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SENATE: CONCURlENT RESOLU'fION No. 2016 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

IN'rRODUCED MARCH 22, 1971 

By Senators IT1ALIANO, H. A. K-ELLY, DUMONT and TANZMAN 
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R'ef erred •to Committee, on Judiciary 

A CoNCl!JRRENT REsoLuTrnN pr0posing to amend Article V1iII, Sec­

tion I, parngraph 4 of the Constitution of the State of New 

Jersey~ 

. BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the State of New Jersey (the 

General Assembly concurring): 

1. The following proposed amendment to the Constitution of the 

State of N e1w Jersey is hereby agreed to: 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

Amend Article VIII, Section I, paragraph 4, to read as follows : 

4. The Legislature may, from time to time, enact laws granting 

an annual deduction from th'e amount of any tax bill for taxes. on 

the real property of any citizen ain-d resident of this State of the 

age o.f 6~ ot moFe year · residing in a dwelling hoase owned by him 

which is a constituent part of such r eal :wro:werty but no s11.ch deduc­

tion shaH be in excess of $160.00 and such deduetion shall be rn­

stricted to owners having an income (exclusive of social seeurity 

benefits] not in exeess of $5,000.00 per yeai1r exclusive of benefits 

under any one of the following: 

a. the P ederal' 8 ocial Security Act and all amendments and 

supplements thereto; 

b. any otheP pro,qram of tlie Federal G'overnment or pur­

su·ant to art'!j- Otl1;er Federal law which provides benefits in whole 

or. in par;t: in lieu of benefits r:ef er.red to _in, or for persons ex­

duded from co1.,·erage under, a. hereof including but not limited 

to, tlie Fede-ral Railroad :Retirement Act and Federal pension, 

disability andJ ·Petir:ement: programs; or 

c. pension, disability or retirem-ent programs of any state or 

its political subdivisions-, or agencies thereof, for persons not 

coverea unaer a. hereo.f~· .. 

provided, however, that the total am ount of benefits to be allowed 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to he omitted in the law. 
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25 exclusion -by· any owner under b. or c.-hereof. shall not be in excess 

- -·26 .. of the niaximum amount ·of benefits payable to, arid alloufrible . foi . -

27 exclusion by, an owner in similar circumstances under a. hereof. 

2g.>'·:- Any such deduction ,vhen s·o gra11te_d by law sp.all be g:ranted·so 

29 ·-that it will not be in addition to a.ny other deduction or exemption 

30 to which the said citizen and resident may be entitled. The State 

31 shall annually ·reimburse each'. 'taxing district in an amount equal 

32 to ½ of the tax loss to the district resulting from the all?wance of 

33 . tax deduct1ons pursuant to this paragraph. 

1 2. When t~is propose<;]. amendment to the Constitution is finally 

2- agreed to, pursuant to Article IX, paragraph 1 of the Constitution, 

3 it shall be submitted to the people at the next general election occur-

4 ring more than 3 months after such final agreement and shall be 

5 published at least once in at least one newspaper of each ·county 

6 designated by_ the Preside:q.t of.the Senate and the Speaker of the 

7 General Assembly and the Secretary of State, not less than 3 m_onths 

8 , prio~ to ~aid gen~ral election. 

1 3. This proposed amep.dment t9 the Constitution ~hall be sub-

2 mitted to the people at said election in the following manner and 

3 form: 

4 There shall be printed on each official ballot to be used at such 

5 general election, the following·: 

6 1. In every municipality in which voting machines are not used, 

7 a legend which shall immediately precede the question, as follows : 

8 . If you· favor the, proposition •printed below make a cross ( x), 
9 plus ( +) or check ( -V) in the square opposite the word "Yes." If 

-10 you· are opposed thereto make a cross ( X ), plus (+) ·or check (-V) 

11 in the square opposite the word ''No.'' 

12 2. In every municipality the following question. 

Yes. 

No. 

Shall the · amendment of Article VIII, '. ·­
Section I, pai:agraph 4 of the Constitu- . 
tion of the State of Ne~ Jersey to au- -
thorize ·· e-xclusion of benefits received 7 

· 

- under any Federal program or law which 
provides benefits in lieu of, or for certain 
persons not covered under, social secu- · 
rity, and· State, and local government · 
pension, disability pr retire1p.ent pro­
grani·s · for persons not covered · under ~ ~: 
social ~ecu-rity, irr determining- eligibility ~- ·_ 
under the income . .limit for a senior 

··citizen's · ·property tax deduction be 
approved? 
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DATJ~D : MARCH 31, 1971 

Senate Concurrent R esolution No. 201G would amend Article 1IJI, 

Section], paragraph 4 of Hie State Co11stitution br exclnding fr om the 

$5,000.00 income limitation, in addition to benefits under the ]1\ !cfornl 

Social Secu rity Act no,v pro\i ded for l)y ln ~t, the follo,1v-ing: 

Any Federal program providjng benefit s in lieu of Socjal Security 

benefits but not limited to benefits under the Federa] Railroad Retire­

ment Act and Federal pension disability and retirement program s or 

pensio~ disability or retirement programs of any state or its politicaJ 

subdivisions or agencies thereof for person. not cover ed under Social 

Security. 

The resolution further p rovides that the total amount of benefits to be 

allowed exclusion by any property o,vner shall not be in e, 'cess of the 

maximum amount of benefits payable unrl~r the Social Security Act. 

acted there would be 63,000 additional deductions at $1G0.00 each for a 

total of about $10 million in each of the fi scal years 1972-73 and 197.'3-7±. 

Of this $10 milli-0n amouut, $5 million ,voulcl be borne by the S,iatc and 

$5 million by the mm1icipalities . These would be continuing- costs fr0m 

year to year thereafter. 

There would also be an expense to the State of $10,000.00 in .fiscal 

year 1971--72 as the cost fo r printing public qucstlons. 

In compliance ;vith written request received, there is hereby subwit.ted 

a fiscal estimate for t.hc &.'bo\··e bill, pursuant to P. L. 1962, c. 27. 
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