lght” ewd T -\.-';: N

e Y g s - s

- ARy peraon aggrimd uy bring zn uc'h_cn under thie atatutoa
and 1t is intended to provide. & flexible method for .the ..
brioging of such actiona," ,

This leglolation differs from the sinilar legislation which was elready
in existence (1518 law, ses above) in its wording and in that although it pro-
vides for 1dsniicel noney fines az the 1918 law, it does not provide for the
prieon ters, It also nrovides that the ¢ase may be heard in the Saall Ceuse
Court as well ss the District Court end before the police ma.strate.

Laws, 1971, Chapter 91, Introduced as Senate 216 by Mr, Reeges, Fobruary 2}, 1922, "
emends this act, o s T
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It kes the following statement:

The purpoas of this act 1s to provide a2 unifornm
systom of procedure for the enforcement of the act
for the prevention of mli=repressmtation in the szle
of comzodities, It is desired o make the procsdure
sections conform to establishad praetice in the courts:
in which such actions are 1nstituted 2nd for exnedition
in hearing the sams, =

This aactidn'.wisv Ch&ﬂzed @\-ﬁa. fdllo,"’fns“rewéciz‘ B

[the smount of sald penclty to be determined in the
discretion of the [istrict Court, smsll csuse court

or the police magzistrate of zny munidpality having
jurisdictiou] An action for the Teravery of a penalty
for violation of the provisions of thils act shall be in
the nature of en action in deb¥;—wnd may be brousht in

the District Court of zny ¢l o] d district in
the small csuse court of cx smnd before the
naglistrate and recorder an tv, town, townsh borou
or village, and juris on hersby conferred unon the
Pistrict Court, the sme eude court, the police court,
end recorder's co wn, township, borough

or lags to hegap-zEnd date g _actions brought as afgraén;d.

Laws, 1933, Chspter 260. Introdn as Asge hiy 266 by Mr, Krelser, January 30, 1933
t on tho bi.ll 13 as follouss

~

nd /measurs practi.cc by nsking thos&wbo dcliver T 2
d 13.v-red, eny comodity anembl-. ﬁo pmalt.iu -
S "ﬁ-:’in!.%b \” Vet s
‘i‘ha original introducer intended the- followinz changur the word Lot o
T "capartncrship‘.‘ta bts added in' the Tirst line and-the phrase.®delivera or - v . .- .
czused to be delivered® after the phrase "exposes: for sale®... Eomr, L e

& Senates Amendment adopted June 6, 1933 adds the word “"knowingly* in the
first line. The law was passed mduding th:!.a Senata Amend:an'h.

. - . . —_— e . - e ot
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1917 Revision.

This section was the same In the firast, second snd third draft. It is the
sams a3 in prasent revissd statutes, except for nuzbering of section 1t refars
», to for penalty. These drafts refer to R. S, 51:1-29, General penalty.
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RS.61t \R"{W
(Same asppresent Revised Statutes.) A48 finslly published, howaver, (1937)

it refors to 51:1-96.
But, some changes were made from existing 1933 lawys

1. Wording of first line was changed from "any persan,
firm, copartnershlp, corporatian or a3sociztion
that" to Pany persan sho®,

2. Wording of "any commodity, as defined ln this act®.
. (Sactim 1 01 1933 ut. rsadsz* -
. 1. Thc tera Pcommodlity® as uaed in this act
- - shall, for the purpose of thij act, be
_ taken to meap and include thing which
is commonly sold by weight or msasurs or
othor apparatas for determining quantity.) .

Thia wording was changed. tot * odity commonly

3., The remainder o % providing tor the penslties 2nd
o . qa\sliminated ond ths phrass "shsll

be liable #o : set forth in section 51:1-96

A w1937 Rﬂiaion the ivo lalvs had an entirely

uvo Supplement to the 1910 Complled Statutes places
)t)mder Weights & Measures, while Ch. 197 of the Laws
1-97)appears under Sale of Goods. It may also be inte-
resting to nots that b optl of Weights & Measures bdll (R.S.5L: 1.--96)y ‘was strengthenac
first during passage in . by eliminating the phrase®by knowingly deiivering® and
again in 1913 by eliminating the phrase *with knowledge: that the same is false®., On
the other hand the 1919 law (B.S.51:1-97)had. the opposite development, having been weck-

of 1919 as.amended (%

R3/im@ned in 1933 by =n smendment addsd aftesr utmdmuon or the hul which inserted the

word "Icnovingly‘. .
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Such a law is an absolute necessity and it would rid the
State of the numerous odd sizes which are now used to defraud
consumers. As a further precaution it would be advisable to
have the capacity stenciled, or otherwise permanently marked,
in a durable manner, on the outside of the basket. This would
enable purchasers to ascertain at a glance just what they were
gettmc and paying for. \

I would also ask that a law be enacted making mandatory
the use of standard dry measurement quart and pint boxes for
the sale of small fruits and berries. All sizes are now permissible,
but many of them are short. The law suggested would do away
with these short baskets and boxes. .

All superintendents of the State should be vested with police
privileges. In some municipalities the superintendents already
have them, but the majority have not, and when they encounter
offenders are compelled to wait until a policeman can be secured
to make the arrest. Such a proceeding shouid be unnecessary,
and we would make it so by enacting a law on lines suggested.

™™~ An amendment should also be made to Section 26, Article

5, Chapter 201, Laws of New Jersey. Several times during the
year just past we had cases dismissed from Court because we
were unable to prove that the weights and measures in use were
known to be false, notwithstanding the fact that the evidence
was most complete. 'We would amend the section by striking out
the words “with knowledge that the same is false,” as we believe
the use, ownership or possession of weights, measures and scales
that are false is the most satisfactory kind of evidence, and should

be so recognized in Court, without our having to prove that

they were used with knowledge. The proposed amendment
would permit the superintendent to judge when a tradesman is
using incorrect standards without his knowledge.

We would also like to abolish present method of trying cases .

before juries, because it has not worked out as satisfactorily as
we could wish. Offenders have succeeded in having their cases

“delayed and finally quashed. 'The trials, in addition, have proven

very expensive. We would substitute for present procedure a
law which would enable city magistrates to pass judgment. This
method would be more agreeable than the present method, and
would, we think, be far more satisfactory. .

i
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serious to warrant more than a reprimand. The “checking-up”

process on the part of officials is commendable and has a tendency

to prevent the practice of fraud, fy

MOTORISTS SAFEGUARDED.

Gasoline pumps have supplanted measures to such an extent

in the sale of gasoline that it is rather unusual to find the latter
in use. This is not as strange as it may appear at first glance,
because pumps are easier and quicker to operate and just as
accurate as measures. These facts have been taken into con-
sideration by superintendents, who have directed their efforts
towards pumps to make sure that they measure correctly. Tests
and inspections are made frequently for the purpose of detecting
anything that may be wrong. .If the pump is not measuring
accurately, the sooner the fact is known and the pump adjusted
the better for all concerned. Some motorists are of the gpinion
that the pumps, when they do get out of order, immediately work
to the advantage of dealers. Such an opinion is ‘wrong. Our
experience has been that the pumps somietimes favor the dealers,
sometimes consumers when they get out of order. ‘
- It is also worth mentioning that the 'type of equipment used
for pumping purposes is constantly being improved upon. FEvery
effort apparently is being put forth to insure accuracy in measur-
ing gasoline, which is constantly growing in use. Officials are
doing well in devoting timic to this branch of inspection.

N

, THE, NET WEIGHT LAW 7S, THE CONSUMER,
/ .
Briefly, the Net Weight Law, which has been in operation
since the first of October, requires manufacturers of foodstuffs
in packages to mark the net weight, measure or numerical count
on the outside of the package. In other words, it forbids manu-
facturers to “weigh-in” wrappings, cartons, paper, etc. Con-
sumers buying foodstuffs in package form to-day—and thousands
never purchase in any other way—know just the quantity that
they are getting for their money. They were not certain before.
The act has been in operation only a short time, but its effects
are already markedly beneficial. Ultimately, it will save con-
sumers thousands of dollars, because the tendency to-day leans
more and more to the sale of foodstuffs in packages, It means
nmuch to housewives to be able to see at a glance just what they
are getting for their money. Already there are all kinds of

teas, colfecs, butter, sugar, dried fruits and vegetables—such as -

7%
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beans and peas—and many other articles :
Under the Net \/Vught Law manufacturer:
quantity is contained in the package. Mec
the benefits of the act. It makes comper
away with the fraud that was formerly pr

There is no legitimate objection to the s:
form. The plan has a number of advantage
be mentioned its being sanitary. Event
most articles of food will be sold in the fo
innovation may not come for a few year:
¢vidences now pointing to theé time whe

~generally adopted. When the time does

sold exclusively in package form, our lav
care of the situation. [/

To make the provisions of the law bett
it might be complied with more readily a
the Department compiled a list of decision
ing various phases of the act. The pamph
teresting data on the law and how it shoul

. have been liberally distributed by officials

by the new law. The present co-operat
brought about by the pamphlet, althougt

considerably.

STATE INSTITUTIONS VISI

The same careful attention that has bee
in use in the various State institutions in
evidence during 1916. The need for cor

~as great ahmost in institutions as in mer.

because of the large supply,of foodstuffs ai
Thhis is understood, and we have been car:
apparatus used in the service of the State.
the inspections were very timely because thc
become inaccurate and were operating to
tradesmen. The error was corrected alr
covered.

In all, twenty-one institutions were 1
Some were visited oftener where such ins:
necessary,

EDUCATIONAI, WORK CONTI
For the purpose of furthering what has

educate the public—both buyig and sell
issued during 1916 two very interesting |
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