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ASSEMBLY C01fMI'I.'TEE SUBSTITUTE FOR
 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 1404 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 ..
 
ADOPTED: i\fAY 7, 1979 

AN ACT to amend' I An act concerning the care, custody, guardian­

ship, maintenance and supervision of dependent and neglected 

children, promoting home life therefor, providing for the financ­

ing thereof, and repealing certain statutes relating thereto," 

approved May 31, 1951 (P. L. 1951, c. 138). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 2 of P. L.1951, c.138 (C. 30:4C-2) is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2. For the purposes of this act the following words and terms 

4 shall, unless otherwise indicated, be deemed and taken to hav~ 

5 the meanings herein given to them: 

6 (a) The title "Division of Youth and l!'amily Services" suc­

7 cessor to the "Bureau of Childrens Services" means the State 

8 agency for the care, custody, guardianship, maintenance and pro­

9 tection of children, as more specifically described by the provisions 

10 of this act, and succeeding the agency heretofore variously desig­

n nated by the laws of this State as the State Board of Child Welfare 

12 or the State Board of Children's Guardians. 

13 (b) The word" child" includes stepchild and illegitimate child, 

14 and further means any person under the age of 18 years. 

15 (c) The term "care" means cognizance of a child for the purpose 

16 of providing necessary welfare services, or maintenance, or both. 

17 (cl) The term "custody" means continuing responsibility for 

18 the person of a child, as established by a surrender and release of 

19 custody or consent to adoption, for the purpose of providing 

20 necessary welfare services, or maintenance, or both. 

21 (e) The term "guardiansbip" means control over the person 

22 and property of a child as established by the order of a court of 

23 competent jurisdiction, and as more specifically defined by the pro­

24 visions of this act. Guardianship by the Division of Youth and 

25 Family Services shall be treated as guardianship by the Commis­

26 sioner of [Institutions and Agencies] Human Services, exercised 

27 on his behalf wholly by and in the name of the Division of Youth 
ExPUNATlON-l\latter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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28 and Family Services, acting through the c}]ief executive officer of 

20 the division or his authorized representative. Such exercise of 

30 guardianship by the division shall be at all times and in all respects 

31 subject to the supervision of the commissioner. 

32 (f) The term "maintenance" means moneys expended by the 

;)3 Division of Youth and Family ServiceCi (0 procure board, lodging, 

34 clothing, medical, dental, and hospital care, or any other similar or 

35 specialized commodity or service furnished to, on behalf of, or for 

36 a child pursuant to the provisions of this act; maintenance also in­

37 eludes but "[it]'" "is" not lir/lited to moneys expended for shelte1", 

38 1ttilities, food, repairs, essential household eq11,ipment, and other 

39 expenditures to remedy situations of an emergent nature to per­

40 mit, as far as practicable, children to contim(e to live "[in their own 

40A homes]~' '~1Vith their farnilies~'. 

41 (g) The term "welfare services" means consultation, counseling, 

42 and referral to or utilization of available resources for the purpose 

43 of determining and correcting or adjusting matters and circum­

44 stances which are endangering the welfare of a child, and for the 

45 purpose of promoting his proper development and adjustment in 

46 the family and the community. 

47 (h) The term "foster parent" means any person other than a 

48 natural or adoptive parent with whom a child in the care, custody or 

49 guardianship of the Division of Youth and Family Services is 

50 placed by said division, or with its approval, for temporary or 

51 long-term care, but shall not include any persons with whom a child 

52 is placed for the purpose of adoption. 

53 (i) The term "foster home" means and includes private resi­

54 dences, group homes and institutions wherein any child in the care, 

55 custody or guardianship of the Division of Youth and Family 

56 Services may l)e placed by the said division or with its approval 

57 for temporary or long-term care, and shall include any private 

58 residence maintained by persons with whom any such child is 

59 placed for adoption. 

60 (j) The singular includes the plural form. 

61 (k) The masculine noun and Pl'0110Un includes the feminine. 

62 (1) Tbe word "may" shall be construed to be permissive. 

63 (m) The term "group home" means and includes any single 

64 family dwelling usod in the placement of ] 2 children or less pur­

65 suant to law recognized as a group home by the Department of 

66 [Institutions and Agencies] Human Services; in accordance with 

67 rules and regulations adopted by the Commissioner of [Institutions 

68 and Agencies] Human Services; provided, however, that no group 

69 home shall contain more than 12 children. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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INrrRODUCED MAY 18, 1978 

By Assemblyman VAN "WAGNER 

Referred to Committee On Appropriations 

AN ACT to establish an emergency fund in the Division of Youth 

and Family Services and making an appropriation therefor. 
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BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

of New Jersey: 

1. There is established III the Division of Youth and Family 

Services an emergency fund for the purpose of providing funds to 

remedy domestic situations of an emergent nature that are poten­

tially harmful to children. 

2. The Commissioner of the Department of Human Services shall 

promulgate such regulations as shall be necessary to effectuate the 

purposes of this act. 

3. There is appropriated to tbe fund established by this act the 

sum of $200,000.,00. 

4. This act shall take effect January 1, 1979. 

STATEMENT 

This bill is designed to continue the funding of an emergency 

fund established within the Division of Youth and Family Services 

by a federal grant pursuant to the Child Abuse Prevention and 

Treatment Act (P. L. 93-247). 
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ASSEMBLY CO:MnnT']'J1~ID SUBSTITUTE FOR
 

ASSEl\'lBL Y. No~ 1404 
+ 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: -MAY 7, 1979 

Assembly Committee Substitute for Assembly Bill No. 1404 expands 

the definitiun of "maintenanco" to include expenditures for shelter, 

utili ties, foor1, repa irs and other expenditures necessary to remedy 

emergency domestic situations which are potentially harmful to 

children. Currently the Divisioll of Youth and Family Services is pro­

viding' as,.,istan<:e in such emOl'gcmcy situations with Federal funds from 

a Federal grant under the Chil(} AlJUs8 Prevention and Treatment Act 

(P. L. 93-247). '}'11is bill will enable the Division of Youth ana Family 

Services to cuntilluo to provide for the needs of children in potpntially 

harmfnl domestic situations with State funds that have heen provided 

in the Appropriations Act for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1980. 

This Suhstitute for Assembly Bill No. 1404 wm supplement existing 

llrognllns of State, county and municipal agencies by permitting the 

division to make payments to remedy the harmful domestic situations 

-without placing the child outside 11is natural homo. However, prior to 

utilizing maintenance funds, current laws and proeedures require the 

JjviRion to determine wlJether public assistance can provido for such 

emergency needs. 
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STATEMEN'f' TO
 

~\.SSEl\rBLY CO),12\IITTEE Sl'BSTITrTE FOR
 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 1404 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: JUNE 14, 1979 

j\sBembly CommittN' Suh:-;litllte for ,\""elllbly Bill No. 1404 expand.-: 

the clefini tion of "maintenallce" to i11C'lude expenditures for i-ihelter, 

utilities, food, repairB and other expenditlll'e,o; llecessary to remedy 

emergency domestic situations which are potentially harmful to chil­

dren. Concurrently, the Division of Youth and Family SenTices is pro­

viding assistance in such emergency situatiom; with federal funds frOlIl 

a grant undor the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (P. L. 

93-247). The federal grant expiJ'es June 30, 1979. rrhis bill will enable' 

the Division of Youth and Family Services to use St::tte funds to COll­

tinue to provide fo1' the needs of children in potentially harmfu 

domestic s~tuations. 
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Under this bill. children in state farilities are included in the 

enr.ollment count of their school dh;trict of residence and thereby generate st2.t.e. 

equalization and categorical ald. 

Local school districts will be required to pay tuition for children from 

their di.striets in state facilities. Tuition ',illl be equal to the average. net current 

expense budget per pupil 'lttendj.ng ;"j regu.lar school, and since child.re.n in state. 

facilities are eligible for categor5.cal aid, the balance: of the cost \olil1 be paid 

primarily by the state . 

._- It. sim.plifies the. proceJure for derermini..Dg the district of residenc.e of 

a child in a state fac.i.lity by directing the COlT'Jmssioner of Educ.ation. to deteY""...J.ne. the 

district of re:,idence usinz re<l.dily ::-rva.ila"ble (;rite.ri<l-~ such as the. di~trict of 

resLdenc:.€ of the p%rent uith'whom thE;. chi.J.Ci lived before being placed in the facility 

or the last kno<';''Tl dist:::-1c1: of residEnce of the child. 

This procedure vil1 ;'1voj d p13Ging an undue burden on the wm:Lcipality in which 

the state facility is locatecL 

Th_e Governor also signed A-14()!~ > spollsored by Ass;:;uwlyman :Richard Van Hagner 

(D-NCiruD.OUtb.) ~ 1,;hlch authorizes thE Div-).sioD of Youth aud Family Services to use stat.e 

ft:D.ds to conti.nue to provide for the E!l~el:g,2fiCY needs of children in hannfuJ. dOi1:estic 

situations without removing the children fx-om their hOIDE'S. 

Under a federal grant made pcssibl2 by the Child Abuse Prevention cmd Treat­

ID~nt Act. the Division currently pays fo<° f:Jo..jJenditure for shelte:;::-, utilities, food, 

repairs and other expenditures nece.ssary to remedy emergency domestic sItuations whicIj. 

axe Pc)tE'Dtial1y harwful to child:r"n under the DLvisioD's care b'Jt still livirtg:at hO':le. 

This bill 1,rill pecrr,it the continued funding of the eme.cge.ncy fund, 1Y'hich 

expired under the fed2.r'''cl ae:: in JIJ:12, 19/9. 

The FY 1930 b1Ldz.c~t incluJ-2s 2. $250,000 app-ropciat:ion fOL the funcI. 
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