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ASSEMBLY, No. 386 

STATE OF NEW'JEK~SEY 

INTRODUCED· APRIL 5, 1954 

. , . 1 ' . 

By Mr. MARl-tYATT 

Referred to Committee on Institutions, Public.. Health and 'Welfare 

AN	 ACT concerning the practice of optometry, amending sections 45 :12-1, 45:­

12-3, 45:12-8, 45 :12-11 and 45:12-19 of t'he':Revised Statutes, and supple­
,	 . 

, menting chapter 12 of Title 45 of the Revised Statutes. 

,1 BE IT ENACTED by the.Senate and General.Assembly of thcrSioie of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 45:12-1 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2· 45 :12-1. Optometry is hereby declared to be a profession, and the prac­

3 tice of optometry is defined.to be the [employment of-objective or subjective.	 . . . . 
4 means, or both, for the examination of. the human eye for the purposes of 

5 ascertaining ally departure from the. normal, measuring its powers of vision 

6 and adapting lenses or prisms for the aid thereof.]: diagnosis of the human 

7 eye and its appendages~ and the emlJloyment of any ovjective or subjective 

8. means or methods or the use of any insirumentalities for the purpose of de-
I 

: 9 terrnining the refractive pOWe1"S of the human eyes, or any visual, muscular, 

10 neurological, interpretive or anatomical anomalies of the human eyes, their . .. . 

f 

I 11 alJ1Jenclages andvisu'al processce, or the: 2)rescribing,' 2J10viding, hlrnishin(l, . 
12 or employing lenses, prisms, [rames, mountings, contact lenses, uision train-I 

t 13 ing procedures, orthoptic: exercises, light [rcqucncies, Wnd aHy other means 

t 
14 or methods for the correction, remedy 01" 1-elief of any msnfficienccs 0)' ab-t 

I 15 'normal conditions of the visual processes, the human eyes and t!~eir appeud­

\ ExPLANATION-~Iatlerenclosed in bold-faced Lrackets (thus] in the above bill is 110t enacted 
I and ill intended to be omitted in tho law. ' 

I 
i 

I 
I 
I 

I,, 
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IG tutcs, amZ an optometrist is one who prantices opiometru as herein defined. A 

17 person shall be deemed to be practicing optometry within the meaning of this 

18 chapter who in any way advertises himself as a11 optometrist, 01' who [shall 

19 employ any means for the measurement of the powers of vision or the adapta­

:20 tion of lenses or prisms for the aid thereof', practice.offer or attempt to prac­

:21 tice optometry as herein defined, either on his own behalf or as au employee 

:2E. prisms or ocular exercise for tilt: cor rcctiou or the relief thereof or W~(I holds 

:2:1 or as an employee or student of another, irlretlicr under the personal super­

30 'vision of his employer or preceptor or not, or who holds himself out as qual­

31 ified to practice optometry. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 

32 apply to the sale of toy glasses or goggles consisting of plano-white or plano­

33 colored leuses or ordinary colored glasses which for the purposes of this 

34: chapter shall not be considered ophthalmic lenses, speciaclcs or eyeglasses; 

33 provuled, that in connection with such sale there is not inllolved the practice 

3G of optometry, nor shall it apply to duly licensed physicians and surgeons au­

37 thorizcd to practice medicine under the laws of this State, except as otliccicise 

38 IJroviderl in section 45 :12-11 of this chapter. 

1 2. Section 45 :12-3 of the Revised Statutes is amend to read as follows: 

2 45 :12-3. The members of the board shall, before entering upon the dis­

3 charge of their duties, and within 30 days after their appointment, take and 

4 subscribe an oath before an officer autho rizcd to administer oaths in this 

5 State, for the faithful performance of their duties, and file the same with the 

6 Secretary of State. They shall annually elect from their number a president, 

7 and shall also annually elect a secretary-treasurer, who mayor'may not be 

8 a member of the board, each of which officers shall hold office for 1 year and 



a until his successor shall have been duly elected and qualified. The secretary­

10 treasurer shall receive such compensation for his services as may be deter­

11 mined by the board, and shall give a bond for the faithful performance of his 

12 duties, in such sum as it may determine. The board may also appoint an 

13 agent, whose title shall be inspector of the New Jersey State Board of Op­

14 tometrists, who shall hold office during the pleasure of the board, and shall, 

15 during his continuance in his office; be authorized to serve and execute any 

16 process issued by any court of record under the provisions of this chapter. 

17 The agent shall also have power to enter any optometrist's office [or estab­

18 lishment] or place where the practice of optometry is carried on for the pur­

19 pose of inspecting the premisesand the license and registration of the optom­

20 etrists [and operators] therein. The appointment of the agent shall not be 

21 subject to the provisions of the civil service law. 

1 3. Section 45 :12-8 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol­

2 lows: 

3 45 :12-8. Every person practicing optometry shall display his registration 

,	 4 certificate or certificates, together with his registration renewal certificate 

5 or certificate, in a conspicuous place in the office or offices wherein he prac­

6 tices optometry, but not in such manner that they may be seen from the out­

7 side of such office or offices, and, whenever required, exhibit the registration 
i. 

8	 and renewal certificates to the board 01' its authorized representatives. Every 

9 office [or place of business] where an optometrist is practicing shall have 

10 displayed on a sign so as to be read on the outside of the office [or place of 

11 business] HIe name of each optometrist practicing therein. When practic­

12 ing the profession of optometry outside of or away from the office [or place 

13 of business]', he shall deliver to each patient 11 bill for professional services 

14 rendered, which shall contain his full name, home post-office address and the 

15 address of his principal office in this State, the number of his certificates, 

16 and his signature. 

17 The minimum equipment with uiluicl: a licensed optometrist shall operate 

18 his office and engage in the practice of optometry shall consist of the follow­
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H' ing items, all of which shall be kept in good condition and repair to wit: 

20 Ophthalmoscope, retinoscope, visual acuity chart, projector or the like for 

2] detennining visual acuities, ophthalometer or keratometer, standard trial 

2:': case and trial frame, phoroptor or refractor, near point cards, instrument 

28 for determining fusion and stereopsis, field. charting instrument. 

24' Every person practicing optometry in New Jersey shall notify the board 

25 III writing of any change of address or location of his office or offices. [at 

2:) least :") days prior to occupying said Hew office, returning therewith the ap­

3~ thet: the board shall issue a neui registration reneical certificate for the new 

33 office location. 

1 4. Section 45 :12-11 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol­

, 2 lows: 

3 45 :12-11. The board shall have the power, and it is hereby made its duty, 

4 to refuse to grant, to revoke or to suspend for a specified time, to be deter­

5 mined in the discretion of the board, any license to practice optometry in the 

6 State of New Jersey for any of the following causes: 

7 a. Loaning, selling, or fraudulently obtaining any optometry diploma, 

8 license, record, or certificate, or aiding or abetting therein. 

9 b. Gross incompetence, or negligence as determined by the board. 

10 c. The obtaining of any fee by fraud or misrepresentation or the prac­

11 tice of deception or fraud upon any patient or patients.
 

12 d. Chronic and persistent inebriety, or the habitual use of narcotics.
 

13 e. Affliction with a contagious or infectious disease which, in the opinion
 

14 of the board, renders practice of optometry by the licensee or applicant for
 

15 license dangerous to the public health.
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16 f. Conviction of a crime involving moral turpitude; or where any licensee 

17 or applicant for a license has pleaded 110n vult contendere or non vult to any 

18 indictment, information, allegation or complaint, alleging the commission of 

19 a crime involving moral turpitude, or where any licensee or applicant for a 

20 license presents to the board any diploma, license or certificate that shall 

21 have been obtained, signed, or issued unlawfully or under fraudulent repre­

22 sentation, The record of conviction or the entry of such a plea in any court 

23 of this State or any other State or in any of the courts of the United States 

24 or any foreign country, shall be sufficient warrant for the revocation or sus­

25 pension of a license. 

26 g. Conviction in a court of competent jurisdiction of a high misdemeanor. 

27 h. False, fraudulent or misleading advertising of the practice of op­

28 tometry or of any art, skill, knowledge, method of treatment or practice per­

29 taining thereto. [Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit any 

30 person licensed under the provisions of this chapter to issue appointment 

31 cards to his patients, when the information thereon is limited to matter per­

32 taining to the time and place of appointment and that permitted on the pro­

33 fessional card. For the purposes of this section a professional card shall 

34 contain only the name, title, profession, degrees, address, telephone number, 

35 office hours of the licensed optometrist, and the words" eyes examined" "eye 

36 examination," or "hours for the examination of eyes."l 

37 Advertising. of the practice of 'optometry or of any art, skill, knowledge, 

38 method of treatment or practice pertaining thereto or ophthalmic materials, 

39 fees, prices, the charges for services or ophthalmic materials, the character 

40 or durability of services or ophthalmic materials or advertising to perform 

41 optometric services or providing glasses, spectacles, contact lenses, frames, 

42 mountings, lenses or prisms free of charge or on credit or installments or any­

43 thing of similar import to the foregoing, by means of circular, handbills, card, 

44 letter, sign, poster, pictures, representations of eyes or eyeglasses, adocrtis­

45 ing matches, mirrors or other articles or by advertisement in newspapers, 

46 books, magazines or other publications or by projection by means of light, 

._-._-------­'" 
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47 electronics, crier, radio broadcasting, iclcuision OT by use of an advertising 

48 solicitor or publicity agent or any other advertising media; provided, how­

49 ever, that any person licensed under the prooision» of this chapter 'may issue 

50 ap poiniuicni cards to his patients, when the information thereon is limited to 

51 matter IJertaining to the time and place of appointment and that permitted 

52 on the projeesional card, or may display the name of the licensee on the 

fl3 'premises where he is engaged in the practice of his profession upon the win­

D4 douis or doors thereof and by doorplates, or name or office directory when 

55 the infonnation is limited to that o] the professional card. For the purposes 

fi6 of this section a professional card shall contain only the name, title, projes­

;)7 sion, degrees, address, telephone number, office hours of the licensed optom­

.38 eirist, and the words .. eyes examined," "eye examinations," or "hours for 

59 the examination of eues." The foregoing is not to be construed as prohibit­

60 ing the publicaiion. by an optometrist of his projessionol card in regularly 

61 published. newspapers proculetl his said card and adrertisemeni does not 

6:2 contain any iniorm aiiou other than that permitted ill the definition of the pro­

64: 1. Announcing his name in any city, commercial, telephone or other pub­

65	 lie directory, or directories in public or office buildings using display or bold­

66 face type or type that is in any way dissimilar in size, shape, or color to that 

67 used for other practitioners of the healing arts in the same directory. 

No optometrist shall cause or permit himself to be listed 1'n a telephone 

69 directory under any name other than the name hi,which he is rcqisie red icith 

70 the board as the holder of a valid, unrevoked, active license to practice op­

71 tometru in this State. 

72 No optometrist shall cause or permit any listing of any 

73 (1) inactive, retired, removed or deceased optometrist or any other 

74 ocular practitioner, except that, for a period of not more than,2 years from 

75 the date of succession to the practice of another optometrist, an opiom­

7G etrisi may use a telephone listing of such optometriet toqctlicr 'with the 

77 uiorde l( succeeded by," l( succeeding" or "successor to." 
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78 (2) any trade name or corporate name, or the nanu: of any lJerS01/, 

7!J firm, corporation, portuersliip 01' association not licensed to practice op­

80 tonictrt) usuler the provisions of chapter 12 of Title 45 of the Revised 

81 Statutes of New Jersey 

8::l in 'Which additional listing the address or telephone number is the same as 

sa thai of the said optometrist. 

S4 The listing of an optometrist in a telephone directory shall contain only 

85 the name, title, the word" optometrist," degrees, address or addresses, office 

8G hours and telephone number or nuanbers of the licensed optometrist, incliul­

8", ' "f d " d th' d" "f all " I uu), ~ esirea, e wor s ~ no answer, c . 

88 .Any optometrist listed in the classified section of any directory shall be 

8!) listed only under the classification entitled U Optometrists," at the address or 

90 addresses for which he holds a valid, unrevoked, active license to practice 

91 optometry in this State. 

92 j. Displaying any spectacles, eyeglasses, eyeglass or spectacle frames or 

9il mountings, goggles, lenses, prisms, spectacle or eyeglass cases, ophthalmic 

94 material of any kind, optometric instruments, or optical tools or machinery, 

95 or any merchandise, material, or advertising of a commercial nature in office 

9G windows or reception rooms or in display cases outside of the offices, where 

97 the display of such merchandise, material or advertising would make it visi­

98 ble from the street. 

9D k, Displaying his licenses, diplomas, or certificates in such a manner that 

100 they may be seen from the outside of the office. 

101 1. Using the title doctor or its abbreviation without further qualifying 

102 this title or abbreviation with the word optometrist. 

10~l m. Usc by an optometrist of the words "clinic," "infirmary," "hos­

104 pi tal," "school," "college," "univel'::ii ty," or "insti tu te" in English or any 

10:> other language in connection with any place where optometry may be prac­

106 ticed or demonstrated; provided, however, that nothing in this section shall 

107 prevent an optometric clinic, approved by the board, from being conducted on 

108 a nonprofit basis by a school or college of optometry or an association of 

109 registered optometrists. 
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110 n. ~'he continuance of an optometrist in theemploy of, or acting as an 

111 assistant to any person, firm or corporation, either directly or indirectly, 

11~ after he has knowledge that such person, firm or corporation is violating the 

113 laws ,of New Jersey concerning the practice of optometry. 

114 o. Any conduct which is of a character likely to deceive or defraud tho 

115 public. 

116 p. Soliciting' in person or through an agent or agents for the purpose 

117 of selling ophthalmic materials or optometric services or employing what are 

118 known'as "chasers," "steerers," or "solicitors," to obtain business. ' 

119 q. The issuance of appointment cards or the display of the name of the 

120 licensee on the premises where he is engaged in the practice of his profes­

121 sion when the information goes beyond that permitted by a professional 

122 card. 

133 r. The display of the name and title of the licensee, or other information 

124 in lettering larger than 4 inches in height for street-level' offices, or larger 

125 than 6 inches in height for offices above street-level, and in no event shall 

126 there be more than 3 such displays, and 'the illumination of said name and 

127 title except during office hours; the use of colored or neon lights, eyeglasses 

128 or eye signs, whether painted, neon, decalcomania, orany other either in the 

129' form of eyes or structures resembling eyes, eyeglass frames, eyeglasses or 

130 spectacles, whether lighted or not. 

131 s. Any violation of rule or regulation duly promulgated by the board 

132 hereunder or of any provision of this chapter. " : 

133 ",' i, No optometrist shall cause or permit the use of his name, profession 

134 or professional title by or in conjunction with any association, company, cor-: 

135 poration, or nonlioensed person, in any advertising of any man?wr. 

136 u. Practicing optomeirs) in an office not exclusively devoted to the 1Jrac­

137 tice of optometry where materials or merchandise 2)ertaining to a business 

138 or commercial undertaking bearing no relation to the pract'iceof Ol)tometry 

139 are displayed. 

.'., . 

! 

! 
1 

,\
i 
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140 v. Practicing optometry under a false or assumed name or upon a salary, 

141 commission, lease or any other basis of compensation, being directly or in­

142 directly employed by or associated or connected with any person, association 

14:3 or corporation other than one who possesses a valid unrevoked certificate of 

144: registration as an optometrist in and for the State of New Jersey and who 

145 has a1~ actual legal residence within the State. 

146 w. Prior to prescribing for or providing eyeglasses or spectacles a com­

147 plete minimum examination shall be made of the patient to determine the 

148 correct lenses necessary for such a patient. The requirements of such mini­

149 mum examination shall be defined by rule or regulation of the New Jersey 

150 State Board of Optometrists. 

151 z. Any person licensed as a physician, surgeon or optometrist who VlO­

152 laies sections 45:'12-11 (i), (h), (m), (q), or (1') of this chapter, shall, at the 

153 discretion of the board, be subject to a penalty of $50.00 for the first offense 

154 and $200.00 for each subsequent offense in lieu of the suspension or reooca-: 

155 tion of his license. 

156 Proceedings for the revocation of a certificate or suspension of the right 

157 to practice shall be begun by filing with the board a written charge or charges 

158 against the accused. These charges may be preferred by any person or the 

159 board may on its own motion direct its secretary to prefer the charges. 

1 5. Section 45 :12-19 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 45 :12-19. No person, not a holder of a certificate of registration duly is­

:3 sued to him, shall practice optometry within the State, and no person shall 
\ 

4 falsely personate a registered optometrist of a like or different name, nor buy, 

C) sell or fraudulently obtain a certificate issued to another.· No person shall 

6 directly or indirectly for himself or others do or engage in any acts or prac­

7 tices specifically prohibited to duly registered optometrists by the provisions 

8 of section 45 :12-11 of this chapter. 

9 No person shall peddle spectacles, eyeglasses or lenses or practice op­

10 tornetry from house to house or on the streets or highways notwithstanding 

11 any law providing for the licensing of peddlers. This shall not prohibit, how­
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12 ever, an optometrist from attending, prcscriblug, and furnishing spectacles, 

]3 eyeglasses or lenses to u person who by reason of an illness, or physical or . 
J4. mental infirmity is confined to his place of abode, or to a hospital or other 

15 institution. 

1-2. G. It shall be unlawful for any person licensed to practice optometry un­ . 

3 del' the laws of the State of New .Iersey to- udvortiso.rpractice or hold himself 

4 forth as being entitled to. practice under a name other than his own, unless he 

5 be an associate of or an assistant to au optometrist licensed under the laws of 

6 the State of New Jersey, and it shall be unlawful for any person, association 

7.or corporation directly or indirectly to engage. or undertake to engage in the 

8 practice of optometry by utilizing the services, upon a salary, commission, 

9 lease. basis, 01' by any other means or method, of any person licensed to prac-. 

10 tice optometry in the State of New Jersey. It shall be unlawful for any op- • 

. 11 tometrist or physician to engage 01' undertake to engage in the practice of 

12 optometry in behalf of any unlicensedperson, association or corporation, ex­

.. ­
·1 

1 7. The testimony of an optometrist who is licensed to practice optometry 

2 in this State shall be received by any judge, official board, State agency and, . . . . : 

3 State commission or other agency of this State or. any. of its political sub­

4 divisions as qualified evidence and testimony with re~pect to any matter set 

5 forth in section 45 :12-1 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 8. No State official, department head, State division or State commission 

.2 or any other agency o,f the State of ~cw J'erseyor of any of its political 

3 subdivisions or any of their employees shall discriminate between the prac­

4: titionors of optometry and any other ocular practitioners. . . . . 

1 ~. No person shall sell, dispense, supply or offer ophthalmic lenses, 

2 spectacles or eyeglasses to intended wearers or users thereof without pre­ . 
l 

3 scriptions properly authorized by optometrists orphysicians .duly licensed to 
I 
• 

. 4: pr~ctice .their professions in the State .of New J erse~r-: 
, 

. . 
• '.'1 '.•• ', '.' 
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1 ' 10. It shall be unlawful for any person, association or corporation to
 

f,
j
t

" 

:z issue cards offering free eye examinations or eye examinations for any price,
 

3- or eye examinations at a discount or offering special rates or discounts for
 

-4: eyeglasses.
 

1
 11. This act shall take effect immediately. 

~ 

~ 

}
 
STATEMENT /v ,A 38b . 

The purpose of this bill is to clarify the definition of optometry, to define 

more clearly the regulatory powers of the board, to strike out references to 

customers and places of business, to require an optometrist to notify the board 

of any change in his office address, to enforce ethical. and professional practice 

in the interest of public health and welfare by an added listing of causes for rev­

ocation or suspension of licenses, to recognize and establish testimony by op­

tometrists as qualified expert testimony concerning vision, to provide for 

acceptance by State,.county and municipal departments and agencies and school 

boards of optometric services on the same basis as those of other professions, to 

make it unlawful for any unlicensed person, association or corporation either 

directly or indirectly to practice optometry, to prohibit the sale of lenses, spec­

tacles or eyeglasses without prescription, and to prohibit the issuance of cards 

offering free eye examinations and special rates or discounts for eyeglasses. 

I
i
I
t

I
i,
 
t 

I
 
I
I 

I
I
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ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 386 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
I 
I 

. ADOPTED JUNE 10, 1954 

Amend page 1, section 1, line 3, delete the bracket.
 

Amend page 1, section 1, line 6, delete the bracket.
 

Amend pages 1 and 2, section 1, delete lines 6, beginning with the word
 

"diagnosis", through line 16, ending with the word "defined". 

Amend page 2, section 1, line 18, delete. the bracket. 

Amend page 2, section 1, line 27, delete the bracket. 

Amend page 2, section 1, beginning after the word "optometry", on line 

27, delete ·the words "in any way practices, offers", and the lines 28, 29 and 30, 

and on line 31, "ified to practice optometry". 

Amend page 2, section 1, lines 37 and 38, delete the words "except as 

otherwise provided in section 45:12-11 of this chapter". 

Amend page 6, section 11, subsection h., line 50, after the word "cards", 

insert the words "or professional cards". 

Amend page 9, section 11, subsection v., line 140, after the word "name", 

insert a comma. 

Amend page 9, section 11, subsection v., line 141, delete the word "being", 

and in lieu thereof insert the word "while". 

Amend page 9, section 11, subsection v., line 144, after the word "optome­

t.rist ", insert the words "or a physician licensed". 

Amend page 9, section 11, subsection x., line 151, after the word "as", de­

lete the words "a physician, surgeon a 1''', and insert the word" an". 

Amend page 10, section 19, subsection 6, line 11, delete the words "or 

physician" . 

Amend page 10, section 19, subsection 7, line 2, delete the word "shall", 

and in lieu thereof insert the word "may". 
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Amend page 10,~ section 19, subsection'S, delete lines' 1 through 4. 

Amend page 10, line 1,delete"number' "9", and in' lieu thereof insert 

number "8". 

Amend page 10, .section 19, subsection 9, .line 4, .after the -word "Jersey.", 

delete-tho period and-insert " ; 'provided, however, that" duplications, replace­

ments, reproductions or repetitions may be done without prescription by li­

censed ophthalmic dispensers, .optometrists or, physicians". 

Amend page 11, line 1, delete number "10", and in lieu thereof insert 

number "9". 

Amend page 11, line 1; delete number "11''-,' and in lieu thereof insert 

number' "10".' 

" 
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ASSE~l!nIJY, No. 386 

Sl-ATE OF NEW JERSEY 
~ 
I, INTRODUCED APRIL 5, 1954' 

i 1 

I By Mr. MARRYATT 

\ 

I 
» 
I . Referred to Committee on Institutions, Public Health and Welfare 

AN ACT concerning the practice of optometry, amending sections 45 :12-1, 45:­

i
\ 

12-3, 45 :12-8, 46 :12-11 and 45 :12--19 of the Revised Statutes, and supple-

meriting chapter 12 of Title 45 of the Revised Statutes. 
I 
! 

i
I 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

f 
2 Jersey:i 

I 

I 

1 1. Section 45 :12-1 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 45 :12-1. Optometry is hereby declared to be a profession, and the prac­

3 tice of optometry is defined to he the employment of objective or subjective 

4 means, or both, for the examination of the human eye for the purposes of 

5 ascertaining any departure from the normal, measuring its powers of vision 

6 and adapting lenses or prisms for the aid thereof. [diagnosis of the human 

7 eye and its appendagcs, and the employment of any objective or subjective

I 
l 8 means or methods or the use of any instrumentalities for the purpose of de­

! 9 termining the refract-ive powers of the hwman eyes, or any visual, muscular, 

I 
10 neurological, interpretive or anatomical anomalies of the human eyes, their 

11 appendages and visual processes, or the lJrCscribing, l)i"oviding, farnishing, 

I 12 or employing lenses, prisms, [rames, lIwltntings, contact lenses, vision train­

,l 13 ing procedures, orthoptic exerciees, light frequencies, and any other means 

14 or methods for the correction, remedy Q?' relicf of any insufficiencies or ab­

15 normal conditions 01 the visual processes, the human eyes and their append­

EX.},L'~ATIO:,,-:\bll('":enc!o~ in bv!d"f,,~·d b,ad.,.;,. (t}.a~J i;;z ~~ .abo,,",bill i> noX .e:n-=!t'd 
:I.l1d U. bteJJd~ to be oro~:re-d :n !r::~ !.Iw. 
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16 ages, and an optometrist is one who practices optometry as herein defined.] A 

17 person shall be deemed to be practicing optometry within the meaning of this 

18 chapter who in any way advertises himself as an optometrist, or who shall 

19 employ any means for the measurement of the powers of vision or the adapta­

20 tion of lenses or prisms for the aid thereof, practice, offer or attempt to prac­

21 tice optometry as herein defined, either on his own behalf or as an employee 

2~ or student of another, whether under the personal supervision of his em­

2:~ ployor or preceptor or not, or to use testing appliances for the purposes of 

2·} measurement of the powers of vision, or diagnose any ocular deficiency or 

2;') deformity, visual or muscular anomaly of the human eye or prescribe lenses, 

26 prisms or ocular exercise for the correction or the relief thereof or who holds 

27 himself out as qualified to practice optometry. [in any way practices, offers 

28 or attempts to practice optometry as herein defined, either on his own behalf 

29 or as an employee 01" student of another, whether under the personal super­

30 vision of his eniplouer or preceptor or not, or who holds himself out as qual­

:ll ified to practice optometry.] Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 

32 apply to the sale of toy glasses or goggles consisting of plano-white or plano­

:~3 colored lenses or ordinary colored glasses which for the purposes of this 

34 chapter shall not be considered ophihalmic lenses, spectacles or eyeglasses; 

35 provided, that in connection with such sale there is not involved the practice 

36 of optometry, nor shall it apply to duly licensed physicians and surgeons au­

37 thorized to practice medicine under the laws of this State [, except as other­

38 wise provided in section 45 :12-11 of this chapter]." 

1 2. Section 45 :12-3 of the Revised Statutes is amend to read as follows: 

2 45 :12-3. The members of the board shall, before entering upon the dis­

3 charge of their duties, and within 30 days after their appointment, take and 

4 subscribe an oath before an officer authorized to administer oaths in this 

5 State, for the faithful performance of their duties, and file the same with the 

6 Secretary of State. They shall annually elect from their number a president, 
, 

7 and shall also annually elect a secretary-treasurer, who mayor may not be 

8 a member of the board, each of which officers shall hold office for 1 year and 
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9 until his successor shall have been duly elected and qualified. The secretary­

10 treasurer shall receive such compensation for his services as may be deter­

11 mined by the board, and shall give a bond for the faithful performance of his
 

12 duties, in such sum as it may determine. The board may also appoint an
 

13. agent, whose title shall be inspector of the New Jersey State Board of Op­

14 tornetrists, who shall hold office during the pleasure of the board, and shall, 

15 during his continuance .in his offi~e, be authorized to serve and execute any 

I 16 process issued ·by any court of record under the provisions of this chapter. 

I
f 

I 
17 The agent shall also have power to enter any optometrist's office [or estab­

18 lishment] or place where the practice of optometry is carried on for the pur­

19 pose of inspecting the premises and the license and registration of the optom­

! 20 etrists [and operators] therein. The appointment of the agent shall not be 

! 
I 

21 subject to the provisions of the civil service law. 

! , 1 3. Section 45 :12-8 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

I
I 

I 
2 lows: 

3 45 :12-8. Every person practicing optometry shall display his registration 

4 certificate or certificates, together with his registration renewal certificate

I 
I 5 or certificates, in a conspicuous place in the office or offices wherein he prae­

6 tices optometry, but not in such manner that they may be seen from the out-

I 7 side of such office or offices, and, whenever required, exhibit the registration 

8 and renewal certificates to the board or its authorized representatives. Every 

I
/

I 
9 office [or place of business] where an optometrist is practicing shall have 

10 displayed on a sign so as to be read on the outside of the office [or place of 

11 business] the name of each optometrist practicing therein. When practic­

12 ing the profession of optometry outside of or away from the office [or place
t 
i 13 of business jv he shall deliver to each patient a bill for professional services 

f
" 

14 rendered, which shall contain his full name, home post-office address and theI 
t 

15 address of his principal office in this State, the number of his certificates, 

16 and his signature. 

17 The minimum equipment with iohich. a licensed optometrist shall operate 

18 his office and engage in the practice of optometry shall consist of the follow­
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19 i?lg items, all of <chich shall be kept -in good condition atul repair, to wit: 

.. , .....:20 01Jhf,halmoscope, retinoscope, vi.sua! acuity chart, lirujedljr 0,.. il:e L::t:; ..' lJ I 

21 determining uisual acuities, ophihalonieier or keratometer, standard trial 

22 case and trial frame, phoroptor or refractor, near poi?~t cards, instrument 

23 for determining fusion and stereopsis, field charting instrument. 

24 Every person practicing optometry in New Jersey shall notify the board 

25 in writing of any change of address or location of his office or offices. [at 

26 least 5 days prior to occupying said new office, returning therewith the ap­

27 propriate registration renewal certificate or certificates and the board shall 

28 issue a new registration renewal certificate or certificates for the new office 

29 location or locations.] If, after proper investigation, the board shall find the 

30 new office location appropriate for the practice of optometry in accordance 

31 with the provisions of this chapter and the rules and regulations of the board, 

32 then the board shall issue a new registration reueurai certificate for the new 

33 office location. 

1 4. Section 45 :12-11 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol­

2 lows:
 

3 . 45 :12-11. The board shall have tho power, and it is hereby made its duty,
 

4 to refuse to grant, to revoke or to suspend for a specified time, to be deter­

5 mined in the discretion of the board, any license to practice optometry in the
 

G State of New Jersey Iornny of the Iollowing causes:
 

7 a. Loaning, selling, or fraudulently obtaining any optometry diploma,
 

8 license, record, or certificate, or aiding or abetting therein.
 

9 b. Gross incompetence, or negligence as determined by the board.
 

10 c. The obtaining of any fee by fraud or misrepresentation or the prac­

11 tiea of deception or fraud upon any patient or patients.
 

12 d. Chronic and persistent inebriety, or the habitual use of narcotics.
 

13 e. Affliction with a contagious or infectious disease which, in the opinion
 

14 of the board, renders practice of optometry by the licensee or applicant for
 

15 license dangerous to the public health.
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16 f. Conviction of a crime involving moral turpitude j or where any licensee 

17 or applicant for a license has pleaded non vult contendere or non vult to any 

18 indictment, information, allegation or complaint, alleging the commission of, 

19 a crime involving moral turpitude, or where any licensee or applicant for a 

20 license presents to the board any diploma, license or certificate that shall 

21 have been obtained, signed, or issued unlawfully or under fraudulent repre­

22 sentation. The record of conviction or the entry of such a plea in any court 

2:3 of this State or any other State or in any of the courts of the United States 

24 or any foreign country, shall be sufficient warrant for the revocation or sus­

25 pension of a license. 

2t3 g. Conviction in a court of competent jurisdiction of a high misdemeanor. 

27 h. False, fraudulent or misleading- advertising of the practice of op­

28 tometry or of any art, skill, knowledge, method of treatment or practice per­

29 taining thereto. [Nothing-herein contained shall be construed to prohibit any 

30 person licensed under the provisions of this chapter to issue appointment 

31 cards to his patients, when the information thereon is limited to matter per­

32 taining to the time and place of appointment and that permitted on the pro­

33 fessional card. For the purposes of this section a professional card shall 

34 contain only the name, title, profession, degrees, address, telephone number, 

35 office hours of the licensed optometrist, and the words" eyes examined" "eye 

36 examination," or "hours for the examination of eyes."l 

37 Advertising of the practice 0t optometry or of any art, skill, knowledge, 

38 method of treatment or practice pertaining thereto or ophthalmic materials, 

39 fees, prices, the charges for services 01' ophthalmic materials, the character 

40 or durability of services or ophthalmic materials or advertising to perform 

41 optometric services or providing glasses, spectacles, contact lenses, frames, 

42 mountings, lenses or prisms free of charge or on cred-it or installments or any­

43 thing of similar import to the foregoing, by means of circular, handbills, card, 

44 letter, sign, poster, pictures, representations of eyes or eyeglasses, adoertis­

45 ing matches, mirrors or other articles or by adueriisemeni ,in newspapers, 

4:6 books, magazines or other publications or by projection by means of light, 
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47 electronics, crier, radio broadcasting, television or by use of an advertising 

48 solicitor or publicity agent or any other advertising media; provided, how­

49 ever, that any person licensed under the provisions of this chapter may issue 

50 appointment cards or professional cards to his patients, when the information 

51 thereon is limited to matter pertaining to the time and place of appointment 

52 and that permitted on the professional card, or may display the name of the 

53 licensee on the premises where he is engaged in the practice of his profession 

54 upon the windows or doors thereof and uy doorplates, or name or office direc­

55 tory when the information is limited to that of the professional card. For the , 

56 purposes of this section a professional card shall contain only the name, title, 

57 profession, degrees, address, telephone number, office hours of the licensed op­

58 tometrisi, and the words" eyes examined," "eye examinations," or "hours 

59 for the examination of eyes." The f01'egoing is not to be construed as prohib­

60 iting the publication by an optometrist of his professional card in regularly 

61 published newspapers provided his said card and advertisement does not 

62 contain any information other than that permiiiedui the definition of the pro­

63 fessional card as is fo~nd in this section.. 

64 i. Announcing his name in any city, commercial, telephone or other pub­

65 lic directory, or directories in public or office buildings using display or bold­

66 face type or type that is in any way dissimilar in size, shape, or color to that 

67 used for other practitioners of the healing arts in the same directory. 

68 No optometrist shall cause or permit himself to be listed in a telephone 

69 directory under any name other than the name in which he is registered with 

70 the board as the holder of a valid, unrevoked, active license to practice op­

71 tometry in this State. 

72 No optometrist shall cause or permit any listing of any 

73 (1) inactive, retired, removed or deceased optometrist or any other 

74 ocular practitioner, except that, for a period of not more than 2 years from 

75 the date of succession to the practice of another optometrist, an opiom­

76 etrist may use a telephone listing of such optometrist together with the 

77 words"succeeded by," "succeeding" or 't eucceseor to." 
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78 (2) any trade name or corporate name, or the name of any person, 

79 finn, corporation, partnership or association not licensed to practice op­

80 tomcirs] usuler the prouisions of chapter 12 of Title 45 of the Revised 

81 Staiuies of New Jersey 

82 in which additional listing the address or telephone number is the same as 

83 that of the said optometrist. 

84 The listing of an optometrist in a telephone directory shall contain only 

85 the name, title, the word H optometrist," degrees, address or addresses, office 

86 hours and telephone number or numbers of the licensed optometrist, includ­

87 ing, if desired, the words Hif no answer, call " 

88 Any optometrist listed in the classified section of any directory shall be 

89 listed only under the classification entitled H Optometrists," at the address or 

90 addresses for which he holds a valid, unrevoked, active license to practice 

91 optometry in this State .• 
" 

92 j. Displaying any spectacles, eyeglasses, eyeglass or spectacle frames or 

93 mountings, goggles, lenses, prisms, spectacle or eyeglass cases, ophthalmic 

94 material of any kind, optometric instruments, or optical tools or machinery, 

95 or any merchandise, material, or advertising of a commercial nature in office 

96 WIndows or reception rooms or in display cases outside of the offices, where 

97 the display of such merchandise, material or advertising would make it visi­

98 ble from the street. 

99 k, Displaying his licenses, diplomas, or certificates in such a manner that 

100 they may be seen from the outside of the office.
 

101 1. Using the title doctor or its abbreviation without further qualifying
 

102 this title or abbreviation with the word optometrist.
 

103 m. Use by an optometrist of the words "clinic," "infirmary," "hos-

J 

f 
t 104 pital," "school," "college," "university," or "institute" in English or any 
i 

105 other language in connection with any place where optometry may be prac-
I 
l 
~1	 106 ticed or demonstrated; provided, however, that nothing in this section shall 

107 prevent an optometric clinic, approved by the board, from being conducted on 

108 a nonprofit basis by a school or college of optometry or an association of 

109 registered optometrists. 
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110 n. The continuance of an optometrist in the employ of, or acting as an 

111 assistant to any person, firm or corporation, either directly or indirectly, 

112 after he has knowledge that such person, firm or corporation is violating the 

113 laws of New Jersey concerning the practice of optometry. 

114 o. Any conduct which is of a character likely to deceive or defraud the 

115 public. 

116 p. Soliciting in person or through an agent or agents for the purpose 

117 of selling ophthalmic materials or optometric services or employing what are 

118 known as "chasers," "stecrers," or "solicitors," to obtain business. 

119 q. The issuance of appointment cards or the display of the name of the 

120 licensee on the premises where he is engaged in the practice of his profes­

121 sion when the information goes beyond that permitted by a professional 

122 card. 

123 r. The display of the name and title of the licensee, or other information 

124 in lettering larger than 4 inches in height for street-level offices, or larger 

125 than 6 inches in height for offices above street-level, and in no event shall 

126 there be more than 3 such displays, and the illumination of said name and 

127 title except during office hours; the use of colored or neon lights, eyeglasses 

128 or eye signs, 'whether painted, neon, decalcomania, or any other either in the 

129 form of eyes or structures resembling eyes, eyeglass frames, eyeglasses or 

130 spectacles, whether lighted or not. 

131 s. Any violation of rule or regulation duly promulgated by the board 

132 hereunder or of any precision of this chapter, 

133 t. No optometrist shall cause or permit the use of his name, profession 

134 or professional title by or in conjumction with any association, company, C01'­

135 poration, or nonlicensed person, in any advertising of any manner. 

136 u. Practicing optometry in an office not exclu.sively devoted to the prac­

137 tice of optometry where materials or merchandise pertaining to a business 

138 or commercial undertaking bear'ing no relation to the practice of optometry 

139 are displayed. 
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140 v. Practicing optometry under a false or assumed name, or ~tZJon a salary, 

141 commission, lease or any other basis of compensation, [being] while directly 

142 or indirectly employed by or associated or connected with any person, associa­

143 tion or corporation other than one 'Who possesses a valid unrevoked ceriifi­

144 cate of reqistraium as an optometrist or a physician licensed in and for the 

145 State of New Jersey and who has an actual leqal residence within the State. 

146 w. Prior to prescribing for or providing eyeglasses or spectacles a com­

147 plete minimum examination shall be made of the patient to determine the 

148 correct lenses ne~essary for such a patient. The requirements Qf such mini­

149 mum examination shall be defined by rule or regulation of the New Jersey 

150 State Board of Optometrists. 

151 x. Any person licensed as [a physician, surgeon or] an optometrist who 

152 violates section 45:12-11 (i), (h), (111,), (q), or (r) of this chapter, shall, at the 

153 discretion of the board, be subject to a penalty of $50.00 for the first offense 

154 and $200.00 for each subsequent offense in lieu of the suspension or reuoca­

155 tion of his license. 

156 Proceedings for the .revocation of a certificate or suspension of the right 

157 to practice shall be begun by filing with the board a written charge or charges 

158 against the accused. These charges may be preferred by any person or the 

159 board may on its own motion direct its secretary to prefer the charges. 

1 5. Section 45 :12-19 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 45 :12-19. No person, not a holder of a certificate of registration duly is­

3 sued to him, shall practice optometry within the State, and no person shall 

4 falsely personate a registered optometrist of a like or different name, 1101' buy, 

5 sell or fraudulently obtain a certificate issued to another. No person shall 

6 directly or indirectly for himself or others do or engage in any acts or prac­

7 tices specifically prohibited to duly registered optometrists by the provisions 

8 of section 45 :12-11 of this chapter. 

9 No person shall peddle spectacles, eyeglasses or lenses or practice op­

10 tometry from house to house or on the streets or highways notwithstanding 

11 any law providing for the licensing of peddlers. This shall not prohibit, how­



12 ever, an optometrist from aitcnding, p rcscrihing, and furniahing spectacles, 

13 eyeglasses or lenses to a person who by reason of an illness, or physical or 

H mental infirmity is confined to his place of abode, or to a hospital or other 

13 institution. 

1-2 6. It shall be unlawful for any person licensed to practice optometry un­

3 del' the laws of the State of New Jersey to advertise, practice or hold himself 

4 forth as being entitled to practice under a name other than his own, unless he 

5 be an associate of or an assistant to an optometrist licensed under the laws of 

6 the State of New Jersey, and.it shall be unlawful for any person, association 

7 or corporation directly or indirectly to engage or undertake to engage in the 

8 practice of optometry by utilizing the services, upon a salary, commission, 

9 lease basis, or by any other means or method, of any person licensed to prac­

10 tice optometry in the State of New Jersey. It shall be unlawful for any op­

11 tometrist [or physician] to engage or undertake to engage in tbe practice of 

·12 optometry in behalf of any unlicensed person, association or corporation, ex­

13 cept that this shall not prohibit the employment by or the formation of part­

14 nerships between optometrists or physicians duly licensed in the State of New 

15 Jersey. 

1 7. The testimony of an optometrist who is licensed to practice optometry 

2 in this State [shall] may be received by any judge, official board, State agency 

3. and State commission or other agency of this State or any of its political sub­

4 divisions as qualified evidence and testimony with respect to any matter set 

5 forth in section 45 ;12-1 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 [8. No State official, department head, State division or State commis­

2 sion or any otber agency of the State of New Jersey or of any of its political 

3: subdivisions. or any of their employees shall discriminate between the prac­

4 titioners of optometry and any other ocular practitioners.'] 

1 [9.] 8. No person shall sell, dispense, supply or offer ophthalmic lenses, 

2 spectacles or eyeglasses to intended wearers or users thereof without pre­

3 scriptions properly authorized by optometrists or physicians duly licensed to 

4 practice their professions in the State of New Jersey [.J ; prooided, lioui­
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5 ever, that dupl'ications, replacements, reproductions or repetitions may be
 

G done unihoui prescription by licensed ophthalmic dispensers, optometrists or
 

7 physicians.
 

1 [10.] 9. It shall be unlawful for any person, association or corporation to
 

2 issue cards offering free eye examinations or eye examinations for any price,
 

3 or eye examinations at a discount or offering special rates or discounts for
 

4 eyeglasses.
 

1 [11.] 10. This act shall take effect immediately.
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August 2, 1954 

ASSEMBLY BILL NO.. 386 

To the General As~emb~~ 

Pursuant to Article V, Se~tion I, paragraph 14(b) of tha 

Constitution~ I a~ ret~rning herewith, for reconsider~tiona~dwith 

my objections, Assembly Bill No. 386. 

I am satisfied that this bill, as a whole 1 is a constructive 

measure in ~~e p~blic interest, designed to improve professional 

standa~ds in the p~actice of optomet~ and thereby to lead to nore 

reliable and expert s ervd.ce of the needs 0 f the population for visual 

aids. I approve those features of the bill which, among other things, 

prohibit corporate practice of opt ometry or the em p'l.oymerrt of licensed 
, 

optometrists by ~~licen3ed persons, in~roper or misleading advertising 

and listing-of optometrists in directories or otherwise in such a 

manner as to permit unlicensed persons or business concerns to profit 

thereby and the provisions which stre~gthen the enforcement and penalty 

sections of the law regulating the practice. 

I find myself s however, in disagreement with several other 

additiona 1 restrictions and requirements imposed by the bill.. I 

recommend the amendments hereinafter det aLLe d for the purpose of deleting 

or modifying the provisions which, for the reasons set forth herein, I 

deem objectionable~ 
, 
I
(

1. Section 3 of the bill amends Section 45:12-8 of the Revised 

Statutes so as to condition the issuance by the State Board of 

Cptoffietrists of a license for any new location to which a licensee removes 

his office upon a findi:'.1g by the board, "after proper i:lvestigation ll , 

that ·~h9 new office location is "appropriate for the practice of optometry 

in accordance with the prcvdr i ons of thi s chapter and t~e rules and , 
I 

f 
~ regulations of the boar dv , Nothing is said as to the standards by which 

the boerd is to be guided in rot-king its finding ar..::J none are readily 
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imaginable c This delegation of power is therefore invalid, and, in 

any event , is an ar aii:~ary restriction witho"lt :-e1ation to a""j necessary 

or desirable r egu latory objective.. 

2, Sect.icn 3 of t~e bill amends Section 45~12-8 cf tt~ R~vised 

Statutes to sp ec i.Iy 10 iot ens of' mandatory "minmu..ll equi.pment with which 

a licensed optrlme~r:i..8"t: shall cper-at e his cffice and en gage i::. 'the 

practice of opi:IJ.:~~';TY\\e Db~'8(,;to)rs have raised a question as to whether 

all of this equi.pment is t echnicaJ.ly necessary 0 ;ihile I am not compe t en t 

to determine thiDs I do believe that this type of r-equi.r emon t is more 

I 
~ 
c apprcpriate for beard regulations t:1.an for inclusion in a st.at'.lte. 

Standar-ds of s cLeutd f'Lc and technical equipment change from time to time.
I 
\ It should not take leg is1ative action to effect changes in sue h 
\ 

regulations 0 

3. Section 4 cf the bill ~mends Section 45:12-11 of the ~eyised 

Statutes to prohibit the pr-ac'ti ce of opt ome t ry II in an offic e not 

exclusively- devoted to t:,e practice of optoae'try where materials or 

merchandi.s e per-t2.ining to a IT.~5:Ir..e::J3 cr commercdal, under-t ak ing bearing 

no relation to the prac'ti.c e of ~pt(\l;;.e·~ry are displayedo ll This provision 

is das i gned to pr-event the pz-acr ice of opt.caetry as an adjunct or 

sideline of a gener-al, cormner'ci.a L e:.i erprls e such as a depar-tment ~t(.re, 

jewelry shep or the like. The int c:!t is but·::re..sed by an additional 

amendment of the same seGtion to prescribe the practice of optometry 

upon a salary, cc~~iss:onl lease) or ~ny other basis of compensation 

while ci.rectly or Lndi r ec t Iy aascc i.ated or con;.l~c:ed.wHh an un'l i.censed 

.~ am in f\.:ll a ccord w::'-:h J'he propos ed prob ibd.tLcn cf any regular 

C0Ilk.1~~·.:,ia1 association :~twe()n 2i~ons~d ar.d un l.i.cons ed per s ons , Licensed 

optcaecr i.at s ~hou1d not be s\:i'J.ject to the possible e conord c in:fluence 

or pres sure of m~:-·::r.al'lt!:; wms e pI'l)fi'~ mo t ive may co nduc» to less than 

"­
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professional standards on the part of associated or employed 

optc.!lletd.D"tso '1"his is said a:rtirc~ withO'J.t r-ef'Lectdon upon any 

to that extent. 3y a:!:l!.c·;;;rr l'lr.:~~ Levyer s prac tare b s pace :'e:1-l:ed 

from real tors or cthor-s who are not l~..\'yers, wi-~·ho:.lt diruinution of 

professional stan~nT~s~ 

4. Sec'ti.cn 4 a Lso acids as a gr o und foX' revocation or susp en aion 

of a Li.cense , IIn.3~ligen·::e as de t errni.ne d by the b car d'", I deem this 

provision object:·.(·r.a~le f~r ";;;c r casc cs , ,':imple ner;lige::J.ce in a 

...._...~par t i cu'Lar case not ~isf~a~~hisc~ent in othe~ 

d ' d' f'O~:~ c:t:e ~c J.X 
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elsewhere than in this State as expert witnesses, it is undesirable 

and unwarranted. The section should therefore be deleted. 

6. The last major basis of objection to the bill is the 

prohibition in section 8 0 f the sale of any "spectClc1es or eyeglasses 

to intended wearers or Users tber-eo f'II except by licen sed optometrists 

or phYsician5. The effect and intended purpose of this is to prohibit 

over-the-counter saies in stores doa1ing in general merchandise of 

ready-made eyeglasses with simple magnification only. ~uch sales now 

take place on a fait1y substantial scale and afford visual aid to many 

persons at prices far below the cost which wou Ld be entailed by 

dispensation or prescript ion by licensed optometrist s or phys i cians , 

The argument in support of this proposal is· that such purchases 

lead to a sense of false security in the case of many persons who require 
r 

I 
medical eye care and who would be likely to be led to such care and 

treatment if they were unable to buy ready-made glasses. The weight of 

~lpartial expert opinion disclosed upon my investigation, however, 

I
f indicates that direct injury consequent upon purchase and use of non-

corrective glasses with simple magnification is minimal or non-existent. 

I There is, moreover, a difference of aut horitative opinion as to whether 

the indicated indirect evil outweighs the benefits of the inexpensive 

I remedy available to many under the commercial practice sought to be . , 
I 
I forbidden.I 
\. 

Finally, the adoption of section 8 would create a plain conflict 

with the existing provisions of P.L. 1952, Ch. 336, ~ection 5 

(R.S. 52:17B-41.5), which is part of the act ragu1ating the sale and 

dispensati on of opthalmic devices an d equipment. The latter section 

expressly excLudes from such regulation lithe sale of ready-made glasses 

or spectacles with simple magnification only, when sold as merchandise 

at established places of business, It as well as other exceptions not 

found in this bill. 
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Indeed, the subject matter of section 8, i.e., the scope of 

prohibition of sale or dispcnsati on of lenses, spectacles or glasses, 

appropriately belongs ln the 1952 act referred to above rather tlnn in 

the act regulating the practice of opto~etr,y. Section 5 of the 1952 

act is comprehensive legislation on the former subject and should not 

be blurred by cognate legislation in the present act which is either 

repetitious or Lnconsd s tent , 

Section 10 of the bill provides that it shall take effect 

immediately. In view of the serious effect of the bill upon the 

occupations of many optometrists employed by or associated "lith 

unlicensed persons or firms I believe a reasonable periud for readjust­

ment of their affairs and of those of the business firms involved should 

be aLlowe d, This can be done by postponing the effective dz. to of the 

bill until March 1, 1955. 

There are other minor defects in the bill compr-ehended within 

the scope 0 f the amendments whi ch I herewith recommend, returning the 

bill for reconsideration toward that end: 

On page 2, section 1 9 delete all the words on line 31, 
beg inndrrg with the word "Nothing" and deLete th:: errt i.rety of 
lines 32 to 36, inclusive, and all the words on line 37 to and 
including the word "State". 

On pagos 3 and 4, section 3, delete the entiret,y of lines 
17 to 23, inc1us Iva, 

On page 4, section 3, line 25, delete the period after the 
word "offices" and delete the bra cke t s on lines 25 and 29. 

On page 4, section 3, delete so much of lines 29 to 33, 
inc1usi ve , a s begins with the word tllf" on line 29. 

On page 4, section 4, line 9, delete the co~a after the 
word "Lncompe t encc '! and substitute, in lieu theruof, a por i od, 
On tho 3~me line delete the entirc~ of the line begi~ing with 
the wo:-d "or". 

On page 5, section 4, line 41, insert, after the word "or" the 
words '!with reference to" $ 

On page 8, section 4, delete the entirety of lines 136 to 
139, inclusive. 
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STATE OF NE~f JERSEY 
Executive Department 

AssemblY Bill No~ 386 - 6 ­

On page 9, section 4, line 140, delete the letter "v s " 

and substitute in lieu thereof the letter "u.". 

On page 9, section 4, line 141, delete the word "lease"; 
on line 142, insert after the wo rd "connected" the words "as 
an optometristtt o 

On page 9, section 4, line 145, add after the period at the 
end of the line the following: "Nothing herein shall be deemed 
to prohibit the mere renting or leasing at a fixed rental of any 
space or offico within the store or business estab1isr~ent of 
an unlicensed person, association or corporation." 

On page 9, section 4, line 146, delete the letter "w." 
and substitute in lieu the reof the 1e tter "v, ". 

On page 9, section 4, line 151, de1et e the lettor "x." and 
substi tute in lieu the roof the letter "w.". 

On page 10, section 6, line 6, Lnscr-t after the word lIanyll 
the word "unlicensed" and insert after the word "person," the 
words "or any". 

On pag e 10, section 6, line 8, delete the comma at the 
end of the line; on Lin e 9 dele te the word 1I1ease"" 

On page 10, delete the entirety of Section 7, lines 1 to 5, 
inclusive. 

On pages 10 and 11, delete the entirety of section 8, 
lines 1 to 7, inclusive. 

On page li, section 9, line 1, delete tho figure 119." and 
subs td tute , in lieu thereof, the figure "7.". 

0:'1 page 11, section 10, line 1, d01e te the figure "10." and 
substitute, in lieu thereof, the figure "8.". 

On page 11, soction 10, H nc 1, dolCite tho word "immClcliately" 
and substitute, in lieu thereof, the words lIMarch 1, 1955". 

Respectfully, 

RO BERT B. MEYNER 

GOVERNOR 

(5EAL) 

Attest7 

ROBERT J. BU~~\RDT 

Secretar,y to the Governor 



A11ENDMENTS TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 386 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

ADOPTED AUGUST 2, 1954 

Amend page 2, section 1, delete all the words on line 31, beginning with the 

word "Nothing", and delete the entirety of lines 32 to 36, inclusive, and all the 

, words on line 37 to and including the word "State". 

Amend pages 3 and 4, section 3, delete the entirety of lines 17 to 23, inclu­

srve. 

Amend page 4, section 3, line 25, delete the period after the word" offices" 

and delete the brackets on lines 25 and 29. 

.Amend page 4, section 3, delete so much of lines 29 to 33, inclusive, as begins

with the word "If" on line 29. 

Amend page 4, section 4, line 9, delete the comma after the word "incom­

petence" and substitute, in lieu thereof, a period. On the same line delete the 

entirety of the line beginning with the word "or". 

Amend page 5, section 4, line 41, insert, after the word "or" the word 

"with reference to". 

Amend page 8, section 4, delete the entirety of lines 136 to 139, inclusive. 

Amend page 9, section 4, line 140, delete the letter "v. ", and substitute in 

lieu thereof the letter" u. ". 

Amend page 9, section 4, line 141, delete tho word "lease", on line 142, in­

sert after the word "connected" the words "as an optometrist". 

Amend page 9, section 4, line 145, add after the period at the end of the line 

the following: "Nothing herein shall be deemed to prohibit the mere renting or 

leasing at a fixed rental of any space or office within the store or business estab-

Iishment of an unlicensed person, association or corporation." 
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Amend page 9, section 4, line 146, delete the letter "w." and substitute In 

lieu thereof the letter "v.". 

Amend page 9, section 4, line 151, delete the letter "x." and substitute In 

lieu thereof the letter "w.". 

Amend page 10, section 6, line 6, insert after the word "any" the word 

. "unlicensed" and insert after the word" person;" the words "or any". 

Amend page 10, section 6, line 8, delete the comma at' the end of the line; 

on line 9, delete the word" lease". 

Amend page 10, delete the entirety of section 7,lines 1 to 5, inclusive. 

Amend pages 10 and 11, delete the entirety ofseetion 8, lines 1 to 7, In­

clusive. 

Amend page 11, section 9, line 1, delete the figure "9." and substitute, in 

lieu thereof, the figure "7. H
• 

Amend page 11, section 10, line 1, delete the figure "10." and substitute, in 

lieu thereof, the figure" 8.". 

Amend page 11, section 10, line 1, delete the word "immediately" and sub­

stitute, in lieu thereof, the words "March 1, 1955". 
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AN ACT concerning the practice of optometry, amending sections 45 :12-1, 45:­

12-3, 45 :12-8, 45 :12-11 and 45 :12-19 of the Revised Statutes, and supple­

menting chapter 12 of Title 45 of the Revised Statutes. 

t
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 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 
i 

j

I
I
I

I

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Sectiorr.df :12-1 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 45 :12-1. Optometry is hereby declared to be a profession, and the prac­

3 tice of optometry is defined to be the employment of objective or subjective 

4 means, or both, for the examination of the human eye for the purposes of 

5 ascertaining any departure from the normal, measuring its powers of vision 

6 and adapting lenses or prisms for the aid thereof. [diagnosis of the human 

7 eye and its appendages, and the e11'~ployment of any objective or subjective 

8 means or methods or the use of any instrumentalities for the purpose of de­

9 termining the refractive powers of the human eyes, or any visual, muscular, 

10 neurological, interpretive or anatomical anomalies of the human eyes, their 

? 11 appendages and visual proceeses, or the prescribing, providing, furnishing, 

12 or employing lenses, prisms, frames, mountings, contact lenses, vision train­

13 ing procedures, orthoptic exercises, light frequencies, and any other means 

14 or methods for the correction, remedy or relief of any insufficiencies or ab­

15 normal, conditions of the visual processes, the haimaai eyes and their append­

, ExPLANA'l'ION-Malter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is Dot enacted
 
and ill Intended to be omitted in the low.
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16 ages, and an optometrist is one who practices optometry as herein defined.] A 

17 person shall be deemed to be practicing optometry within the meaning of this 

18 chapter who in any way advertises himself as an optometrist, or who shall 

19 employ any means for the measurement of the powers of vision or the adapta­

20 tion of lenses or prisms for the aid thereof, practice, offer or attempt to prac­

21 tice optometry as herein defined, either on his own behalf or as an employee 

2:2 or student of another, whether under the personal supervision of his em­

23 ployer or preceptor or not, or to ,use testing appliances for the purposes of 

24 measurement of the powers of vision or diagnose any ocular deficiency or 

25 deformity, visual or muscular anomaly of the human eye or prescribe lenses, 

26 prisms or ocular exercise for the correction or the relief thereof or who holds 

27 himself out as qualified to practice optometry. [in any way practices, offers 

28 or attempts to practice optometry as herein defined, either on his own behalf 

29 or as an employee or student of another, whether under the personal super­

30 vision of his employer or preceptor or not, or who holds himself out as qual­

31 ified to practice optometry.] [Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 

32 apply to the sale of toy glasses or goggles consisting of plano-white or plano­

33 colored lenses or ordinary colored glasses which for the purposes of this 

34 chapter shall not be considered ophthalmic lenses, spectacles or eyeglasses; 

35 provided, that in connection with such sale there is not involved the practice 

36 of optometry, nor shall it apply to duly licensed physicians and surgeons au­

37 thorized to practice medicine under the laws of this State] [, except as other­

38 wise provided in section 45 :12-11 of this chapter]. 

1 2. Section 45 :12-3 of the Revised Statutes is amend to read as follows: 

2 45 :12-3. The members of the board shall, before entering upon the dis­

3 charge of their duties, and within 30 days after their appointment, take and 

4 subscribe an oath before an officer authorized to administer oaths in this 

5 State, for the faithful performance of their duties,. and file the same with the 

6 Secretary of State. They shall annually elect from their number a president, 

7 and shall also annually elect a secretary-treasurer, who mayor may not be 

8 a member of the board, each of which officers shall hold office for 1 year and 

--_._---_._--------------~ 
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9 until his successor shall have been duly elected and qualified. The secretary­

10 treasurer shall receive such compensation for his services as may be deter­

11 mined by the board, and shall give a bond for the faithful performance of his 

12 duties, in such sum as it maydetermine. The board may also appoint an 

13 agent, whose title shall be inspector of the New .JerseyState Board of'Op­

14 tometrists, who shall hold office during the pleasure of the board, and shall, 

15 during his continuance in his office, be authorized to serve .and execute any 

16 process issued by any court of record. under the provisions of this chapter. 

17 The agent shall also have power to enter .any optometriat'soffice [or estab­

18 lisbment] .or plac.e where the practice of optometry is .carried on for the pur­

19 pose of inspecting the premises and the license and registration of the optom­

20 .etrists rand operators] therein, The appointment of the agent shall not be 

21 subject to the provisions of the civil service law. 

1 3. Section 45:12-8 of the Revised Btatutes is azuended ;to read as 101­

.2 lows: 

,3 49 :12-8. Every person practicing optometry shall display his registration 

4 certificate or 'certificates, together with his registration renewal certificate 

5 or certificates, in a .conspicuous place in the office .01' offices wherein he prac­

16 tiees optometry, but not in such manner that they may be seen from .the out­

7 side of such office or offices, and, whenever required, exhibit the registration 

.s .and rene:wal certificates to the boar:d or its .authorized representatives. Every 

.9 office [01' place of business] where an optometrist is practicing shall have 

10 displayed on a sign so as to be read on the .outside of .the office [or place of 

11 business] the name of each .optometrist practicing therein. When practic­

12 .ing ;the ,profession of optometry outside .ofor .away from the office ,[01' place 

13 of business], he shall deliver to each patient a .bill for professional services 

14 rendered, which shall .eontain .his full name, home post-office.address and the 

15 address of his principal office in this State" fhe number :0£ .his certificates, 

16 and his signature. 

17 LThe minimum ,equipment aoith. wJLich a licensed optometrist shall operate 

18 his office and engage in the practice of optometry shall consist of the follow­

_., .. ; 1. """"* • CF. $ .A. ". I(l 
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10 ing items, all 0/ which shall be kept ,in good condition and repatr, to wit: 

20 Ophthalmoscope, retinoscope, visual ac~tity chart, projector or the like for 

21 determining visual acuities, ophthalometer or keratometer, standard trial 

22 case and trial frame, phoroptor or refractor, near point cards, instrument 

2i) for determining [usum and stereopsis, field charting instrument.] 

2,1 Every person practicing optometry in New Jersey shall notify the board 

23 in writing of any change of address or location of his office or offices[.] [at 

26 least 5 days prior to occupying said new office, returning therewith the ap­

27 propriate registration renewal certificate or certificates and the board shall 

28 issue a new registration renewal 'certificate or certificates for the new office 

29 location orIocations.] at least 5 days prior to occl-tpying said new office, re­

30 turning therewith the appropriate registration renewal certificate or cer­

31 tificaies and the board shall issue a new registration renewal certificate or 

32 certificates for the new office location or locations. [If, after proper 112­

33 vestigation, the board shall find the new office location appropriate for the 

34 practice of optometry in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and 

35 the rules and requlaiion« of the board, then the board shall issue a new regis­

36 tration renewal certificate tor the new office location.] 

1 4. Section 45 :12-11 of the .Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol­

2 lows:
 

3 45 :12-11. The board shall have the power, and it is hereby made its duty,
 

4: to refuse to grant, to revoke or to suspend for a specified time, to be deter­


5 mined in the discretion of the board, any license to practice optometry in the
 

6 State of New Jersey for any of the following causes:
 

7 a. Loaning, selling, or fraudulently obtaining any optometry diploma,
 

8 license, record, or certificate, or aiding or abetting therein.
 

9 b. Gross incompetence [, or negligence as determined by the bcard.] .
 

10 . c. The obtaining of any fee by fraud or misrepresentation or the prac­

11 tice of deception or fraud upon any patient or patients.
 

12 d. Chronic and persistent inebriety, or the habitual use of narcotics.
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13 e. Affliction with a contagious 01' infectious disease which, in the opinion 

14 of the board, renders practice of optometry by the licensee or applicant for 

15 license dangerous to the public health. 

16 f. Conviction of a crime involving moral turpitude; or where any licensee 

17 or applicant for a license has pleaded non vult contendere or non vult to any 

18 indictment, information, allegation or complaint, alleging the commission of 

19 a crime involving moral turpitude, or where any licensee or applicant for a 

20 license presents to the board any diploma, license or certificate that shall 

::!1 b3.\'e been obtained, signed, or issued unlawfully or under fraudulent repro-

2::l sentation. -The record of conviction or the entry of such a plea in any court 

23 of this State or any other State or in any of the courts of the United States 

24 or any foreign country, shall be sufficient warrant for the revocation or sus­

25 pension of a license. 

26 g. Conviction in a court of competent jurisdiction of a high misdemeanor. 

27 h: False, fraudulent or misleading advertising of the practice of op­

28 tometry or of any art, skill, knowledge, method of treatment or practice per-

,I 29 taining thereto. [Notbing herein contained sball be construed to prohibit any 

30 person licensed under the provisions of tbis chapter to issue appointment I 
J 
1 31 cards tobis patients, when the information tbereon is limited to matter per-

i
i 

32 taining to tbe time and place of appointment and that permitted on the pro­

33 f'essional card. For tbe purposes of this section a professional card sball 

34 contain only the name, title, profession, degrees, address, telephone number, 

35 office bours of the licensed optometrist, and the words" eyes examined" "eye 

36 examination," or "hours for the examination of eyes."] 

37 Adve'rtising of the practice of 'optometry or of any art, skill, knowledge, 

38 method of treatment or practice pertaining thereto or ophthalmic materials, 

39 fees, prices, the charges for services or ophthalmic materials, the character 

40 or durability of services or ophthalmic materials or advertising to perform 

41 optometric services or with reference to providing glasses, spectacles, contact 

42 lenses, frames, mountings, lenses or prisms free of charge or on credit or in­

43 stallmenis or anything of similar impo1"t to the foregoing, by means of cil"­

- ;sy , • '" ( e. (f, F--. --.--_-------------.......- .........-----­
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44 cular, handbills, card, letter, sign, poster, pictures, representations of eyes or 

45 eyeglasses, advertising matches, mirrors or other articles or by advertisement 

46 in newspapers, books, magazines or other publications or by projection by 

47 means of light, electronics, crier, radio broadcasting, television or by use of an 

48 advertising solicitor or publicity agent or any other advertising media; pro­

49 vided, however, that any person licensed under the provisions of this chapter 

50 may issue appointment cards or professional cards to his patients, when the 

51 information thereon is limited to matter pertaining to the time and place of 

;)3 name of the licensee on the premises where he is engaged in the practice of his 

'54 profession upon the windows or doors thereof and by doorplates, or name or 

55 office directory when the information is limited to that of the professional 

56 card. For the purposes of this section a professional card shall contain only 

57 the name, title, profession, degrees, address, telephone number, office hours of 

58 the licensed optometrist, and the words "eyes examined," "eye examina­

59 tions," or "hours for the examination of eyes." The foregoing is not to be 

60 construed as prohibiting the publication by amoptometrist of his professional 

61 card in regularly published newspapers provided his said card and advertise­

62 meni does not contain any information other than that permitted in the defi­

63 nition ojihe professional card as is found in this section. 

64 i. Announcing his name in any city, commercial, telephone or other pub­

65 lie directory, or directories in public or office buildings using display or bold­

66 face type or type that is in any way dissimilar in size, shape, or color to that 

67 used for other pructitioners of the healing arts in the same directory. 

68 ' No optometrist shall cause or permit himself to be listed in a telephone 

69 directory under any name other than the name in which he is registered with 

10 the board as the holder of a valid, unrevoked, active license to practice op­

71 tometry in this State. 

72 No optometrist shall cause or pe rniit any listing of any 

73 (1) inactive, retired, removed or deceased optometrist or any other 

74 ocular practitioner, except that, for a period of not more than 2 years from 
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75 the date of succession to the practice of another optometrist, an opiom­

76 etrist may use a telephone listing of such optometrist together with the 

77 words"succeeded by," "succeeding" or it successor to." 

78 (2) any trade name 01' corporate name, or the name of any person, 

70 firm, corporation, partnership or association not licensed to practice op­

80 iometrs) under the provisions of chapter 12 of Title 45 of the Revised 

81 Statutes of New Je.rsey 

82 in which additional listing the address or telephone number is the same as 

83 that of the said optometrist. 

84 The'listing of an optometrist in a telephone directory shall contain only 

85 the name, title, the word" optometrist," degrees, address or addresses, office 

86 hours and telephone number or numbers of the licensed optometrist, includ­

87 ing, if desired, the words Hif no answer, call " 

88 Any optometrist listed in the classified section of any directory shall be 

89 listed only under the classification entitled" Optometrists," at the address or 

90 addresses for which he holds a valid, unrevoked, active license to practice 

91 optometry in this State. 

92 j. Displaying any spectacles, eyeglasses, eyeglass or spectacle frames or 

93 mountings, -goggles, lenses, prisms, spectacle or eyeglass cases, ophthalmic 

94 material of any kind, optometric instruments, or optical tools or machinery, 

95 or any merchandise, material, or advertising of a commercial nature in office 

96 windows or reception rooms or in display cases outside of the offices, where, 

I
 

t
 
i
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97 the display of such merchandise, material or advertising would make it visi­

98 ble from the street. 

99 k. Displaying his licenses, diplomas, or certificates in such a manner that 

100 they may be seen from the outside of the office. 

101 1. Using the title doctor or its abbreviation without further qualifying 

102 this title or abbreviation with the word optometrist. 

103 m. Use by an optometrist of the words "clinic," "infirmary," "hos­

104 pital," "school," "college," "university," or "institute" in English or any 

! 105 other language in connection with any place where optometry may be prac­
!

I.
r 
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106 ticed or demonstrated; provided, however, that nothing in this section shall 

107 prevent an optometric clinic, approved by the board, from being conducted on 

108 a nonprofit basis by a school or college of optometry or an association of 

109 registered optometrists. 

110 n. The continuance of an optometrist in the employ of, or acting as an 

111 assistant to any person, firm or corporation, either directly or indirectly, 

112 after he has knowledge that such person, firm or corporation is violating the 

113 laws of New Jersey concerning the practice of optometry. 

114 o. Any conduct which is of a character likely to deceive or defraud the 

115 public. 

116 p. Soliciting in person or through an agent or agents for the purpose 

117 of selling ophthalmic materials or optometric services or employing what are 

119 q. The issuance of appointment cards or the display of the name of the 

120 licensee on the premises where he is engaged in the practice of his profes­

121 sion when the information goes beyond that permitted by a professional 

122 card. 

123 r. The display of the name and title of the licensee, or other information 

124 in lettering larger than 4 inches in height for street-level offices, or larger 

125 than 6 inches in height for offices above street-level, and in no event shall 

126 there be more than 3 such displays, and the illumination of said name and 

127 title except during office hours; the use of colored or neon lights, eyeglasses 

128 or eye signs, whether painted, neon, decalcomania, or any other either in the 

129 form of eyes or structures resembling eyes, eyeglass frames, eyeglasses or 

130 spectacles, whether lighted or not. 

131 s. Any violation of rule or regulation duly promulgated by the board 

132 hereunder or of any provision of this chapter. 

133 t. No optometrist shall cause or permit the use of his name, profession 

134 or professional title by or in conjunction with any association, company, cor­

135 poration, or nonlicensed person, in any advertising of any manner. 
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13G [Il. Practicing. optometry in an office not exclusively devoted to the prac­

137 tice of optometry where materials or merchandise pertaining to a business 

138 or commercial undertaking bearing no relation to the practice of optometry 

139 arc d'isplayed.] 

140 [v.l u. Practicing optometry under a false or assumed name, or upon a 

14:2 uihile lhrectly or indirectly employed by or associated or connected as an 

143 optometrist with any person, association or corporation other than one who 

144 possesses a valid unrevoked certificate of registration as an optometrist or 

145 a physician licensed in and for the State of New Jersey and who has an 

146 actual legal residence within the State. Nothing herein shall be deemed to 

147 prohibit the mere renting or leasing at a fixed rental of any space or office 

148 within the store or business establishment of an unlicensed person, assocui­

149 tion or corporation. 

150 r10;] v. Prior to prescribing for or providing eyeglasses or spectacles a 

151 complete minimum examination shall be made of the patient to determine 

15lA the correct lenses necessary for such a patient. The requirements of such 

1518 minimum examination shall be defined by rule or regulation of the New Jer­

151e sey State Board of Optometrists. 

151n [x.] w. Any person licensed as [a physician, surgeon or] an optometrist 

152 who violates section 45:12-11 (i), (h), (m), (q.J, or (r) of this chapter, shall, 

153 at the discretion of the board, be subject to a penalty of $50.00 for the first 

154 offense and $200.00 for each subsequent offense in lieu of the suspensioii or 

155 revocation of his license. 

156 Proceedings for the revocation of a certificate or suspension of the right 
I 
I 157 to practice shall be begun by filing with the board a written charge or charges
f, 

158 against the accused. These charges may be preferred by any person or the 

159 board may on its own motion direct its secretary to prefer the charges. 

1 5. Section 45 :12-19 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 45:12-19. No person, not a holder of a certificate of registration duly is­

3 sued to him, shall practice optometry within the State, and no person shall 
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4 falsely personate a registered optometrist of n like or different name, nor buy,
 

5 sell or fraudulently obtain a certificate issued to another. No person shall
 

- 6 directly or indirectly for himself or others do or engage in any acts or prac­


7 tices specifically prohibited. to duly registered optometrists by the provisions
 

8 of section 45 :12-11 of this chapter. 

9 No person shall peddle spectacles, eyeglasses or lenses or practice op­

10 tometry from house to house or on the streets or highways notwithstanding 

11 any law providing for the licensing of peddlers. This shall not prohibit, 110w­

12 ever, an optometrist from attending, prescribing, and furnishing spectacles, 

13 eyeglasses or lenses to a person who by reason of an illness, or physical or 

14 mental infirmity is confined to his place of abode, or to a hospital or other 

15 institution. 

1-2 6. It shall be unlawful for any person licensed to practice optometry un­

3 del' the laws of the State of New Jersey to advertise, practice or hold himself 

4 forth as being entitled to practice under a name other than his own, unless he 

5 be an associate of or an assistant to an optometrist licensed under the laws of 

6 the State of New Jersey, and it shall be unlawful for any unlicensed person, 

7 or any association or corporation directly or indirectly to engage or under­

8 take to engage in the practice of optometry by utilizing the services, upon a 

9 salary, commission [, lease] basis, 0 I' by any otber means or method, of any 

10 person licensed to practice optometry in the State of New Jersey. It shall be 

11 unlawful for any optometrist [or physician] to engage or undertake to en­

12 gage in the practice of optometry in behalf of any unlicensed person, associa­

13 tion or corporation, except that this shall not prohibit the-employment by or 

14 the formation of partnerships between optometrists or physicians duly 

15 licensed in the State of New Jersey. ' 

1 [7. The testimony of an optometrist who is licensed. to practice optometry 

2 in this State [shall] may be received by any judge, official board, State agency 

3 and State commission or other agency of this State or any of its political sub­

4 divisions as qualified evidence and testimony with respect to any matter set 

5 forth in section 45 :12-1 of the Revised Statutes.] 
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1 [SO No State official, department head, State division or State commis­

2 sion or any other agency of the State of New Jersey or of any of its political 

3 subdivisions or any of their employees shall discriminate between the prae­

4 titioners of optometry and any other ocular practitioners.] 

1 [9.] [8. No person shall sell, dispense, supply or offer ophthalmic lenses, 

2 spectacles or eyeglasses to intended wearers or users thereof without pre­

3 scriptions properly authorized by optometrists or physicians duly licensed to 

4 practice their professions in the State of New Jersey [.] " provided, how­

5 ever, that duplications, replacements, reproductions or repetitions may be 

6 done without prescription by licensed ophthalmic dispensers, optometrists or 

7 physicians.] 

1 [10.] [9.] 7. It shall be unlawful for any person, association or corpora­

2 tion to issue cards offering free eye examinations or eye examinations for any 

3 price, or eye examinations at a discount or offering special rates or dis­

4 counts for eyeglasses. 

1 [11.] [10.] 8. This act shall take effect [immediately.] March 1, 1955. 
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