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(Local Housing Authorities - Property Exempt from Taxation)

The United States Housing Act of 1937 became law September 1, 1937, On
Hlovember 15, 1937, Governor Hareld G. Hoffman submitted a special message to the
Legislature relating to Lew Rent Housing Projects., Covernor icore, on January 31,
1938 also submitted a special message urging state enabling legislation to take
advantage of the federal funds, Neither message menticned the tax status of the
housinge .

The first lsgislation we have located giving tax exemption to public
housing authorities was in New York State (N. Y. Laws 193L, co L4) It provided:
The property of anauthontyahﬂlbemxnptt?mdllocalandmcipal uaxas"

‘ NOTES ON FEDRARAL HGUSING ACT F 1937 |
k2 U.5.G.A. 1401 et seq. (42 U.S.C.A. 1410 (h)) - Ededption of projects £rg3 m

Laws 1937, Chapter 896, 50 Stat. 891 =
This act did not require complet tax tion 10 (a) md% pm

‘We checked commitfee repgits on the 1937 Housing bills, but their

to 9% tates Hor 4
PPl po 10-11, Creating a United States Housing
tee on Educaticn and s 10 accompany Sel

. {3) Annual contributions. -- The actual cost of the
- program to the Federal Government is involved in the
provision for anmal contributions (sec. 10), which
is the distinetive feature of the bill. These annual

contridutions will cperate as follows:

Whenever a low-rent hcusing project is pla.nned,
the locality operating the project will make a
simple computation of all the snnual charges which will
have to be covered by those paylng the rentals., So
much must be collected eacih year for repaying in full
the principal and intersst on the Federal lcan and on
other loans, So much musi be colleected each year for
operating expenses, vacancies, maintenance, and repairs,
and for taxes. The aggregate of all these charges re-
present the Reconcmic rental“ on the pro,ject..
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When this "economic rentai® is determined, the
Federal Authority will, upon approval, make a contract
to pay fized and uniform annual contributions in the
amount necessary to reduce this “economic rental® to
the lsvel of very low income groups.

For a detailed history of this act, seet

7828 = HcDoanell; T. L.
136 The Wagner Housing Act3 a case study of the
legislative process. 1957 (copy enclosed)

¢ | Lows 1949, Chapter 238 - 63 Stat. 129, Legtslative histary: 1549 U.3, Code
N ~ Congressional 1550.

The following hearings, which the State Librs
discussion of tax exempticn of public housing:

docsnotm,mhanscm

, Edwin H,

oruuammsumaming i
: 2 ' befors the Committee on |
% e oo . DBanking. and Gnrramy, House of Representatives.
i © 75th Congress, lst Session, on H.B. 5033. 313p. Ky
1 : August, 1937. ‘jjh? N
4 Testimony by John L. Imlia, Fiorello H, LaGuardia, _
@ Miles Frisbee, Henry Ellenbogen, Harvld ickes, Morion : 7
4 Bodfish, Samusl F. Clabaugh, etc, : :

“ . U, Se Congress. Congress. To create a Un.’:.ted Statea
Housing Authority. Hearings before the Comuitiee on
-~ Education and Labor, U. S. Senate, 75th Congress,
1st Session, on 8. 1685. 231p. May, 1937

Testinony by Helen Alfred, Catherine Bauer,
Howard A, Oray, William Green, Ficrelle Laluardia,
Herbert S. Horrison, Warren Vinton, Coleman Woodbury, etc.
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U. S, Congress. United States Housing Act of 1936..
Hearings before the Committee on Education and Lahor,
United States 3enate, 7Lth Congress, 2d Sessicn, cn
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S.uli2h, 369 Pe April, 19360

Testimony by Committee for Economic Recovery,
Ernest J, Bohn, Miles Colean, Horatio Hackett,
Peter Grimm, John Orady, Herbert U, Nelson, Rev,
Jom A, Ryan, Walter white, etc,

i U, S Congress, House., Banking and Currency Committee.
0 To create Housing Authority, Hearings, 75th Congress,
e ~ 1st Sessiom, on H.R. 5033, August 3-6, 1937. 31Sp.

‘ ; : Ues 8. Congress. Senate. Education and Labor Committee,
o : : To ereats Housing Authority, Hearings, 75th Congress,
- lst S‘SM, on 8.1635c kpnl u’w 11, 193?0 231;&.

- Re Se 55:.11::\-20 (Local Bouaing Autha-itiea taxes

assesazents.) | '

. Laws 1938, Chapter 19 = A-56 = sem, 20 (pro from tax levy) Introduced
by Mr. Wilensky. L

\ This b1l had statements

Federsal Govermeuts in providing adequate, safe and ‘
. decent housing facilities for low inccme gersons.
‘ momuuﬂlbcndanaihhlaforapmworthm N
- years, upon passage of this and other enabling legislation, e
by the United States Housing Authority, o~

The mamdedm:mryzéthbytheusubly,waddmindicaud
mdingto seotion 20¢ ,

manchpubnc proportydevotedto:uch:pnblm
purpmcahallb.uaupttmnmmoumdapcm
assegsments of the State or any political subdivision
/3/ thereot /7 as long as such public property regains
under exclusive control and jurisdiction of a )
 eathority or public body which owns or holds such propartl;

R, 8. 55:1“-27. Payments in lisu of taxes.

Laws 1947, Chapter 37k, sec. 1 = 5226 = Introduced Karch 2l, 1947 by l!r. Farleye
Ho statament on the bill. Not amended during puaago
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S531kiA-ii2, Tax status of property

Laws g&gi Chapter 300, sec. 12 - 5-259 - Introduced March 2L, 1949 by Mr. Farley.
statement

This bill suthorizes local housing suthorities L

ok R SO
to funetion as public agenciaes for slum clearance LR S
and urban redevelopment, In situvaticns where the - :f-o_‘ 1.‘;‘:’:_ T
rebuilding of the blighted area, in whole or in part, R R
as public housing may not be suitable, the local ¥ g
howsing anthorities are empowered to resell the B AN =i
cleared sites for other uses, They may cocperate BT DU ;
with, and obtain funds from, Federal agenciss w ‘;;? ) “:f"" -
accomplish the purposes of this bill, S g.,,? .

mesolcwarzéz, sec. 1 roduced March 6, 19§0by!!r.

& atitadbnts

: .? ‘
Eot amndnd dm-ingpasaagoo HoinonT, . J ,\ L 3';:.“;. .
" The B 3 532] is to amend Ch. 300 ' B
of the b take into account provisions

3 g Housing Aet of 1949 for Fedsral
ance and urban redevelopment projects.

-~

8

BS/Jmg



