
J/-Oi 56'"- :i 1./ ~ 2/.1'( . 
November 6, 1969 

LEGIST~TIVE HISTORY OF R.S. 40:55-21.1 thru 14 
(Blighted areas) 

oe: Pos tToRY coPy 
:Por background see: COPY NO. :L 
974.90 
H842 
1949 

N~J. Legislature. Senate. Judiciary Com. 
Le~islative bulletin on the low rent 

housing and slum clearance program. 

974.90 
H842 
1949c 

N.J. Governor's Temporary Committee on 
Housing.· . 

Report, 1949. 

L. !~49, Chapter 187 - A350 
March 7 - Introduced by Pikee 
March 24 - Passed in Assembly, 
l~pril 4 - Passed in Senate. 
Hay 21 -Approved, Chapter 187. 
uo statement. 

amended. 

. lunonded during 
·amendment 

pas~age; copy of original bill 
attached. ( . . -;::"'......., A.·::;~ lVI · c • • ,.,.,1""- ~) • . fYiv11 

~ d 

This law was amended by: 

:.:.. !95l,·Chapter 248 ... A529 
~arch 5 - Introduced by Joyao · 
March 28 - Passed in Assemblyc 
ivlCJ.y 2 - Passed in Senate. 
June 19 - Approved, Chapter 248. 
Net amended durinq passage. 
Statement reads: 

' 

The purpose of this bill is to make unJ.rorm ., ' .. 
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MONDAY, MARCH 21, 1949 523 

Mr. Pike offered the following amendments to Assembly 
Bill No. 350, which were read. 

Proposed amendments to Assembly Bill No. 350: 

Amend page 5, section 11, line 7, after "Statutes)" add 
''or by any common carrier''. 

Amend page 5, section 11, line 15, after "utility" add "or 
common carrier''. 

Amend page 5, section 11, line 15, after ''remove'' add 
", reconstruct, alter". 

Amend page 5, section 11, line 16, after "utility" add 
"or common carrier". 

Amend page 5, section 11, line 17, after "move" add 
'',reconstruct, alter". 

Amend page 5, section 11, line 18, after "removal" add· 
",reconstruction, alteration". 

Amend page 5, section 11, line 21, after ''removal'' add 
", reconstruction, alteration". 

Amend page 5, section 11, line 23, after "utility" add 
"or common carrier". 

Amend page 5, section 11, line 33, after "public utility" 
add ''or common carrier'' . 

Amend page 5, section 11, line 33, after ''such public 
utility" add "or common carrier". 

Amend page 6, section 11, line 36, after ''replacing'' add 
'', reconstructing, altering''. 

Mr. Pike moved the adoption of the committee amend­
ments to Assembly Bill No. 350. 

Which motion was adopted. 

Assembly Bill No. 350, entitled ''An act defining 'blighted 
area,' authorizing municipalities to determine that areas 
are blighted areas, and to undertake the clearance, replan- · 
ning, aevelopment and redevelopment of such areas,'' 

As amended, 

. Was taken up, read a second time, considered by sections, 
agreed to ordered to be printed, and to have a third 
reading. 



ASSEMBLY, No. 350 

STATE OF·!NEW JERSEY 
: :, :. 

INTRODUCED MARCH 7, 1949 

By Mr. PIKE 

Referred to Committee on Municipal Aid 

AN AcT defining "blighted area," authorizing municipalities to determine that 

areas are blighted areas, and to undertake the clearance, : replaning, devel-

opment and redevelopment of such areas. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. As used in this act, the term "blighted area" shall mean an area in 

2 any municipality wherein there exists to a large extent: 

; 3 (a) Buildings and structures which are unfit, unsanitary and unsafe for 

4 human use and habitation by reason of age, physical deterioration, dilapida-

5 tion of obsolescence; 

6 (b) Buildings and structures which are so situated and used as to have 

7 therein more inhabitants than can be fitly-,and safely housed; 
I 
I 

8 . · (c) Buildings and structures which have economically deteriorated and 

9 where there is a disproportion between the cost of municipal services ren- ·· 

10 de red to the area as compared with the tax revenue derived therefrom; or : 

11 (d) A prevalence of factors conducive to ill health, transmission of dis-

12 case, infant mortality, juvenile delinquency, crime and poverty. 

1 2. The governing body of any municipality, by resolution, may provide 

2 for a preliminary investigation of any area ill the municipality to determine 

3 whether such· area is, or is not, a blighted area, as defined in. this act. If 

4 the municipality has a planning board cre.ated by ordinance, pursua~~ to. the 

I :•• 
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5 provisions of article one of ichapter fifty~fi.ve: of Title 40 of the Revised Stat-

6 utes, the said resolution shall provide ·that the matter of such preliminary 

· 7 investigation shall be referred to the said plaiming board, or if there is no· , . 
' .' . ' .... ' . . . ~: . . . . ' .• . ; _.! . . . . : . ' .. ~--

8 such planni~g board in the municipality, then the said resolution shall!pro~ ; .. 
. . . 

9 vide that the preliminat:y investigation shall be conducted by the govern-
, 

10 ing body of the municipality. 

1 3. Whenever such a resolution is ~dopted, the governing. body, or the 

2 planning board, as the case may be, .shall first cause to be prepared a map 

3 showing the boundaries of the area to· be investigated tind the location of 

4 the various parcels of property incl~ded therein. The.re shall be appended 
: : ': . . . . ~ . . ' 

5 to the said map a statement settiJ;lg forth the _basis for the. investigation. 

1 4. The governing body or the planning·· board· shall thereupon cause a 
',, ;, 

2 hearing to be held at an appointed time and place for the purpose of hear-

3 ing persons interested in, or who would beaffected by, a determination that 

4 the area is a ·blighted area, as defined in· this act, and who favor or who 

5 are against such a determination. ,·: 

1 5. A notice of any such hearing. ~hall be given setting forth the gen~ ' 

2 eral boundaries of the area to be investigated and stating that a .map has 

3 been prepared, and can be inspected at the office of the clerk of the·munici-

4 pality. A copy of such notice shall be published in a newspaper of general 

5 circulation in the municipality once each weekfor_tWo consecutive weeks, and ... 
.. 6 the last publication shall be not less than ten days prior to the-date set for .. ' . ~ 

' \. ' . . 
·. 7 the hearing. · A copy of the notice shalt: be· mailed: at least ten days prior 

8 to the date set for the ·hearing to the last. oWner, ifllny, of ~aoh parcel of ·· 

9 property within the area 'according to ;the ~ssessmenfrec&rds of the mu-pi~i-
. . 

10 pality. A notice shall also be sent 'to any· and' all p()rsons. at ·l1is, or the hi, 

11 last known address, if ariy, whose names:are noted 'on' said assessment rec· 

12 ords as Claimants 6f an interest in any 'such pa:roel. The assesso-r of the 
' - . . . . 

13 municipality shall· make such a notation 'upon' 'the'''said records when: re-
o • • • •• • • • 

14 quested so to do by any person olaUniiltto have ati interest:'in':auy parcel. 
. ' ' - . . . ' . . - . . ' 

·15 of property hi· themunicip4l~ty:1,!' T~e,'lidti~e'''shalF.be·,fjublished-and mail~d · 
. . ,., ' . ' , .. ' '· ,.. . . . 
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16 by the clerk of the municipality, or by such clerk or official, as the govern-

17 ing body or planning board shall designate. Failure to mail any sue~ ~~tice 

18 Rhall not invalidate the investigation or determination thereon. 

6. At the hearing, which may be adjourned from time to time, the gov-

2 erning body, or planning board, as the case may be, shall hear all persons 

a interested in the investigation and shall consider any, and all, wri~ten ob-

4 jections that may be filed and any evidence which may be adduced in support 

!) of the objections, or any opposition to a determination that the area is a 

6 blighted area. After the hearing, the governing body, or planning board, 

7 Rhall, by resolution, determine that the area or any part thereof is, or is 

8 not, a blighted area, as defined in this act. A determination that the area 

9 or any part thereof is a blighted area, if supported by substantial evidence, 

10 shall he binding and conclusive upon all persons affected by the determina~ . 

11 tion. If the determination is that the area or any part thereof is a blighted 
., 
< ' ' •• 

12 area, the governing body or planning board, within ten days after such de-

13 termination, shall cause to be served a copy of the resolution upon each per-

14 son who filed a written objection prior to the hearing; provided, the address 
· .. t 

15 of the objector was stated in, or upon, the written objection. 
,,., . 

16 Such service may be made (a) by delivering a copy of the resolution 

17 personally to the objector, (b) by mailing such copy nddressed to the ob-
. . 

18 jector according to his said stated address, or (c) by leaving such copy at 
•: I : ... '~ 

19 said stated address for the objector with a person of suitable age and dis-
,. \ .. ,.,. 

20 cretion. ·). 

1 7. ·where the determination is made by a planning. board, it shall be 
... '" ; ... · 

2 subject to approval, disapproval or modification by the governing body of 

3 the municipality. The determination shall be submitted by the planning·. 
· .. :; ,-• ... ~ :.~ ... ·,: t,_:,,. ;~:·:.~ ... ~ 

4 board to the governing body of the municipality in the form of a report 

5 and final action thereon shall be taken by. the 'said~ governihg body .withln 

6 thirty days after the submission of said report. 
. ··' _, ·•;;•; 

1 8. Where written objections sh,all have been filed and the determination 
-'" •· ··' :· <:··; > . ..: .. :·:.::; ,· .:\.;:".! ·i·:_·,,\, '···\~-·;_: .. :~·:,.~ . '.;~~_{.L__:·~-:<.!<·~·'ff~~,~~'-~n~:.:..:-,!'f;._ .. · -i·· 

2 is that an area is a blighted area,no furtherproce~~illgs sh~l{be' t~~e!l by 
• • • '. • ' / ' .' f !"d .t:· --,:~~ :;r.:;~·~;y~:,··.·:'(. . ~ '.· .. \·/ . 
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3 the governing body of the municipali-ty .upon such determination until thirty · 

4 days shall have elapsed after such determination. If within said thirty. 

5 day period an action to review the determination is commenced in the Supe .. 

6 rior Court, no further proceedings shall be taken by the said governing body 

7 upon such determination during the pendency of such action. 

1 9. Any person who shall have :filed such a written objection with the 

2 governing body, or planning board, as the case· may be, may have a deter-
' . . . '. . . . 

3 ruination that an area is a blighted area reviewed by the Superior Court 

4 of New Jersey by procedure in lieu of prerogative writs. An a.ction for any 

5 such review shall be commenced within thirty days after the determination 

6 by the governing body of the municipality, either in the first instance, or .. 

7 by final action upon a report by a planning board. In any such action, the 
. . ' 

8 said court may make any incidental order • that shall be deemed by the court 

9 to be proper. 
' . . 

1 10. If the determination is that an area is a blighted area, the gov-
. ! 

2 erning body of the municipality may, but shall not be required to, acquire 
. ' ' ' 

: .. ~ . 

3 the real property within the area by \purchase, or by eminent domain pro- . . . 
,· • \' I 

4 ceedings, and may proceed with the ciearance, replanning, development or 

5 redevelopment of the area as a public purpose and for public use, or the said 

6 governing body may,. by resolution, agree that· a private corporation may 

7 undertake such clearance, replanning, development or redevelopment in 'RC· · 

8 cordance with statutory ·authority and subject to the provisions of para-

9 graph 1, Section III, Article VIII, of the Constitution. 

1 11. Nothing contained in this act shall be deemed to require the gov· 
. . . 

2 erning body of any municipality to proceed to an inve~tigation and deter- ' 

3 mination that an area is a blighted area, nor to. limit the power of any 
~ ~ 

. . . 

4 municipality, or of any public or private corporation, or person from exer-
''• \ 

5 cising any right conferred upon it, or him, by any law of this State with 
,.·." ' ~ ' ; ". 

6 respect to the acquisition of private property :·f~rthe clearanc~, replanning, 
. ._-. __ . •: .-·,_.,.:_/-:.:-._~ r. '}I':~-·-;,;_-.'.<;>:·.:;_:_<: :~; ':;·_~ -----~ :··:-- :,.! . 

7 development or redevelopme:pf.~f J:,light~d;.areas .. ~t}th~.time and in the .. 
· · · · · · · . . : :· ,: · . , ::~: " '< c ! ,~':> .:.:.::. L1:~· ''i~\tr;·. \i·;,y,:;\. , . 
8 manner provided by law. · · .. 

·. :. _ _._,. 

,., I,. 
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1 12. If any provision of this act is heldto be invalid, the, remainder sh~l 
. 4 · ... ·. ' .· ' ' . . 

2 not be affected thereby and each provision of this act shall, be deemed to be 

::.:.· . .':· 
3 separable. ... ,.. .,.; . 

1 13. This act shall take effect July first, one thousarid nine hull.~r~d ,~nd 
·, 

2 forty-nine. 

· ... '· 

., . 

•,' .. ·· 
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5 provisions of article one of chapter fifty-five of Title 40 of the R.evised Stat-

6 utes, the said resolution shall provide that the matter of such preliminary 

7 investio·ation shall be referred to the said planning board, or if there is no · 
b .. . · , > .• . 

. 8 such plan~i.hg . board in the · municipality, then the said resolution shall pro-

9 vide that the preliminary investigation shall be conducted by the govern-

10 ing body of the municipality. 

1 3. Whenever such a resolution is adopted, the governmg body, or the 

2 planning board, as the case may be, shall first cause to be prepared a map 

3 showing the boundaries of the area to be investigated and the location of 

4 the various parcels of property included thereiiJ:. rrhere s balr be appended 

5 to the said map a statement setting forth the basis for the investigation. 

1 4. The governing body or the planning board shall thereupon cause a 

2 hearing to be held at an appointed time and place for the purpose of hear-

3 ing persons interested in, or who would be affected by, a determination that 

4 the area is a blighted area, as defined in · this act, and who favor or who 

5 are against such a determination. 

1 5. A notice of any such hearing shall be giVen setting forth the gen-

2 eral boundaries of the area to be investigated and stating that a map has 

3 been prepared and can be inspected at the office of the clerk of the munici-

4 pality. A copy of such notice shall be published in a newspaper of general 

5 circulation in the municipality once each week for two consecutive weeks, and 

6 the last publication shall be not less than ten days prior to the date set for 

7 the hearing. A copy of the notice shall be mailed at least ten days prior 

8 to the date set for the hearing to the last owner, if any, of each parcel of 

9 property within the area according to the assessment records of the munici-

10 pality. A notice shall also be sent to any · ·and all persons at his, or their, 

11 last known address, if any, whose names are noted on said assessment rec-

12 ords as claimants of an interest in any sucli parcel. The assessor of the 

13 municipality shall make such a notation upon the said records when re-

14 quested so to do by any perso11 claiming to have an interest in any parcel 

15 of property in the municipality. The notice shall be published and mailed 
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16 by the clerk of the municipality, or by such clerk or official, as the govern-

17 ing body or planning board shall designate. Failure to mail any such notice 

18 shall not invalidate the investigation or determination thereon. 

1 6. At the hearing, which may be adjourned from time to time, the gov-

2 erning body, or planning board, as the case may be, shall hear all persons 

3 interested in the investigation and shall consider any, and all, written ob-

4 jections that may be filed and any evidence which may be adduced in support 

5 of the objections, or any opposition to a determination that the area is a 

6 blighted area. After the hearing, the governing body, or planning board, 

7 shall, by resolution, determine that the area or any part thereof is, or is 

8 not, a blighted area, as defined in this act. A determination that the area 

9 or any part thereof is a blighted area, if supported by substantial evidence~ 

10 shall be binding and conclusive upon all persons affected by the determina-

11 tion. If the determination is that the area or any part thereof is a blighted 

12 area, the governing body or planning board, within ten days after such de-

13 termination, shall cause to be served a copy of the resolution upon each per-

14 son who filed a written objection prior to the hearing ; provided, the address 

15 of the · objector was stated in, or upon, the written objection.· 

16 Such service may be made (a) by delivering a copy of the resolution 

17 personally to the objector, (b) by mailing such copy addressed to the ob-

18 j ector according to his said stated address, or (c) by leaving such copy at 

19 said stated address for the objector with a person of suitable age and dis-

20 cretion. 

1 7. Where the determination is made by a planning board, it shall be 

2 subject to approval, disapproval or modification by the governing body of 

3 the municipality. The determination shall be sub:rp.itted by the planning 

4 board to the governing body of. the municipality in the form of a report 

5 and final action thereon shall be taken by the said governing body within 

6 thirty days after the submission of said report. 

1 8. Where written objections shall have been filed and the determination 

2 is that an area is a blighted area, no further proceedings shall be taken by 
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3 the governing body of the municipalitY' upon such determination until thirty 

4 days shall have elapsed after such determination. If within said thirty-.. 
5 day period an action to review the determination is commenced in the Supe-

6 rior Court, no fur'ther proceedings shall be taken by the said governing body 

7 upon such determination during the pendency of such action. 

1 9. Any person who shall have filed such a written objection with the 

2 governing body, or planning board, as the case may be, may have a deter-

3 mination that an area is a blighted area reviewed by the Superior Court 

4 of New Jersey by procedure in lieu of prerogative writs. An action for any 
L, ... 

5 such review shall be commenced within thirty days after the determination 

6 by the governing body of the municipality, either in the first instance, or 

7 by final action upon a report by a planning board. In any such action, the 

8 said court may make any incidental order that shall be deemed by the court 

9 to be proper. 

1 10. If the determination is tha t an a rea is a blighted area, the gov-

2 erning body of the municipality may, but shall not be r equired to, acquire 

3 the real property within the area by purchase, or by eminent domain pro-

4 ceedings, and may proceed with the clearance, replanning, development or 

5 redevelopment of the area as a public purpose and for public use, or the said 

6 governmg body may, by resolution, agree that a private corporation may 

7 undertake such clearance, replanning, development or redevelopment in ac-

8 cordance with statutory authority and subject to the provisions of para-

9 graph 1, Section III, Article VIII, of the Constitution; provided, however, 

10 that the power of eminent domain hereinbefore conferred upon the govern-

11 ing body of the municipality shall n ot be exercised to acquire, for any of the 

12 purposes of this act, any property or interests in property owned or used 

13 by any public utility (as defined in section 48 :2- 13 of the R evised Stat-

14 utes ) in furnishing any commodity or service which by law it is authorized 

15 to furnish: 

1 11. If any plan for the clearanc;:, replanning, development or redevelop-

2 ment (hereinafter called the "plan") of a blighted area is undertaken as 
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3 provided_ for in section ten of this act, and such plan shall provide for the 

4 closing or vacating of any street, avenue, highway, road, lane, alley or other 

5 public place or way (hereinafter called "street") in, on, along or under 

6 which is located any property owned or used by any public utility (as de-

7 fined in section 48:2-13 of the Revised Statutes) in furnishing any com-

8 modity oi· service which by law it is authorized to furnish, the governing 

9 body of the municipality shall, by resolution, determine whether or not the 

10 retention of such property in its thC'u existing location will interfere with 

11 the consummation of the plan. 

12 If the governing body of the municipality shall so determine that the re-

13 tention of such property in such loeation will interfere with the consumma-

14 tion of such plan, the governing body shall make an order requiring the 

15 public utility owning or using such property to remove or relocate such 

16 property, and upon the receipt of such order such public utility shall re-

17 move or relocate such property in accordance with such order, and the cost 

18 and expense of such removal or relocation, including the cost of installing 

19 or replacing such property in a new location or new locations, and the cost 

20 of any lands or any rights or interest in lands, and any other rights acquired 

21 to accomplish such removal or relocation shall be paid by the municipality or 

22 by the private corporation, as tllG case may be, as a part of ths- cost of the 

23 plan. In case of the relocation of any such property, the public utility own-

24 ing or using the same, its successors and assigns, may maintain and operate 

25 such property, with the necessary appur tenances, in the new location or 

26 new locations, for as long a period and upon the same terms and conditions 

27 as it had the right to maintain and operate such property in its former lo-

28 cation. 

29 If the governing body of the municipality shall determine that the re-

30 tention of such property in such location will not interfere with the con-

31 summation of such plan, the governing body shall cause the proper officers 

32 of such municipality to execute, acknowledge or prove, and deliver to such 

33 public utility an instrurnent in writing, granting to such public utility the 
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34 right, privilege and authority to enter upon the lands which comprised such 

35 street prior to its closing or vacation, for the purpose of maintaining, re-

36 pairing, renewing, replacing or removing any such property. 

1 12. Nothing contained in this act shall be deemed to require the gov-

2 erning body of any municipality to proceed to an investigation and deter-

3 mination that an area is a blighted area, nor to limit, except as herein pro-

4 vided, the power of any municipality, or of any public or private corpora-

5 tion, or person from exercising any right conferred upon it, or him, by any 

6 law of this State with respect to the acquisition of private property for the 

7 clearance, replanning, development or redevelopment of blighted areas at 

8 the time and in the manner provided by law. 

1 13. If any provision of this act is held to be invalid, the remainder shall 

2 not be affected thereby and each provision of this act shall be deemed to be 

3 separable. 

1 14. This act shall take effect July first, one thousand nine hundred and 

2 forty-nine. 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED MARCH 7, 1949 

By Mr. PIKE 

Re£erred to Committee on Municipal Aid 

AN AcT defining "blighted area," authorizing municipalities to determine that 

areas are blighted areas, and to undertake the clearance, replanning, devel-

opment anQ. redevelopment of such areas. 

1 B:m rlT cE:N..A:C~ED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jt;rsey: 

1 1. As used in this act, the term "blighted area" shall mean an area in 

.2 anw mu.·n:icipaH.ty wherein there exists to a large extent: 

3 r(a) Buildings and structures which are unfit, unsanitary and unsafe for 

4 hlMnai!l use and habitation by :reason of age, physical deterioration, dilapida-

5 ti0cn or obsolescence; 

t> {b) Building-s and structures which are so situated and used as to have 

'l th-erein more inhabitants t)?.an can be fitly and safely housed; 

8 (e) Buildi~gs and structures which hav:e economically deteriorated and 

9 where tke;re is a disproportion between the cost of municipal services ren-
f' 

1:0 d:ered to .the are.a as compared with the tax revenue derived therefrom; or 

U ,( d} A prev,alenee of fa.ctors conducive to ill health, transmission of dis-

12 ease, infant mortality, juv.enile delinquency, crime and poverty. 

1 2. The ,governing body of any IDU;Ilieipality, by resolution, may provide 

2 for a pre1iminary inv:estigation .of any area in the municipality to determine 

;3 whether such area is, 0r is not, a blighted a rea, as .defined in this act. If 

4 .the municipality has a planning b0ard created by ordinance, pursuant to the 
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5 provisions of article one of chapter fifty-five of Title 40 of the Revised Stat-

6 utes, the said resolution shall provide that the matter of such preliminary 

7 investigation shall be referred to the said planning board, or if there is no 

8 such planning board in the municipality, then the said resolution shall pro-

9 vide that the preliminary investigation shall be conducted by the govern-

10 ing body of the municipality. 

1 3. Whenever such a resolution is adopted, the governmg body, or the 

2 planning board, as the case may be, shall first cause to be prepared a map 

3 showing the boundaries of the. area to be investigated and the location of 

4 the various parcels of property included therein. There shall be appended 

5 to the said map a statement setting forth the basis for the investigation. 

1 4. The governing body or the planning board shall thereupon cause a 

2 hearing to be held at an appointed time and place for the purpose of hear-

3 ing persons interested in, or who would be affected by, a determination that 

4 the area is a blighted area, as defined in this act, and who favor or who 

5 are against such a determination. 

1 5. A notice of any such hearing shall be given setting forth the gen-

2 eral boundaries of the area to be investigated and stating that a map has 

3 been prepared and can be inspected at the office of the clerk of the munici-

4 pality. A copy of such notice shall be published in a newspaper of general 

5 circulation in the municipality once each week for two consecutive weeks, and 

6 the last publication shall be not less than ten days prior to the date set for 

7 the hearing. A copy of the notice shall be mailed at least ten days prior 

8 to the date set for the hearing to the last owner, if any, of each parcel of 

9 property within the area according to the assessment records of the munici-

10 pality. A notice shall also be sent to any and all persons at his, or their, 

11 last known address, if any, whose names are noted on said assessment rec-

12 ords as claimants of an interest in any such parcel. The assessor of the 

13 municipality shall make such a notation upon the said records when re-

14 quested so to do by any person claiming to have an interest in any parcel 

15 of property in the municipality. The notice shall be published and mailed 
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16 by the clerk of the municipality, or by such clerk or official, as the govern-

17 ing body or planning board shall designate. Failure to mail any such notice 

18 shall nQt invalidate the investigation or determination thereon. 

1 6. At the hearing, which may be adjournBd from time to time, the gov-

2 erning body, or planning board, as the case may be, shall hear all persons 

3 intere~ted in the investigation and shall consider any, and all, written ob-

4 jections thatmay be filed and any evidence which may be adduced in support 

5 of the objections, or any opposition to a determination that the area is a 

6 blighted area. After the hearing, the governing body, or planning board, 

7 shall, by resolution, determine that the area or any part thereof is, or is 

8 not, a blighted area, as defined in this act. A determination that the area 

9 or any part thereof is a blighted area, if supported by substantial evidence, 

10 shall be binding and conclusive upon all persons affected by the determina-

11 tion. If the determination is that the area or any part thereof is a blighted 

12 area, the governing body or planning board, within ten days after such de-

13 termination, shall cause to be served a copy of the resolution upon each per-

14 son who :fiied a written objection prior to the hearing; provided, the address 

15 of the objector was stated in, or upon, the written objection. 

16 Such service may be made (a) by delivering a copy of the resolution 

17 personally to the objector, (b) by mailing such copy addressed to the ob-

18 jector according to his said stated address, or (c) by leaving such copy at 

19 said stated address for the objector with a person of suitable age and dis-

20 cretion. 

1 7. Where the determination is made by a planning board, it shall be 

2 subject to approval, disapproval or modification by the governing body of 

3 the municipality. The determination shall be submitted by the planning 

4 board to the governing body of the municipality in the form of a report 

5 and final action thereon shall be taken by the said governing body within 

6 thirty days after the submission of said report. 

l 8. Where written objections shall have been filed and the determination 

2 is that an area is a blighted area, no further proceedings shall be taken by 
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3 the g·ove-rning body of the municipa1ity upon s'l!lch determination until thirty 

4 days shall have elapsed after such determination. If within s·aid thirty-

5 day period an action to review the determination is commenced in the Supe-

6 rior Colilrt, no further proceedings shaH be ta;ken by the said governing body 

7 upon such determination .duriN.g <the pendency of Sllllch a0tio:n. 

1 9. Any person who shaH have fi:led such a written obje0tion with the 

2 governing body, or planning board, as the case may be, may have a deter-

3 mination thai an area is a ·blighted area reviewed 'by the Superior Court 

4 of New Jersey by procedure in lieu of prerogative writs. An action for any .. 
5 .such review slha:ll be .commenced within thirty days afteT •the det-ermination 

6 by the governing !'body of the municipality, eitheT in the first instance, or 

7 ·by final action a:pon a repo1·t 'by a planning board. In any such aetion, the 

8 said court may make any incidental order thai ·shall !be deemed by the court 

9 to be proper. 

1 10. If the determination is that an area is a blighted area, the gov-

2 erning body of the municipality may, but shall not be required to, acquire 

3 the r.eal property within the avea by purchase, or iby e:minoot domain ·pro-

4 ceedings, and may proceed with the clearance, replanning, de:ve•Iop-ment or 

5 redevelopment of the area as a public purpose and foT public use, or the said 

6 governing body may, by resolution, agree that a privarte oorporation may 

7 undertake such clearance, replanning, development or redevelopment in ac-

8 cordance with statutory authority and subject to the provisions of para-

9 graph 1, Section III, Article VIII, of the Constitution; provided, noweve.,., 

10 that the power of eminent domain hereinbefore conferred upon the govern-

11 ing body of the municipality shall not be exercised to acquire, for any of the 

12 purposes of this act, any property or interests in property owned or used 

13 by any public utility (as defined in section 48 :2~13 of the Revised Stat-

14 utes) in furnishing any commodity or service which by law it is authoriz€d 

15 to furnish. 

1 11. If a:ny plan for the clearance, rep~a:nning, devel())pment or redevelop-

2 ment (hereinafter called the "plan") of a blighted area is undert&ken a,& 
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3 provid~d for in· sectio'n ten of this act, and) subh pH:iii shall provide for the 

4 closing· or vacating of any street, avenue, highway, road, htne; alley or other 

5 public place or way (hereinafter called "street") in; on, along or under 

6 which is l@cateu any property owned or· used by any public utility (as· de'-

7 fined in section 48:2-13 of the ReviE:ed; Statutes Y or by any CO:mmon• car:rier, 

8 in flurnishin:g any commodity or service whicW by l~:w it is aut!librized: to fur-

9' nish; the governing body of the municipality shan; by resolution, determine 

16' whether or not the retention of such property in it's then existing location 

lt wm· ihterf'erei with tllie consummation of t1ie pUin. 

:Lf the goV'erning body' of the muni~ipality shalr soj determine that the re-

13: tention o:fl sudi- property in such location wiBJ interfere with· the consumma'" 

:1!4' t'ioti of such plan, the governing body shall make all' order requiring the 

15 public utility or common carrier owning or using such property to remove, 

116• 1'ec0ns~ruct; alter or relocate subli prop~rty, and upon the receipt of such 

17 order such public utility or common carrier shall remove, reconstruct, alter 

18 or relocate · such property in accordance with such order, and the cost and 

ll9i expense· of such removal~ reconst>ruction, alteration or relocation, including 

20 the cost of installing or replacing such property in a new location ot rlew 

21 locations, and the cost of any lands or any rights or interest in lands, and any 

22 other r ights acquired to accomplish such removal, reconstructio11, alteration 

23 or relocation shall be paid by the municipality or by the private corpora-

24 tion, as the case may be, as a part of the cost of the plan. In case of the re-

25 location of any such property, the public utility or ~ommon carrier owning 

26 or using ~he same, its successors and assigns, may maintain and operate such 

27 property, with the necessary appurtenances, in the new location or new 

28A locations, for as long a period and upon the same terms and conditions as it 

28B had the right to maintain and operate such property in its former location . 

29 If the governing body of the municipality shall determine that the re-

30 tention of such property in such location will not interfere with the con-

31 summation of such plan, the governing body shall cause the proper officers 

32 of such municipality to execute, acknowledge or prove, and deliver to such 



6 

33 public utility or common carrier an instrument in writing, granting to such 

34 public utility or common carrier the right, privilege and authority to enter 

35 upon the lands which comprised such street prior to its closing or vacation, 

36 for the purpose of maintaining, repairing, renewing, replacing, reconstruct-

37 ing, altering or removing any such property. 

1 12. Nothing contained in this act shall be deemed to require the gov-

2 erning body of any municipality to proceed to an investigation and deter-

3 mination that an area is a blighted area, nor to limit, except as herein pro-

4 vided, the power of any municipality, or of any public or private corpora-

5 tion, or person from exercising any right conferred upon it, or him, by any 

6 law of this State with respect to the acquisition of private property for the 

7 clearance, replanning, development or redevelopment of blighted areas at 

8 the time and in the manner provided by law. 

1 13. If any provision of this act is held to be invalid, the remainder shall 

2 not be affected thereby and each provision of this act shall be deemed to be 

3 separable. 

1 14. This act shall take effect July first, one thousand nine hundred and 

2 forty-nine. 
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Referred to Committee on Housing 

n, AN AcT to amend an act entitled "An act defining 'blighted area,' authorizing 

)n municipalities to determine that areas are blighted areas, and to undertake 

the clearance, replanning, development and redevelopment of such areas,'' 

approved May twenty-ninth, one thousand nine hundred and forty-nine 

(P. L. 1949, c. 187). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section one of the act of which this act is amendatory is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 1. As used in this act, the term ''blighted area'' shall mean an area in any 

4 municipality wherein there exists [to a large extent] any of the conditions 

5 hereinafter enumerated: 

6 [(a.) Buildings and structures which are unfit, unsanitary and unsafe 

7 for human use and habitation by reason of age, physical deterioration, dilapi-,, 

8 dation or obsolescence ; 

9 (b.) Buildings and structures which are so situated and used as to have 

10 therein more inhabitants than can be fitly and safely housed; 

11 (c.) Buildings and structures which have economically deteriorated and 

12 where there is a disproportion between the cost of municipal services ren-

13 dered to the area as compared with the tax revenue derived therefrom; or 

,, 
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14 (d.) A prevalence of factors conducive to ill health, transmission of 

15 disease, infant mortality, juvenile delinquency, crime and poverty.] 

16 (a) The generality of buildings used as dwellings or the dwelling accom-

17 modations therein are substandard, unsafe, insanitary, dilapidated, or obso-

18 lescent, or posses·s any of such characteristics, or are so lacking in light, air, 

19 or space, as to be conducive to unwholesome living; 

20 (b) The discontinuance of the use of buildings previously used for manu-

21 facturing or industrial purposes, the abandonment of such buildings or the 

22 same being allowed to fall into so great a state of disrepair as to be un-

23 tenantable; 

24 (c) Unimproved vacant land, which has remained so for a period of ten 

25 years prior to the determination hereinafter referred to, and which land by 

26 reason of its location, or remoteness from developed sections or portions of 

27 such municipality, or lack of means of access to such other parts thereof, or 

28 topography, or nature of the soil, is not likely to be developed through the 

29 instrumentality of private capital; 

30 (d) Areas (including slum areas), with buildings or improvements which 

31 by reason of dilapidation, obsolescence, overcrowding, faulty arrangement or 

32 design, lack of ventilation, light and sanitary facilities, excessive land cover-

33 age, deleterious land use or obsolete layout, or any combination of these or 

34 other factors, are detrimental to the safety, health, morals, or welfare of 

35 the community; 

36 (e) A growing or total lack of proper utilization of area:s caused by the 

37 condition of the title, diverse ownership of the real property therein and 

38 other conditions, resulting in a stagnant · and unproductive condition of land 

39 potentially useful and valuable for contributing to and serving the public 

40 health, safety and welfare. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 529 

STATE OF NEW.JERSEY 

INTRODUCED MARCH 5, 1951 

By Mr. JOYA 

Referred to Committee on Housing 

AN AcT to amend an act entitled" An act defining 'blighted area,' authorizing 

municipalities to determine that areas are blighted areas, and to undertake 

the clearance, replanning, development and redevelopment of such areas,'' 

approved May twenty-ninth, one thousand nine hundred and forty-nine 

(P. L. 1949, c. 187). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section one of the act of which this act is amendatory is amended to 

2 read as follows : 

3 1. As used in this act, the term ''blighted area'' shall mean an area in any 

4 municipality wherein there exists any of the conditions hereinafter enumer-

5 ated: · 

6-16 (a) The generality of buildings used as dwellings or the dwelling accom-

17 modations therein are substandard, unsafe, insanitary, dilapidated, or obso~ 

18 lescent, or possess any of such characteristics, or are so lacking in light, air, 

19 or space, as to be conducive to unwholesome living; 

20 (b) The discontinuance of the use of buildings previously used for manu-

21 facturing or industrial purposes, the abandonment of such buildings or the 

22 same being allowed to fall into so great a state of disrepair as to be un-

23 tenantable ; 
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24 (c) Unimproved vacant land, which has remained so for a period of ten 

25 years prior to the determination hereinafter referred to, and which land by 

26 reason of its location, or remoteness from developed sections or portions of 

27 such municipality, or lack of means of access to such other parts thereof, o:r 

28 topography, or nature of the soil, is not likely to be developed through the 

29 instrumentality of private capital; 

30 (d) Areas (including slum areas), with buildings or improvements which 

31 by reason of dilapidation, obsolescence, overcrowding, faulty arrangement or · 

32 design, lack of ventilation, light and sanitary facilities, excessive land cover-

33 age, deleterious land use or obsolete layout, or any combination of these or 

34 other factors, are detrimental to the safety, health, morals, or welfare of 

35 the community; 

36 (e) A growing or total lack of proper utilization of areas caused by the 

37 condition of the title, diverse ownership of the real property therein and 

38 other conditions, resulting in a stagnant and unproductive condition of land 

39 potentially useful and valuable for contributing to and serving the public 

40 health, safety and welfare. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 347 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
INTRODUCED JANUARY 23, 1967 

By Assemblymen TANZMAN, WILENTZ and SEARS 

Referred to Committee on County and Municipal Government 

AN AcT to amend "An act defining 'blighted area,' authorizing municipalities 

to determine that areas are blighted areas, and to undertake the clearance, 

replanning, development and redevelopment of such areas, '' approved May 

21, 1949 (P. L. 1949, c. 187). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 10 of the act of which this act is amendatory is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 10. If the determination is that an . area is a blighted area, the govern-

4 ing body of the municipality may, but shall not be required to, acquire the real 

5 property within the area by purchase, or by eminent domain proceedings, 

6 and may proceed with the clearance, replanning, development or redevelop-

7 ment of the area as a public purpose and for public use, or the said govern­

S ing body may, by resolution, agree that a private corporation may undertake 

9 such clearance, replanning, development or redevelopment in accordance with 

10 statutory authority and subject to the provisions of paragraph 1, Section III, 

11 Article VIII, of the Constitution; provided, however, that the power of 

12 eminent dop1ain hereinbefore conferred upon the governing body of the mu-

13 nicipality shall not be exercised to acquire, for any of the purposes of this act, 

14 any property or interests in property owned or used by any public utility 

15 (as defined in section 48 :2- 13 of the Revised Statutes ) in furnishing any 

16 commodity or service which by law it is authorized to furnish; and provided 

17 further, however, that in any eminent domain proceeding instituted by virtue 

18 of the power hereinbefore conferred, the value of any property sought to be 

19 acquired shall .be fixed and determined to be no less than the value as of the 

20 date of the declaration of blight by the governing body either in the first in-

21 stance or the date of final action by the governing body upon a report by a 

22 planning board. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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