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LI::G!SLATIVE HISTORY OF a.s• .51ul-35.25 through Slul-35.)4 
(Tux assessora: quali.t'1cat.1ona Rnd exandnaUona.) 

Pre.,ious bills: 

1961 - A143
 
!ntrodueacl b7 Kat.t.bew.
 
Died 1» CCIIIittH.
 
10 stat.uwmt..
 

1964 - AS29
 
lDWodueect b;y Burke, Wallwork. et.c.
 
D1ed ill cCIIIIit.tee.
 
No etatoaent.
 

196> .. ll7 
lnt.roduceci b1' Burke, iiaUvork. etc. 
Died in ee-d.ttee. 
Statement (fiscal note-not. purpose ot b1ll.) 

196~	 .. A668
 
Introduced by Burke, Wallwork, etc.
 
Died in cODldttee.
 
No statement.
 

19£-..6	 - A444 
__	 Int.rcdUced by Pe1'8lde. Buer. SteriD. 

Passed Aasubln died 18 senate ca.1tt.ee. 
No etateaeM.. 

1966	 - 52~ 
Int.ro<.luced by' Bunt, B18r1n.0'. Schols, St.amler.
 
Diecl in coad..titee.
 
:ro sta~ (SM lUeal not.e ar.t.aehecl.)
 

1967 - A621 
Introduced by Persk1e, Ha::ler and Skevin. 
Died in commt.t.ee• 
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SENATE, No. 252
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 30, 1967 

By Senator RIDOLFI 

Referred to Committee on State, County and 

Municipal Government 

AN ACT to provide for the qualification, certification and examina­

tion of tax assessors and supplementing Title 54 of the Revised 

Statutes. 

1 WHEREAS, The local property tax is the major source of revenue in 

2 State-local finance in New Jersey; and 

3 WHEREAS, It is certain that the property tax will remain vitally 

4 important to New Jersey in the foreseeable future; and 

5 WHEREAS, It is essential that the burden of the property tax be 

6 distributed equitably among the taxpayers in accordance wtih 

7 the law; and 

8 WHEREAS, It is recognized that no other single factor is so im­

9 portant in insuring the competent and equitable administration 

10 of the property tax as that the tax assessment be made by a 

11 well-qualified person; 

12 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

13 of New Jersey: 

14 1. Commencing in 1968, the Director of the Division of Taxation 

15 shall, annually, in March and September of each year, hold examina­

16 tions of applicants for certification as tax assessor. An applicant 

17 for examination shall, not less than 30 days before an examination, 

18 present to the director written application on forms provided by 

19 the division together with satisfactory proof that the applicant is 

20 not less than 21 years of age, is a citizen of the United States, is 

21 of good health and free from disabling physical and mental defects, 

22 is of good moral character, has obtained a certificate or diploma 

23 issued after at least 4 years of study in an approved seco~dary 

24 school or has received an academic education considered arid ac­

25 cepted by the Commissioner of Education as fully equivalent, and 

26 has graduated from a 4-year course at a college of recognized 

27 standing. An applicant who does not meet the college education 
ExPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-laced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

2
 

requirement may substitute full-time experience in real estate ap­

praisal work or experience in property tax assessment work on a 

year-for-year basis. Such application shall not be considered by 

the director unless accompanied by payment of a fee in the sum 

ot $10.00 to the order of the State Treasurer. Examinations shall 

be written, or both written and oral, shall be of such character as 

fairly to test and determine the qualifications, fitness and ability 

of the person tested actually to perform the duties of assessor, 

and shall be weighted in a manner to be prescribed. by the director. 

2. Upon the successful completion of the examination by an 

applicant, a tax assessor certificate shall be issued to him, upon 

the payment of an additional fee of $25.00 to the order of the State 

Treasurer. 

3. The director shall preserve the applications, test papers and 

other work, except such as may be returned to the applicants and 

shall keep a record of the results of the examinations and the date 

of issuance of tax assessor certificates. After 10 years, such records 

may at the discretion of the director be destroyed. 

4. In the case of an applicant who, on or after effective daie 

of this act but not later than June 30, 1969, while actually in office 

as an assessor or performing the duties of an assessor, whether 

in the classified or unclassified service under r.TIitle 11,< Civil Serv­

ice, or in a municipality which has not adopted Title 11, Civil Serv­

ice, shall furnish proof that he has received certificates indicating 

satisfactory completion on or before June 30, 1969 of training 

courses heretofore designated as Principles of Municipal Assessing 

I and Principles of Municipal Assessing II, or such other training 

courses as are certified as their equivalent by Rutgers, the State 

University, the director shall issue to such applicant a tax assessor 

certificate without examination, upon payment of an additional 

fee of $25.00 to the order of the State Treasurer. 

5. Any tax assessor certificate may be revoked or suspended by 

the director for dishonest practices, or willful or intentional failure, 

neglect or refusal to comply with the constitution and' laws relat­

ing to the assessment and collection of taxes, or other good cause, 

No certificate shall be revoked or suspended except upon a proper 

hearing before the director or his designee after due notice. If the 

tax assessor certificate of a person serving as assessor shall be 

revoked, such person shall be removed from office by the director, 

his office shall be declared vacant, and such person shall not be 

eligible to hoiu wac ornce for a period ot ~ years from the date 

of his removal. 

6. Except as herein otherwise provided, no person shall on and 
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I. after July 1, 1971, be appointed or reappointed, or elected or re­

Z elected, as tax assessor in any municipality in this State unless 

3 he shall hold a tax aSSBRfWr ('8rtifi('~t.p. rrhe foregoing l; ..... ;+.,f;"n 

4 as to reappointment or re-election shall not apply to an assessor 

5 who shall have served continuously in office from *[January 1, 

6 1967].*"Juty 1, 196'7* to the date of reappointment or re-election. 

7 In, the case of a candidate for election as municipal tax assessor 

8 for a term commencing on or after July 1, 1971, other-than a candi­

9 date for re-election who shall have served continuously. in office 

10 from *[January 1,.1967]* *Juty,l, 1967* to the date designated for 

11 inclusion on the ballot, the municipal clerk shall not certify the 

12 name of such person for inclusion on the ballot as a candidate unless 

13 there shall be filed with the municipal clerk proof that such person 

14 is the holder of a valid tax assessor certificate. 

15 7. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law to the con­

16 trary, every person 

17 (1) who, upon reappointment or re-election subsequent to 

18 having received a tax assessor certificate and having served 

19 as tax assessor or performed the duties of assessor for not 

20 less than 4 consecutive years immediately prior to such reap­

21 pointment or re-election, or 

22 (2) who, on or before June 30, 1969, shall have received a 

23 tax assessor certificate while actually in office as assessor or 

24 performing the duties of an assessor, and who, on or before 

25 June 30, 1969, shall have served as assessor or performed the 

26 duties of assessor for not less than 4 consecutive years, 

27 shall hold his position during good behavior and efficiency notwith­

28 standing that such reappointment or re-election was for a fixed 

29 term of years, and he shall not be removed therefrom for political 

30 reasons but only for good cause shown and after a proper hearing 

31 before the director or his designee after due notice. In municipali­

32 ties operating under forms of government where the assessor 

33 served at the pleasure of the appointing authority for an unlimited 

34 term of office, receipt of a tax assessor certificate and continuance 

35 in service as assessor after completion of 4 consecutive years of 

36 service shall be deemed the equivalent of reappointment. The pro­

37 visions of this section shall apply to every person actually in office 

38 as assessor or performing the duties of an assessor whether in the 

39 classified service under Title 11, Civil Service, or in a municipality 

40 which has not adopted Title 11, Civil Service. 

41 8. On and after July 1, 1969 no assessor shall acquire tenure of 

42 office under any law of this State unless he shall have received a 

43 tax assessor certificate. Nothing herein contained shall be con­
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strued to affect tenure of office theretofore acquired nor to affect 

in any way the unexpired term of office of any assessor theretofore 

appointed or elected, nor shall any provision herein make void or 

change any provision of Title 11, Civil Service, nor any of the 

provisions of any other tenure of office act, except with respect to 

the acquisition of tenure by an assessor subsequent to June 30, 1969. 

9. No person shall be eligible to hold the office of joint municipal 

tax assessor unless he shall be the holder of a tax assessor certifi­

cate. 

10. The director may promulgate such rules and regulations and 

prescribe such forms as he shall deem necessary to implement 

this act. 

11. There is hereby appropriated to the Division of Taxation in 

the Department of the Treasury the sum of $25,000.00 to carry out 

the purposes of this act for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1968. 

12. This act shall take effect immediately. 

-----------_.­



DATED: APRIL 7, 1966 

Senate Bill No. 250 provides for the qualification, certification and examina­

tion of tux assessors. It would require that no assessor, on or after .Iuly 1, 1968, 

shall acquire tenure of office unless he shall have received a tax assessor's cer­

tificate, and it appropriates $25,000.00 to carry out the purposes of this act. 

~e bill is designed to implement the recommendations made in the Report 

of the Committee to Study tho 'I'ruining of Tax Assessors in isew Jersey. 

The Department of the Treasury estimates that in the fiscal year 1966-67, 

administrative costs would be $25,000.00 and revenue would be $10,000.00 leav­

ing a net deficit of $15,000.00. For the fiscal year 1967-68, administrative costs 

are estimated to be $15,000.00, revenues would be $5,000.00, for an estimated 

deficit of $10,000.00. 

In compliance with written request received, there is hereby submitted a 

fiscal estimate for the above bill, pursuant ;;0 P. L. 1962, c. 27. 

PROPERTY OF
 
NEW JERSEY STATE LIBRARY,
 

185 W. State Street 
Jrenton.. N. J. 
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new pni:l;C'd or rc a p p o i n te d 

:J1::L' ~(-\W. ;hc lYL ~in('ss O[ ~lS­ throughout 1he stl alP ye?,rly, 

,~(''1~,~1-1~~ your pcoI·erty for tax­ 'The T'tlX Divi:-;ion [("cIs l:l:'lt 

in~: !)urpn.sC'.s is .~radtl(llIy ap­ some problems 1nigh: arise 
(lrnon,~~ elected :·L"iSrSson.; \vhor,l'O;1Lhin~ U1(; nun-political pro-: 
may qualify for lcn~lrl' po;-;sl'~ily 

fL';-;s;\.;n~dis~l1. such critical work after h~lVill,L:; been dl'L'~t1cd in a 
\\',·llT~-~ilT.3. j\.l. present sonic ~}OO local c!C(;UOl1 hat prior to the 
~l~~".\.'ssors Pl"I}('(\S-; Ul(' valua­ expiration of th\'ir .r.rm in \Jf~ 

ficc. Asse;-;~:ors, accordinz to th{~:i\")i':~; t~ll\)u~hollt ihe Stale on 
div.:sioll, customarily Ul;"':C (If­
(ll:2. 0;,1 ,h:ly 1. many H10ni hs 
alter an election. 

hr,::.cd. /\.('C{ii'(;in.~~ to \Vijii~L(:' G. 
:\:(),~~'(;S :-ilrc:--\t1<,r h;-lVC b('.:::'n COW~~I'(j, h';:,;i;'l uf tl1~~. S;;;·\t~ lJivi­

Ll:;._~ll\(: hy tr1e ~~t;:'C Divi:-jon of sion of LOCi-d GovL~rnln('~l~, tIlL;; 
'~':_;:·.:,-(:i(;n to z..H ;is.~;es~;ors lh;:!t prGhl(~ia h~~) ~1~)1. dcvc\()pcd un­
(,X{J~".Jin~d:Q!1S wil. be 'nc:(~ next drr i he Ei\:t~ law providing [or 

cC'nificatlon nnd tenure of 1ax 
;;;:;:'~:"~",~~~Vj~~~~U; ts:~\;\~rs a(;~:·;· collectors. 
IJ uly 1, 1~}7.l} (cw assessors will He recalled C,JScs involving
be aLC/wed to ;-it 'fro i':-j o[fic(~. I!W t ax COilc-C10l'S or "v oxtville
 

EXCC;illons \\:1 i ile gr~Hltcd
 and SOUl 11 PJ~11l)fic.ld \V~-1.0 fih:d
 
::1S primary ch~l'lioil \:cHj{~id(~tcs
 

but later o'ntainc·d certificates.
 
~G ~t:'-l;';CS~O:-:-; \,'hl} h:1ve served
 
continuousiy fro; 1.1 next JU1:-{ 1
 
en ~ l;r\!u~?,h rC';;i ipoji1UY1cnt or
 In each GISe,. Coward said. a 

county court ordel'('~~ {heir
 

l"ruv~' ~'llcce~:~iLi.l corn:;lc1ion of
 
.:·~>('lt:\~'li;)n. i\.S:;( ssors \\1;10 can 

<:dndH~(H;Y wit hdr:.iwn Irorn ll10J
 

~:r:(:-cjclll\)L:.rs('s c:, H,ut~gcrs Uni­ primary ballot on i.n<2 grounds
 

·,,"~~~':li~y also rOoJ be certified
 tenure had beer; won.
 
·~v:lhOt.lt takin~ tne state tests.
 

Einh;..t~y Hstt~d ~hCS0 key
 
p!iiqU: of the new law:


i>.-'~~;.: :.u:~'- ~.,,-/i' !~~~~:/; !.·;i. ,J ~;\"~f
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~~:;;'~I1;;j~;"<J~~;~f t::~ i~l~t"~~~~~~;{;'~ sesser n13.Y be aljPoiulcr] or re­

tir'2 propC'rt.y vr h12 of homes,
 ?L}>Polntcd, c1CCH:d or re ..elect­ - ~
 

L;,t~:-I~nc~~';\.~;s, and ir.dustries or; cd, as tax assessor unless h...::: '~i
 

\vl';,ich taxes are levied. It \1/3S holds a tax assessor certiii.. .- :
 
C;itP, This limitation (\~('s r~ot
si,~?nc(t ~.t3Y 4 and Tax Djrectot
 
apply in the case of 2:1 ~S~i:~S"
\ViiH~:rn Kingsl':y already IS
 

~,;(';1jn~ up the first cxamina­
 sor who :..;h(-~ll have serve d CQ..-1­


tinuousl, iH office Irc·Til. next
11("/(j pro~::l:'al;1. 
,3nly 1. to the dalt of rcappuir.t­

\..:1~[!Cr the hnv', tc:.:;ts \\'1.11 be mcnt or :"..>('rc( liO~L 
L;,--!\"i in ~/i(-:rcL ;ji1d Scptcnlbri J'Undcr the ldv.,', ont' 11':;</ ::~~<:.
,.II {,;1.~h year. (lUlrc :cr.ure of o:fic? U'O(;T~ re~ 
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