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P.L.' 1988•. CHAPTER 8. approved A,..il 4, J988 

1988 ~enate·.:No. 541 

1 ANACT·:~onccmil)g ..,ffiQt9f: v~hi.cl.~ drivers', licenses 8:J1d amending 

P.L.1981, c..20~d~R.S.:39:3-1~.:.·· .. 

3 

,BE IT	 ~NACTEP .by. 'h~...Sent;lt~and (I~"t!ral. Assemb:'y .0/ the
'i "'. . . \ 

5 Stat, 0/ New Jer:s:ey: r 

1. SecU012 ·of P.L. 1981. c. 20 (C. 39:3:"98) is amended to read 

7 as ,foll()ws: .. ' " . 

2. Each driver's license issued pUlSuant to· ReS. 39:3-10 shall 

9 have the lel;cal name of the licensee endorsed thereon in his own 

handwritiDS.. For purposes of this section, lega~~ name shall mean 

11 the Dame recorded on a birth certificate unless otherwise 

chanaed by marri88e, divorce or order of court. The director 

13 may require that onlY the le8a! name be recorded on the driver's 

license.· A person· who has been· issued a driver' 5 license pursuant 

1& to R.S.39:3-10 whole name is chanled due :to marriale, divorce 

or brordergnq of court shall notifY the ,director )01 the chan8e in 

17 name· within two weeks.after thechanae .ismade. 

A person who fails ·to notiCythe Director of the Division of 

19 Motor Vehicles of ac.hanlein name, as-'required in (R.S. 39:3-10] 

this section shall be subject to a fine ofSl~O.OO. A person who 

21 fails to '.endorse a driver" 5 license in his rown handwritin, as 
,	 . 

requi~ed, in (R.S.. 39:3~101 tlUl section shall be subject to a fine of 

23 SZO.oo. A person whoil'fined under this section ror a violation of 

thil ....section fshall not be subj,.~t to a Iurcharle under the New 

25 Jeney ,M.rit~ Ratios Planas pro~idedinI8Ction,6 of P.L. 1983. c. 
6i (e.	 17;29A-3~). 

27	 (ef: P.L. 1987. c. 20. s. 2) 

2. R.S. 39:3-10 il amended to read u follows: 

29	 .39:3-10. NQ .person,.. Iball drive a motor vehicle on a public 

hip_,'in lhis State unl811 Jjc~d to do 10 in accordance with 

31	 this article. · No person under t7 ,years of age shall be lice~ed to , 
drive motor vehicles. nor shall.' penon be licensed until he has 

33 palled • satisfactory examination 81 to his ability as an 

£.'LANA'ION--~tter enclosed in bold-faced br.ackets [thus) in the 
.bo•• ~,11 is noten_ct,- ,.nd is int.nded to b. OMitted in the la•• 

Matt... und.t;'l ,ft" s.bKl is new utter. 
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1 operator. The examination shall include a test of the applicant f 5 

vision•. his ability to understand - traffic control devices, his 

3 knowledge of safe driving. practices and of the effects that 

ingestion of alcohol or drugs has on a person' 5 abili ty to operate 

5 a motor vehicle, his knowledge of such portions of the mechanism 

of motor vehicles as is necessary to insure the safe operation of a 

7 vehicle of·the kind or.kinds indicated by the .applicant and of the 

laws and ordinary usages of the road and a c;temonstration of his 

9 ability to op~ra'~e a vehicle of the class designated., -

Thedirect~r shall expand the driver's license examination by 

It 20%. The additional questions to be added shall consist solely of 

questions de\.reloped. in conjunction with the State Depal'tment of 

13 Health conc'lming the use of "i'lcohol or drugs as related to 

hiahwa, safety. The director sbdl develop in conjunction with the 

15 State Department of Health supplements to the driver' 5 manual 

which shJall include infonnation necessary to answer any question 

17 on the driver· s license examination coneeminl alcohol or druas 

u related to hiahway safety, 

19 Any person applyinl for 8 driver's license' to operate a Inotor 

vehicle or. motorized bicycle in this State shall surrender to the 

21 director any current driver's license issued r to him by another' 

Itate upon his receipt of a driver's license for this State. The 

23 director shall refuse to issue a driver's license if the applicant 

'ails to comply with thiS provision. 

21 The director shall create clusiried licensin8 of drivers 

coyerin,- the following classifications: 

27 - - 8.- Motoroycles. except that rorthe purposes of this section. 

motorcycle shall not include any­ three-wheeled motor vehicle 

29 equipped with a single cab with glazinl encl05inl the occupant. 

seats similar to t.hose of a passenaer vehicle or t rock. seat belts 

31 and automotive steering: 

b.· Omnibuses as classified' by- R.S,- 39:3.-10.1 and school buses 

33 cl888iried under N.J~S. 18A:39-1 et seq.; . 

c.. Ar.ticulatedvehic·les .me... a combination or II commercial 

35 motor vehicle registered al a IIOSS weight I in excess of 18.000 

pounds and one or more· motor-drawn vehicles joined tOlether by 

37 means of a coupling device: .. 

d. All moter vehicles not included in claSsifications s., b. and 

39 c. A licens~ issued pursuant to this class,ification. d. shall be 
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re~e~~ed, to as the "basic clriver' 5 license." 

Every ap~licant for a I;cen...e underc'lassification b. or c. shall 
:, be a.holderof· a.basic driver's license. Any issuance of a license 

it under classification b.. or c. shall be by endorsement on the basic 

5 driver's license. 

A driver's license for .,motorcycles may be issued separately, 

7 but if issued .to the holder of a basic driver's license. it shall be 

by endorseme~t on the basic driver' s lice~e. 

9 The director, upon payment of th~ lawful fee and after he or a 
" ~ 

person authorized by him has -examined the applicant and is 

11 satisfie~ of ~he applicant's ability as an operator, may, in his 

discretion, license the applicant. to drive a motor vehicle. The 

13 license shall authorize him to drive any registered vehicle. of the 

kind or "kinds 'ndicated. and shall expire, except as .otherwise 

15 provided. on the last day of the ·forty-eighth calendar month 

follo~g the cal.,ndar month in whic~ such license was issued. 

17 The dire~to~ may. at his ,discretion and for good cause shown, 

i.ue li~enses which shall, expire on a date fixed by him. The fee 

19 for such licenses shall be fixed. by the director in amoWlts 

proportionately lessor greater than t~e fee herein established. 

21 The required fee for 8 license fot the 48-month period shall be 

81 lollows: 
23 Motorcycle license or endorsement S8.00 

Om~bus or school bus endorsement S16.00 

25 Articulated vehicle endorsement S8.00 

.Basic draver' slicense S18.00 

21 The .director shall waive the p8rment of fees for illUance of 

omnibus Jendorsementl· whenever an applicant establishes to the 

29 chrectot·5 satisflction tha' said applicant will use the omnibus 

"'rsement exclusively for operatinl omnibuses owned by • 

31 nonprofit or,aRiz'tion duly incorporltedunder Title 1& or 18 of 

the ReviledStatut85 or Title "SA o~ the New Jerse, Statutes. 

33 (The driver's lie.... lhall·h8ve the leila name or the licensee 

endorsed thereon in his own handwritinl.For purposes of this 

3& section. leaa) name shan mean the nanle recorded on • birth 

certificate unless otherwise chanled by marria,e. divorce or 

37 order of court... The director may require that only the lel81 

name be recorded on the driver' s license. A licensee whose name 

39 is chanaed due to .marriage. divorce, or by judgment of the court 
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1	 shall,not~fy;the direct~r, of,the c~an8e in ,name within two weeks 

after the change is made,] 
'\ 

3 T~e dir~ctor shall issue l~censes for the following license period 

on and afte.r the first day of the, calendar month imnlediately 

5 preceding the commencement of such peri~, such licenses to be 

effective immediately. 

1 All applications for renewals of licenses shall be made on fonns 

prescribed by the director and in accordance with procedures 
" 

9	 established by him. 
. 

" I.. ' ..' ' 

. ~e direct~or in hi~ discretion may refuse to'srant a license to 
11 driv'e ~otor vehicles to aperson whO' is, in his estimation. not a 

proper person to be Iranted such a license. but no defect of the 

13 applicant sh.ll -debar him from feceivina a license unless it can be 

shown by ·tests approved by the Director of the Division of Motor 

IS Vehlcleathat the defect incapacitates him from safely operatina 

a motor' vehicle. 
17 A penon violatj~1 this section shall be'subject to 8 fine not 

exc_edina 5'600.00 or imprisonment in the county jail· for not 
19 more than 80 days. but if that perlon has never been licensed to 

drive in tlUs SI.te or any other jUrisdiction. he shall be 5ubject to 

21 • "ne 01 not Iell than S2oo.oo and. in addition. the court shall 
iIIue an order to the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles 

23 requirinl the director to re(use to issue a license to. operate 8 

motor vehicle to the penon fora period- of not leu than 180 

2& .,.. The penalties provided for by this paralfaph shill not be 
,	 ' 

applicable in caies where r.'lure to "ave actual possession of the 
Z7 operalo,·. license is due tQ an administrative or technical error 

by the Division of Motor Vehicles. 
Z9 Nothi", ,ri this section shall be.co.-trued to alter or extend the 

expintion or any license il8\Jed prior to the date this amendatory 

31 and supplementary act becomes operative. ' 

(cr. P.L :198'. c. 20. s. 1) 

33 3. TIlls 8etshall take effect immedi8telYi 

35 

MOTOR VEHICLm 

37 Motor Vehicle - License JUld Relistration 

39 Clarifies certain driver's license penalties. 
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1 STATEMENT 

3 This bill makes clear that a licensee's failure to sign his 

driver's license or failure to notify the Division of Motor 

5 Vehicles of a change in his name within two weeks after the 

change is made are subject only to the penalties provided in P. L. 

7 1987, c. 20 (C. 39:3-9a) and are not subject to surcharges under 

the New Jersey Merit Rating Plan, P.L. 1983, c. 65 (C. 

g 17:29A-35). 

11 

MOTOR VEHICLES 

13 Motor Vehicle - License and Registration 

15 Clarifies certain driver's license penalties. 

( -, 



SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFENSE COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 541
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: JANUARY 28,1988 

Senate Bill 541 clarifies that the failure of a holder of a 

driver's license to sign the license or to notify the Division of 

Motor Vehicles of a name change will be classified as an offense 

under P.L. 1987, c. 20 (C. 39:3-9a) and not as an offense under 

R.S. 39:3-10. Existing language in R.S. 39:3-10 conce"rning the 

failure to sign a driver's license or to notify the division of a 

name change is deleted. 

This bill will resolve an existing problem brought on by the fact 

that the failure to sign a driver's license or to notify the division 

of a name" change is classified as a violation of 39:3-10 even 

though the penalty for that violation is imposed under 39:3-9a. In 

general, a violation classified as 39:3-10 results in a surcharge 

under the New Jersey Merit Rating Plan, P.L. 1983, c. 65 (C. 

17:29A-35); however, 39:3-9a specifically states that the failure 

to sign a driver's license or to notify the division of a name 

change will not result in the imposition of a surcharge under the 

New Jersey Merit Rating Plan against the violator. 

This awkward statutory construction creates confusion for the 

record keepers at the courts and the Division of Motor Vehicles 

and this confusion may result in the mistaken imposition of a 

surcharge against a person who fails to sign a driver's license or 

notify the division of a name change even though such an 

imposition is specifically prohibited. 

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1988 session 

pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the 

changes required by technical review which has been performed. 
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