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 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 

not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

 

 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 

 

 

 

 

P.L. 2023, CHAPTER 22, approved March 13, 2023 

Senate, No. 2709 

 

 

AN ACT permitting the appointment of additional alternate deputy 1 

registrars in certain municipalities and amending R.S.26:18-7. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 

of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1. R.S.26:8-17 is amended to read as follows: 7 

 26:8-17.  The local registrar, immediately upon acceptance of the 8 

appointment, shall appoint a deputy to assist in the normal, day-to-9 

day operation of the office and whose duty shall be to act in the 10 

registrar's stead in case of absence, disability or death of the 11 

registrar.  In case of death of the local registrar the deputy shall act 12 

as local registrar until a new local registrar has been appointed and 13 

qualified.   14 

 [In addition to a deputy registrar, the] Except as otherwise 15 

provided in this section, the local registrar may appoint one or two 16 

alternate deputy registrars if the local registrar deems such an 17 

appointment to be necessary for the office to function efficiently 18 

and to provide quality service to the public.  If the local registrar 19 

determines that the appointment of more than two alternate deputy 20 

registrars is necessary for the office to function efficiently and to 21 

provide quality services to the public, the local registrar may submit 22 

a request to the governing body of the municipality to appoint a 23 

specific number of additional alternate deputy registrars based upon 24 

the specific needs of the municipality.  The governing body of the 25 

municipality may, by resolution, permit the local registrar to 26 

appoint more than two alternate deputy registrars if the 27 

appointments are necessary for the office to function efficiently and 28 

to provide quality service to the public.  The local registrar shall file 29 

a copy of an approved resolution with the State registrar to allow 30 

for appropriate oversight.  The deputy registrar and alternate deputy 31 

registrar shall have the authority to receive birth certificates and 32 

death certificates; to issue burial permits, and copies of birth, death, 33 

marriage, civil union and domestic partnership certificates; to take 34 

the oath on marriage and civil union license applications; and to 35 

issue marriage and civil union licenses and register domestic 36 

partnerships.  The deputy registrar and alternate deputy registrar 37 

shall receive instructions from and perform their duties under the 38 

direct supervision of the registrar, who shall be the final authority 39 

with the responsibility of fulfilling the duties of the local registrar 40 



 

S2709 
2 

 

 

outlined in R.S.26:8-25.  The deputy registrar and any alternate 1 

deputy registrar shall serve at the pleasure of the local registrar. 2 

(cf: P.L.2006, c.103, s.39) 3 

 4 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 5 

 6 

 7 

STATEMENT 8 

 9 

 This bill would permit local registrars to appoint additional 10 

alternate deputy registrars, subject to the approval of the municipal 11 

governing body.  Under current law, in addition to a deputy 12 

registrar, the local registrar may appoint one or two alternate deputy 13 

registrars if the local registrar deems such appointment necessary 14 

for the office to function efficiently and to provide quality service 15 

to the public.  Under this bill, the local registrar of a municipality 16 

may submit a request to the governing body of the municipality to 17 

appoint a specific number of additional alternate deputy registrars 18 

based upon the specific needs of the municipality.  The governing 19 

body of a municipality could, by resolution, permit the local 20 

registrar to appoint additional alternate deputy registrars based upon 21 

the specific needs of the municipality.  Under the bill, a copy of the 22 

approved resolution is required to be filed with the State registrar to 23 

allow for appropriate oversight. 24 

 25 

 26 

                                 27 

 28 

 Permits appointment of additional alternate deputy registrars.  29 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 1/26/2023) 

SENATE, No. 2709  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
220th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED MAY 26, 2022 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

Senator  NILSA I. CRUZ-PEREZ 

District 5 (Camden and Gloucester) 

Senator  ROBERT W. SINGER 

District 30 (Monmouth and Ocean) 

Assemblyman  WILLIAM F. MOEN, JR. 

District 5 (Camden and Gloucester) 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Permits appointment of additional alternate deputy registrars.  

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As introduced. 

    



 

S2709 CRUZ-PEREZ, SINGER 

2 

 

 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 

not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

 

 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 

 

 

AN ACT permitting the appointment of additional alternate deputy 1 

registrars in certain municipalities and amending R.S.26:18-7. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 

of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1. R.S.26:8-17 is amended to read as follows: 7 

 26:8-17.  The local registrar, immediately upon acceptance of the 8 

appointment, shall appoint a deputy to assist in the normal, day-to-9 

day operation of the office and whose duty shall be to act in the 10 

registrar's stead in case of absence, disability or death of the 11 

registrar.  In case of death of the local registrar the deputy shall act 12 

as local registrar until a new local registrar has been appointed and 13 

qualified.   14 

 [In addition to a deputy registrar, the] Except as otherwise 15 

provided in this section, the local registrar may appoint one or two 16 

alternate deputy registrars if the local registrar deems such an 17 

appointment to be necessary for the office to function efficiently 18 

and to provide quality service to the public.  If the local registrar 19 

determines that the appointment of more than two alternate deputy 20 

registrars is necessary for the office to function efficiently and to 21 

provide quality services to the public, the local registrar may submit 22 

a request to the governing body of the municipality to appoint a 23 

specific number of additional alternate deputy registrars based upon 24 

the specific needs of the municipality.  The governing body of the 25 

municipality may, by resolution, permit the local registrar to 26 

appoint more than two alternate deputy registrars if the 27 

appointments are necessary for the office to function efficiently and 28 

to provide quality service to the public.  The local registrar shall file 29 

a copy of an approved resolution with the State registrar to allow 30 

for appropriate oversight.  The deputy registrar and alternate deputy 31 

registrar shall have the authority to receive birth certificates and 32 

death certificates; to issue burial permits, and copies of birth, death, 33 

marriage, civil union and domestic partnership certificates; to take 34 

the oath on marriage and civil union license applications; and to 35 

issue marriage and civil union licenses and register domestic 36 

partnerships.  The deputy registrar and alternate deputy registrar 37 

shall receive instructions from and perform their duties under the 38 

direct supervision of the registrar, who shall be the final authority 39 

with the responsibility of fulfilling the duties of the local registrar 40 

outlined in R.S.26:8-25.  The deputy registrar and any alternate 41 

deputy registrar shall serve at the pleasure of the local registrar. 42 

(cf: P.L.2006, c.103, s.39) 43 

 44 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 45 



 

S2709 CRUZ-PEREZ, SINGER 

3 

 

 

STATEMENT 1 

 2 

 This bill would permit local registrars to appoint additional 3 

alternate deputy registrars, subject to the approval of the municipal 4 

governing body.  Under current law, in addition to a deputy 5 

registrar, the local registrar may appoint one or two alternate deputy 6 

registrars if the local registrar deems such appointment necessary 7 

for the office to function efficiently and to provide quality service 8 

to the public.  Under this bill, the local registrar of a municipality 9 

may submit a request to the governing body of the municipality to 10 

appoint a specific number of additional alternate deputy registrars 11 

based upon the specific needs of the municipality.  The governing 12 

body of a municipality could, by resolution, permit the local 13 

registrar to appoint additional alternate deputy registrars based upon 14 

the specific needs of the municipality.  Under the bill, a copy of the 15 

approved resolution is required to be filed with the State registrar to 16 

allow for appropriate oversight. 17 



ASSEMBLY STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

SENATE, No. 2709  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  DECEMBER 12, 2022 

 

 The Assembly State and Local Government Committee reports 

favorably Senate Bill No. 2709. 

 This bill permits local registrars to appoint additional alternate 

deputy registrars, subject to the approval of the municipal governing 

body.  Under current law, in addition to a deputy registrar, the local 

registrar may appoint one or two alternate deputy registrars if the local 

registrar deems the appointment necessary for the office to function 

efficiently and to provide quality service to the public.  Under this bill, 

the local registrar of a municipality may submit a request to the 

governing body of the municipality to appoint a specific number of 

additional alternate deputy registrars based upon the specific needs of 

the municipality.  The governing body of a municipality could, by 

resolution, permit the local registrar to appoint additional alternate 

deputy registrars based upon the specific needs of the municipality.  

The bill also provides that a copy of the approved resolution is 

required to be filed with the State registrar to allow for appropriate 

oversight. 

 As reported by the committee, this bill is identical to Assembly 

Bill No. 4524, which was also reported by the committee on this same 

date. 



SENATE COMMUNITY AND URBAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

SENATE, No. 2709  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  SEPTEMBER 29, 2022 

 

 The Senate Community and Urban Affairs Committee reports 

favorably Senate Bill No. 2709. 

 This bill permits local registrars to appoint additional alternate 

deputy registrars, subject to the approval of the municipal governing 

body.  Under current law, in addition to a deputy registrar, the local 

registrar may appoint one or two alternate deputy registrars if the local 

registrar deems the appointment necessary for the office to function 

efficiently and to provide quality service to the public.  Under this bill, 

the local registrar of a municipality may submit a request to the 

governing body of the municipality to appoint a specific number of 

additional alternate deputy registrars based upon the specific needs of 

the municipality.  The governing body of a municipality could, by 

resolution, permit the local registrar to appoint additional alternate 

deputy registrars based upon the specific needs of the municipality.  

The bill also provides that a copy of the approved resolution is 

required to be filed with the State registrar to allow for appropriate 

oversight. 



  

ASSEMBLY, No. 4524  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
220th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED SEPTEMBER 22, 2022 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

Assemblyman  WILLIAM F. MOEN, JR. 

District 5 (Camden and Gloucester) 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Permits appointment of additional alternate deputy registrars.  

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As introduced. 

    



 

A4524 MOEN 

2 

 

 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 

not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

 

 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 

AN ACT permitting the appointment of additional alternate deputy 1 

registrars in certain municipalities and amending R.S.26:18-7. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 

of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1. R.S.26:8-17 is amended to read as follows: 7 

 26:8-17.  The local registrar, immediately upon acceptance of the 8 

appointment, shall appoint a deputy to assist in the normal, day-to-9 

day operation of the office and whose duty shall be to act in the 10 

registrar's stead in case of absence, disability or death of the 11 

registrar.  In case of death of the local registrar the deputy shall act 12 

as local registrar until a new local registrar has been appointed and 13 

qualified.   14 

 [In addition to a deputy registrar, the] Except as otherwise 15 

provided in this section, the local registrar may appoint one or two 16 

alternate deputy registrars if the local registrar deems such an 17 

appointment to be necessary for the office to function efficiently 18 

and to provide quality service to the public.  If the local registrar 19 

determines that the appointment of more than two alternate deputy 20 

registrars is necessary for the office to function efficiently and to 21 

provide quality services to the public, the local registrar may submit 22 

a request to the governing body of the municipality to appoint a 23 

specific number of additional alternate deputy registrars based upon 24 

the specific needs of the municipality.  The governing body of the 25 

municipality may, by resolution, permit the local registrar to 26 

appoint more than two alternate deputy registrars if the 27 

appointments are necessary for the office to function efficiently and 28 

to provide quality service to the public.  The local registrar shall file 29 

a copy of an approved resolution with the State registrar to allow 30 

for appropriate oversight.  The deputy registrar and alternate deputy 31 

registrar shall have the authority to receive birth certificates and 32 

death certificates; to issue burial permits, and copies of birth, death, 33 

marriage, civil union and domestic partnership certificates; to take 34 

the oath on marriage and civil union license applications; and to 35 

issue marriage and civil union licenses and register domestic 36 

partnerships.  The deputy registrar and alternate deputy registrar 37 

shall receive instructions from and perform their duties under the 38 

direct supervision of the registrar, who shall be the final authority 39 

with the responsibility of fulfilling the duties of the local registrar 40 

outlined in R.S.26:8-25.  The deputy registrar and any alternate 41 

deputy registrar shall serve at the pleasure of the local registrar. 42 

(cf: P.L.2006, c.103, s.39) 43 

 44 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately.  45 



 

A4524 MOEN 

3 

 

 

STATEMENT 1 

 2 

 This bill would permit local registrars to appoint additional 3 

alternate deputy registrars, subject to the approval of the municipal 4 

governing body.  Under current law, in addition to a deputy 5 

registrar, the local registrar may appoint one or two alternate deputy 6 

registrars if the local registrar deems such appointment necessary 7 

for the office to function efficiently and to provide quality service 8 

to the public.  Under this bill, the local registrar of a municipality 9 

may submit a request to the governing body of the municipality to 10 

appoint a specific number of additional alternate deputy registrars 11 

based upon the specific needs of the municipality.  The governing 12 

body of a municipality could, by resolution, permit the local 13 

registrar to appoint additional alternate deputy registrars based upon 14 

the specific needs of the municipality.  Under the bill, a copy of the 15 

approved resolution is required to be filed with the State registrar to 16 

allow for appropriate oversight. 17 



ASSEMBLY STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 4524  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  DECEMBER 12, 2022 

 

 The Assembly State and Local Government Committee reports 

favorably Assembly Bill No. 4524. 

 This bill permits local registrars to appoint additional alternate 

deputy registrars, subject to the approval of the municipal governing 

body.  Under current law, in addition to a deputy registrar, the local 

registrar may appoint one or two alternate deputy registrars if the local 

registrar deems the appointment necessary for the office to function 

efficiently and to provide quality service to the public.  Under this bill, 

the local registrar of a municipality may submit a request to the 

governing body of the municipality to appoint a specific number of 

additional alternate deputy registrars based upon the specific needs of 

the municipality.  The governing body of a municipality could, by 

resolution, permit the local registrar to appoint additional alternate 

deputy registrars based upon the specific needs of the municipality.  

The bill also provides that a copy of the approved resolution is 

required to be filed with the State registrar to allow for appropriate 

oversight. 

 As reported by the committee, this bill is identical to Senate Bill 

No. 2709, which was also reported by the committee on this same 

date. 



03/13/2023

Governor Murphy Takes Action on Legislation

TRENTON – Today, Governor Murphy signed the following bills and resolution into law:

S-297/A-493 (Greenstein, Madden/Murphy, Benson, Calabrese) - Requires public agencies and government contractors to report cybersecurity incidents
Homeland Security and Preparedness

S-428/ACS for A-3039 (Smith, Oroho/Thomson, Calabrese, Freiman) - Extends Right to Farm Act protections to certain shellfish aquaculture activities

S-743/A-189 (Lagana, Johnson/Rooney, McKeon) - Requires publication of certain information related to toll discounts on E-ZPass website

S-2709/A-4524 (Cruz-Perez, Singer/Moen) - Permits appointment of additional alternate deputy registrars

S-3124/A-4792 (Diegnan/Benson, Spearman, Wimberly) - Changes definition of eligible contract for DOT grant program to compensate certain contracto
affected by supply chain shortages

AJR-171/SJR-79 (Mosquera, Lampitt, Chaparro/Ruiz, Cunningham) - Permanently designates first full week in April as “Week of the Young Child” in New

A-256/S-732 (Munoz, DeFuccio, Speight/Madden) - Requires certain health care facilities to adopt and implement policies to prevent exposure to surgica
evacuation system
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