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P.L. 2025, CHAPTER 5, approved January 30, 2025
Senate, No. 2331

AN AcCT concerning the liability for maintenance costs of children
in the care or custody of the Division of Child Protection and
Permanency and amending and supplementing P.L.1962, c.142.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. (New section) This act shall be known and may be cited as
the “Equitable Outcomes in Child Support Collection Act.”

2. (New section) The Legislature finds and declares that:

a. Current law requires the State to hold a person who is legally
responsible for a child to be financially liable for the full cost of the
maintenance of the child while the child is in the care and custody of
the Division of Child Protection and Permanency in the Department
of Children and Families.

b. Such liabilities, if encumbered, may result in liens against
property, the imposition of court-ordered fines, fees, costs, or other
monetary penalties.

c. As of December 2023, there were a total of 3,176 open
Department of Children and Families resource family care child
support cases, 2,464 of those were arrears only cases where the case
was closed but the legally responsible person still owed child
support.

d. The total amount of arrears owed to the Department of
Children and Families has grown by over 50 percent between 2017
and 2022, due in part to the cost incurred by the State in pursuing
such collections and the difficulties faced by families in satisfying
judgments.

e. With approximately 90 percent of parents involved with the
Division of Child Protection and Permanency considered indigent,
it is well established that this policy of child support collection has
negative impacts on families and possibly delays reunification of
children in out-of-home placements.

f. In 2022, the Children’s Bureau, an office of the federal
Administration for Children and Families, issued a revised policy
allowing and encouraging state Title IV-E agencies, such as the
State’s Department of Children and Families, to define more
narrowly where it is appropriate to seek child support from legally

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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responsible persons given the nationwide impacts to vulnerable
families and low yields in collection.

g. Current law poses a barrier to the State’s efforts to advance
the revised policy and reduce the negative impact the collection of
child support and subsequent arrears has on legally responsible
persons. Ending this policy and waiving arrears will support
families under the care and custody of the Division of Child
Protection and Permanency and help reduce racial inequity and
wealth gaps within the State.

h. Data and research show that the resources states expend on
efforts to collect child support from legally responsible persons, as
reimbursement for their children’s maintenance costs, exceeds the
amount of child support that states collect.

i. If the revised policy is implemented, the State is unlikely to
incur negative financial impacts by stopping the collection of
unpaid, outstanding child support arrearages because of the expense
to the State in pursuing collection activities, the resulting low
percentage of collections, and the ability to seek federal
reimbursement for the cost of maintenance of children in resource
family care.

j. By reducing the rates of family separation and increasing the
number of kinship placements and family reunifications, the
enactment of this legislation will allow the State and DCPP to
continue to support parents and remove barriers to reunifying
families as quickly and safely as possible.

3. Section 1 of P.L.1962, c.142 (C.30:4C-29.1) is amended to
read as follows:

1. a. [In any case in which the Department of Children and
Families, through the Division of Child Protection and Permanency,
is providing care or custody for any child when the child is in a
resource family home, any legally responsible person of the child, if
of sufficient financial ability, is liable for the full costs of
maintenance of the child incurred by the division. If the legally
responsible person is of insufficient financial ability, the person is
liable in an amount which a court of competent jurisdiction directs
according to a scheduled rate approved by the division. Nothing
contained herein shall prevent the legally responsible person from
voluntarily executing an agreement for payment to the division for
the costs of maintenance of the child receiving care or custody
when the child is in a resource family home.] (Deleted by
amendment, P.L. , c.  (pending before the Legislature as this
bill))

b. [The division shall have a lien against the property of the
legally responsible person in an amount equal to the amount to be
paid, which lien shall have priority over all unrecorded
encumbrances.] (Deleted by amendment, P.L. , C. (pending
before the Legislature as this bill))
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c. [If the legally responsible person fails to reimburse the
department, through the division, for the costs of maintenance of a
child incurred by the division when the child is in a resource family
home, a court of competent jurisdiction, upon the complaint of the
Commissioner of Children and Families, may summon the legally
responsible person and other witnesses, and may order the legally
responsible person to pay an amount to the department, according to
a scheduled rate approved by the division.] (Deleted by
amendment, P.L. , c.  (pending before the Legislature as this
bill))

d. In any case in which the [department] Department of
Children and Families, through the [division] Division of Child
Protection and Permanency, has agreed to provide youth facilities
aid to a public, private, or voluntary agency pursuant to P.L.1962,
c.142 (C.30:4C-29.1 et seq.), the division shall have a lien against
the property of any person, persons, or agency so contracting, in an
amount equal to the amount or amounts so contracted to be paid,
which lien shall have priority over all unrecorded encumbrances.
The lien shall be reduced for each year of service provided by the
agency at a rate to be negotiated by the division and the agency, but
in no case more than 20[%] percent a year; provided, however, that
annual reductions shall not exceed $10,000.

e. Any current child support obligation or any unpaid outstanding
arrears balance of a court-ordered child support obligation owed to
the division, on or before the effective date of P.L. ,c. (C. )
(pending before the Legislature as this bill), as reimbursement for
maintenance costs incurred while a child was in the care or custody
of the division shall be unenforceable and uncollectable, and any
portion of a judgment that imposes fees shall be vacated.

f. All unsatisfied civil judgments, on or before the effective date
of P.L. ,c. (C. ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill),
based on a court-ordered child support obligation to reimburse the
division for maintenance costs incurred while a child was in the
care or custody of the division are deemed to be null and void and
shall be vacated and discharged.

g. All warrants issued, on or before the effective date of
P.L. ,c. (C. ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill),
solely based on the alleged failure to pay or to appear on a court
date set for the sole purpose of enforcing the obligation owed to the
division, including the payment of statutory or court-ordered fines,
fees, costs, or other monetary penalties previously assessed or
imposed for failure to reimburse the division for the costs of
maintenance of the child incurred by the division while a child was
in the care or custody of the division shall be reviewed and vacated
consistent with the provisions of P.L. ,c. (C. ) (pending
before the Legislature as this bill).
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h. Any outstanding liens entered on any and all property to
which the defendant shall have or acquire an interest, in accordance
with the provisions of subsection e. of section 1 of P.L.1962, c.142,
(30:4C-29.1) and in effect immediately prior to the effective date of
P.L. ,c. (pending before the Legislature as this bill), are deemed
to be null and void and shall be vacated and discharged.

(cf: P.L.2012, c.16, 5.93)

4. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill is to be known as the “Equitable Outcomes in Child
Support Collection Act.” The bill amends section 1 of P.L.1962,
c.142 (C.30:4C-29.1) to remove provisions in the statutes that
outline how the Department of Children and Families currently
collects child support obligations from legally responsible persons
to offset the costs of maintenance, incurred by the Division of Child
Protection and Permanency (DCPP), on behalf of children in the
DCPP’s care or custody, and establishes new procedures for such
collection.

Specifically, as amended, the bill stipulates that any current child
support obligation or any unpaid outstanding arrears balance of a
court-ordered child support obligation, all unsatisfied civil
judgments based on a court-ordered child support obligation, all
warrants issued solely based on the alleged failure to pay or the sole
purpose of enforcing a child support obligation, or any current
outstanding liens entered on any and all property to which the
defendant has or has acquired an interest, which is owed to
reimburse the DCPP for maintenance costs incurred while a child
was in its care or custody, are deemed null and void and are to be
vacated and discharged.

This bill updates the State’s statutes concerning the liability for
maintenance costs of children in the care or custody of the DCPP to
align with revised policies issued in 2022 by the Children’s Bureau,
an office of the federal Administration for Children and Families,
allowing for Title IV-E agencies to define more narrowly when it is
appropriate to seek child support from legally responsible persons.

“Equitable Outcomes in Child Support Collection Act”;
establishes procedures regarding collection of child support on
behalf of children in custody of DCPP.



CHAPTERS

AN AcT concerning the liability for maintenance costs of children in the care or custody of
the Division of Child Protection and Permanency and amending and supplementing
P.L.1962, c.142.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

C.30:4C-29a Short title.
1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Equitable Outcomes in Child Support
Collection Act.”

C.30:4C-29b Findings, declarations.

2. The Legislature finds and declares that:

a. Current law requires the State to hold a person who is legally responsible for a child to
be financially liable for the full cost of the maintenance of the child while the child is in the
care and custody of the Division of Child Protection and Permanency in the Department of
Children and Families.

b. Such liabilities, if encumbered, may result in liens against property, the imposition of
court-ordered fines, fees, costs, or other monetary penalties.

c. As of December 2023, there were a total of 3,176 open Department of Children and
Families resource family care child support cases, 2,464 of those were arrears-only cases where
the case was closed, but the legally responsible person still owed child support.

d. The total amount of arrears owed to the Department of Children and Families has grown
by over 50 percent between 2017 and 2022, due in part to the cost incurred by the State in
pursuing such collections and the difficulties faced by families in satisfying judgments.

e. With approximately 90 percent of parents involved with the Division of Child
Protection and Permanency considered indigent, it is well established that this policy of child
support collection has negative impacts on families and possibly delays reunification of
children in out-of-home placements.

f. In 2022, the Children’s Bureau, an office of the federal Administration for Children
and Families, issued a revised policy allowing and encouraging State Title I\VV-E agencies, such
as the State’s Department of Children and Families, to define more narrowly where it is
appropriate to seek child support from legally responsible persons given the nationwide
impacts to vulnerable families and low yields in collection.

g. Current law poses a barrier to the State’s efforts to advance the revised policy and
reduce the negative impact the collection of child support and subsequent arrears has on legally
responsible persons. Ending this policy and waiving arrears will support families under the
care and custody of the Division of Child Protection and Permanency and help reduce racial
inequity and wealth gaps within the State.

h. Data and research show that the resources states expend on efforts to collect child
support from legally responsible persons, as reimbursement for their children’s maintenance
costs, exceeds the amount of child support that states collect.

i. If the revised policy is implemented, the State is unlikely to incur negative financial
impacts by stopping the collection of unpaid, outstanding child support arrearages because of
the expense to the State in pursuing collection activities, the resulting low percentage of
collections, and the ability to seek federal reimbursement for the cost of maintenance of
children in resource family care.

j. By reducing the rates of family separation and increasing the number of Kkinship
placements and family reunifications, the enactment of this legislation will allow the State and
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DCPP to continue to support parents and remove barriers to reunifying families as quickly and
safely as possible.

3. Section 1 of P.L.1962, ¢.142 (C.30:4C-29.1) is amended to read as follows:

C.30:4C-29.1 Liability for maintenance costs.

1. a. (Deleted by amendment, P.L.2025, c.5)

b. (Deleted by amendment, P.L.2025, c.5)

c. (Deleted by amendment, P.L.2025, c.5)

d. Inany case in which the Department of Children and Families, through the Division of
Child Protection and Permanency, has agreed to provide youth facilities aid to a public, private,
or voluntary agency pursuant to P.L.1962, ¢.142 (C.30:4C-29.1 et seq.), the division shall have
a lien against the property of any person, persons, or agency so contracting, in an amount equal
to the amount or amounts so contracted to be paid, which lien shall have priority over all
unrecorded encumbrances. The lien shall be reduced for each year of service provided by the
agency at a rate to be negotiated by the division and the agency, but in no case more than 20
percent a year, provided, however, that annual reductions shall not exceed $10,000.

e. Any current child support obligation or any unpaid outstanding arrears balance of a
court-ordered child support obligation owed to the division, on or before the effective date of
P.L.2025, c.5 (C.30:4C-29a et al.), as reimbursement for maintenance costs incurred while a
child was in the care or custody of the division shall be unenforceable and uncollectable, and
any portion of a judgment that imposes fees shall be vacated.

f.  All unsatisfied civil judgments, on or before the effective date of P.L.2025, c.5
(C.30:4C-29a et al.), based on a court-ordered child support obligation to reimburse the
division for maintenance costs incurred while a child was in the care or custody of the division
are deemed to be null and void and shall be vacated and discharged.

g. All warrants issued, on or before the effective date of P.L.2025, c.5 (C.30:4C-29a et
al.), solely based on the alleged failure to pay or to appear on a court date set for the sole
purpose of enforcing the obligation owed to the division, including the payment of statutory
or court-ordered fines, fees, costs, or other monetary penalties previously assessed or imposed
for failure to reimburse the division for the costs of maintenance of the child incurred by the
division while a child was in the care or custody of the division shall be reviewed and vacated
consistent with the provisions of P.L.2025, c¢.5 (C.30:4C-29a et al.).

h. Any outstanding liens entered on any and all property to which the defendant shall have
or acquire an interest, in accordance with the provisions of subsection e. of section 1 of
P.L.1962, c.142, (30:4C-29.1) and in effect immediately prior to the effective date of P.L.2025,
c.5 (C.30:4C-29a et al.), are deemed to be null and void and shall be vacated and discharged.

4. This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved January 30, 2025.
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AN AcCT concerning the liability for maintenance costs of children
in the care or custody of the Division of Child Protection and
Permanency and amending and supplementing P.L.1962, c.142.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. (New section) This act shall be known and may be cited as
the “Equitable Outcomes in Child Support Collection Act.”

2. (New section) The Legislature finds and declares that:

a. Current law requires the State to hold a person who is legally
responsible for a child to be financially liable for the full cost of the
maintenance of the child while the child is in the care and custody of
the Division of Child Protection and Permanency in the Department
of Children and Families.

b. Such liabilities, if encumbered, may result in liens against
property, the imposition of court-ordered fines, fees, costs, or other
monetary penalties.

c. As of December 2023, there were a total of 3,176 open
Department of Children and Families resource family care child
support cases, 2,464 of those were arrears only cases where the case
was closed but the legally responsible person still owed child
support.

d. The total amount of arrears owed to the Department of
Children and Families has grown by over 50 percent between 2017
and 2022, due in part to the cost incurred by the State in pursuing
such collections and the difficulties faced by families in satisfying
judgments.

e. With approximately 90 percent of parents involved with the
Division of Child Protection and Permanency considered indigent,
it is well established that this policy of child support collection has
negative impacts on families and possibly delays reunification of
children in out-of-home placements.

f. In 2022, the Children’s Bureau, an office of the federal
Administration for Children and Families, issued a revised policy
allowing and encouraging state Title IV-E agencies, such as the
State’s Department of Children and Families, to define more
narrowly where it is appropriate to seek child support from legally
responsible persons given the nationwide impacts to vulnerable
families and low vyields in collection.

g. Current law poses a barrier to the State’s efforts to advance
the revised policy and reduce the negative impact the collection of
child support and subsequent arrears has on legally responsible
persons. Ending this policy and waiving arrears will support

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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families under the care and custody of the Division of Child
Protection and Permanency and help reduce racial inequity and
wealth gaps within the State.

h. Data and research show that the resources states expend on
efforts to collect child support from legally responsible persons, as
reimbursement for their children’s maintenance costs, exceeds the
amount of child support that states collect.

i. If the revised policy is implemented, the State is unlikely to
incur negative financial impacts by stopping the collection of
unpaid, outstanding child support arrearages because of the expense
to the State in pursuing collection activities, the resulting low
percentage of collections, and the ability to seek federal
reimbursement for the cost of maintenance of children in resource
family care.

j. By reducing the rates of family separation and increasing the
number of kinship placements and family reunifications, the
enactment of this legislation will allow the State and DCPP to
continue to support parents and remove barriers to reunifying
families as quickly and safely as possible.

3. Section 1 of P.L.1962, c.142 (C.30:4C-29.1) is amended to
read as follows:

1. a. [In any case in which the Department of Children and
Families, through the Division of Child Protection and Permanency,
is providing care or custody for any child when the child is in a
resource family home, any legally responsible person of the child, if
of sufficient financial ability, is liable for the full costs of
maintenance of the child incurred by the division. If the legally
responsible person is of insufficient financial ability, the person is
liable in an amount which a court of competent jurisdiction directs
according to a scheduled rate approved by the division. Nothing
contained herein shall prevent the legally responsible person from
voluntarily executing an agreement for payment to the division for
the costs of maintenance of the child receiving care or custody
when the child is in a resource family home.] (Deleted by
amendment, P.L. , c.  (pending before the Legislature as this
bill))

b. [The division shall have a lien against the property of the
legally responsible person in an amount equal to the amount to be
paid, which lien shall have priority over all unrecorded
encumbrances.] (Deleted by amendment, P.L. , C. (pending
before the Legislature as this bill))

c. [If the legally responsible person fails to reimburse the
department, through the division, for the costs of maintenance of a
child incurred by the division when the child is in a resource family
home, a court of competent jurisdiction, upon the complaint of the
Commissioner of Children and Families, may summon the legally
responsible person and other witnesses, and may order the legally
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responsible person to pay an amount to the department, according to
a scheduled rate approved by the division.] (Deleted by
amendment, P.L. , c.  (pending before the Legislature as this
bill))

d. In any case in which the [department] Department of
Children and Families, through the [division] Division of Child
Protection and Permanency, has agreed to provide youth facilities
aid to a public, private, or voluntary agency pursuant to P.L.1962,
c.142 (C.30:4C-29.1 et seq.), the division shall have a lien against
the property of any person, persons, or agency so contracting, in an
amount equal to the amount or amounts so contracted to be paid,
which lien shall have priority over all unrecorded encumbrances.
The lien shall be reduced for each year of service provided by the
agency at a rate to be negotiated by the division and the agency, but
in no case more than 20[%] percent a year; provided, however, that
annual reductions shall not exceed $10,000.

e. Any current child support obligation or any unpaid outstanding
arrears balance of a court-ordered child support obligation owed to
the division, on or before the effective date of P.L. ,c. (C. )
(pending before the Legislature as this bill), as reimbursement for
maintenance costs incurred while a child was in the care or custody
of the division shall be unenforceable and uncollectable, and any
portion of a judgment that imposes fees shall be vacated.

f. _All unsatisfied civil judgments, on or before the effective date
of P.L. ,c. (C. ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill),
based on a court-ordered child support obligation to reimburse the
division for maintenance costs incurred while a child was in the
care or custody of the division are deemed to be null and void and
shall be vacated and discharged.

g. All warrants issued, on or before the effective date of
P.L. ,c. (C. ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill),
solely based on the alleged failure to pay or to appear on a court
date set for the sole purpose of enforcing the obligation owed to the
division, including the payment of statutory or court-ordered fines,
fees, costs, or other monetary penalties previously assessed or
imposed for failure to reimburse the division for the costs of
maintenance of the child incurred by the division while a child was
in the care or custody of the division shall be reviewed and vacated
consistent with the provisions of P.L. ,c. (C. ) (pending
before the Legislature as this bill).

h. Any outstanding liens entered on any and all property to
which the defendant shall have or acquire an interest, in accordance
with the provisions of subsection e. of section 1 of P.L.1962, ¢.142,
(30:4C-29.1) and in effect immediately prior to the effective date of
P.L. ,c. (pending before the Legislature as this bill), are deemed
to be null and void and shall be vacated and discharged.

(cf: P.L.2012, c.16, 5.93)
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4. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill is to be known as the “Equitable Outcomes in Child
Support Collection Act.” The bill amends section 1 of P.L.1962,
c.142 (C.30:4C-29.1) to remove provisions in the statutes that
outline how the Department of Children and Families currently
collects child support obligations from legally responsible persons
to offset the costs of maintenance, incurred by the Division of Child
Protection and Permanency (DCPP), on behalf of children in the
DCPP’s care or custody, and establishes new procedures for such
collection.

Specifically, as amended, the bill stipulates that any current child
support obligation or any unpaid outstanding arrears balance of a
court-ordered child support obligation, all unsatisfied civil
judgments based on a court-ordered child support obligation, all
warrants issued solely based on the alleged failure to pay or the sole
purpose of enforcing a child support obligation, or any current
outstanding liens entered on any and all property to which the
defendant has or has acquired an interest, which is owed to
reimburse the DCPP for maintenance costs incurred while a child
was in its care or custody, are deemed null and void and are to be
vacated and discharged.

This bill updates the State’s statutes concerning the liability for
maintenance costs of children in the care or custody of the DCPP to
align with revised policies issued in 2022 by the Children’s Bureau,
an office of the federal Administration for Children and Families,
allowing for Title IV-E agencies to define more narrowly when it is
appropriate to seek child support from legally responsible persons.



SENATE HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND SENIOR
CITIZENS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 2331

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JANUARY 29, 2024

The Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens
Committee reports favorably Senate Bill No. 2331.

This bill is to be known as the “Equitable Outcomes in Child
Support Collection Act.” The bill amends section 1 of P.L.1962, c.142
(C.30:4C-29.1) to remove provisions in the statutes that outline how
the Department of Children and Families currently collects child
support obligations from legally responsible persons to offset the costs
of maintenance, incurred by the Division of Child Protection and
Permanency (DCPP), on behalf of children in the DCPP’s care or
custody, and establishes new procedures for such collection.

Specifically, the bill stipulates that any current child support
obligation or any unpaid outstanding arrears balance of a court-ordered
child support obligation, all unsatisfied civil judgments based on a
court-ordered child support obligation, all warrants issued solely based
on the alleged failure to pay or the sole purpose of enforcing a child
support obligation, or any current outstanding liens entered on any and
all property to which the defendant has or has acquired an interest,
which is owed to reimburse the DCPP for maintenance costs incurred
while a child was in its care or custody, are deemed null and void and
are to be vacated and discharged.

This bill updates the State’s statutes concerning the liability for
maintenance costs of children in the care or custody of the DCPP to
align with revised policies issued in 2022 by the Children’s Bureau, an
office of the federal Administration for Children and Families,
allowing for Title IV-E agencies to define more narrowly when it is
appropriate to seek child support from legally responsible persons.



SENATE BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 2331

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: OCTOBER 7, 2024

The Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee reports
favorably Senate Bill No. 2331.

This bill is to be known as the “Equitable Outcomes in Child
Support Collection Act.” The bill amends section 1 of P.L.1962, c.142
(C.30:4C-29.1) to remove provisions in the statutes that outline how
the Department of Children and Families currently collects child
support obligations from legally responsible persons to offset the costs
of maintenance, incurred by the Division of Child Protection and
Permanency (DCPP), on behalf of children in the DCPP’s care or
custody, and establishes new procedures for such collection.

Specifically, the bill stipulates that any current child support
obligation or any unpaid outstanding arrears balance of a court-ordered
child support obligation, all unsatisfied civil judgments based on a
court-ordered child support obligation, all warrants issued solely based
on the alleged failure to pay or the sole purpose of enforcing a child
support obligation, or any current outstanding liens entered on any and
all property to which the defendant has or has acquired an interest,
which is owed to reimburse the DCPP for maintenance costs incurred
while a child was in its care or custody, are deemed null and void and
are to be vacated and discharged.

This bill updates the State’s statutes concerning the liability for
maintenance costs of children in the care or custody of the DCPP to
align with revised policies issued in 2022 by the Children’s Bureau, an
office of the federal Administration for Children and Families,
allowing for Title IV-E agencies to define more narrowly when it is
appropriate to seek child support from legally responsible persons.

FISCAL IMPACT:
This bill is not certified as requiring a fiscal note.
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INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 5, 2024

Sponsored by:

Assemblywoman SHANIQUE SPEIGHT
District 29 (Essex and Hudson)
Assemblywoman TENNILLE R. MCCOY
District 14 (Mercer and Middlesex)
Assemblywoman SHAMA A. HAIDER
District 37 (Bergen)

Co-Sponsored by:
Assemblywomen Reynolds-Jackson, Murphy and Assemblyman Wimberly

SYNOPSIS

“Equitable Outcomes in Child Support Collection Act”; establishes
procedures regarding collection of child support on behalf of children in
custody of DCPP.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 12/19/2024)
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AN AcCT concerning the liability for maintenance costs of children
in the care or custody of the Division of Child Protection and
Permanency and amending and supplementing P.L.1962, c. 142.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. (New section) This act shall be known and may be cited as
the “Equitable Outcomes in Child Support Collection Act.”

2. (New section) The Legislature finds and declares that:

a. Current law requires the State to hold a person who is legally
responsible for a child to be financially liable for the full cost of the
maintenance of the child while the child is in the care and custody of
the Division of Child Protection and Permanency in the Department
of Children and Families.

b. Such liabilities, if encumbered, may result in liens against
property, the imposition of court-ordered fines, fees, costs, or other
monetary penalties.

c. As of December 2023, there were a total of 3,176 open
Department of Children and Families resource family care child
support cases, 2,464 of those were arrears only cases where the case
was closed but the legally responsible person still owed child
support.

d. The total amount of arrears owed to the Department of
Children and Families has grown by over 50 percent between 2017
and 2022, due in part to the cost incurred by the State in pursuing
such collections and the difficulties faced by families in satisfying
judgments.

e. With approximately 90 percent of parents involved with the
Division of Child Protection and Permanency considered indigent,
it is well established that this policy of child support collection has
negative impacts on families and possibly delays reunification of
children in out-of-home placements.

f. In 2022, the Children’s Bureau, an office of the federal
Administration for Children and Families, issued a revised policy
allowing and encouraging state Title IV-E agencies, such as the
State’s Department of Children and Families, to define more
narrowly where it is appropriate to seek child support from legally
responsible persons given the nationwide impacts to vulnerable
families and low vyields in collection.

g. Current law poses a barrier to the State’s efforts to advance
the revised policy and reduce the negative impact the collection of
child support and subsequent arrears has on legally responsible
persons. Ending this policy and waiving arrears will support

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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families under the care and custody of the Division of Child
Protection and Permanency and help reduce racial inequity and
wealth gaps within the State.

h. Data and research show that the resources states expend on
efforts to collect child support from legally responsible persons, as
reimbursement for their children’s maintenance costs, exceeds the
amount of child support that states collect.

i. If the revised policy is implemented, the State is unlikely to
incur negative financial impacts by stopping the collection of
unpaid, outstanding child support arrearages because of the expense
to the State in pursuing collection activities, the resulting low
percentage of collections, and the ability to seek federal
reimbursement for the cost of maintenance of children in resource
family care.

j. By reducing the rates of family separation and increasing the
number of kinship placements and family reunifications, the
enactment of this legislation will allow the State and DCPP to
continue to support parents and remove barriers to reunifying
families as quickly and safely as possible.

3. Section 1 of P.L.1962, c.142 (C.30:4C-29.1) is amended to
read as follows:

1. a. [In any case in which the Department of Children and
Families, through the Division of Child Protection and Permanency,
is providing care or custody for any child when the child is in a
resource family home, any legally responsible person of the child, if
of sufficient financial ability, is liable for the full costs of
maintenance of the child incurred by the division. If the legally
responsible person is of insufficient financial ability, the person is
liable in an amount which a court of competent jurisdiction directs
according to a scheduled rate approved by the division. Nothing
contained herein shall prevent the legally responsible person from
voluntarily executing an agreement for payment to the division for
the costs of maintenance of the child receiving care or custody
when the child is in a resource family home.] (Deleted by
amendment, P.L. , c.  (pending before the Legislature as this
bill))

b. [The division shall have a lien against the property of the
legally responsible person in an amount equal to the amount to be
paid, which lien shall have priority over all unrecorded
encumbrances.] (Deleted by amendment, P.L. , C. (pending
before the Legislature as this bill))

c. [If the legally responsible person fails to reimburse the
department, through the division, for the costs of maintenance of a
child incurred by the division when the child is in a resource family
home, a court of competent jurisdiction, upon the complaint of the
Commissioner of Children and Families, may summon the legally
responsible person and other witnesses, and may order the legally
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responsible person to pay an amount to the department, according to
a scheduled rate approved by the division.] (Deleted by
amendment, P.L. , c.  (pending before the Legislature as this
bill))

d. In any case in which the [department] Department of
Children and Families, through the [division] Division of Child
Protection and Permanency, has agreed to provide youth facilities
aid to a public, private, or voluntary agency pursuant to P.L.1962,
c.142 (C.30:4C-29.1 et seq.), the division shall have a lien against
the property of any person, persons, or agency so contracting, in an
amount equal to the amount or amounts so contracted to be paid,
which lien shall have priority over all unrecorded encumbrances.
The lien shall be reduced for each year of service provided by the
agency at a rate to be negotiated by the division and the agency, but
in no case more than 20[%] percent a year; provided, however, that
annual reductions shall not exceed $10,000.

e. Any current child support obligation or any unpaid outstanding
arrears balance of a court-ordered child support obligation owed to
the division, on or before the effective date of P.L. ,c. (C. )
(pending before the Legislature as this bill), as reimbursement for
maintenance costs incurred while a child was in the care or custody
of the division shall be unenforceable and uncollectable, and any
portion of a judgment that imposes fees shall be vacated.

f. _All unsatisfied civil judgments, on or before the effective date
of P.L. ,c. (C. ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill),
based on a court-ordered child support obligation to reimburse the
division for maintenance costs incurred while a child was in the
care or custody of the division are deemed to be null and void and
shall be vacated and discharged.

g. All warrants issued, on or before the effective date of P.L. |,
c. (C. ) (pending before the Legislature as this bill), solely based
on the alleged failure to pay or to appear on a court date set for the
sole purpose of enforcing the obligation owed to the division,
including the payment of statutory or court-ordered fines, fees,
costs, or other monetary penalties previously assessed or imposed
for failure to reimburse the division for the costs of maintenance of
the child incurred by the division while a child was in the care or
custody of the division shall be reviewed and vacated consistent
with the provisions of P.L. ,c. (C. ) (pending before the
Legislature as this bill).

h. Any outstanding liens entered on any and all property to
which the defendant shall have or acquire an interest, in accordance
with the provisions of subsection e. of section 1 of P.L. 1962, c.
142, (30:4C-29.1) and in effect immediately prior to the effective
date of P.L. , c. (pending before the Legislature as this bill), are
deemed to be null and void and shall be vacated and discharged.

(cf: P.L.2012, c. 16, 5.93)
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4. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill is to be known as the “Equitable Outcomes in Child
Support Collection Act.” The bill amends section 1 of P.L.1962,
c.142 (C.30:4C-29.1) to remove provisions in the statutes that
outline how the Department of Children and Families currently
collects child support obligations from legally responsible persons
to offset the costs of maintenance, incurred by the Division of Child
Protection and Permanency (DCPP), on behalf of children in the
DCPP’s care or custody, and establishes new procedures for such
collection.

Specifically, as amended, the bill stipulates that any current child
support obligation or any unpaid outstanding arrears balance of a
court-ordered child support obligation, all unsatisfied civil
judgments based on a court-ordered child support obligation, all
warrants issued solely based on the alleged failure to pay or the sole
purpose of enforcing a child support obligation, or any current
outstanding liens entered on any and all property to which the
defendant has or has acquired an interest, which is owed to
reimburse the DCPP for maintenance costs incurred while a child
was in its care or custody, are deemed null and void and are to be
vacated and discharged.

This bill updates the State’s statutes concerning the liability for
maintenance costs of children in the care or custody of the DCPP to
align with revised policies issued in 2022 by the Children’s Bureau,
an office of the federal Administration for Children and Families,
allowing for Title IV-E agencies to define more narrowly when it is
appropriate to seek child support from legally responsible persons.



ASSEMBLY CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND FOOD SECURITY
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 3517

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MAY 16, 2024

The Assembly Children, Families and Food Security Committee
reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 3517.

This bill is to be known as the “Equitable Outcomes in Child
Support Collection Act.” The bill amends section 1 of P.L.1962,
c.142 (C.30:4C-29.1) to remove provisions in the statutes that
outline how the Department of Children and Families currently
collects child support obligations from legally responsible persons
to offset the costs of maintenance, incurred by the Division of Child
Protection and Permanency (DCPP), on behalf of children in the
DCPP’s care or custody, and establishes new procedures for such
collection.

Specifically, the bill stipulates that any current child support
obligation or any unpaid outstanding arrears balance of a court-
ordered child support obligation, all unsatisfied civil judgments
based on a court-ordered child support obligation, all warrants
issued solely based on the alleged failure to pay or the sole purpose
of enforcing a child support obligation, or any current outstanding
liens entered on any and all property to which the defendant has or
has acquired an interest, which is owed to reimburse the DCPP for
maintenance costs incurred while a child was in its care or custody,
are deemed null and void and are to be vacated and discharged.

This bill updates the State’s statutes concerning the liability for
maintenance costs of children in the care or custody of the DCPP to
align with revised policies issued in 2022 by the Children’s Bureau,
an office of the federal Administration for Children and Families,
allowing for Title IV-E agencies to define more narrowly when it is
appropriate to seek child support from legally responsible persons.



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 3517

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: OCTOBER 21, 2024

The Assembly Judiciary Committee reports favorably Assembly
Bill No. 3517.

This bill is to be known as the “Equitable Outcomes in Child
Support Collection Act.” The bill amends section 1 of P.L.1962, c.142
(C.30:4C-29.1) to remove provisions in the statutes that outline how
the Department of Children and Families currently collects child
support obligations from legally responsible persons to offset the costs
of maintenance, incurred by the Division of Child Protection and
Permanency (DCPP), on behalf of children in the DCPP’s care or
custody, and establishes new procedures for such collection.

Specifically, the bill stipulates that any current child support
obligation or any unpaid outstanding arrears balance of a court-ordered
child support obligation, all unsatisfied civil judgments based on a
court-ordered child support obligation, all warrants issued solely based
on the alleged failure to pay or the sole purpose of enforcing a child
support obligation, or any current outstanding liens entered on any and
all property to which the defendant has or has acquired an interest,
which is owed to reimburse the DCPP for maintenance costs incurred
while a child was in its care or custody, are deemed null and void and
are to be vacated and discharged.

This bill updates the State’s statutes concerning the liability for
maintenance costs of children in the care or custody of the DCPP to
align with revised policies issued in 2022 by the Children’s Bureau, an
office of the federal Administration for Children and Families,
allowing for Title IV-E agencies to define more narrowly when it is
appropriate to seek child support from legally responsible persons.
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sovernor Murphy Takes Action on Legislation

01/30/2025

TRENTON - Today, Governor Murphy signed the following bills into law:

S-684/A-2334 (Singer, Diegnan/Tully, Swain, Sampson) - Requires telecommunications, cable television, and Internet
service providers to allow for service contracts to be paused or canceled following service recipient’s admission to
long-term care facility

S-720/A-4168 (Burgess, Vitale/Reynolds-Jackson, Atkins, Stanley) - Requires DCPP to consult with Division of
Developmental Disabilities following finding of child abuse or neglect to create services plan for person with
developmental disability under certain circumstances

S-2331/A-3517 (Ruiz, Vitale/Speight, McCoy, Haider) - “Equitable Outcomes in Child Support Collection Act”;
establishes procedures regarding collection of child support on behalf of children in custody of DCPP

S-3179/A-2941 (Cryan/Schaer, Wimberly) - Concerns certain emergency operations plans required to be submitted to
law enforcement agencies

S-3308/A-4513 (Scutari, Greenstein/Speight, Karabinchak, Wimberly) - Requires electric public utilities to implement
certain improvements to interconnection process for certain grid supply solar facilities and energy storage facilities

S-3879/A-5123 (Timberlake/Morales, Carter, Miller) - Amends lists of projects eligible to receive loans for
environmental infrastructure projects from NJ Infrastructure Bank for FY2025

S-3880/A-5124 (Lagana/Swain, Park, Freiman) - Amends list of hazard mitigation and resilience projects approved
for funding by NJ Infrastructure Bank under FY2025 Community Hazard Assistance Mitigation Program

S-3881/A-5122 (Cruz-Perez, Beach/Rodriguez, Bailey, Bagolie) - Amends lists of environmental infrastructure
projects approved for long-term funding by DEP under FY2025 environmental infrastructure funding program

S-3921/A-5090 (Sarlo/Calabrese) - Reallocates standardbred horse racing purse subsidies from Freehold Raceway to
Meadowlands Racetrack under certain circumstances

S-3922/A-5120 (Zwicker, Turner/Peterpaul, Verrelli, Moen) - Appropriates $18,518,738 from constitutionally
dedicated CBT revenues to NJ Historic Trust for grants for certain historic preservation projects and associated
administrative expenses

S-3936/A-5119 (Singleton, Johnson/Drulis, Sampson, Murphy) - Appropriates $60 million from constitutionally
dedicated CBT revenues for recreation and conservation purposes to DEP for State capital and park development
projects

SJR-76/AJR-101 (Ruiz, Turner/Lampitt, Matsikoudis, Rodriguez) - Designates second Friday in December of each

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562025/approved/20250130b.shtml 1/2



12/1/25, 11:12 AM Office of the Governor | Governor Murphy Takes Action on Legislation

year as “PSRPs in Our Schools Day” in New Jersey to recognize contributions of paraprofessionals and school-related
personnel (PSRPs)

A-4571/S-3472 (Calabrese, Lopez, Verrelli/Zwicker, Johnson) - Makes various changes to powers and duties of NJ
Infrastructure Bank

A-4968/S-3839 (Calabrese, Carter/Diegnan, Mukherji) - Modifies list of transportation infrastructure projects eligible
to receive loans from NJ Infrastructure Bank for FY2025

A-5121/S-3943 (Katz, Egan, Collazos-Gill/Vitale, Diegnan) - Appropriates $49.5 million from constitutionally

dedicated CBT revenues to DEP for State acquisition of lands for recreation and conservation purposes, including Blue
Acres projects, and Green Acres Program administrative costs

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562025/approved/20250130b.shtml 2/2
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