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LEOISLATIVB HISTORY OF R. S. $5:1.41-20 

(Local Housing .Authorities - Property Exempt fro• Taxation) 

The Uni'ted States Houaing A~ ot 1937 became lav Sept.etaber 1, 1937. On 
Hovenmer 151 1937, Oovemor Harold a. Hoffman subadtted a spec1a.l message to the 
Legislature relating to Lmr Rent HoUsing Projects. Governor Moore, on January 31~ 
~9.38 al.so eutmitted a special mess&f,?;e ursing state enabling legislat.ion to take 
advantage ot the federal .funds. Nei tber message mentioned the tax stat.ua o! tbe 
housing. 

The !int legislation we have located giving tax ex~Uon to pubUc 
housing authorities was in New York State {N. Y. Lawa 1934, Co 4) It provided& 
liThe property of an authority aball be 8DJllPt !rom all local and municipal tuu•. 

We checked co t 
o£ local. tax exemption v 

· low rent.a. The 1'ollanll2" 
Author! tb .Report. o~ the "Sallli'U:-t-

.JUlY 22~ 19)71 ' ' 

(3) .Ann'Ual ceat.ributioaa. - The act.ual. coet o£ t..be 
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·· -prograa to the federal Gcmmlaent 1a imolved in the 
proriaion !or annual contributions (sec. 10) 1 which 
is the dininctin feature of the bill. These annual 
contributions vUl. operate aa tallows& . 
~ a lov-ren~ housing project ia planned, 

the l.ocal1t7 operating the project will make a 
simple computation ot all the annual. chargee vhicb vill 
have to 1M covered by tbo:se ~the rentala. So 
much must be collected each year !or rep~ in full 
the principal and interest on the Federal loan and on 
other loans. ·So D1Ch mwrt. be colleoted each year for 
operating upenaea1 vacancies, maint,enance1 and repairs, 
and tor taxea. The qgregate ot_ all theM chargea re­
present t.he aeccnomic rental'* __ on tbe proJect. 
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When this "ecanomic rent.al.• is det.eftd.ned• the 
Federal .Authority will, upon approval, make a contract 
to pq .tbed and un:U'orm annual cont.ribut.iona 1D the 
aa:nmt. .D8G888&17 to reciuce this •economic rent.al11 to 
'lhe l.aftl. ot ftr1' low income groups. 

lor a d.etaile4 hiatoq of tb1a act., seea .. 
1"B28 McDonnell, T. L. 
MlJ6 The Wagner Bouairlg Act.J a case at.ud;y of the 

legi8latiw process. 19$7 (cow enclosed) 

tan~Cbapt.erp8 • 6) Stat. ~. Legislatin hiator.rz 1949 u.s. Code 
Cofl&NHl.Oii&I Siirloe lSSO. 

fhe toUowing bellri.ftca, vbich the State Li.b'NLPW>1 
d:iac:uaion . ot tax exeaspU.cn t4 public housings 

• 

. Spengler' .Edwin H • 
.Exa.ption ot public and J.iJai.IHIIol~~~d housing 

projeete. !!! 'fax exemptions ax Policy 
League, J09 E. )4th Stree 

u. s. caapreaa. Sl.wa 
BGU'iDp before the c 
Laber, Uaitecl ST4t.P...~· 
Seaaion, on s. 

• 

• fQ u..,, .Ed.warci s. 
-~ .I.Qriitiir_.; eltm Jltl'ed, C&t.heriu 

. 1 Milton Lowenthal, J'l'aDCea 
Poat., etc. 

create a UDi.tecl St.atea Housing 
J.utboft; • before t.l:ll eo.ittee cm 
BaDJdDCaDil Cur1'GD071 Bouse ot Bepxuentat.ivee • 
7S'h eoapua, lat Seaaion, on LB. .$0).3. J]Jp •. 

. Aupatr, 1937• 

1'uiJ.Iaon7 lJT John L. Levia1 Fiorello H. t.a.Guardi&, 
M1ln J'riab .. , Hem7 Kl.lenbogen, Harold Iona, Monon 
Bcxlf'iah1 Saa\l8l. F. C1 abaugh, etc • 

. . u. s. Congress. CoJ:liress. To create a UDited Stat.ea 
Houaing Authority. Hearings before the Coallittee en 
'EducatiOA and Laber, u. s. Senate, 7Stb Congress, 
l.at Session, on s. 1.68.5. 2.)lp. Mair, 1937 

Te1Jt.imon7 'b7 Helen Al.rred, Catberl.ne Bauer, 
. Howard A. Orq, Willie Green, J'iorello LaGuardia, 

Herbert s.; Morrison, \iarren Vinton, Coleman Woodbur,y, etc. 

u. s. Congress. United States Housing Act. of l9J6. 
HevJ.Dgs be! ore the Comm1 ttee Gn EdUcation and Labor, 
United States Sena.te, 74th Congress, 2d 5eaaion1 en __ · 
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s.4424. 369 P• April, 1936. 

Teatiraoey b7 COiait tee tor Economic Recove17 1 
Ernen J. Bobn1 Miles Colean, Horatio .Hackett, 
Peter Gri.za1 John Grady, Herber$ U. Nelaon1 ReY. 
John A. Ryan, Walter w'hite, etc. 

u. s. Coagreaa. Roue. Banldng and Currenc7 COIIIIIittee. 
To create HouaiD& Aut.horitT1 Hearings, 7St.h Congress" 
lst Session, ora H.a. 50.33. AUgut .3-6, 19.31. Jl,6p. . 

ll. s. Conaress. Senate. Educat.icm and Labor COPIIIittee. 
To create HouaiD& Authority 1 Sea:ri.np. 7Stn ~. 
lat. Sea8icn1 on s.l68S. April ~ 111 19.37. 2.3lp. 

·a. s. S.SalbA-20. (Local Houaing Authorities -taxes 

· . Las 1938, ChaJ?!er ~ • A-96 • aea. 20 (pro'»er~._.iliP\ traa tax JJn;r) IDtrcxluced. 
. by Mr. Wilen•kf• 

• 

, ... I~I!',(J~ or arrr wmictpaliv 
:Jio't""U'Oti~sg ~t.i• tor the purpoee 
mclrb~eollt u separate 

requil'faenta ot the 
r un and pwsita tedenl 

.l~CD..:H~I$t~~~~e J'UViaUcna and aatepai'Cia · · 
azr~:ac~ent. eccmoaical ada:l matnt.i.CD 

It. f4 thia ~ to prcrr:1.de the MChiJW2.7 
tar leca.1 t.i.• cooperat.ing vi t.h lbe State ad. 
Fedanl Goverm.nte in pJ'OV'i.diDg adequate, aate ancl 
decent. houaing faciUtiea tor lov iracou JIC'8CIIl8• 
.Allot.ata will be llade ava:Uable tor a peri.od of tbne 
years, upon puaaae of th1a and other eaaUng lea:ialat.ica, 
b7 the United statu Boua1na Autborit,-. 

· · '%he wu aMDdecl OD JaJllW'7 28th b7 the Aaaembq1 to add~ indicated 
wording· to aeotrion 20t 

· ' All 8uch publio propert,y- devoted \o auch a public 
pvpoee aball be ex8111Pt troa all tau a aDd apeoial 
&a8M811811ta ~ tbl State or arq polit.1cal aubd1ria1CD 
liJ thezteo.t r.7 aa long aa su.cb public ey,.~z ~!'!! 
UDder exalualft control. and jurisdict.ion ol a ~ 
aathority or- puQJ;c bOdj which owa or holds sUCh#OPertzJ 

R. s. SStlb.A.-27. Pqmenta in Ueu ot taea. 

~ 1947, Chapter 374, sec. 1 - s-226 • Introduced itarcb 241 1947 b.r Mr. Farlq. 
10 eta~ em the bill. lot aaendec1 cluriDg puaap. · 
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SSal.hA-42. Tax otatua ot property 

]'A~4&.J~•r 3QQ1 sec. 12 - S-2$9 - Int.roduced March 2.4, 1949 b7 Mr. Farla;y. 
stateMat.a 

Tbia bill a.uthorizea local bousing authorities 
to lutaoUon as public agencies tor alum clearance 
and u:rb&D redevelopment. In situations where tbe 
l"8buUd1Da of the blighted ana, in whole or in part, 
u public housing· ru.y ·not be suitable, the local 
bc•ahJC at.boriti .. an empowered to resell the 
cl.e&Ncl sit" for other uaes. They 11&7 cooperate 
with, aad obtain funds !rom, Fadaral agencies t.o 
acea~pJ1eb tbe purpoaa o:t this bill. 

6. -~which ~~ 
pri"fda indi'Cd duals or '"rpGjl.'ff!\~111!: 

--·~~~ atat\1.1 u , ...... such 1 .. 
£rJQiij} private indivi~~ 

Law l9SO, Chal*ter 262, aeo. 1 
iio\ anuma8C1 dUi'!lii pasaap. 

.. 
tbe·~:aiVc iS to 81l&d Ch. 300 

ol tM· 
of the 

,'aid w 

to t.ake into aecou:rrt. prorlaions 
""'T_,.~ Housing Act ~ 1949 for federal. 
~~- and urban rednel.opment. projects. 
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