
SENATE, No. 175

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

INTRODUCED ~IAncn 6, 11144

n~' ~Ir. VAN ALS1'Y!\]~

n(.f('I'I'(·cl to Conunit! .... 011 .ludiclnrv

A~ ACT eoneorning chief modieul «xnm] 1I1'I'S, C'O l'OIl(lI'S 1I11cI COU1I1~' 1lI1l1'~UO

keepers in counties 01' till! tll'('UUel clm's ill this Stntv, cit'lillill~ 111l'i!' POWI'I'M

111\(1 duties, UlIlI 1'..~ullltillJ{ till' kl'c'pill~ 111111 liSP of their I'l'm)J'(IH,

2 J(!,'sey:

1 I, Chi(·f 1IJ('c1i1'1I1 exuminor : uppuiutmunt : term : vuenucios. 'I'he hORI'd

2 of chosen freeholders of 1111)' county of the Hl'I~OIJ(1 c1I1SS IIJlly by resolution

3 CI'I'lItl' the' office of eouuty chief IIWdi ellI oxnmin ..I', Upon the adoption of

4

f)

1 6
I

7

8

tho rosolut ion the county physieinu t 111'11 hnlelin/!; oni('(· shnll be known 1t8

till' l'Ilie·f IIl1'clil'IIJ ..xumluer ul' the c'ulluly, II IIII shnll eoutinne tu hold ofllee

ns chief medical examiner for tlve yl'lIl'H l'rom tlu- ndoption of th.. resolution.

At tlu- oxpirntion of his term nf office, 01' if It VltClIlICY UCCIII'S during his term

th 1'0ugh dell I It, l'I'"iA'lIl1 I inn 01' otlu-rw il'lc', his HUCI'('HSUI' shall he appointed by

9 the bonrd of chosen fl'llC'holc1l'I'H f'or rh'c' )'C'III'H,

] 2. Qllllliflclltiomq out h. The bourd Ill' l'huHCII f/'I'c'hlllcll'/'M shnll "l'!I'C!t ns

2 sueh chief medieul exnmiuer II lieeus...1 eludm' of m..rlieiu«, resident iu tho

:1 county, nt' recognized nhlllty IIl1d ~nuII "tllmlillA' ill hiM community, Before

4 eutoring upon tlU' duties of his Clnil'l' he shnll tuk .. lind suhscrlbo 1111 onth

l) before the county clerk thnt he will filiI ht'ully und implIl'tilllly IWl'funu th«

6 duties of his office to the best 01' his skill und JlJlIII'I'HtUJlcliu.L\', )JjM outh shull

7 be filed ill tho office of the COU1Ity clerk.
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1 3. Assistant medical examiners; qualifications and duties. The chief

2 medical examiner may, subject to the approval of the board of chosen ,free­

3 holders, appoint and preseribe the duties of such assistant medical exnm­

" Ulers as shall be necessary for the proper performance of the duties of the

5 office.

6 The assistant medical examiners shall possess qualifications similar to

7 those required of the chief medical examiner, and shall be under his direc­

8 tion and supervision.

!) If the offir.c of chief medical examiner shall become vacant, the first

10 assistant medical examiner shall act as chief medical examiner until that

11 oftlce is filled by appointment by the board of chosen freeholders. During

]2 the absence or disability of the chief medical examiner his first assistant

13 shall serve in his place.

1 4. Clerks, toxicologist and seientific experts; appointment. The chief

2 medical examiner may recommend f rom time to time to the board of chosen

3 freeholders the appointment of, and the board may appoint such clerleel

, usistants or other personnel required for the proper performance of the

6 duties of the office, as the board shall deem necessary.

6 The chief medical examiner may recommend to the board the appoint­

1ment or employment of, and the board may appoint 01' employ a toxicolo­

8 gi8t or such 8cienti11c experts a8 it deems necessary.

1 6. Compensation of ohief medical examiner and staff; quarters and equip­

2 ment. The board of chosen freeholder8 shall fix the compensation to be paid

3 to the chief medical euminer, assistant medieal euminers, toxicologist, sci­

, enti1lo expertB, clerical assistants and other personnel, and the funds nee­

6 e8sary in the judgment of such board to pay for such services shall be

6lnoluded in the annual budget of the county. The chief medical euminer

1 shall annually, before December first, submit a statement of budget require­

8 mente for the administration of his office fl)l' the onsuing fiscal year. The

9 board of chosen freeholders shall in its discretion, upon request of the chief

10 medical euminer, provide suitable quarters and equipment neces.ary for the

11 proper perfol1lUUlC8 of the duties of his office.



8

1 6. Duties of allief and assistant medical examiners. The ohief medical

2 examiner or an assistant medical examiner shall be on aall at aU times for

a the performance of his duties.

4 When, in the county, any perseu shall die 88 a result of violenoe, or

5 by casualty or suicide, or suddenly when in apparent health, or when URat­

6 tended by a physician, or within twenty-four hours ufter admillion to a

7 hospital or institution, or in prison, or ill n suspicious or unusual manner,

8 or under any of the above elreumstanees in nny institution located in the

9 county, maintained in whole or in port nt the expense of the State or county,

10 the police department of the municillality in which be died, or the superin­

11 tendent or medical director of the institution in whioh ho died, or the physl­

12 cian called in attendance, shall immediately notify tho om~e of the chief med­

13 ical examiner of the known facts eeneerning the time, place, mannor and oir­

14 cumstanees of the death. Immediately upon receipt of such notiRcation the

15 chief medical examiner, or an assistunt medical examiner, shall fully in­

16 vestigato the essential facts concerning the death. If llece8sary, be shall go

17 to the dead body and take charge thereof.

18 The examiner shall fully investigate the death, taking tho names and

19 addresses of 88 many witnesses thereof al it may be practicable to obtain,

20 and before leaving the premises shall reduee all such facte to writing. He .hall

21ftle his report in the oftice of the chief medical euminer.

1 7. Preservation of deceased's property; inventory; articles hold as 8\'i­

2 denee. The chief medical cxaminer, or the assistant medieal examiner in­

a vestigating the ease, shall, in the absence of next of kin of tbe deeeased

4: person, take possession of all property of value of the deceased, making an

5 exact inventory thereof on his report, and deliVOl' sucb property to the office

6 of the chief medical examiner, who ahall surrender the same to the perlOn

7 entitled to ita custody or possession.

8 The euminer shall take possession of any objoots or articles which, in

9 hia opinion, may be useful in establilhiog the cause of death, and deliver

10 them to the police department or prosecutor'. oftieo investigatiug the deatb.
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1 8. Report of cause of death; filing, autopsy; detailed description filed.

2 If tbe cause of the deatb sball, by examination, be established to the satis·

3 faction of the medical examiner in charge, he shall file a report thereof in

" the oftlce of the chief medical examiner. If in the opinion of such medical

5 examiner an autopsy is necessary it shall be performed by the chief or an

6 assistant- medical examiner.

7 A detailed description of the findings written during tbe progress of the

8 autopsy and the conclusions drawn therefrom shall be filed in the office of the

9 chief medical examiner.

1 9. Records; copies furnished prosecutor; property of county. The chief

2 medical examiner shall keep full and complete records, which shall be kept

3 in hill office, properly indexed, stating the name, if known, of every such

4 person, tho place where the body wus found, date of death, cause, and all

5 other available information. The orlginnl report of the chief or assistant

6 medical examiner and the detailed findings of the autopsy, if any, shall be

7 attached to tho rooord of each case.

8 The chief medical examiner shall promptly deliver to the prosecutor of

9 tho county copies of all records relating to every death in which, in the

10 judgment of the chief medical examiner, further investigation may be deemed

11 advisable. The prosecutor may obtain from tho oftice of the chief medical

12 examiner copies of records, and such other information as he may deem

13 I!ecelsary.

14 All records of the office of ohief medical examiner shall be the prop-

15 ert)' of the board of freeholders.

1 10. Records or transcripts as evidence. The records of the office of the

2 ohief medical examiner made by him or by anyone under his direction or

3 luperviaion shall be considered public records, and the records or tmnscripts

4 thereof certified by the chief medical examiner shall be received in any cou~.t

5 in this State as evidence of the matters and facts therein contained.

6 The recorda which shall beadmissible as evidence under thil section lhall

7 be,noorda of the felulta of views and enmiDations of or autopsie8 upon the
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8 bodies of deeeased persons by the abier mediea1 examiner or by anyone acting

9 under his direction, supervision or control. and shall not inolude statements

10 made by witnesses or other penons.

1 11. Disinterment of bodies upon court order. In any county having a

2 chief medical examiner. a justice of the Supreme Court or judge of the

3 court of eommou pleas may, upon application and without notice. order the

4 disinterment of any bod)" under the direction and supervision of tUe chief

5 medical examiner, and authorize the removal hy the chief medical examiner

6 of the bod)' to the public morgue for the purpose of examination or nutopsy.

1 12. Burial of unknown or unclaimed porsons : cost of burial. Till' chief

2 or assistant medical examiner, upon talking chnrgo of the remains of nny

3 unknown or unclaimed person, shall nrrange for hiR burial. If Much person

4 sball have died leaving no estate, the eost of the burial shall ho paid by the

ri county 88 provided by law. nnd if such person shall leave sufficient estate

6 to pay for the burial, the cost thereof, certified by the chief medical e:lam·

7 iner, shall be paid out of the estnte.

1 13. Property of deceased delivered to county t1'easurer; disposition. The

2 chief medical examiner shall take charge of all of the money, clothing and

3 other valuable personal eftects of th~ deceased found in connection with or

4 pertaining to the ,body, and after using such of the clothing aR may be nee­

5 essary ill the burial of the body. sball make R verifted inventory of such

6 etlects. He shall deliver the inventory and the effect8 to the county treaa­

7 uref within one month after the burial of the body.

8 The couty treasurer may, at his discretion, 11011 the offects at public

9 sale to the highest bidder on such notice as Is required by law in ease of

10 sale of personal property by a constable under execution.or may. in the case

11 of an UDClaimed identifted person, apply for administration of the estate as

12 provided bylaw.

13 The county treuurer, after holding the proceedII of the sale tor one year,

14 lhall, if not claimed within that time by the next of kin, dispole thereof 81

15 the board of chose1l freeholder. may direct for the benefit of the count)'.
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1 14. Power to administer oaths and affidavits, The chief medical exam­

2 ioer and all assistant medical examiners may administer oaths and take afti­

~ davits, proofs nnd examinations as to any matter within the jurisdiction of

4 his office.

1 15, Citize~s to report eertain denths] misdemeanor, A citizen who may

2 become aware of any person who shall have died of criminal violence, or by

3 caslialty or suicide, OJ' in any suspicious or unusual manner, shall report

4 such death to the office of the chief medical examiner, or to the police depart-

5 ment of the municipality in which such person died,

6 A person who slmll willfully neglect or refuse to report such death, or

7 who, without an order from thc office of the chief medical examiner, shall

8 willfully touch, remove, 01' disturb the body of nny such person, or touch,

9 remove, or dlsturh the clothing or any article Ul10n or near such body, shall

10 he guilty of n misdemeanor,

1 16, Coroller'K powers vested in chief medical examiner; jury of inqui-

2 sition uuueeessnry, All the duties and powers vested in or conferred upon

3 coroners in connection with the death of any unknown or unclaimed person

4: who shall have died in any county in wbich there shall be a chief medl-

5 cal examiner, or in eonneetion with the deuth of nny person in such county

6 by violence, 01' by casualty or suicide, or suddenly when in apparent health,.
1 or wben unattended by physician, or within twenty-four hours after admission

8 to AllY hospital or institution, 01' ill prison, or in any suspicious or unusual

9 manner, 01' under uny of the nbove eireumatanees in any institution located

10 in such couuty maintained in whole 01' in PUI't at the expense of the State

11 OJ' county, shull be vested ill and eonferred upon the chief medical exam.

12 iller, where such office has OJ' shall have been established, but the chief

13 medical examiner shall not be requi red to summon 11 jury of inquisition.

1 17. Morgues and morgue keepers] designation and appointment. The

2. cmiet medical examiner in each county of the second class shall, subject to

3 !be approval of the board of chosen freeholders, designllte not more than

, Aye places of proper cbaractel' furnished with sufticient accommodatiou and
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G appliances as a county public morgue or mOr~tle8and may, 8ubjeet to the ap­

6 proval of the board, appoint Il keeper 01' keepers thereof for at tenu of five

'; years from the date of their nppointment,

8 The chief medical exnmiucr shall have supervision over sneh morg\le And

9 morgue keepe1'8, and mny, lIub,i<'Ct to the approval of the board, remove sueh

10 morgue keepers and appoint, a8 provided herein, morgue keepers in their

11 stead,

12 The terms of office of 1II01'~1I" 1(\,\·pl'l'l'I !4\'I'\'in~ ill nuy county of the MOO­

13 ond class not IUI\'ing n chi(·f modlcnl examiner, shnll expire 1I)10n tho nppolnt­

14 ment of a chief medical examiner thorein.

1 18, Duties of morgno k\'I') 11'1'101 ; lmrlnl (~crtifi"lIft'M fol' unelnimod dend,

2 The morgue keepers Mhnn h(' roqnirod to furnish suitnhl« room 01' rooms for

3 the holding of nll exnminntions I'Ihollltl they be l1e('III('11 1I"('\'""III'~'t lind tnko

4 in charge and make sueh dlsposnl of the bO(U"M of deeonsed porsous 88 the

5 cbief medical exeminer shall dlrect.

6 The foes and expenses of flit! 1II00'/ot'ue keepers for the recovery, enre and

7 burial of bodies of such dCC('IlM('d pereons shall be fixed by the board of

8 chosen freeholders on the reeonnueudntion of the chief medienl examiner IIl1d

9 paid by the county treasurer.

10 The chief or 8ssi8tRnt medienl examiner shall grant exclusively to tho

11 morgue keepers burial certificuteM for the unknown 01' unclaimed dead.

12 The expense of such burinl shall be R charge upon the county lind the

13 amount thereof shall be fixed by the board of ehoseu freehelder» on tho

14 recommendation of the chief medical examiner,

1 19, Identified body delivered 10 relatives; morgue keepers" records. If

2 any unknown or unclaimed dond body shall be identified nftor behlM' placed in

3 the morgue, the morgue keeper "hull upon ordor of the chief medieal ex­

, aminer, deliver it to the relative 01' friend making n demand therefor, who

5 lhall make known the Mille and IRMt I'osidence of tho deeeased and lIign u

6 written receipt for the body in the book to be kept by tho morgue keeper for
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7 that purpose. The morgue keepers shall keep a correct record of all bodies

8 depotited in the morgue.

1 20. This act shall take eifect immediately.

STATEMENT

In the populous counties other than those of the first class, there has been

considerable apprehension upon the port of the judiciary and the prosecutor

conceming proof in homicide cases and the records of the county physician per­

taining thereto. The purpose of this net is to provide for,-at the option of

the frecholdcrs,-a medical examiner in counties of the second class, so that the

records of views and autopsies shall be public. This act will also facilitate

criminal Investigationa when tho dlsinterment of a hody becomes necessary. It

matees the medical records of sudden and violent deaths public records. It is a

permisslve act and a step forward in the conduct of public business. It is a com­

panion act to that relating to medical examiners in first-class counties in eBact

IlDae 19fT.
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SENATE, No. 176

STATE OF NEW JERSEY·,

INTRODUCED ~i ARCI( n, 1!l44

By MI', VAN AI.STYNl~

Referred to Committee 011 .Tncticinry

A. AOT eoncerning chief medlenl exnminers, cOI'nl1C'1'1'I IIl1d eounty morgue

keepers in counties of tho HC'cone1 dllHI'I ill lhi~ Rillft~. df'nnil1~ thoir powers

and duties, and regu1lltill~ tho kC'l'pillA' nnd use of their records.·

1 BR IT ENAOTRI) by lite 8etlate eNd Gl'fwral Assembly 01 thc State 01 New

2 Jersey:

1 1. Cbief medical examine,'; nppointment ; term] vneaneies. Tbo board

2 of chosen freeholdere of any ('ntlllty of the seeend class may by resolution

3 create the office of county ehlef medical examiner. Upon the adoption of

" tbe resolution the county phYHicinn then holding office shall be known as

5 tbe chief medical examiner of the county, nnd shall continue to bold office

6 a8 cbief medical examiner for live yenl'H from tile adoption of the resolution.

7 At the expiration of his term of oRiec. or if n vnClllICY occurs during hls term

8 tbrough death, resignation or otherwise, his 8UCCC8flor slmll he nppolutod by

9 the board of cbosen freeholders for five years.

1 2. Qaaliftcations; oatb. Tbe board of ehoson freeholders Hhlll! Htllect 8S

2 such chief medical examiner a licensed doctor of medicine, resident in tho

3 county, of recognized ability and good 8tunding in his community. Botoro

" entering upon the duties of his omco ho shall take and subserlbe nn oath

I) before the county olerk that he will fnithfuUy and impartially perform the

6 duties of his o81oe ~ the best of his :;kiJI and understanding, His oatb sball

1 be ftled in the o8iee of the county olerk.
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1 3. Assistant medical examiners; qualifications and duties. The board

2 of chosen freeholders may appoint and prescribe the duties of such assistant

3 medical examiners as shall be neeessary for the proper performance of the.
4-5 duties of the office.

6 The assistant medical examiners shnll possess qualifications similar to

7 those required of the chief medical examiner, and shall be under his diree-

B tion and supervision.

f) If the office of chief medical examiner shall become vacant, the first

10 uesistunt medical examiner shall act as chief medical examiner until that

11 office is IUlcd by appointment by the board of chosen freeholders. During

12 the abscnee or disability of tho chief medieal examiner his first assistant

13 sball serve in his place.

1 4._ClerkH, toxicologist and scientific esperts; appointment. The board

2 may appoint such elerieul assistants or other personnel required for the

3 proper performance of the duties of the ollce, as the board shall deem

4 necessary.

5 The board may appoint or employ a toxicologist or such scientific ex-

6 perts as it deems neeessary,

1 5. Compensation of chief medical examiner and staff; quarters and equip-

2 ment. The board of chosen freeholders shall fix the compensation to be paid

3 to the chief medical examiner, assist"nt medical examiners, toxicologist, sci­

, entifto experts, clerical assistants and other personnel, and the funds nee­

5 essary in the judgment of such board to pay for such services shall be

6 included in the annual budget of the county. The chief medical examiner

7 shall annually, before December first, sulnnit n statement of budget require­

8 menta for the administratlon of bis ullieo 1'01' the ensuing fiscal yeur. The

9 board of chosen fl'ceholders shall ill itt4 discretion, UpOIl request of the chief

10 medical examiner, provide suitable qunrters and equipment necessary for the

11 proper performance of the duties of llis office.

1 6. Duties of chief and assistant medical exnminore. The chief medical

2 examiner or an assistant medical examiner shall be 011 call at all times for

3 the performance of bis dutie8.
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4 When, in the county, any person shall die 8S a result of violence, or

Ii by casualty or suicide, or suddenly when in apparent health, or when unat­

6 tended by a physician, or within twenty~four houn after admiasion to a

7 hospital or institution, or iu prison, or in a suspicious or unulual manuer,

8 or under aU1 of tho above circumstances ill any institution located in the

9 county, maintained in whole or in part at the expense of the State or county.

10 the poliee department of the municipulity in which he died, or the superin.

11 tendent or medical director of the institution in which he died, or the physi..

12 elan called in attendance, shall immediately notify tbe office of the chief med-

13 ical examiner of the known facta eoneeruing tho time, plnee, mennor and air­

14 eumstanees of the death. Immediately upon receipt of such notification the

15 chief medical examiner, or an aselstant medical examiner, shall fully in-

16 vestigate the essential facta concerning the donth, If necessary, he shall go

17 to the dead body and take charge thereof,

18 The examiner shall fully investigate the deatb, taking the names and

19 addresses of as man1 witnesses thereof U8 it may be practicable to obtain,

20 and before leaving the premises shall reduce all such faots to writing. He .ball

21 111e his report in the office of the chief medical examiner,

1 7. Preservation of deceased's property; inventory; articles held a8 evi­

2 dence. The chief medical examiner, or the assistant medical examiner in-

3 vcstigating the ease, shall, in the absence of next of kin of tbe deceased

4 person, bake possession of all property of value of the deceased, making an

Ii exact inventory thereof on his report, and deliver such property to the oRlee

6 of the chief medical esammer, who shall surrender the same to the person

7 entitled to its CUStod1 or possession.

8 The euminer shall take poeseesion of any ObjOOt8 or articles wbich, in

9 hi. opinion, may be useful in establishing the caUIO of death, and deliver

10 them to the police department or prosecutor's office investigating tho death.

1 8. Report of cause of death; fililllot. autopsy; detailed description filod.

2 If the cause of the death shall, by examiuatlon, be established to tbe aatia·

3 faction of the medical esaminer in charge, be shall file a report thereof in



4 the o8iae of the ohief medical e~aminer. If in the oplnion of such medical

5 examiDer an antopsy is necessary it shan be perfonoed by the chief or an

6 assistant medical euminer.

7 A detailed description of the findings written during the progress of the

8 autopsy and the conclusions drawn therefrom shall be flIed in the ofBce of the

9 chief medical examiner.

1 9. Records; copies furnished prosecutor; property of county. The chief

2 medical examiner shall keep full and complete recorda, which shall be kept

3 in biB office, properly indexed, stating the name, if known, of every such

4 person, the place where the body WRl!I found, date of deatb, eause, and all

5 other available in£onnation. The original report Df the chief or assistant

6 medical examiner and the detailed findings of tbe autopsy, if any, shall be

7 attached to the record o£ each case.

S 'l'he chief medical examiner shall promptly deliver to the prosecutor of

9 the coullty copies of all records relating to eve,'Y death in which, in the

10 judgmont o£ the chief medical examiner, further investigation may be deemed

11 advisable. The prosocutor may obtain from the office of the chief medical

12 examiner copies of records, and such other information as he may deem

13 necessary.

14 All records of the office of chie£ medical examiner shall be the prop-

15 erty of the board of freeholders.

1 10. Rooords or transcripts as evidence. The records of the office of the

2 chief medical examiner made by him or by anyone under his direction or

3 8uperviaion shan be considered public records, and the records or transcripts

, thereof certified by the chief medical examiner shall be reeeived in any court

5 in thiI State as evidence of the matters and facts therein contained.

6 The recorda which shall be admissible as evidence under this section shall

1 be records of the re.ult8 of views and examinations of or autopsies upon the

8 bodie. of deceued persons by the chief medical examiner or by anyone acting

9 under his direction, aupervilion or control, and shall not include statements

10 made by witDelle8 or other persoDi.
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1 11. Disinterment ot bodies upon court order. In any eounty having a

2 chief medical examiner, a justice of the Supreme Court or judge of the

:l court of common pleas may, upon application and without notiee, ordor the

4 disinterment ot any bo4y under tho direction and supervision .of the ellief

5 medical examiner, and authorize the removal by tbe chief medical examiner.
6 of the body to the public morgue tor the purpose ot' examination or autopsy.

1 12. Burial of U'llmOwn or unclaimed persene ; Cost of burial, The chief

2 or assistant medical examiner, upon tnkinft charge of the remaina of nny

3 unknown or unclaimed porsoll., 811811 arrange tor his burial. If ~uch porson

4 shall have died leaving no estate, the cost of the burial shall be paid by tlto

5 county as provided by 11lw, Ilnd if such person I'llall leave fIluftlcient estate

6 to pay for the burial, the cost thereat, certifled 111 the ehi.4'f medical exftm·

7 incr, shall be paid out of the estate.

1 13. Property of dceeased delivered to couuty treasurer , disposltlon. Tbo

2 chief medical examiner shall take charge of all of the money, clothing and

3 other valuable personal effects of the deceased found in connection with or

4 pertaining to th~ body, and after usl1lg such of tho clothing 118 may be nee­

D cssary in the burial of the body, slmll make a "erifled inventory of sueh

6 effects. He shall deliver the inventory and the elect" to tile coullty treolt·

7 urer within one month after the burial of the body.

8 The county treasnrer may, at bill dlseretion, 8e11 ~he effects at pUblic

9 sale to the highest bidder on such notice as is required by law in ca8C of

10 sale of personal property by a constable under execution, or may, in the C08e

11 of an unclaimed identified person, apply for administration of tho estate 118

12 provided by law.

13 The county treuurer, altor holding the proceeds of tbe sale for one yoor,

14 lihall, if not claim~ within that time by the nest of kin, dispose thereof a8

15 the board of chosen freeholders may direct for the beneftt ot the coullt,..

1 14. Power to admiDi.ter oath. and affidavits. The chief medical 610m­

2 incl' an.d all assistant medical esaminer. may adminiflter ootha and take afll·

3 davits, proof. and eumiDatioDi &I to any matter within the jurildietion of
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1 :16. Citizena to report certain deaths; misdemeanor. A citizen who may

2.· bef;omeaware of any person who shall have died of criminal violence, or by

3 casualty or suicide, or in any suspicious 01' unusual manner, shall report

4 suc~ death to the office of the chief medical examiner, or to the police depart­

I) ment of the municipality in which such person died.

6 A person who shall willfully neglect or refuse to report such death, or

7 who, without an ,order from the office of the chief medical examiner, shall

8 willfully touch, remove, or disturb the body of any such person, or touch,

9 remove, or disturb the clothing or any article upon or near such body, shall

10 be guilty of a misdemeanor.

1 16. Coroner's powers vested in chief medical examiner; jury of inqui­

2 sitlon unneCe8l:l~ry. All the duties and powers vested in or conferred upon

:J coroners in connection with the death of any unknown or unclaimed person

4 who shall have died in any county in which there shall be a chief medi­

a cal ozamlner, or in connection with the death of any person in such connty

6 by violence, 01' by casualty or suicide, or suddenly when in apparent health,

7 or when unattended by physician, or within twenty-four hours after admission

8 to any.hospital or institution, or in prison, or in any suspicious or unusual

9 manner, or under any of the above circumstances in any institution located

10 in sueh county maintained in whole or in part at the expense'of the State

11 or county, shall be vestad in and conferred upon the chief medical exam­

12 iner, where snob ofBoe baa or lball have been established, but the chief

13 medical examiner shall not be required to summon a jury of inquisition.

1 17. Morgue. and morgue keepers; designation and appointment. The

2 board of chosen freeholders may designate not more than five places ot

3 proper character furnilhed with sufficient accommodation and appliances

" u« county public morgue or morgues and may appoint.a keeper or keepers

5 thereot tor a term ot Ave years from the date of their Ilppointment.

6 The cmief ~edioal examiner shal! have lupervision over such morgue and

7 .~rfUe keepera. The board may remove such morguo keepers and appoint,

8-11,;.. provided herein, morpe keepers in their stead.
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12 ., The tel'lDl 'of o8loe of morgue keepers serving in an)"county of the .eo­

13 oDd oJau not havin« a chief medical examiner, shall es:pire upon the appoint­

14 ment of a eldef medical aaminer thereiD.

1 18. Duties of morgue keepers; burial certificates for unclaimed dead.

2 The morgue keepers shall be required to fumish suitable room or rooms for

3 the ~olding of all enminations should t.hey be deemed necessary, Rnd take

4: in charge and make such dispos~l of the bodies of deceased persons as the

5 chief medical eJ:aminer shall direct.

6 The fees and expenses of the morgue keepers for the recovery, care and

7 burial of bodies of such deceased persons shall be fixed by the board of

8 chosen freeholders on the recommendation of the chief medical examiner and

9 paid by the county treasurer.

10 The chief or 88sistant medical examiner shall grant exclusively to the

11 morgue keepers burial certiftcates for the unknown or unclaimed dead.

12 The expense of such burial shall be a charge upon the county and the

13 amount thereof shall be ftx~d by the board of chosen freeholders on the

14 recommendation of the chief medical eJ:ammer.

1 19. IdenWled body delivered to relatives; morgue keepers' recorda. If

2 any unknown or un"laimed dead body shall be identified after being plaeed in

3 the morgue, the morgue keeper shall upon order of the chief medical es·

4 aminer, delive~ it to the relative or friend making a demand therefor, who

5 shan make known the name and last residence of the deeeased and sign a

6 written receipt for the body in the book to be kept by the morgue keeper for

7 that purpose. The morgue keepers shall keep a correct record of all bodies

8 deposited in the morgue.

1 20. This act shall take effect immediately.
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