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Tht" bill W3 all!eD4;i4tQ~;s.f passage c.nd this particular sect1ol1 was IiDlended 
in t..". Senate (Feb,rbl~..2:, 19U, Senate Journal, page 17.3) as follows: 

t .~' ... "~', .' .. ;). "'" : .' ;' .. 

26. jJ.5.7 Any penoti ilbo injun.' 01" ·defrauds ano-the-r< br······ 
using,'Ol- Utile. to ~·Ul!S8d·. ''11th knowledge that the same, 
is taJ.se, a tal:.. w.s.ght, measur., or other l\pplilratus, tor .... 
deteraininfJ".th";·ouaDt1•..'oten,.. co-odit.L' o~·"f1rl1cl. of; .:.. ~,:..: 
m81"ch-mdise, or ffiy'1l:no'w1ngly' de11nrinu' ,!eUs 01" 8XPo~es 
for Mleles8 th~D th.. quantit.y he represent-a, is guilty or 
a. !!liedemMnor. 

"~ • ,•• ,": -:"" ~_', t.,- ... I.,; 

\ 
The fir&'t 'annual- rl!pOrt or the De9artlle.t:l"t ot 'Weight.. ·end Men:5tlres, 1912

"\. pap 24, nee_Mid. the all8ftding ot th1 tt sectioB of the aboY'. law-to :tAke 1't 
, " 

\ B~ronger. It "8:3 81,11ended in 1913. . ... 
, .\\

\ 
\kWl! 1(1), Chapter 194. Introduced as .Assembly 270 by Mr. Egan, February 4, 1913.\ . 

\. \ . Thia bad no stateaent end was not nmended before ·pft:UI.p. It e1illinated the 
"­ phnts.,. "with knowledge t.'1l\t the S81'llEt 1~ falso" and substitutes the phrase 
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( 
"or hall in p0815eaa1on with intent to UGe for the purpose or stlle". 
It c:hr..nges the previous phrase "ia guilty oi' 6 !'.l1ade~e~orll to provid.e 
rOl" a $100.00 fine for each Ort"ens8. ' 

In the report ot" the Deplll"tlllent ot Weign-ta and Miaa.ltU1"e., 1917, pag":!l 
8 l'.lnd 9 t.he- departll8S1't urged tui-theJO stnmgthen1ng or this lefIislation. 

,. . ~, 

Laws 1913, Chapter U, , Introducedaa SenAte 67 b1 Jtr. rltb1An~ Thie bill was not 
amended befo1"epaau.ge•. , Section :3 ot the stAtetlent on this bill reads: 

"It proYid•• for' all increa•• iIi penal:t1ea tor three offenaes 
to include 1l:rpnsowunt &:t ~ell as fines." 

It 1s poea1ble that the drattent ot this 1. al.at1oD W"J"e not aware 
of th. 191) .._em.all.~Au.. ,tDey s.. to be .. in« the orilinal J.9U 
law, ho'W..,er-~ tha chang•• th.,. ud. lro. the 19 51tuat.ton are aa1nly 
in the pen~1't7.p!'OV1s1011S•. _. " 

. ~ .......
 

R. S. 51:1-97 
.	 - '.. 

.'" ~ --- -. ~ 

This 1e~slat1on is 01" ncomsended in the reportsof the 
Depart1Hnt. of W.tgn~1Hl.l;l 

Laws, 1<:)19, Chsn-ter 197. I .s Seate- 105 by Mr. Sadtb,,;' r.bn1al'7 24, 1919. 
Th1s bill wa.. DOt· t01"e'PUH.g... Th.atateaent 011 the btU 1s as 
follows I 

"The pu.""PO" of th1:l act. is to prtmSC1t deception in the 
sal. utd· J1j.atnbo.t1on ot. c:oIIIIOd:it1... and 1:8 de-s1811ed to . 
pn"leftt the' &1-T:1J:le ot, short wej,gn't;;.?,".. •. j; •.:".', ;; .. , 

; ~. w .... __ . -':•. ~" :". ,;"~ 1~-· ",\:~ ........ ~.~:. ',' ,:... ­

..	 .Any pertlOn aggriend fJIq bring an act!.OD under th.1cs statutei-· 
and 1:t i. 1nt.ended to pt'O'rldct,. nexLb1.. method" for..'th•. ~ 

bringing of such act1ona." 
~ 

This legiolat1oD difters fro. the similar legislation Wicb vas already . 
in existence (1918 law, 5e~ aboft) in ita wording and in thHt although it pro­
vides rOT' ldent1ct!~ money fine, aa the 1918 law, it does not pro-nde tor t.~. 
prieon terse It also prondes that the case may be heard in t.'1. Sliall Ceuse 
CoU-r't as well as tho District Court end before the police mag1atTute. 

Lsws, 19~1J Chapter 91. Iu~-oduced aa Sen~te 216 bT Mr. Beeps" rebruarT a, 1921,
 
~!'lUmda this act•
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It has t.~e. follo'N1nt; statement, 

The purpose of this act 15 to provide t). ll."l1fona 
syst<.Jta of procedurp. for t."le enforcelltmt of the aet 
for the preTention or m1~representation in the sue 
of cou:oditiea. It is desired to lllake the proC4dnre 
se'ct1ons.· con!o!'1:l to e3ta.bllsh'5d practice in the ~rts"· 
in whici:l such actions are Inst1tuted and for expedition 
in heer1n~ the saae. 

.:'.~:.: ~. :...', '. 'ft- .'; " "::'. ~ -.. - ~ 

1s .aaendllent 1s to fllrther- pTorld. aga1Zlst: ".' '. ·'i 

me&lR1ft practice: by making tho...who· del1ftr' - "'} 
... ' .. 11Y9red, f4.r!Y cO'lIlIOdit)r. aJleanabl.. t.O~ penal:U.. :, :.:~. ­

,.:., L"; ~l '. .' ~ ". " ._,":... ~,;. ~~••' '..' ._•..•••~.. •
-" .. . .J" ~ • ~ . " '.. :":. ~C" '_ -:?1."':'l . 

. ~ ' .. - ,.... .iO; ,.: .. ~. . ". >.,.-;,~.~: .... L!:-ffl- ..: "~c-.:' ... ~·- '~..:':; . ~:.:-~ 

. '	 ". ;.The orlginaJ:1nt1'oducei 1Utendf!d the" tollowi~' ehanpa~;th.word~.c:. ~:~ 
' ..	 ~copartne?ah1;t' to 'beadded 1!i' the·fll'11"t'l1n..· and·th.·-phra.....deU.ftftor- _c_._ ;'! ',;"'; • 

c!.uaed. to be ciel1ftred·'aftel" the phraae-'-exposes\ fC1T'·881.-.:"':" Ho~rJ" ,;.~: ~.::~ 
to SenAte Amenaent adopt.ed June 6, 1933 add. the WM 'lI}mov1n&lT' in the'---· 
first line. The Lavwu passed including this Senate Amend:ent.. 

: ..._._--_._--~_._. 

'-,"- . ".;;_~: ' '~"~.~"~~,,,..z..n .:;"~ .~..:~'-:",:" ":..~;.~~,. ~:1l;\;r-.~#:·:~.·:··~~.-··::.;1 .L1:i- ~~~_.:J'6-!~~~>,..:.; r;._.~~.' . 

.,l.~ ':~<~~-j -:~"r." i.~~·;. ,-....~" :.·... ··-:'ti··~,. ·?~tt .. ·t~ :~~ .~:_~-~ '~.!t1:r~~e~ .t=,'!J' J~~~~~~"ri~ 

\...... .. 

• 

. :";.; ....! :." ,...!.,-::..;..~ ~.,. >.:':l' ~ .. :. ~ ':. :....~}~.:.: ~':1...,.j ~'7:.1'.r ,~t.~~.. ~ t~.;.;;? =¥'"';:-:. ':~'::-":l _::, :n-;'~:,~~_"'~'?~~:~.::':jr. ~:.>;~ ~ ,-i'-A"
. -_ ..-.,--- .. '-_ ./ ··-----..···---.ma-1"leasures. -._._..-. ' 

19)'7 Rerlsion. 

This section was the Bame in the flr3t, second find third dra.!t. It is the 
saJ1Ie as in present reT1sed statutes, except tor nU::~r1ng of section 1 t refers ,.• 'I, to fot" penalty. '!'hese draft. refer to R. S. 51:1..g9, General penalty. 



October 6, 1960-4­

{:.J 
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(Sa:r.e l\3j\.0t"8Sent Revised Statu~S.) f.s finally published, ho'it'$V'9r, 1937 
it refers to 5].:1-96. 

But, 50m8 changes ".re made from e:dsting 1933 lawlJ 

1.	 Wordina' of first Una was changed fro. Dan)" perflOn, 
fim, copartllorBh1P. corporation OT' &8:JOc1aUon 

tha.t· to Den,. persoft lIho". 

2.	 Wording ot .an,. ~dity, .a defined in this act-. 
(Sect1C1t.l.. 0;,1933 act readal.;7:',~. q ... 0" 

";' ~; .,.>..:..... .;~..;"lt',4 ......:,~, : ",.. ..,," ....-~": ....-.....;: . -~-, 

The tera -cosmod1t.T' as used in this act.. 1. 
aball. t.or the P'1J'pO•• ot act, be 
taken to m_ aDd include ing which 
1s comacnl,. ecld bT w1;tlt 1lMS\U'8 or 
oth.... apparatna tOT' de g quantity.} -; 

',' 

One has the imprasat up. ,1937 a.ne1OD'the two· 1••• had en entirelr 
indepea4dt deftloplI t1,... Supp~.eDt to the 1910 Coap1l.ed Statute. place. 
the 19U-1918 law ( R.S.5 t -96)lD1der Weight. & Jfeaaurea, while. Ch. 197 of: th. tali'S 
of 1919 ••. amencied { R.S. J..-97)appee.ra under Sal. or Good•• It uy also- be tnte­
rest1.ng. to nota tha~. • ot: Welgb-ta.1£ H••auns bill (R..s...~ l-'J6l '..... strengthene< 
first during passage 1%1 by eUm1nating the pbra'.·bT knowinglJ' del1yering· and 
again in 1913 by ti1mnatingth."pbra.H·ld.tbknowlMP~ithat·th. On8a11i. is talse-. 
the other hand' th.1919. lallll (R.S..5J,.:1-97}ha4:tbe opposite dewlopllent, having been vetJc:· 

RS/jm~ed in 1933 by a:rBllCldaeD't:'&d4ed a!tu intro&lo'tion ot thebUJ. liIbtch inserted the
"Oro tIJalovinglTt. . . . 
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24 AKNU.-\L REPORT DEPT. OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

Such a law is an absolute necessity and it would rid the 
State of the numerous odd sizes which are now used to defraud 
consumers. As a further precaution it would be advisable to 
have the capacity stenciled, or otherwise permanently marked, . 
in a durable manner, on the outside of the basket. This would 
e,nable purchasers to ascertain at a glance just what .they were 
getting and paying for. . 

I would also ask that a law be enacted making mandatory 
the use ot' standard dry measurement quart and pint boxes for 
the sale of small fruits and berries. All sizes are now pennissible, 
but many of them are short. The law suggested would do away 
with these short baskets and boxes. • 

All superintendents of the State should be vested with police 
privileges. In some municipalities the superintendents already 
have them, but the maj ority have not, and when they encounter 
offenders are compelled to wait until a policeman can be secured 
to make the arrest. Such a proceeding shouid be unnecessary, 
and we would make it so by enacting a law on lines suggested. • 

-..,.. An amendment should also be made to Section 26, Article 
5, Chapter 201, Laws of New Jersey. Severnl times dwing the 
year just past we had cases dismissed from Court because we 
were unable to prove that the ,,,eights and measures in use were 
known to be false, notwithstanding the fact that the evidence 
was most complete. 'vVe would amend the section by striking out 
the words "with knowledge that the same is false," as we believe 
the use, ownership or possession of weights, measures and scales 
that are false is the most satisfactory kind of evidence, and should 
be so recognized in Court, without our having to prove that 
they were used with knowledge. The proposed amendment 
would permit the superintendent to judge when a tradesman is 
using incorrect standards without his knowledge. 

\Ve would also like to abolish preseIlt method of trying cases 
before juries, because it has not worked out as satisfactorily as 
we could wish. Offenders have succeeded in having th~ir· cases 
delayed and finally quashed. The trials, in addition, have proven 
very expensive. We ...·;ould substitute for present procedure'a 
law which would enable city magistrates to pass judgment. This 
method would be more agreeable than the present method, and 
would, we think, be far more satisfactory. 
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serious to warrant more than a reprimand. The "checking-up" 
process on the part of offIcials is commendaLle and has a tendency 
to prevent the practice of fraud, 

MOTORISTS SAFEGUARDED. 

Gasoline pumps have supplanted measures to such an extent 
in the sale of gasoline that it is rather unusual to find the latter 
in use. This is not as strange as it may appear at first glance, 
because pumps are easier and quicker to operate and just as 
accurate as measures. These facts have been taken into con­
sideration by superintendents, who have directed their efforts 
towards pumps to make sure that they measure correctly. Tests 
and inspections are made frequently for the purpose of detecting 
anything that may be wrong. . If the pump is not measuring 
accurately, the sooner the fact is known and the pump adjusted 
the better for all concerned. Some motorists are of the 9pinion 
that the :pumps, when they do get out of order, immediately work 
to the advantage of dealers. Such an opinion 'is wrong. Our 
experience has heen that the pumps sometimes favor the dealers, 
sometimes consumers when they get out of order. 
. It is also worth mentioning that the 'type of equipment used 
for pumping purposes is constantly being improved upon. Every 
effort apparently is being put fOt:th to insure accuracy in measur­
ing gasoline, which is constantly growing in use. Officials are 
doing well in devoting~ tini~ to this .~ranch of inspection. 

THE NET WEIGHT LAW VS. THE CONSUMER. 
/) 

Briefly, the Net Weight Law, which has been in operatIon 
since the first of October, requires manufacturers of foodstuffs 
in packages to mark the net weight, measure or numerical count 
on the outside of the package. In other words, it forbids manu­
facturers to "weigh-in" wrappings, cartons, paper, etc. Cvn­
sumers buying foodstuffs in package form to-day-and thousands 
never purchase in any other way-know just the quantity that 
they are getting for their money. They were not certah1J before. 
The act has been in operation only ashort time, but its effects 
are already markedly beneficial. Ultimately, it will save con­
smners thousands of dollars, because the tendency to-day leans 
more ancI more to the sale of foodstuffs in packages. It means 
much to housewives to be able to see at a glance just what they 
are getting for their money. Already there are all kinds of 
teas, coffees, butter, sugar, dried fruits and vegetables-such. as . 

ANNUAL Rl:;POR'j' D~l"'l'. OF \Vl('';UT:S " 

beans a11d peas-and many other artich~s : 
Under tIle Net 'Weight Law manufacturer, 

f 
quantity is contaIned in the package. ~lc 

the benefits of the act. It makes comp<:l 
away with the fraud that was formerly pr 

There is no legitimate objection to the s; 
form.. The plan has a number of advantagt: 
be menti011e4 its being sanitary. Eventl 
most articles of food will be sold in the fo 
innovation may not come for a few year, 
~vidences now pointing to the time \Vhel 

'~nerally adopted. When the time does 
sold exclusively in package form

l 
our la\' 

care of the situation. II 
To make the provisions of the law betl! 

it might be complied with more readily a 
the Department compiled a list of· decision 
ing various phases of the act. The pamph 
teresting data on the law and how it shaull 
have been liberally distributed by officials 
by the new law. The present co-operat 
brought about by the pamphlet, althougl 
considerably. 

STATE INS'fITUTIONS VISI 

The same careful attention that has bee 
in use in the varioils State institutions in 
evidence during 1916. The need for cor 
as 'g~eat almost in institutions as in mer· 
because of the large supply,of foodstuffs al 
This is understood, and we have been car, 
apparatus used in the service of the State. 
the inspections were very timely because thl 
become inaccurate and were operating to 
tradesmen. The error was corrected all 
covered. 

I~ all, twenty-one institutions were \ 
Some were visited oftener where such ins: 
necessary. 

EDUCATIONAl, WORK CON1'I 

For the purpose of furthering what has 
educate the public-both buying' and sell 
issued during 1916 two very interesting' ! 
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