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et sei~ . \/ 
: 5- - Ir 11 , 25 ✓c.-~- 7/ 

October 6, 1955 

MEMO: 

SUBJECT: 1'aterials relating to the passage of Chapter 96 of the Laws of 1948-
In Rem Tax Foreclosure. ------------~·~ 
We have made a search of the Libr2..ry1 s holdings but find rio record o:f 

any hearings or re;:;orts relative to the above act. ~·:e have contacted .the S-t.ate 
League of l~unicipc,li ties who h&..ve loaned to us t:hree mimeographed iterns. ·which 
may be of interest to you. 

-··vie are also forwarding to you three bound volumes of the New Jersey 
Municipalities magazine. Articles rihich nay be of help to you are so marked,. 
1'hese were submitted to the rr:2.g;:;1:3ine by Nicholas Albc:..>10 of the Tax Porec:losure 
Division of the City of Newark at that tine. He is noTi s~cretary of th8 Ne-w 
Jersey Institute of Attorneys, City Hall, I:m·r2.1·k, fc,n~erly knm,n as 1:-he ;:;f,m , 
Jersey association of munici:;:-al attor~1ey::: Y,io spor1:.cre~: Tri th t!:c: Stats 'Leagt:e 
of Mun.:i cipali ties ~onate B:ill Xo. 260 of 1948 which becar.1e Chapter ?6 cf the 
Lm.s of Nen Jersey for that year. 

We have also checked the newspaper files during the time \his bill' 
progressed through 'the legislc:ture but were una.ble to fip.ci any i te:rns relating 
to it. 

The First Report of the l\eYt Jersey Cor!miission on State Tax Policy · 
included _herewith deals with Ta.-x Lien Fore~losure on .,.,aa-es 41 to r,o. · .t-'. 0 
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363 L E G I S L- ·A T I V E INDEX 

NOTATION:3 SCR 8 Van Alstyne Apr. 8 - (';\·i~hout 
ner~rellC<') Pir~cts !-;\:,.te Tax l'ollcy Co,n­
nli~::-:lon !--tudy <ptest inn o( rataiil~ 10<;9 by 
rnuniclpalltics be•c.<use or lax exempt 
t•rop<>rty. 

•,(:/· 

Apr. 8-TI•_-p,,rtt'd. 
Apr. 8-n.,a,I ,-,,cond time. 
Apr. 9-.,-Am,n<kd. 
Apr. 9-I'assc<.l in S<,nate, amended. 
·Apr. 11}--Hec, ivccl in Assembly. 
Apr. 10-);-o Hefer<'ncc. ' 

· Apr. 11-Head ,scco?1d time. 
Apr. 11-Passed in Assembly. 
SCR Pascoe A[>r. 11-- (>Vlthout Refer­

ence) Commends Slatr, :-.retor Vchkl~ De­
partment for highway safety pror,Tam. 

Apr. 11-l'asscd in s~nat ... 
SCR 10 Farley A pr. 12.C...(\Vithout Ref­

erence) Jl<,<Juests Attnrn<>y General to n.p­
ply to Supreme Court to ch,rn;;e rul."·S 
respectln~ a<l!11l~!-.ion of attorneys as 
counsellors-~t-ht v;. 

.Ar,r. 12-Passrtl in Scnat'!. 
'Apr. 12-l'assed in Assembly. 
~gn 11. Fa, l~y J,rr, . H~(,Yit!H'IJt npf. 

eter.ce), Creates comrnittee of commercial 
and ,_ports fish,,rmen to stu<.ly fl.oiling 
probk,ng ~rnd conservation or fish in 
coastal wat('rs ~ nd. b:lys. 

Apr. IZ-Passcd In Senate. 
Apr. 12-Passed in AEsembly. 

ASSEMBLY BILLS 
· Complete History of Each Bill 
Introduced in the· Lower House 

· A 1 W. H. Jones .\far. 11 - Provides 
State Racing Commis~!on of three mt,m• 
ber~; requires Jockey Club approval for 
track cmp!oyes prior to licensing L;- Com­
mission; 1·.:;q:1in.'s lrnt of racing cori-,iora-

-,. . tlons' stockholders be flied with Comr,-ils-
. . sion,; Provi:ics State recei we portion o! 

. · · breakage under sliding scale depending en 
nounts w.af;t-red at races. 
:!\Iar. l 1--.JudicidI y Com. • 

: A 2 W. H. Jones ~-rar. !!-Provides ac-
011s in ren1 to bar rcdemrtion rif;hts !n 
acar.t i~1.n~~ to wh~•~h rn.'llnicipalidcs hold 

( , .. ta~;;: title- lio:.:ns; n .. <:uir2.s four-year 13.pse 
- . after tax ::·:..1!£ d::-... tc t,c1orc such act ·on.5 

· rn:iy De 1:-.c:.::tutcd; provides t'-1.X a~sess­
m~17ts on such p:operty C')ntinue after tax 
6&1e · 

:\far. 11-Judiciary Cc,m. 
Nar"H-HeJ)orted by com. sub, 
:Mar. l&-Rcad sr-cond time. 

' )far. 2:t-Amend1.:rl. 
·~1ar. 29-Com. sub. passed in AsscmbJy, 

amended. 
Apr. 1-:-ece\''."d /n s~nate. 
A;\r. 1-Lnatwn Com. 
.Ai,r. IIJ-REµort~d with com. amcnd's; 
Apr. J 0--R~a.J ~ecVit\l tlm 2. 
Apr. 12-Pa~.sP.d in Senate, arnended. 
Apr. U-1:ccdved in Assembly. 
Apr. 12-P.Prall€d by Senate. 
Apr, 12-R,~co:isid,-,, ed and Laid O-;er in 

Senate. 
. A 3, W. H. Jones :\1ar. -~5-Permits vet-

era.nR to qu.clify for public pension fund_ 
n1en1bersh!:r.s <:ontaining n1axin1u1n ag-e 
1''.mits IC snch vetencns could haYe quallt1ed 
at tlr11e of entering arrn,:;d forces. 

. Apr. 1--l"a!-=scd in As!Sernbly, 
Apr. 10-T'assed In Se:i;i.te. 
May 6--App,·oved, Ch.:pter 308. 
A 4 \'I/. H. Jones :>far. 25-Pcrmlts Yct­

ernns to qi..nliiy f:,r publlc positions con­
talniru:: maximum ai;c limits If such Yet­
era!is could have qualirl~d at time o! 

.entcrtrn; arn~Ed inrccs. 
Apr. I-T''lSSe<l In Assembly. 
Apr. 10-Pc,ss,:d in i",:.natP. 
Apr. 30--Appr,)Ved, Char,ter 20J. 
A 5 W. H. Jcnes )Tar. ~6 - Pc-n:its 

Eoan.1s of Frec>hold€rs in first and second 
clac;s counties to cre~.te sanitary sewer 
districts. 

.)tar. 2~-Judlc'id.ry Com. 
~tr..r. 2¼-1!ep,. 1!·ted. 
)1~r. ::-i-l:e~-.. d ~rrond time. 
Apr. 9-.-\r.wnd,,d. 
Apr. 9-P,,.,s<'d In Assembly, amended. 
Apr. IO-Received In Senate. 
Apr. IO--);o P..efrr€:nre. 
Apr. lO-Rev1 second time. 
Ai1r. lfl.....-An-,en<led. 
Apr. 10-PP.sscc'. in S,·note, amend ,d. 
Apr. 11-Ben. arnend. r,~1s3rd 1n .\sscn1b. 
Apr, 23-Approveci, Chapter 123. 

NOTATIO:-s 

/' 
l· 

A 6 W. H. Jones Apr. 1-Permits auto­
mobile ~liort w;i.ve radl.o ,s 0 t.s .,,..cept in 
fr~'lll<'nclr:,; nssl1!11Nl to polir•,, fire depart• 
1nents and otht•r puldtc :q;('ncfes., 

Apr. D---l'a!'-secl ·jn .1\!-:'.!--Pmbl)·. 
Apr. lO-l'a3s;cd In 8+,nrrte. 
May 3-Approved, Ch;.pter 268. 

A 7 W. fi. Jones Jan. 14-Llmlts to 
three the number o( race °tracks pcrmls.-
11lble; provides l>reakage i;o to State. 

Jan. H-Judiclary Com. 

A 8 Leonard Jan. H-Provldes ifi,000 
ye3rly p,,nsion for Errors and Appeal3 
Court Judges aged 6-1 and In Judicial office 
16 years. 

Jan. 14-Judiciary Com. 
Jan. 21-Reported by com. sub. 
Jan. 21-nead s~cond time. 
Jan. 2S-Com .. i;ub., amended. 
Jan. 28-Ccm. sub. passed in Aesembly, 

amended. 
Jan. 28-Recetved In Senate. 
Jnn, i§=Jndlcill.ry Com. 
1''eb. 11-Com. sub. reported ~Ith com. 

nmend"s. 
Feb • .Jl--Read second t!mt, 
Feb. 11-Com. sub. p~.ssed In Senate, 

amen<ied. . . 
Feb. 11-SenatP. Amend. received fl>. A!!.-· 

. sernbly. · 
Feb.·U-Xo Re(ererce. 
},'eb, ·11-Read 8CCOnd time. 
Feb. 11~'3en. amend. p:iss2d In Assemb. 
Feb. 15--Approved, Chapter 6. 

A 9 Leonard Feb. <{--Fixes new license 
schedule for motor trucoks or more than 
15,000 pounds gross weight. 

Feb. ~-Judicic.ry. Com. 
Mar. IS-Reported by com. sub. 
J\far. 18-R<'ad Recond tir1e. 
Mar. IS-Com. sub. passct.1 In As~embly. 
Apr. 1-Recallcd from Senate. ' 
Apr. 2-Rcceivcd ·111 Assembly. 
Ap'.". 2-Reeonsidered . 
Apr. 2..'.-Amcndcd. 
Apr. 2-Com. sub. pass::d In Assembly, 

Apr, 
,Apr. 
Apr. 
Ai:,s; 
Apr. 

amended. 
2-Receivcd In Senate. 
2-Xo Rc·fcrcnce. 
2-Read ~econc! tirn~ .. 
!'!--f'rt~:-oo?d in St:.nai.e. 
~Approved, Chapter ,1~. 
' ' 

A 10 W; H. Jones Apr. S ----" CWlthot<t 
Reference) lncrea,;es State s,iare or pari­
mutuel wagers of race meets from (our 
to ~i,c per cent. 

Apr. 8-Re;id second timP.. 
Apr. , 8-Lost In AssemhJ:,•: 

A 11 W. H. Jones .Apr. S - C\Vithout 
Ref€:rence) Pro,·ides breakage from race 
meet,; be paid to St8.te; 1irovidcs break­
ag·e be paid every seventh day during 
race meets with sworn statements, o( 
an"ounts. 

Apr; 8-Re;i.d second time. 
Apr. 8-Lost 1.n Ass~mbi;•. 
Apr. 9-f:econsirlere•l. 
.Apr. !:)-PassE·ct in. ~\..';:;~emh!y. 
Apr, 9-Receiv<>d !n Senate. 
Apr; 9--Jurlida~y Cor. 
Apr., 11--Reported v.·1 tn c-om. amend's. 
Apr. 11-Read second time. 
Apr. ll-1".,ss•'d !n, Senate, amended . 
Apr. 12·-Sen. n.mf•nd. p3.!_-~e([ in Assern:>. 
Apr. 25--Approved, C.hapte•· 1,69 .. _ ·(° 

.P. 12 W. H. Jones Apr. ,5 - (Without 
Refp,enc .. ) P.rduces permissible number o! 
race tracks from four to three.< 

Apr. 8-Rend second t:me. 
:Apr. S~Lost in Assemb_ly. 

·A 13 W. H. Jones Ar,r. 8 - (Without 
Refcr:.:nce) Requires ro:-:;ti11r.; of infonra­
tior. conct:rn:ng- directors and conccrnir1;:; 
stockholct:-r.s. os;,,•nin.~ one per cent of stcc~ 
o( rd.elr~o ns:-;o,:1attnns; r('quires applica­
tion,, to:· ra<:'c' n:e~t~ to Le available !or 
public in~pc-cc:on . 

Ap1·. S-P~~-"'t-'0: !n /.,.,s~-:mh1y. 
Apr. 1 l-r';.<".:$~ 1 d in 8-f'D:1.~e. 
Apr, 25--Ap;,roved, Chapter 170. 

A 14 W. H. Jones Apr. S - ("Without 
Refc-rPnce) I"rovid,0 s that rael~ stew­
ards, accountants antl vetrrlnarians en1-
ploy~d n t r:1.2e n1cets 1'e paid by State. 

Apr. B--ra~~td ln A.~~i:T.1.bly. 
Apr. 11-P,.ssecl In 1'c,1ate. 
Apr. 25--Fi!ed in State Library. 
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INTRODUCED ?\[ARCH 4, 1946 

By Mr, PASCOE 

Referred to Committee on Taxation 
•. 

AN .A..cT providing an additional and alternate remedy for the foreclosure of the 

right of redemption of vacant lands from tnx sales when there has been· no 

redemption for a period of seven years from the date of the tax. sale, a·na '. 

supplementing chapter five of Title 54 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the.Senate and General .Assembly of the State of New 

.2_Jersey: 

1 1. · "'\Vben the premises eovereq· by any ccl'tiflcate of tax snle consist of,· 
' 

' . 
2 vacant land, and when there bas been no redemption within seven years frc,m 

3 the date of sale of the P.rer:µises for which the certificate of tax sa1e was i.:,- ' 

4 sued, then in ad'dition to, and as an alternate remedy to any other remedy . 

5 provided by any ~aw, the purchaser, his heirs o.r assigns, after the expiration 

' 
6 of seven years from the date of the : tax sale, \vhethcr notice to redeem 4as 

7 been given or not, may institute a proceeding in equity in the Co_urt of Chan-

. 8 •rery; by filing a petiti~n therein, to foreclose the right of reclemptio:r.., ·without_ · 

9 specifically ~rnming the persons w1o liave or may have a right of redemption. 

10 Upon filing the petition, the right to redeem shall exist and continue until 

. 11 ba~rcd by the decree of the Court ?f Chancery . 

1 . 2. The proceeding shall be entitled su?stantially as follows·: 
-

() 
., ... "In tbc )fatter of tltc Forcclo:oi11g of Tax Sale (\·rtificate of. ..... · .. 

3 . ..................... · ... , affecting lands in ....... ~; ............... . 

4 now or formerly of ...... · .... : ........................... on Petition 

5 
:.; 

of " ............................. 

.. 
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6 -Tl1ere shall be inserted in said title in the blank spac'e8 tlic narpc of the 

7 municipality which issued tl1c certificate or certificates, the name or n:imcs c,f 

· 8 tho grantee or_grantees appearing in the last deed of record.in the corinty re..: 

9 cording office of the county in which the prennses are located, and also · the 

10 name of the petitioner. 

. -11- The respondents shall not be specifically named but .shall be designated 

• .12 by words substantially as follows: "the persons having or claiming to have.· 

· 13 an interest in the parcel or parcels of vacant land described· in the petition, n 

1 3. In any such proceeding the vacant lands to be affected tbereby shall be 
. ' 

. 2 .described in the petition as nearly as possible by metes and bounds or by · 

· .. 3 reference to a map filed in the office of the county recording office, in the cou~ty 

. 4 where the premises arc located, arid by the designation shown on the tax.dup-

5 licate of the municipality, including a recital of the name or namc8 of· the· 

6 grantee or grantees appearing .in the last deed. of record affecting the prcm-

. 7 ises, in the said county reco'rding office, and the number of the book and"page 

8 of said re·corded deed, togetbcr ,vit:h such other c:~planatory d.?scription as· .the 
' ' ( ' ( I 

9 petitioner may desire to insert. ( '' 

1 4. Upo~ or after the filing of the petition, an orig~nal notice in lieu of 

2 a writ ::;hall issue out of tl?,e Court of Chancery returrtable sixty days after 

3 the date of such issuance, requiring the respondents, if they so <;!~sire, to 
~ . ' ~ 

.. 4 arnnver or appear or give n,otice on or before such return date of intention to 

5 redeem. 

6 The original notice shall be delivered to the sheriff of the county ,~·herein 

. 7 the lands affected are situate. Such sheriff shall post a copy of foe ~oiice ort 

· 8 such lands within not less than thirty days prior to the return date of thc-

9 notice, and shall endorse a certificate of such posting upon the original notiC;c, 

10 wh~ch original notice and said endorsement shall be filed \-..ith the Court o{ 

11 Chancery. For any sncl1 posting foe sheriff shall be cmtit1ed to the same fees 

12 as though he served a subpcrna ad respondcm1um upon a defendant, and if 

13 there be more than 011c posting required, he shall receive nn additional fee of 

14 one dollar ($1.00) for _c.wh such J)osting, but not to exceed twenty-fi~'C dollnn, 

f 

J 
I 
i . 
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1 t>. 'J1]1e notice shall ,set forth that a pc-titio11 l1as liccn fikJ. in Uie Court of 

2 Chancery, giving the title of the proccedii1gs, stating in substance the purpose 

3 of the petition, and describing the lan<ls affectc<l sufficiently to identify them. 

•. ,- -. • 4 The notice shall state in, substance that any and all persons having or claim-

.· . 
. - .. 

. 5 ing to have an interest in said lanc1s and desiring to contest the allegations of 

6 the petition or to redeem the land.s from the tax sale or tax sales, arc required 

7 to file in the office of the Clerk in Chancery an answer. pr notice of intention· 

8 to redeem and that such answer or notice to redce1n must be filed in said 

·. 9 clt?rk's office on or before the date specified as the return date of the notice, 

10 and said notice shall stat(} in sulisin.nce that upon failure to file an 2nswer, or 

11 upon failure to file such notice· of intention ,vithin the time and at the place 

-- 12 aforesaid, a decree may be entered barrh1g any and all right of redemption of 

· 13 said. lands from the tax sale or tax sales. 

14 A copy of such original notice shall be published once a week for two 

15 weeks consecutivel; in a newspaper published and circulating in the ~u~ici,-

16 pality where the affected premises are located, an<l if tht-•re be no' such nc~ws-
' ' 

17 paper, then in a newspaper published an<l circulating in the coudy wherein 

' ' 
18 the premises are located. The first pifblication shall be not less •t.han thirty 

19 days before tbe refurn da~e specified in the notice .. Rroof of such publication 

20 shall be filed with the Clerk in Chancery. , 

6. In any su~h proceeding, tl1_e State of Xe·w Jersey may he ·made a· re-

2 s1jondent by serving a copy o( the origin.'al notice upon the Att9rney-General 
' ' ' 

3 together with a copy of tbe p'etitinn: Proof of service upon the Attorney_-

4 General ot acknowledgme~t of su'ch· service shall be filed with' the Clerk m . 

5 Chancery: 

1 7. By the final decree, the State of Ne,v Jersey may be bnrrcd from irny 

. : 2 and all right to re~eem the lands, and such decree shall effectually cut off 

a any interest: of the State tbcreiu bt·ctrnse of aE C'schcat or by rc:1son of any 

u 
4 lien for Stnte taxes imposed subscqucmt to the tinrn of tl1c imposition of the 

5 lien for the municipal taxes d(;scribecl in the bx sale certificate, and any 
· 6 other lien which the State of New .T crscy may have arising subsequent to the 

7 imposition of the ~nunicipal taxes upon which the tax sale is basc·d. 

.... 

I. 

, 

I 
l 

l 
! . 
' I 

l 
' I 
i 
! 

i 
f 
I 



H 
;. 
·1 

.... , •' 

... _ ·:.-: 
""';" 

:,>'· :· 

,,( I 

: . 

4 

1 8. In any sncL proccc<ling, the couuty \dw·rcin the 'lan<ls affected nre 

2 situate may be made a respondent by serving a ·copy of the original notice 

3 upon the eounty clerk of Ruch county not 'less than thirty <lays prior to 
' . ' 

. 4 the return date of the notice, and by the final decree said county ID!J,Y be 

5. barred from any fight to redeem the lands, a:!ld such decree shall eiiectually 

6 cut off .any interest of the county therein. 

1 - 9. In any such ··proceeding, causes of action of tbe same kind may be 
. '• 

2 joined irrespectiye of diversity of ownership or fotcrest; provided, all of the 

_ 3 parceh of vacant land affected lie withi_n the _same taxing district. 

1 10. A lis peridens shall be filed in respect to any such proc~eding, and 

' -2 i·hcn filed shall be deemed to be sufficiently indexed if indexed only against 

·3 the name or names.of such gra~tee or grantees in the last deed of record 

4 affecting ·t1ie premises m the county recording office of the county in which 

5 the a:ff9ctecl premises are located. ·· 

1 11. ~he practice and 1:>rocedure of the Court of Chancery applicable. to 

2 suits or proceedings' in rem or quasi in r~m in that court shall gov~rn 'the 
·' . 

3 praet,ice and procedure in any procce<liug under the provisions of this act, 

· 4 except as otherwise provided herein. 
I • 

l rn. µ. ;my su'ch proceeding, if an answer be :filed within the time limited, 

' 
2 the issue or issues raised thereby shall be determined by the court. 

3 If :a notice or n~tices of intention to redeem be filed witliin th,e time 

I. 

_ 4 limited, the person filing the. sam:: shall be entitled to notice 'of the time and . 

5 place fi:s:cd for redemption and of the amount required to be paid fo redeem, 

6 as _set by the Court of q~1ancery or by a Master to whom the matter may 

7 be ref erred. .. 
':•·· .. · 

11 13. If no answer be filed, or if the issues raised by any answer shall be 

· 2 d~termined adversely to the answering· respondent, the amount required to 
··- ,,:. . . . . 

3 redeem and the time and place for redemption shall be fixed by the court, 

· 4 or if tlie court shall not hear the matter itself,_ there shall be a reference 

5 to a l\Iastcr of tbe Court of Chancery to ascertain the truth of the allega-
. . . ·•····, . 

G ·Hons ·of the petition and to report thereon,· including the amount required 
V 

7 to redeem and the time and place .fixed for redeuiption.· The Master shall 

I' 
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8 report ihc amount required to he paid to redeem the lands aml shall specify 
t., 

9 the time and place fixed for ·such redemption, and unless there be c.:rnse to 

10 the contrai-y, sucb report shall be confirmed by the court. 

· -A notice of the amount required to 1:edcem and of ·the time and- place 

12 for redemption sl1all be posted upon tlw lands aff ecLed, not less than twenty 

13 ·days before the. date set for redemption, and there shall be one publica-

14 tion of such ~rotice in a newspaper publisl)ed and circulating in the munici-

15 pality where the premises are located, and if there be no such newspaper, 
. . 

16 then in a ne,vspaper published and circulating in the county wherein the 

17 premises are located, sucJ.1 publication to take place not less than tw~nty 
.• 

18 days before the date set for redemption. Proof of such posting an~ such 

. 19 publication shall be filed with the Clerk in Chancery. 

'1 14. If the lands a·ffected · are not redeemed within th~ time limited, as 

2 shown by the report of the ]\faster to _whom the matter was referred and 

3 filed with the clerk of the court, the petitioner shall be entitled to a decree,, • · 
' . 

4 barring aff right of rc_demJ?tion from the :affected lands: ,and decreeing tJ1at , 

5 the petitioner has an: absolute and indefeasible estate of inheritance in fee 

6 ·siJllple therein, and ~hat no other person, nor the State of X ew J ers't!Y, no:r · 

7 the county wherein the lands are situate, has any interest therein. 

1- 15. The Court of Chancery, upon the .filiug of a •petition under this act, 
0 • I ' • 

. ' ' 
:- 2 may give full and complete relief in accordance with the provisions of thi,s 

· 3 act and in aC'cordance with any other stntntory autho_rity and wi~h the prac-_ 

4 tice .of_ the court, to b,\lr the right of redemption and to foreclose _all :prio_r 

5 or suosequent alienations and descents of the lands and encumbrar:.ces -- .. 

· 6 thereon, and to decree au absolute and indefeasible estate of inheritanc~ in 

! fee simple to be vested in the petitioner. The decree shall be final upon the 

8 respondents, their heirs, devis:es' and personal representafr,es and their or 

9 any of their heirs, devisees, executors, nclrninistrators, grantees, assigns or 

10 successors in right, title or interest, and no application shall be entered to . -
11 1:eopen the decree· after three months from tl!e date thereof, and tfo~n only 

12 upo11 the grounds of lack of juri,:;lliction or fraud in the conduct of the snit. 
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1 16. 'l'he posting and 1rnbl1cation of the original notice u;1<ler the provi~ 

2 sions of this acl shall he valid all{l effective ,vith respect to all of the rc-

3 spon<lents even though one or more of them may be infant, incompetent or 

4 nonresident. 

1 ~'7. No final ·decree shall be entered except in cases .whei·e a municipal-

2 ity is the petitioner, unless· evidence is produced in the_ proceeding that all 

3 subsequent municipal liens lmve been paid at the time of 'the commence-

4 rnent of the suit. 

1 . .18. In any such proceeding m ·the ·court of Chancery to foreclose the 
.. 

2 right to _redeem h;11J.s from the lieu. of n certificate of sale thereof issued 
. . 

.3 for nonpayment of taxes or other mu11icipal lien, the validity of t_he tax or -

4 other municipal lien for which the sale was made and certificate issued, and_ 
' 

5 the validity of the .procee<liugs to sell the lands· .shalLbe conclusi~ely pre-

6 sumed unless a respondent in the· suit shall by answer set up as a defense 
I ' • < < . 

7 ·thereto tlle invalidity of the tax or other municipal lien or the invalidity 

8 of the proceeclings to· sell or the invalidity of tho sale. , 

1 ' , 19 . . In· any proceeding· brou,ght under, the provisions of this act, if a 

: 2 respondent shall answer and set up as a defense thereto the invalidity of 

' 3 the -tax or other· municipal lien or thr. inYalidity of the proceedings to sell,· 
. ( . ' - . . { 

. ' ; 

4 or the i,nvalidity of the sale, such an answer shall operate as a stay of the __ __.--

5 proceedings in the Court of Chancery for four months fron:i the date of the' 
, I ' l , . 

· 6 filing of such ans\ver, fo enable su~h 1·c$po11dent to apply, for a writ of cer-

. 7 tioral'i t~ revi~w, the legality of the tax or other municipal lien, the. pro-.· 

·g ceedings ·to sell or the sale, a11d if such a writ slrn.il issue, the pr0cec/dings_ 

9 shall be stayed until the final determination. of the w1'it shaH have been 

10 made. If foe respondent fails to obtain a writ of certiorari for said pur-

11 -poses within . four montlis after the :filing of the answer, the court shall 

12 strike out such part of the answer as denies the validity of the tax or lega1-

13 ity of proceedings to sell or the sale, and shnll proceed as if no sucli defense 

14: had been interposed. No writ of ccrtion:,ri sbnll be nllowcc1 in any cn::;e un-

15 der th~s act after the time in which to file an nnswer or nr:;iticc to redeem has 

16 C'xpired, or after the expiration of fou_r 1no11Uis from tli,:- filing of all answL'r 
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17 denying the va1iclity of the iax or other mu11icipal lien for wbicl.1 the ]ands 
v 

18, were sold and certificate issued, or <len)'i11g 'the legality of the p,roccedings 

19 to sell the lands or_ denying the leg:nlity of sale if such answer be filed. 

1 20. In the amount required to ·redeem,. t1'.ere shall be included petition-

2 er's costs of tbe proceedings and such reasonable fees for an examination 

3 of the title and couhscl fees as the court may provide. Such costs and such 

4 all~nvances shall not be decreed to be paid by any respondent.· 

1 . ?.1. This act shall take effect immediately,. 

·STATJD1IEX'l, 

The purpose of this amendment is to simplify procedure in tax foreclosure 

by municip~Jities· or holde~s of tax sale certificates m the case of vacant land 

' ,vhen there has been no redemption within a period of seven years from the 

date of the saJe. 'l'he object is to save to mnnicipalitie:- tl1() cxpen~e of sear,~~cs 
• < 

a~1ci oth~r avoidable costs which arc <lisprcportionate as against the valu0 of 

the property, and when it is evident throu6li lapse of time and accumulatio.n of 

1.rrearages .,that the{·c is no interest in redemption. This, legislation 1s desired 

, by municipalities as an aid in clearing their tax delinquent records a~d help­

, . ing to· re3tore among -ta tables vacant· 1a11d fo1: which there are certificfltes .of 

' 
tax sale that have not been foreclosed ~ecause foreclosure costs under pres,ent 

requiremci1ts arc too high 'as compared to what could be obtained for the prop-: 

c·1·ty, ~esulting in. sncli certificates •co~1tinuing dormant ai1d such vacant land 
( ' < 

remaining virtually useless and procluctin! of 110 revenue to the municipality. 

'£he act ,voulcl be permissive and not mandatory. It would remain open to 

municipalities or holdc1·s of ccrti:fi:c:itcs to proceed as heretofore if they wished . . 

and if they thought that prcforab]e. rrhis 1cgis1ation would not detract from 

any existing rights or remedies. The mcthccl of procedure is in line ,vith the 

principle of ·other existing legislation relating to tnx foreclosures, and it is 

conformable with the purpose outlinel1 iu H. S. 5-J.:5-85, declaring tl1at the 1.Tw::; 

shall he rcganlf>d as remedial lcg·islation to encourage the harrin~ of ri,:;hts pf 

rc<lcn1ptioi1 and for the dccrceini:-: of ma rkctn lile titles. 
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1a: li,-t 'sitl1 such other ck,<·riptiu;1, if any, ns 1lie court may dirvd. 

1c) Tn -lin•cti11g nny co11ve~:ancc pnr:-:na11t to this s0ctio11, the jnd,~·nwnt 

I'• .~kll dirv ·t tltc tax collector of the municipality to ·prrpare arn1 execute a 

:.;1; d.•, d eorn·(•:-·mg· title to the parcel or parcels conccrn(•ct Fron tlie 0x0c•n-

~-~ ,h·:·~v_\·, who rirny lrnn· hnd an:-· right. tiUe, i11tc•n•,-,t, claim,. lien or equity 

:2~) of :·l'.demption in or npon snch pnrcel :-:1wll he harr0d and forever foreclosed 

:.;1; of n11 such rigM, title, inten•st, e!nim, lic·n or Pquity"of red(•mptio1t. 

1 ~O . .All acL-; and parts of nets inconsi:.;tent herewith arc, to tlw extent 

:! of :-:ueh inconsi:e;tcncv, herehv repealed. 1f nny elausc•, i;cntcnct•, pa rngrnph; . . . 

;) the rcmairnler thereof, hut sh~1ll Le co111irn:tl 11: its cJpcr:1tio11 to tlw clause, 

·G ::;cntcnce, parn:.::rnpb, sect im1, 01· pnd r11cn•of ,Erectly im·olvcd 11; tl1c con-

' ' 

m:ff he u:sed onlv hy a nnmil'ip,ility, and only after the. 0x11ira-. ., . 
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After a tax snlc of sueh delincJnC'11t' property, it continues to be as:,;esscd 

for State, countr, nnmicipal and school district purposes although it produces 

. no tax rcve1rne., The result is that tbe tax-paying residents of municipalities 

burdened with such delinquent property are requirN1 to make up State, county, 

' 
and in some cases school district taxes apportioned ,to the municipalities_ on 

the basis of these frozen "ratnhlcs." This bill would perfr1it municipalities to 

acquire title in fee 8irnplr· :1hsll1utc · to the vacant lan<l in question,, .1t ,:cason-

able cost, andtherehy remove it from the tax rollfl as well as facilitate its return 

to the most appropriate ·public or private use. 
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