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INTRODUCED OCTOBER 9, 1380
By Senator DUMONT
Referred to Committee on County and Municipal Government

AN Act concerning qualifications of county purchasing agents and

supplementing chapter 9 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statufes.

Be 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New{Jersey:

1. As used in this act:

a. “Director” means the Director of the Division of Loeal Govern-
ment Services;

b. “Purchasing agent” or “director ¢f purchasing” means the
county official charged with the duty and responsibility of pur-
chasing materials and services on behalf of the county.

2. Cominencing on the effective date of this act, the director shall
accept applications for certification as “certified county purchasing
official.” An applicant shall present to the director a verified
application in writing on forms provided by the Division of Local
Government Services setting forth that the applicant is a citizen
of the United States, has obtained a certificate or diploma issued
after at least 4 years of ‘study in approved secondary school or has
received. an academie education:considered and- accepted. by the
Commigsioner of Education as fully equivalent, and has graduated
from a 4-year course at a college of recognized standing, with a
major course of study in business administration, public admin-
istration or some related subject. An applicant who dees not meet
the college education requirement may substitute, on a year-for-
year hasis, experience in a position as purchasing agent or director
of purchasing for any couunty of this State or as the primary
administrator of a centralized pnrchasing system maintained by
any such county.

Each applicant substituting experience in one or more of said
positions must have been employed in said position or positions
on a full time basis for a period in the aggregate of not less than

4 years. Proof of this serviee shall be verified by resolution of the
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board of chosen frecholders ol the county or with respeet to
counties operating under the “Optional County Charter Law”
(P. L. 1972 c. 154, (. 40:41A-1 ot seq.) by certification by the officer
charged with exercising the executive power of the county. Iivery
applicant shall also furnish proof that he has received certificates
indieating satisfactory completion of, or has been the iustructor of,
principles of public purchasing courses No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3 as
offered by Rutgers, The State University, or such other training
courses as are certified as their equivalent by Rutgers and approved
by the Division of Loeal Government Services.

3. Upon finding bv the director that the applicant has met the
qualifications as set forth in section 2 of this aet, a certificate shall
be issued to the applicant, upon the payment of a fee of $25.00 to
the order of thie State Treasurer. o

4. Any certified county purchasing official certificate may be
revoked or suspended by the director for dishonest practices, or
willfnl or intentional failure, negleet or refusal to comply with the

Coustitution of the State of New Jersey or laws relating to the

purchase of waterials or services, or other good cause. The board

of chosen freeholders or the officer charged with exercising the
executive power of the couuty, as the case may be, niay request a
review by the director of the behavior or practices of a certified
county purchasing official. No certificate shall be revoked or Sus-
pended except upon a prior hearing before the director or his
designee after due notice.

5. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT
“This bill establishes standards for cértification as a “certified

county purchasing official.”



ASSEMBLY COUNTY GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1543
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JUNE 25, 1981

Senate Bill No. 1543 would establish standards and procedures for
persons seeking certification as county purchasing agents.

Under the provisions of the bill, a person seeking such certification
must submit an application to the Director of the Division of Local
Government Services verifying that the applicant:

1. Is a citizen of the United States;

2. Has earned a high school diploma or an equivalent certificate
approved by the State Commissioner of Education;

3. Has graduated from an aceredited 4-year college with a major
in business administration, public administration, or a related field;
and,

4. Verification that he has satisfactorily completed, or has been the
instruetor of, the “principles of public purchasing,” courses No. 1,
No. 2, No. 3 offered by Rutgers, The State University or their equiv-
alent.

An applicant who does not have a college degree may substitute—on
a year for year basis—experience as a purchasing agent.

The director, upon his determination that the applicant has met the
requirements set forth in the bill, shall issue a certificate designating
the person a “certified county purchasing official.” The fee for the
certificate is $25.00.

The bill further provides that the director may revoke or suspend
such certification should the agent exhibit dishonest practices, willful
or intentional failure, neglect, or refusal to comply with the statutes.
No such action may be taken, however, without a hearing, upon notice,
before the director or his designee.

It is the understanding of the committee that the provisions of this
bill econfer no tenure rights nor does it proscribe or limit in any way

the rights or powers of any county appointing authority.



SENATE COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL
GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1543

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MAY 4, 1981

Senate Bill No. 1543 would provide standards and procedures under
which persons (purchasing agents) mayv apply for and receive certifi-
cation as ‘‘certified county purchasing officials.”” The bill sets forth
educational requirements, for which experience may be substituted,
aud requirements for the completion of 3 training courses offered by
Rutgers. The standards and procedures, to be administered by the
Director of Local Government Services, generally parallel those for
municipal finance officers in current law. The bill provides for revoca-
tion or suspension of certification by the director for cause and after
hearing.

The certification would confer no appointment or tenure rights upon
a county purchasing official. The bill does not limit the discretion of

counties as to whom they wish to appoint as purchasing officers.
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A-3048, -sponsored by Assemblyman Albert Burstein (D-Bergen), amends the New Jersey

hiform Gifts to Minors Act by expanding the scope of such gifts to include gifts &F life

msuranceucrAendowment poiicies, partnership interests dnd other types of property and

ﬁnancia]'fnterésts. .Provisions are also made fof'thé>fminorf to g}sume.custody‘ét _

18 years of age and the éia«s of éligibTe custodfans is expanded to include any aduit,‘¢’ 
5_§§Z§_ sponsored by Assemb]yman Martin Herman (D«GTouccstér), el1n1naues Lhe -

crrent six percent interest ce111ng on mongy borrowed by school” dlstr.cts and puhlmc 4‘;,'

m@hor1t1es. The six percent interest ceiling has been suspendad 51nce 71969 fhrounh a

- series of ]egisTative mqrator1umj however, with the continuing high 1nferest 1at°s Aw1616

mekes the moratorium permanent.

5-1543, sponsorediby Senator Wayne TDumont, Jr. (R-Sussex), pfoﬁid%ng for the

- certification.of county ‘purchasing officials whozhave met sp?cific educafionai reauireneﬁts

Certification will be ;ssued by the Director of the Stdte Division of LocaT Covernm&qi

Services and can be revoked or suspended by bhe Director for dishonest br negiechul

conduct onthe part'of’théﬁpurchasinq,Officia1

Under thebill, :officiats could -he .certified iF they are Unlted Staues cit 1Lens,h1qh'

'schoo] and ~college graduates (pr}mary.experreneefmay be'suhst1tuted for aAc011ege degree),

.and it :they ‘have campleted Certain"purchasiné;courses'offered by>Rutgers,Universfty.
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