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SENATE, No. 165

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 25, 1929
By Mr. WOLBER
Referred to Committee on Education

AN Acr to establish Juveaile and Domestic Relations Courts, defining their jurisdiction,

powers and duties, and regulating procedure therein. (Revision of 1929.)

1 BE 1T ENACTED by tl:e'Sena!e and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
1 1. This act shall be known as the “Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court
2 Law.” Tts purpose is to secure for each child under its jurisdiction such eare, guid-
3 ance and control, preferably in his own home, as will conduce to the child’s welfare
4 and the best interests of the State; and when such child is removed from his own
5 family, to secure for him custody, care and discipline as nearly as possible equivalent
6 to that which should have been given by his parents. The principle is hereby
7 recognized that children under the jurisdiction of the court are wards of the State,
8 subject to the discipline and entitled to the protection of the State, which may inter-
9 vene to safeguard them from neglect or injury and to enforce the legal obligations
10 due to them and from them.
1 2. The Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court is hereby vested with exclusive
2 jurisdiction to hear and determine all cases against a child under sixteen years who
3 shall commit any of the hereinafter mentioned offences when under the age of sixteen
4 years, (a) who violates any penal law or municipal ordinance, or {b) who commits
5 any act or offence for which he could he prosecuted in a method partaking of the
6 nature of a criminal action or proceeding, or {c) who iz a disorderly person, or (d)
7 habitually vagrant, or (e) incorrigible, or (f) immoral, or (g) who knowingly asso-
8 ciates with thieves or vicious or immorai persons, or (h) is growing up in idleness or

9 crime, or (i) knowingly visits gambling places, or patronizes other places or-estab-



10 lishments, his admission to which ronstitutes a violation of law, or (j) idly roams
11 the streets at night, or (k) who is an habitual truant from school, or (1) who so de-
12 ports himself as to mdang« *he morals, heaith or general welfare of said child.
13 The court shall also have jurisdiction to hear and determine disputes involving the
14 domestic relation or the weliare of children, the jurisdiction over which is now or
15 may hereafter be vested by law in any court of this State except the Court of Chan-
16 cery or Orphans’ Court. It shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine complaints
17 for violation of the following acts, “An act concerning disorderly persons™ (Revi-
18 sion of 1898), “An act for the settlement and relief of the poor” (Revision of 1924),
19 “An act concerning the welfare of children” (approved April the eighth, nineteen
20 hundred and fifteen), “An act for the maintenance of bastards” (Revision of 1898),
21 “An act to promote home life for dependent chiidren,” and the acts amendatory of
22 and supplemnental to the above entitled acts together with any future acts, revisions,
23 re-enactment or new acts covering similar complaints or offences, where the grava-
24 men of the complaint under such acts is the failure or neglect of one member of
25 the family to satisfy or discharge his legal obligations to another of a family, and
26 also jurisdiction to hear and determine complaints against any person who shall
27 abuse, neglect, cruelly treat or abandon a child or children or who shall contribute
28 to the delinquency of any child. It shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine in
29 summary manner, disputes involving the domestic relation, where the gravamen of
30 the complaint is the failure to provide support or adequate support. and such failure
31 or inadequacy results or may result in the delinquency of children?

1 3. In counties other than those of the first class, the judge of th;: Common Pleas

2 Court shall be the judge of the “]uvéniie and Domestic Relations Court” of said

3 counties, In counties, not of the first class, having more than one Common Pleas

4 judge, the Supreme Court Justice sitting in said county shall designate which of said

5 Common Pleas judges shall preside over said Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court

6 of said county, whenever the Common Pleas judges can not decide which judge shali

7 preside over said court. In the event of the death, absence from the county, sick-

8 ness or disability of the judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court, any

9 other Common Pleas judge of said county or any other county of the State, may

10 preside over the court.
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1 4. Children who appear before the court in any capacity shall be deemed to be

2 wards of the court, and protected accordingly. .
1 5. Proceedings before ti\eiijuvenile and Domestic Relation;Court shall be insti-
2 tuted by a complaint or petition’, and shall be verified by the o;:th or affirmation of
3 the persons making same, which complaint or petition may be made upon information
4: and belief. Upon the filing of a complaint or petition, the court or judge thereof
5 may forthwith or after causing an investigation to be made by a probation officer.
6 or other person, cause to be issued a capias. summons, warrant or subpana, requir-
7 ing the persons complained against, and in case it being a child, the parent or par-
8 ents, guardian or guardians, person or persons, having control and supervision over
9 such child, who shall be necessary parties, commanding them at a time and place to be
10 set to appear and testify or show cause why the person or persons before the court
11 shall not be dealt with according to law. Upon the return of the writ of process
12 the court or a judge thereof shall Vproceed to hear and determine the case in a sun-
13 mary manner. The hearing may be postponed at the discretion of the judge.
1 6. In all cases coming before the county juvenile court under or by virtue of
2 the provisions of this act, said court shall be vested with all the powers, rights and
3 privileges incident to the hearing, determination and final disposition of such cases as
4 are or may be exercised or enjoyed by any other court having jurisdiction over such
5 cases, and the process to secure the appecarance of parties and witnesses shall be, as
6‘ nearly as may be, such process as is required to sccure the presence thercof in other
7 courts of this State having jurisdiction of such matters, and process ‘may be served
8 in the same manner as provided for the service of process in other cases in which
9 the juvenile court has jurisdiction.
1 7. No compensation shall be allowed to any public officer or official for any
2 service performed under and by virtue of the provisions of this act, except as ex-
3 pressly provided for by law.
1 8. In any case wherein the'juvenilc‘ court shall have acyunired jurisdiction of a
2 child, such jurisdiction may be retained during the continuance of the term for which
3 such child shall have been committed, or if released by the court before the expira-

4 tion of such commitment and placed on probation, or if placed on probation in the
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5 first instance, then such jurisdiction may be ;etained for the period of such proba-
6 tion notwithstanding such child shall have attained the age of sixteen years during
7 service of such commitment or the period of such probation. .

1 9. In any case wherein the ’i‘juvenile‘lmurt shall have acquired jurisdiction of a
2 child, such child may be committed to m;y institution to which he or she might have
3 been committed by such court, notwithstanding such child shall have attained the -
4 age of sixteen years rafter such oourt shall have acquired jurisdiction over said child,
1 10. The court may, in cases affecting a child under the age of sixteen years,
2 conduct the examination of witnesses without the assistance or counsel and may take
3 tesﬁmony, or make inquiry, into the habits, mode of life, condition of the home and
4 its surroundings, character and mode of life of parents or guardnans of the child,
5 the physical and mental condition of the child, and such other facts that may assist
6 the court in reaching a conclusion as to the nature of the order or decision that
7 shall best conserve the welfare of said child and carry out the objects of this act.
8 The court shall admit to the hearing of children's cases only such persons as are di-
9 rectly interested in the case being heard. An appeal may be taken in juvenile cases on
10 questions of law from any final order or judgment of said court in the manner pro-
11 vided for appeal; from the Courts of Common Pleas of the respective counties.

1 11. Whenever any officer takes a child under sixteen years of age into custody,
2 he shall, unless it is deemed impracticable or has been otherwise ordered by the court,
3 accept the written promise of the parent, guardian or custodian to be responsible for
4 the presence of such child in the court at the time fixed. Thereupon such child may
5 be released in the custody of the parent, guardian or custodian, or in the custody of
6 a probation officer or other person designated by the court. If not so released, such

7 child shall be taken immediately to tise place of detention designated by the court, and
8 the officer taking him shall immediately notify the court and shall file a petition

9 when directed to do so by the court. In the case of any child' whose custody has
10 been assumed by the court and pending the final disposition of the case, the child
11 may be released in the custody of a parent, guardian or custodian, or of a pro-
12 bation officer or other person appointed by the court, to be brought before the court

13 at the time designated. When not released as herein provided, such child, pending
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14 the hearing of the case, shall be detained in such place of detention as shall be desig-
15 nated by the court subject to further order. |
1 12. If during the pendency of a criminal or quasi-criminal charge against any
2 person in any other court, it shall be ascertained that said person was under the age
3 of sixteen years at the time of committing the alleged offence, it shall be the duty
4 of such court to immediately transfer such case together with all the papers, docu-
5 ments and testimony connected therewith to the Juvenile and Domestic Relations
6 Court having jurisdiction. The court making such transfer shall order the child to
7 be taken forthwith to the place of detention designated by the Juvenile and Domestic
8 Relations Court or to that court itself, unless the court making such transfer shall
9 release such child in the custody of some suitable person to appear before the Juve-
10 nile and Domestic Relations Court at a time designated in said order. The Juvenile
11 and Domestic Relations Court shall thereupon proceed to hear and dispose of such
12 case in the same manner as if it had been instituted in that court in the first
13 instance,
1 13. Any and all writs, prosecutions, notices and process issuing out ;)f said court
2 may be served by the sheriff of the county, constable or any police officer. or by any
3 person designated by the court. The .county clerk shall be the clerk of the court and
4 the court shall have a right to use a seal.
1 14. In case any person or persons shall be adjudged to be guilty as charged in
2 the complaint, the said court may impose the penalty now provided by law, or may
3 suspend sentence, and place such person upon probation to the probation ‘officer of
4 the county in which such person resides; such probation shall be on terms to be fixed
5 by the court. The court or a judge thereof may compel any person who shall be ad-
6 judged guilty to give bond with good and sufficient surety, in such sum as the court
7 shall order, to secure the payment of a sum or sums awarded by the court. Any
8 person who fails to comply with the order of the court relative to the terms of pro-
9 bation, condition of bond or surety, or any order or decree of the court, may be
10 adjudged guilty of contempt, or the court may impose the penalty provided by law
11 {or the offence. V
’1 15. The court or a judge thereof on proper cause shown, maj; kommit any child

2 to any public institution established for the care, custody, instruction and reform
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3 of juvenile offenders which is mamtmued by the State or the county or a city in
4 which said child has a settlement, or may commit said child to any like institution
5 maintained by any city, county, township, borough or other municipality in said
6 county in which such child shall zeside or have a settlement, or to any other like in-
7 stitution, commitment to which is now or may hereafter be provided by law, or may
8 commit said child to the care, custody and coritrol of the State Board of Guardians
9 as now or hereafter may be provided by law.
1 16. No adjudication upon the status of any child in the jurisdiction of the court
2 shall operate to impose any of the civil disabilities ordinarily imposed by conviction,
3 nor shall any child be deemed a criminal by reason of such adjudication, nor shali
4 such adjudication be desmed a conviction, nor shall any child be charged with or
$ convicted of a crime in any court, except with the consent of the judge of the Juve-
6 nile and Domestic Relations Court. The disposition of a child or any evidence given
7 in the court shall not be admissable as evidence against the child in any case or pro-
8 ceeding in any other court, nor shall such disposition or evidence be held against
9 the child’s record in any future civil service examination, appointment or applica-
10 tion.
1 17. Said court shall have power to make such decree or order or render such
2 judgment as will protect the interests and welfare of the child or children, in any par-
3 ticular case, in lieu of the penalties now provided 'by law for violation of any laws
4 affecting a minor child, and shall have full power to enforce such decree or order by
§ proceeding for contempt of court.
1 18. In each county of the first class there shall be appointed by the Governor by
2 and with the consent of the Senate a judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations
3 Court of such county who shall be a counsellor-at-law. Such judge shall serve for a
4 term of five years and until his successor is appointed and confirmed, and shall
5 receive such salary, payable by the board of chosen freeholders as such board shall
6 determine; provided, that judges now serving ‘in the juvenile courts of said first-
7 class counties shall continue in office for the remainder of their unexpired terms, as
8 judges of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Courts mﬁblished in their respective
9 counties under this act and shall continue to receive the salary now fixed for said

10 judge. Court attendants now serving in the juvenile courts of first class counties
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11 and who are assigned to the investigation or supervision of children or persons tried
12 on charges .involving domestic relations are herehy transferred to the office of the
13 chief probation officer. Al other court attendants in said courts shall retain their
14 respective positions in the courts hereby created; provided, however, that the court
15 shall have power in reorganizing of the court to fix their respective duties.

1 19. All cases pending before the juvenile courts of first class counties and juve-
2 nile courts in other counties shall be cﬁntinuedv and determined by the judge ap-
3 pointed pursuant to the provisions of this act and the records, papers and files of said
4 court shall be taken and kept as part of the records, papers and files of the courts
5 created pursuant to the provisions of this act.

1 20. In counties for which there shall have been appointed a special judge of the
2 Juvenile and Domestic Relations Coﬁi't the event of the death, sickness, disability,
3 absence or disqualification of such jddgé, a judge of the Court of Common Pleas
4 in such county may hold the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court as pnmded in
5 this act.

1 21. The judge may appoint such clerks and other necessary employees as the
2 county board of chosen freeholders may authorize, and may fix their salaries. Such
3 salaries shall be in lieu of all fees or other allowances; except necessary expenses
4 actually incurred in the performance of their duties. In counties ‘where no special
5 clerk is appointed the county clerk shall act as clerk of the court.

1 22. The county chief probation officer and probation officers shall have charge
2 of the probation work of the court.

1 23. The judge may appoint a probation officer or other suitable person without
2 compensation for such service to act as referce to hear cases coming within the
3 provisions of this act. The hearing of any case may be referred to such referee by
4 order of the court, or the judge may direct that all cases of a certain class or within
5 a certain district to be designated by him shall be initiated before and heard in the
6 first instance by such referee in the manner provided for the initiation and hearing of
“ eages by the court. In all cases coming before him, the referee shall éomply with the

- =nd conform to the procedure provided for the hearing of such cases
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1 24. The court may cause any person coming under its jurisdiction to be ex-
2 amined by a physician, psychiatrist or psychologist, designated by the' court, in order
3 that the condition, special needs and personality of such person may be given due
4 consideration in the disposition of the case. /
! 25. It shall be unlawful to place any child coming within the provisions of this
2 act in any prison, jail, lock-up, police station, vehicle or other place where such child
3 can come in contact with any adult convicted of crime or under arrest and charged
4 with crime.
1 26. Suitable quarters shall be provided by the board of chosen freeholders for
2 the hearing of cases and for the use of the judge, and other employees of the court.
3 All cases involving children shall be heard separately and apart from the trial of
4 cases against adults.
1 27. The couit shall maintain complete records of all petitions and hearings in
2 cases brought before it. Such records shall be withheld from indiscriminate public
3 inspection but shall be opened to inspection by the parent or other authorized repre-
4 sentative of the person concerned and, in the discretion of the court, by other per-
5 sons having a legitimate interest. The court shall devise and cause to be printed such
6 forms for court records and such other papers as may be required in dealing with
7 cases coming within this act. All expenses incurred in complying with the provisions
8 of this act shall be a county charge.
1 28. The court shall have power to frame and publish riles of procedure and
2 practice and for the conduct of officers and employees of the court.
1 29. The court may punish as for contempt any person who contemng the court,
2 who wilfully violates, neglects or refuses to obey or perform any order of the court.
1 30. The court shall hear and determine all cases of children arising under the
2 provisions of this act without a jury. Tf an adult is charged with an offence for
3 which he is entitled to a jury trial, and if he shall so demand, a jury shall be se-
4 lected in accordance with the provisions of the law regulating the selection of juries
5 in the Court of Quarter Séssions.
1 31 Any ax}d all writs, prosecutions and notices arising out of said court shall
2 be served by the sheriff of the county, constable or police officer, or

by any person

3 designated by the court.
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1 32. If any section, subdivision or clause in this act should be held to be uncon-
2 stitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining por-
3 tions of the act. |

1 33. This act shall be liberally construed to accomplish the purpose herein sought.
1 34. He and she, as used in this act shall be synonymous; all references to the
2 court or judge shall be cqnstmed to refer to the juvenile and Domestic Rdaﬁom
3 Court hereby crcated and the Judges thereof; the singular shall be construed to in-
4 clude the plural and the plural the singular when consistent with the intent of the
5 act.

1 35. If any county not of the first class, the board of chosen freeholders shall
2 upon a petition of five percentum (S%‘) of the registered voters of the county re-
3 questing the appointment of a separate judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Rela-
4 tions Court, being filed with it, or may upon a resolution duly passed at a regular
5 meeting of said board, cause to be submitted to the voters of said county, the ques-
6 tion which shall be placed on the ballots at the next annual e]cction,“fShall a sepa-
7 rate Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court be established in this connty > by having

8 placed on all ballots to be used at the next general election the following:

l Yes Shall a separate judge be appointed to
) preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Re-
lations Court iri county of (here enter the

No.: name of county).

9 Place a cross or X opposite “Yes” or “No" as you desire to vote. 1f the majority
10 of votes are “Yes,” the result of the election shall be certified by the proper county
11 officer, to the Goveinor who shall appoint by and with the oons;mt of the Senate, a
12 judge for said court who shall serve ’in the same manner as provided above for the
13 judges in first class counties.
1 36. In any two or more counties of the State not of the first class, the boards
2 of chosen freeholders shall upon a petition of five pei'centum (5%) of the voters
3 of the said counties requesting the appointment of a separate judge of the Juvenile and
4 Domestic Relations Court, being filed with said boards of frecholders, requesting
5 the appointment of a @amte jﬁ&ge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court
6 for the said two or more counties, or the boards of chosen fmhblders of two or

7 more counties may upon a resolution duly passed at the regular meeting of eaid
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10
8 boards of chosen freeholders cause to be submitted to the voters of said counties, the
9 question which shall be placed on dié‘ballots at the next annual election, ??{Shall a
10 separate Juvenile and Domestie Relations Court judge be established in the éounties
il of (ixere enter the names of counties) ?”’ by having placed on all ballots to be used in

12 said counties at the next general election, the following:

Yes, Shall a . separate; judge be appointed to
preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Re-
lations Court in the counties of (here enter

No. the names of counties).

13 Place a cross or X opposite “Yes” or “No™ as you desire to vote. If the majority
14 of the votes are “Yes” the result of the election shall be certified by the proper
15 county officer to the Governor who shall appoint by and with the consent of the Sen-
16 ate, 2 judge for said court who shall serve in said counties in the same manner as
17 provided for judges in first class counties. The salary and necessary expenses in-
18 curred in the performance of hié duties shall be paid by the counties which the said
19 judge serves and shall be according to the population of the counties served as de-
20 termined by last Federal census. The salary of such judge shall be fixed by the

21 boards of chosen freeholders of the counties served.

STATEMENT .

The purpose of this act is to give the State a moré uniform and efficient juvenile
court practice. In nineteen of the counties of the State the juvenile court functions pur-
suant to the act passed in nineteen hundred and three. In nineteen hundred and twelve
the juvenile courts of first class counties and the domestic relations court laws were en-
acted. This proposed act will make the practice uniform throughout the State (except
that in all counties except those of the first class, the Coxxxﬁm Pleas judge will preside
over the courts, the first class counties having a special Juvenile Court judge.

It did not seem feasible at the present time to change the present method of hav-
ing judges of the Court of Common Pleas preside over the court except in first class

counties; the act however, provides {or a referendum election in counties desiring a sepa
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rate judge. The frecholders will fix the judges’ salary and also the budgets to cover
the expenses of the court. The bill also empowers the court to appoint non-salaried
referees t0 hear cases. This should relieve the judges whose calendars are overcrowded,
assure a speedier hearing of juvenile cases and at the same time make possible the main-
tenance of a uniform policy in the treatment of such cases. ’
The adoption of this act will create no additional positions, cause no further ex-

penditure of funds nor add directly to the burden of public taxation.
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SENATE, No. 185

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 25, 1929
By Mr. WOLBER
" Referred to Committee on Education

AN Acr to establish Juvenile and Domestic Relations Courts, defining their jurisdiction,

powers and duties, and regulating procedure therein. (Revision of 1929.)

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
i 1. This act shall be known as the *“Juvenile and D;omestic Relations Court
2 Law.” Its purpose is to secure for each child under its jurisdiction such care, guid-
3 ance and control, preferably in his own home, as will conduce to the child’s welfare
" 4 and the best interests of the State; and when such child is removed from hia own
5 family, to secure for him custody, care and discipline as nearly as possible eqﬁivalent
6 to that which should have been given by his parents. The principle is hereby
7 recognized that children under the jurisdiction of the court are wards of the State,
8 subject to the discipline and entitled to the protection of the State, which may inter-
9 vene to safeguard them from neglect or injury and to enforce the legal obligai;ﬁons

10 due to them and from them.
1 2. A Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court is hereby established in each county
2 of the State and is vested with exclusive jurisdiction to hear and determine all cases

3 against a child under sixteen ycars' who shall commit any of the hereinafter men-

4 tioned offences when under the age of sixteen years, (a) who violates any penal law

5 or municipal ordinance, or (b) who commits any act or offence for which he could be

6 prosecuted in a method partaking of the nature of a criminal action or proceeding, or
7 (<) who is a disorderly person, or (d) habitually vagrant, or (e) incorrigible, or (f)
8 immoral, or (g) who knowingly associates with thieves or vicious or immoral persons,

9 or (h) is growing up in idleness or crime, or (i) knowingly visits gambling places, or
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10 patronizes other places or establishments, his admission to which constitutes a viola-

11 tion of law, or (j) idly roams the strufs at night, or (k) who is an habitual truant
12 from school, or (1) who so deports himseif as to endanger the morals, health or
13 general welfare of said child. The court shall also have jurisdiction to hear and de-
14 termine disputes involving the domestic relation or the welfare of children, the juris-
15 diction over which is now or may hereaiter be vested by law in any court of this
16 State except the Court of Chancery or Orphans’ C&urt. It shall have jurisdiction to
17 hear and determine complaints for violation of the following acts, “An act concern-
18 ing disorderly persons” (Revision of 1898), “An act for the settlement and relief of
19 the poor” (Revision of 1924), “An act concerning the welfare of children” (ap-
20 proved April the eighth, nineteen hundred and fifteen), “An act for the maintenance
21 of bastards” (Revision of 1898}, “An act to promote home life for dependent chil-
22 dren,” and the acts amendatory of and supplemental to the above entitled acts to-
23 gether with any future acts revisions, re-enactment or mew acts covering similar
24 complaints or offenses, where the gravamen of the complaint under such acts is the
25 failure or neglect of one member of the family to satisfy or discharge his legal obli-
26 gations to another of a family, and also jurisdiction to hear and  determine com-
27 plaints against any person wl;é shall abuse, rieglect, cruelly treat or abandon a child or
28 children or who shall contribute to the delinquency of any child. It shall have juris-
29 diction to hear and determine in summary manner, disputes involving the domestic
30 relation, where the gravamen of the complaint is the failure to provide support or
31 adequate support. '
1 3. In counties other than those of the first class, the judge of the Common Pleas
2 Court shall be the judge of the “Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court” of said
3 counties. In counties, not of the first class, having more than one Common Pleas
4 judge, the Supreme Court Justice sitting in said county shall designate which of said
5 Common Pléas judges shall preside over said Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court
6 of said county, whenever the Common Pleas judges can not decide which judge shall
7 pr#side over said court. In the event of the death, absence from the county, sick-
8 ness or disability of the judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court, any
9 other Cor;tmm Pleas judge of said county or any other county of the State, may

10 preside over the court. .



1 4.Chﬂdm‘hoappearbeforeﬁxemminanycapacityshﬂlbewtobe
2 wards of‘th'e court, and protected accordingly.
1 5. Proceedings before the, court shall be institated vy a complaint or petition, and
2 shall be verified by the oath or affirmation of the persons making same, which ou;n-
3 plaint or petition may be made upon information and belief. Upon the ﬁlink of a
4 complaint or petition, the court or judge thereof may forthwith or after causing an
§ investigation to be made by a probation officer, or other person, cause to be issued a
6 capias, summons, warrant or subpcena, requiring the persons complained against, and
7 in case it being a child, the parent or parents, guardian or guardians, person or per-
8 sons, having control and supervision over such child, who shall be necessary parties,
9 commanding them at a time and place to be set to appéar and testify or show cause
10 why the person or persons before the court shall not be dealt with according to law.
11 Upon the return of the writ or procees the cou;t or a judge thereof shall proceed to
12 hear and determine the case in a summary manner. The hearing may be postponed
13 at the discretion of the judge,
1 6. In all cases coming before the: ‘court under or by virtue .of the
2 provisions of this act, said court shall be vested with all the powers, rights and
3 privileges incident to the hearing, determination and final disposition of such.cases as
4 are or may be exercised or enjoyed by any other court having jurisdiction over such
§ cases, and the process to secure the appearance of parties and witnesses shall be, as
6 neatly as may be, such process as is required to secure the presence thercof in other
7 courts of this State having jurisdiction of such matters, and process may be served
8 in the samc manner as provided for the service of process in other cases in which
9 the\,éoutt has jurisdiction.
1 ’ 7. No compensation shall be allowed to any public officer or official for any
2 service performed under and by virtue of the provisions of this act, except as ex-
3 pressly provided for by law.
1 8 In any case wherein the Acourt shall have acquired jurisdiction of a
2 child, such jurisdiction may be retained during the contiiuance of the term for which
3 such child shall have been committed, or if released by the court before the expira-

4 tion of such commitment and placed on probation, or if placed on probation in the
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5 first instance, then such jurisdiction may be retained for the period of such proba-
6 tion notwithstanding such child shail havz attained the age of sixteen years during
7 service of such commitment or the period of such probation.

1 9 In any case wherein the/coust shall have acquired jurisdiction of a
2 child, sﬁch child may be committed to any institution to which he or she might have
3 been committed by such court, notwithstanding such child shall have attained the
4 age of sixteen years after such court shall have acquired jurisdiction over said child.
1 10. The court may, in cases affecting a child under the age of sixteen years,
2 conduct the examination of witnesses without the assistance of counsel and may take
3 testimony, or make inquiry, into the habits, mode of life, condition of the home and
4 its surroundings, character and mode of life of parents or guardians of the child,
5 the physical and mental condition of the child, and such other facts that may assist
6 the court in reaching a conclusion as to the nature of the order or decision that
7 shall best conserve the welfare of said child and carry out the objects of this act.
8 The court shall admit to the hearing of children's cases only such persons as are di-
9 rectly interested in the case being heard.  An appeal may be taken in juvenile cases ’
10 from any final order or juiigment of said court in the manner provided for appeals
11 from the Courts of Common Pleas of the respéctiv’e counties. 4

1 11. Whenever any officer takes a child under sixteen years of age into custody,
2 he shall, unless it is deemed impracticable or has been otherwise ordered by the court,
3 accept the written promise of the parent, guardian or custodian to be responsible for
4 the presence of such child in the court at the time fixed. Thereupon such child may
5 be released in the custody of the parent, guardian or custodian, or in the custody of
6 a probation officer or other person designated by the court. If not so released, such
7 child shall be taken immediately to the place of detention designated by the court, a.nd
8 the officer ‘taking him shall immediately nbtify the court and shall file a petition
9 when directed to do so by the court. In the case of any child whose custody has
10 been assumed by the court and pending the final disposition of the case, the child
11 may be released in the custody of a parent, guardian or custodian, or of a pro-
12 bation officer or other person appointed by the court, to be brought before the court

13 at the time designated. When not released as herein provided, such child, pending
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14 the hearing of the case, shall be detaincd in such place of detention as shall be desig-

15 nated by the court subject to further order.
1 12. If during the pendency of a cair_nina] or quasi-criminal charg? against any
2 person in any other court, it shall be ascertained that said person was under the age
3 of sixteen years at the gime of committing the alleged oﬁence. it shall be the duty
4 of sﬁch court to immediately transfer such case together with all the papers, docu-
5 ments and testimony connected therewith to the Juvenile and Domestic Relations
6 Court having jurisdiction. The court making such transfer shall order the child to
7 be taken forthwith to the place of detention designated by the Juvenile and Domestic
8 Relations Court or to that court itself, unless the court making such transfer shall
9 release such child in the custody of some suitable person to appear before the Juve-
10 nile and Domestic Relations Court at a time designated in said olrder. The Juvenile
11 and Domestic Relations Court shall thereupon proceed to hear and dispose of such
12 case in the same manner as if it had Leen instituted in that court in the first
13 instance. .
1 13. Any and all writs, prosecutions, notices and process issuing out of said court
2 may be served by the sheriff of the county, constable or any police officer, or by any
3 person designated by the court. The county clerk shall be the clerk of the court and
4 the court shall have a right to use a seal. |
1 14. In case any person or persons shall be adjudged to be guilty as charged in
2 the complaint, the said court may impose the penalty now provided by law, or may
3 suspend sentence, and place such person upon probation to the probation officer of
4 the county in which such person resides; such probation shall be on terms to be fixed
5 by the court. The court or a judge thereof may compel any person who shall be ad-
6 judged guilty to give bond with good and sufficient Qurety; in such sum as the court
7 shall order, to secure the payment of a sum or sums awarded by the court. Any
8 person who fails to comply with the order of the court relative to the terms of pro-
9 bation, condition of bond or surety, or any order or decree of the court, may be
10 adjudged guilty of contempt, or the court may impose the penalty provided by law
11 for the offence.
1 15. The court or a judge thereof on proper cause shown, may place the child

2 on probation to the chief probation officer ai the county upon such terms as the court

4
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3 may deem to e to the best interest of the child, may commit any child to any public
3145 institution cstablishm thg care, m}, instruction and reform of juve-
334 nile offenders which is maintained by the State or the county or a city in
4 which said child has a settlement, or may commit said child to any like institution
S maintained by any city; county, township, borough or other municipality in said
6 county in which such child shall reside or have a settlement, or to any other like in-
7 stitution, commitment to which is now or may hereafter be provided by law, or may
8 commit said child to the care, custody and control of the State Board of Guardians
9 as now or hereafter may be provided by law.
1 16. No adjudication upon the status of any child in the jurisdiction of the court
2 shall operate to impose any of the civil disabilities ordinarily imposed by conviction,
3 nor shall any child be deemed a criminal by reason of such adjudication, nor shall
4 such adjudication be deemed a conviction, nor shall any child be charged with or
5 convicted of a crime in any court, except with the consent of the judge of the Juve-
6 nile and Domestic Relations Court. The disposition of a child or any evidence given
7 in the court shall not be admissable as evidence against'the child in any case or pro-
8 ceeding in any other court, nor shall such disposition or evidence be held against
9 the child’s record in any future civil service examination, appointment or applica-
10 tion.
1 17. Said court shall have power to make such decree or ordef or render such
2 judgment as will protect the interests and welfare of the child or children, in any par-
3 ticular case, in lieu of the penalties now provided bf law for violation of any laws
4 affecting a minor child, and shall have full power to‘ enforce such decree or order by
5 proceeding for contempt of court.
1 18. In each county of the first class there shall be appointed by the Governor by
2 and with the consent of the Senate a judge of the Juvériile and Domestic Relations
3 Court of such county who shall be a counsellor-at-law. Such judge shall serve for a
4 term of five years and until his successor is appointed and confirmed, and shall
5 receive such salary, payable by the board of chosen freeholders as such board shall
6 determiﬁe‘; provided, that judges now serving in the juvenile courts of said first-
7 class counties shall continue in office for the remainder of their unexpired terms, as

8 judges of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Courts established in their respective
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9 counties under this act and shall continue 6 roceive the salary now fixed for said
10 judge. Court attendants now serving in the iuvq\ile courts of first class counties
11 and who are assigned to the investigation §r sup‘ervision of children or persons tried
12 on charges involving domestic relations are hereby transferred to the office of the
13 \chief probation officer. All other court attendants in said courts shall retain their
14 respective positions in the courts hereby created; provided, however, that the court
15 shall have power in reorganizing of the court to fix their respective duties.

1 19. All cases pending before the juvenile courts of first class cout;tfes and juve-
2 nile courts in other counties shal! be continued and determined by the judge ap-
3 pointed pursuant to the provisions of this act and the records, papers and files of said
4 court shall be taken and kept as part of the rccords, papers and files of the courts
S created pursuant to the provisions of this act.

1 20. In counties for which there shall have been appointed a special judge of the
2 Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court the event of the death, sickness, disability.
3 absence or disqualification of such judge, a judge of the Court of Common Pleas
4 in such county may hold the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court as provided in
5 this act.

1 21. The judge may appoint such clerks and other necessary empléyees as the
2 county board of chosen freeholders may authorize, and may fix their salaries. Such
3 salaries shall be in lieu of all fees or other allowances; except necessary expenses
4 actually incurred in the performance of their duties. In counties where no special
5 clerk is appointed the county clerk shall act as clerk of the court.

1 22. The county chief probation officer and probation officers shall have charge
2 of the probation work of the court. N

1 23. The judge may appoint a g&obation officer or other suitable person without
2 compensation for such service to act as referee to hear cases coming within the
3 provisions of this act. The hearing of any case may be referred to such referee by
4 order of the court, or the judge may direct that all cases of a certain class or within
§ a certain district to be designated by him shali be initiated before and heard in the
6 first instance by such referee in thé manner provided for the initiation and hearing of

7 cases by the court. In all cases coming before him, the referee shall comply with the




¥
8 requiremeﬁts of and eor;fom: to the prucedure provided for the hearing of such cases
9 by the court." )
1 24. The court may cause any person coruing under its jurisdiction to be ex-
2 amined by a physician, psychiatrist or psycholdgist, designated by the court, in order
3 that the condition, special needs and personality of such person may be given dt;e
4 consideration in the disposition of the case,
1 25. It shall be unlawful to place any child coming within the provisions of this
2 act in any prison, jail, lock-up,‘ police station, vehicle or other place where such child
3 can come in contact with any adult convicted of crime or under arrest and charged
4 with crime.
1 26. Suitable quarters shall be provided by the board of chosen freeholders for
2 the hearing of cases and for the use of the judge, and other employees of the court.
3 All cases involving children shall be heard 'separately" and apar't from the trial of
4 cases against adults. |
1 27. The court shall maintain complete records of all petitions and hearings in
2 cases brought before it. Such records shall be withheld from indiscriminate public
3 inspection but shall be open to inspection by the parent or other authorized repre-
4 sentative of the person concerned and, in the discretion of the court, by other per-
5 sons having a legitimate interest. The court shall devise and cause to be printed such
6 forms for court records and such other papers as may be required in dealing with
7 cases coming within this act. All expenses incurred in complying with the provisions
8 of this act ghall be a county charge.
1 28. The court shall have power to frame and publish rules of procedure and
2 practice and for the conduct of officers and employees of the court.
1 29. The court may punish as for contempt any peréon who contemns the court,
2 who wilfully violates, neglects or refuses to obey or perform any order of the court.
1 30. ‘The court shall hear and determine all cases of children arising under the
2 provisions of this act without a jury. If an adult is charged with an offence for
3 which he is entitled to a jury trial, and if he shall so demand, a jury shall be se-
4 lected in accordance with the provisions of the law regniating‘ the selection of juﬁ&
S in the Court of Quarter Sessions, V
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1 31. Any and all writs, prosecutions wid notices arising out of said court shall
2 be served by the sheriff of the county, constable or police officer, or by any person
3 designated by the court.
1 32. If any section, subdivision or clause in this act should be held (. be uncon-
2 stitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining por-
3 tions of the act.,
1 33. This act shall be liberally construed to accomplish the purpose herein sought.
1 34. He and she, as used in this act shall be synonymous; all references to the
2 court or judge shall be construed to refer to the Juvenile and Domestic Relations
3 Court hereby created and the judge thereof: the singular shall be construed to in-
4 clude the plural and the plural the singular when consistent with the intent of the
5 act.
1 '35. In any county not of the first class, the hoard of chosen freeholders shall
2 upon a petition of five percentum (5%) of the registered voters of the county re-
3 questing the appointment of a separate judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Rela-
4 tions Court, being filed with it, or may upon a resolution duly passed at a regular
5 meeting of said board, cause to be submitted to the voters of said county, the ques-

6 tion which shall be placed on the ballots at the next annual election, “Shall a special

A

7 judge be appointed to preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court of this

8 county?" by having placed on all ballots to be used at the next general election the

9 following:

Yes. Shall a special judge be appoin;ed to pre-
: side over the Juvenile and Domestic Relations |
Conrt in the county of (here enter the name

No. of the county).
9% Place a cross or an X opposite “Yes™ or “No™ as you desire to vote,
10 If the majority of votes arc “Yes,” the result of the clection shall be certified by

11 the proper county officer, to the Governor who shall appoint by and whh the consent
12 of the Senate, a judge for said court who shall serve in the same manner as pr(;vidcd
13 above for the judges in first class counties.

1 36. In any two or more counties of the State not of the first class, the boards

2 of choseri frecholders shall upon a petition of five percentum (5%) of the voters
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3 of the said counties requcstingihe appointment of a separate judge of the Juvenile and
4 Domestic Relations Court, being filed with sauj boards of fx;eeholders, requesting
5 the appointment of a separate judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court
6 for the said two or more counties, or the boards of chosen freeholders of two c;r
7 more counties may upon a resolution duly passed at the ’re-gular meeting of said
8 boards of chosen freeholders cause to be submitted to the voters of said counties, the
9 question. which shall be placed on the ballots at the next annual electién, “Shall a
10 special judge be appointed to preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court
11 of the counties of (here enter the names of counties) ?”" by having placed on all bal-

12 lots to be used in said counties at the next.general election, the following :

!

Yes. Shall a special judge be appointed to

preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Re-
lations Court in the couuties of (here enter
No. the names of counties).

13 Place a cross or an X opposite “Yes” or “No™ as you desire to vote,

14 I the majority of the votes are “Y es” the result of the election shall be certified
15 by the proper county officer to the Governor who shall appoint by and with the con-
16 sent of the Senate, a judge fqr said court who shall serve in sajd counties in the
17 same manner as provided for judges in first class counties. The salary and necessary
18 expenses incurred in the performance of his duties shall be paid by the counties which
19 the said judge serves and shall be according to the population of the counties served
20 as determined by last Federal census. The salary of such judge shall be fixed by the

21 boards of chosen freeholders of the counties served.
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AN Act to establish Juvenile and Domestic Relations Courts, defining their jurisdiction,

powers and duties, and regulating. procedure therein. (Revision of 1929.)

1 BE 11 ENACTED by the .S;enate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
1 1. This act shall be known as the “Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court
2 Law.” TIts purpose is to secure for each child under its jurisdiction such care, guid-
3 ance and contmi, preferably in his own hbme, as will conduce to the child’s welfare
4 and the best interests of the State:; and when such child is removed from his own
5 family, to secure for him custody, care and discipline as nearly as possible equivalent
6 to that which should have been givgn by his parents. The principle is hereby
7 recognized that children under the jurisdiction of the court are wards of the State,
8 subject to the discipline and entitled to the protection of the State, which may inter-
9 vene to safeguard them from neglect or injury and to enforce the lega! obligations

10 due to them and from them.
1 2. A Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court is hereby established in each county
2 of the State and is vested with exclusive jurisdiction to hear anq determine all cases
3 against a child under sixteen years who shall commit any of the liereinafter men-
4 tioned offences when under the age of sixteen years, (a) who violates any penal law
5 or municipal ordinance, or (b) who commits any act or offence for which he could he
6 prosecuted in a method partaking of the nature of a criminal action or proceeding, or
7 (c¢) who is a disorderly person, or {d) habitually vagrant, or (¢) incorrigible, or (f)
8 immoral, or (g) who knowingly associates with thieves or vicious or immoral persons,

9 or (h) is growing up in idleness or crime, or (i) knowingly visits gambling places, or




10 patronizes other places or esiablishments, his admission to which constitutes a viola-
11 tion of law, or (j) idly roams the streets at night, or (k) who is an habitual truant

12 from school, or (1) who so-deports himself as to endanger the morals, health or

13 general weli;re‘} of said child. The coust éhall also have jurisdiction to hear andde-

14 termine disputes involving the d;)mestic relation or the welfare of children, the juris-
15 diction over which is now or may hereafter be vested by law in any court of this
16 State except the Court of Chancery or Orphans’ Court. It shall have jurisdiction to
17 hear and determine complaints for violation of the following acts, “An act concern-
18 ing disorderly persons” (Revision of 1898), “An act for the settlement and relief of
19 the poor” (Revision of 1924}, ““An act concerning the welfare of children” (ap-
20 proved April the eighth, nineteen hundred and fifteen), “An act for the maintenance
21 of bastards™ (Revision of 1898), “An act to promote home life for dependent chil-
22 dren,” and the acts amendatory of and supplemental to the above entitled acts to-

23 gether with any future acts revisions, re-enactment or.new acts covering similar
24 complaints or offenses, where the gravamen of the complaint under such acts is the

25 failure or neglect cf one member of the family to satisfy or discharge his legal obli-

26 gations to another of a family, and also jurisdiction tc hear and determine com-
27 plaints against any person who shall abuse, néglect, cruelly treat or abandon a child or
28 children or who shall contribute to the delinquency of any child. It shall have juris-
29 diction to hear and determiﬁe in summary manner, disputes involving the domestic
30 relation, where the gravamen of the complaint is the failu;'e to provide support or
31 adequate support. |
1 3. In counties other than those of the first class, the judge of the Common Pleas
2 Court shall be thc;. judge of the “Juvenilg anci Doinestic Relations Court” of said
3 counties. In counties, not of the first class, having more than one Commo;1 Pleas
4 judge. the Supreme Court Justice sitting in said county shal! designate which of said
5 Common Pleas judges shall preside over said Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court
6 of said county, whenever the Common Pleas judges ca.n not decide which judge shall
7 preside over said court. In the event of the death, absence from the county, sick-
8 ness or disability of the judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court, any
9 other Common Pleas judge of said county or ’any other- county of the State,

may

10 preside over the court.
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1 4. Children who appear before the sourt in a0y capacity shall be deemed to be-

2 wards of the court, and protected accordingly.

A 1 5. Proceedings before the court shall be instituted by a complaint or petition, and -
2 shall be verified by the oath or affirmation of the persons making same, which com-
3 plaint or petition may be made upon information and belief. Upon the filing of a
4 complaint or petition, the court or judge thereof may forthwith or after causing an

5 investigation to be made by a probation officer, or other person, cause to be issued a

6 capias, summons, warrant or subpeena, requiring the persons complained against, and
7 in case it being a child, the parent or parents, guardian or guardians, person or per-
8 sons, having control and supervision over such child, who shall be necessary parties,
* 9 commanding them at a time and place to be set to appear and testify or show cause

10 why the person or persons before the court shall not be dealt®with according to law.

11 Upon the return of the writ or procees the court or a judge thereof shall proceed to

12 hear and determine the case in a summary manner. The hearing may be postponed
13 at the discretion of the judge.

1 6. In all cases coming before the court under or by -virtue of the
2 provisions of this act, said court shall be vested with all the powers, rights and
3 privileges incident to the hearing, determination and final disposition of such cases as
4 are or may be exer;ised or enjoyed by any other court having jurisdiction over such
5 cases, and the process to secure the appearance of parties and witnesses shall be, as
6 nearly as may be, such process as is required to secure the presence thereof in other
7 courts of this State having jurisdiction of such matters, and pr'ocess may be served
8 in the same manner as provided for the service of process in other cases in which
9 the court has jurisdiction.

1 7. No compensation shall be allowed to any public officer or official for any
2 service performed under and by virtue of the provisions ‘of this act, except as ex-
3 pressly provided for by law.

1 8. In any case wherein the court shall have acquired jurisdiction of a

2 child, such jurisdiction may be retained during the continuance of the term for which

3 such child shall have been committed, or if released by the court before thie expira-

4 tion of such commitment and placed on probation, or if placed on. probation in the
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5 first instance, then such jurisdiction ey be retained for the period of such proba-
6 tion notwithstanding such child shaif ;have attained the age of sixteen years during
7 service of such commitment or the period of such péobaﬁm

1 9. In any case wherein the court shall have acqhired | jurisdiction of a
2 child, such child may be committed to any institution to which he or she might have
3 been committed by such court, notwithstanding.su;h child shall have attained the
4 age of ‘sixteen years after such court shall have acquired jurisdiction over said child.
1 10. The court may, in cases affecting a child under the age of sixteen years,
2 conduct the examiﬂation of witnesses without the assistan& of counsel and may take
3 testimony, or make inquiry, into the habits, mode of life, condition of the home and
4 its surroundings, cziaracter and mode of life of parents or guardians of the child,‘

5 the physical and mental condition of the child, and such other facts that may assist '
6 the court in reaching a conclusion as to the nature of the order or decisic‘m that
7 shall l;est conserve the welfare of said child and carry out the objects of this act.
8 The court shall admit to the hearing of children’s casés only such persons as are di-
9 rectly interested in the case being heard. An appeai may be taken in juvenile cases
10 from any final order or judgment of said court ig‘f ;he manner provided for appeals
11 from the Courts of Common Pleas of the respective counties,

1 11. Whenever any officer takes a child under sixteen years of age into custody,
2 he shall, unle§s it is deemed impracticable or has been otherwise ordered by the court,
3 accept the written promise of the parent, guardian or custodian to be responsible for
4 the presence of such child in the court at the time fixed. Thereupon such child may
5 be released in the custody of the parent, guardian or custodian, or in the custody of
6 a probation officer or other person designated by the court. If not so released, such
7 child shall be taken immediately to the place of detention designated by the court, and
8 the officer taking him shall immediately notify the court and shall file a petition
9 when directed to do so by the court. In the case of émy child whose custody has
10 been assumed by the court and pending the final disposition of the case, the child
11 may be released in the custody of a parent, guardian or custodian, or of ; pro-
12 bation officer or other person appointed b}: the court, to be brought before the court

13 at the time designated. When not released as herein provided, such child, pending
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14 the hearing of the case, shall ix detaingd in such place of detention as shall be desig-
18 nated by the court subject to further order.
1 . 12 If during the pendemy ol a ciiminal {o:;’quasi-criminal charge against any
2 person in any other court, it shall be ascertained that said person was under the age
3 of‘ sixteen years at the time of coiumitting the alleged offence, it shall be the duty
4 of such court to immediately tran#fer such case together with all the papers, docu-
5 ments and iesiimony connected therewith to the Juvel;ile and Domestic Relations
6 Court having jurisdiction. The court making such transfer shall order the child to
7 be taken forthwith to the place of detention designated by the Juvenile and Domestic
8 Relations Court or to that court itself, unless the court making such transfer shall
9 release such child in the custody of some suit#blc person to appear before the Juve-
10 nile and Domestic Relations Court at a'tim‘e designated in said order. The Juvenile
11 and Domestic Relations Court shall thereupon proceed to hear and dispose of such )
12 case in the Me manner as if it had bLeen instituted in that court in the first
13 instance.
1 13. Any and all writs, prosecutions, notices and process issuing out of said court
2 may be served by the sheriff of the county, constable or any police officer, or by any
3 person designated by the court. The county clerk shall be the clerk of the court and
4 the court shall have a right to use a seal.
1 14. In case any person or persons shall be adjudged to be guilty as charged in
2 the complaint, the said couit may impose the penalty now provided by law, or may
3 suspend sentence, and place such person upon pr'obati‘on to the probation officer of
4 the county in which such person resides; such probation shall be on terms to be fixed
5 by the court. The court or a judge thereof may compel any person who shall be ad-
6 judged guilty to give bond with good and sufficient sirety, in such sum as the court
7 shall order, to secure the payment of a sum or sums awarded by the court. Any
8 person who fails to comply with the order of the court relative to the terms of pro-
9 bation, condition of bond or surety, or any order or decree of the court, may be
10 adjudged guilty of contempt, or the court may impose the penalty provided by law
11 for the offence.
1 15. The court or a judge thereof on proper cause shown, may place the child

2 on probation to the chief probation officer of the county upon such terms as the court
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2 may deem to be to the best intgiest of the child, may commit any child to any public
314 institution established for the care, custody, instruction and mf9rm of juv;-
334 nile offenders which- is' maintained- by the State or the county or a city in

4 which said child has a settlement, or may commit said child to any like institution
5 maintained by any city, county, township, borough or other municipality in . said
6 county in which such child shall reside ur have a settlement, or to any other like in-
7 stitution, commitment to which is now or inay hereafter be p::ovided by law, or may
8 commit said child to the care, custody and control of the State Board of Guardians
9 as now or hereafter may be provided by faw.

1 16. No adjudication upon the status of any child in the jurisdiction of the court
2 shall operate to impose any of the civil disabilities ordinarily imposed by conviction,
3 nor shall any child be deemed a criminal by reason of such adjudication, nor shall
4 such adjudication be deemed a conviction, nor shall any child be charged with or
§ convicted of a crime in any court, except with the consent of the judge of the Juve-
6 nile and Domestic Relations Court. The disposition of a child or any evidence given
7 in the court shall not be admissable as evidence against the child in any case or pro-
8 ceeding in any other court, nor shall such disposition or evidence be held against
9 the child’s x;ecord ir: any future civil service examination, appointment or applica-
10 tion, |

H 17. Said court shall have power to make such decree or order or render such
2 judgment as will i}:’otext the interests and welfare 6f the child or children, in any par-
3 ticular case, in lieu of the penalties now provided by lbaw for violation of ax{y laws
4 affecting a minor child, and shall have filli power to enforce such decree or order by
5 proceeding for contempt of court.

1 18. In each county of the first class there shall be appointed by the Governor by
2 and with the consent of the Senate a judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations
3 Court of such county who shall be a counsellor-at-law. Such judge shall serve for a
4 term of five years and until his successor is appointed and corfirmed, and shall
5 receive such salary, payable by the board of chosen freeholders as such board shall
6 determine ; provided, that judges now serving in the juvenile courts of said first-
7 class counties shall continue in office for tie remainder of their unexpired terms, as

8 judges of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Courts established -in their respective
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9 counties under this act cnd shel! ‘contints <o receiv: the salary wow dred for onid
10 judge. Court attendanba row sﬂ.iﬂg;l‘; tbe ;uvem.\. courts of ﬁrst class eourmu
11 and who are assngned to sh‘ Qi .e.twv DT pupervizion 0f duldren ¢r persons tried
12 on charges mvolvmg domestic :ciatxu-a are nereby *tansferred ta the office of tha
13 chief probation officer 2o shall assume the duties and powers of probation ofﬁcers.
14 All other court attendants i saﬁd courts shall veain sheir r:spective positions in the
15 courts hereby created; proividcé &awoevér, fhat e cnut‘t shall have ;)'m}er in fcorgan-
16 izing of the court to fix thuir respective :iuneﬁ

1 19. All cases pendmg before the juvenile soutts of first claas courmes and juve-
2 nile courts in other coimties shall be continved aind determined by the judge ap~
3 pointed pursuant to the provisions of this at md the rééorch, papers ﬁnd'ﬁiesbf said
4 court shall be taken and kept as part 6f the records, papers and files of the courts
S created pursuant to the provisions of this act. Ao rae SR

1 20. In counties for which there shall have been appéinted a special judge of the
2 Juvenile and Domésiic Relations ‘Court the event of the death, sickness, disability,
3 absence or disqualification of such judge. ajadge of ‘the Court of Common Pleas
4 in such county may hoid the Juvenile aé:d Domesiic Relaticus Court as’ pro\}ided in

5 this act, B R BRI

1 21, The judge may appoint ‘such clerks and- mher necessary employees as the
2 county board of chosen freeholders may authorize, and. said board. s!nll fix their
3 salaries. Such salanes shall be i in liru of ali feos or other sllowinces ; éxcept iecessary
4 expenses actually inenred il the performance »f their dﬁtieé;‘ In counties where no
5 special clerk is appointed the county clek sh'a}lvas'i as clerk of the court,” - -

1 22. The county z‘:}:ief{‘probritioﬁ': officer and grbbatibr; officers shall have charge
2 of the prebation wor‘ffqof ‘the céurt. | :

1 23. The judge may a;ipéint a probation officer or other suitable person without
2 compensation for such service to act as refcree o hear cases coming within thé
3 prbvisipns of this act; whenever a referee is anpainted to hear the case of a girl, such
4 referee shall be, whehe§é:‘*1)racticahle, a’ wonan, Tha hearing bf:ﬁny', case may be
5 referred to such refevee Ly or'der of the conri, or the jﬁ(?.ge mey direct that all cases
6 of a certain class or withi:f a ceriiin distrirt to se desighaved by him shall Le initiuted -

7 before and heard in thé first instance by such referce in the manner provided for the

~ -
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B initiation and he‘aring‘ ofcasesdby the _ﬂgg}xg't’;ﬂln all case.;.shcdming, before him, the
9 referee shall comply with the requirements of and cqnfonn to the procedure provided
10 for the hearing of such cases by the court and §lzaﬁ make r&urh of his or her findings
11 and recommendations to the court which shall proceed to enter such order or decree
12 as it may deem proper.

1 24. The court may cause any person coming 'undet‘ its jurisdiction to be ex-
2 amined by a physician, psychiatrist or psychologist, designated by the court, in order
3 that the condition, special needs and personality of such person may be given due
4 consideration in thg diqusitidn of the case. | ‘

1 - 25. It shall be unlawful to place any child coming within the provisions of this
2 act in any prison, jail, lock-up, police station, vehicle or other place where such child
3 can come in contact with any adult epnviéted of crime or under arrest and charged
4 with crime,

1 26. Suitable quarters shall be provided by the board of chosen freeholders for
2 the hearing of cases and for the use of the judge, and other employees of the court.
3 All cases involving children shall be heard separately and apart from the trial of
4 cases against adults. |

1 27. The court shall maintain complete records of all petftim and hearings in
‘ 2 cases brought before it.k Such records shall be withheld from indiscriminate public
3 inspection but shall be open to inspection by the parent or otﬁer authorized repre-
4 sentative of the person concerned and, in the discretion of the court, by other per-
5 sons having a legitimate interest. The court shall devise and cause to be printed such
6 forms for court records and such other pape;-s as may be.required in dealing with
7 cases coming within this act. All expenses incurred in complying with the provisions
8 of this act shall be a county charge.

1 28. The court shall have power to frame and publish rules of proeedure and
2 practice and for the conduct of officers and employees of the court,

1 29. The court may punish as for eontempt any person who contezxm::s the court,
2 who wilfully violates, neglects or refuses to abey or perform any order of the court,
1 30. The court shall hear and determine all cases of children arising under the
2 provisions of this act without a jury. If an adult is charged with an offence for

3 which he is entitled to a jury trial, and if he shall so0 demand, a jury shall be se-



9
4 lected in accordance with the provisions of the law regulating the selection of juries
$ in the Court of Quarter Sessions.
1 31 Any and all writs, prosecutions and notices arising out of said court shall
2 be served by the sheriff of the county, constable or police officer, or byA any . person
3 designated by the court.
1 32, I; any section, subdivision or clause in this act should be held to be uncon-
2 stitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining por-
3 tions of the act.
1 33. This act shall be liberally construed to accomplish the purpose herein sought.
1 34. He and she, as used in this act shall be synonymous; all references to the
2 court or judge shall be construed to refer to the Juvenile: and Domestic Relations
3 Court hereby created and the judge thereof; the singular shall be construed to in-
4 clude the plural and the plural the singular when consistent with the intent of the
5 act.
1 35. In any county not of the first class, the board of chosen frecholders shall
2 upon a petition of five percentum (5%) of the registered voters of the county re-
3 questing the appointment of a separate, judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Rela-
4 tions Court, being filed with it, or may upon a resolution duly passed at a regular
5 meeting of said board, cause t§ be submitted to the voters of said county, the ques-
6 tion which shall be placed on the ballots at the nexf anmual election, “Shall a special
7 judge be appointed to preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court of this
8 county?” by having placed on all ballots to be used at the next general election the

9 following:

Shall a special judge be appointed to pre-

|
‘ Yes, . ! 1 O 1
1 o side over the Juvenile and Domestic Relations
Court in the county of (here enter the name
No. of the county).
914 Place a ¢ross or an X opposite “Yes" or “No” as you desire to vote.
10 If the majority of votes are “Yes," the result of the election shall be certified by

11 the proper county officer, to the Governor who shall appoint by and with tlie consent
12 of the Senate, a judge for said court who shall serve in the same manner as provided

13 above for the judges in first class counties.

1 36. In any two or more counties of the State not of the first class, the boards




10
.2 oi chosen frecholders shall upon & petition of five percentum (5%) of the voters
3 of the said counties requesting the appointment of a separate judge of the Juvenile and
4 Domestic Relations Court, being filed with said boards of frecholders, requesting
-5 the appointment of a separate judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court
6 for the said two or more eountié.s, or the boards of chosen frecholders of two or
.7 .more counties may upon a resolution duly passed at the regular meeting of said
8 boards of chosen frecholders cause to be submitted to the votefs of said counties, the
9 question which shall be placed on the ballata‘ at the next annual election, “Shall a
10 special judge be appointed to preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court
11 of the counties of (here enter the names of counties) ?” by having placed on all bal-

12 lots to be used in said counties at the next general election, the following:

Yes. | Shall a special judge be appointed to
preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Re-
lations Court in the counties of (here enter

No. the names of counties).

13 Place a cross or an X opposite “Yes” or “No” as you desire to vote.

14 If the majority of the votes are “Yes” the result of the election shall be certified
15 by the proper county officer to the Governor who shall appoint by and wit.h the con-
16 sent of the Senate, a judge for said court who shall serve in said counties in the
17 same manner as provided for judges in first class counties. ‘The salary and necessary
18 expenses incurred in the performance of his duties shall be péid by the counties which
19 the said judge serves and shall be according to the population of the counties served
20 as determined by last Federal census. The salary of such judge shall be fixed by the
21 boards of chosen frecholders of the counties served.
1 3?’ The board of chosen frecholders of any county may establish, equip and main-
2 tain a home for the temporary detention of children, separated entirely from any other
3 place of confinement of adults, to be know;m as “The Children’s Shelter of ......... :
4 County,” which shall be conducted as an agency for the purposes of caring for the
S children of the county whose cases are pending before the juvenile and domestic’
6 relation court of the cgunty or who are homeless or abandoned, abused, neglected or

7 cruelly treated, or who, being under sixteen years of age, are witnesses before said
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8 court or some other court. Tﬁe board of chosen fr&holdem may appropriate suffi-

9 clent funds for the purchase of property and the building of buildings and the fur-
10 nishing and supplies and equipment therefor from the annual approériations, or if
11 they mn;ider the amount too great to add to the annual appropriation, the board of
12 chosen freeholders shall raise said funds by issuing bonds for said purpose. The
13 building may be built on property owned by the county or the board of chosen free-
14 holders may acquire the same by gift, purchase or cp:;demnation.
15 The board of chosen freeholders t'nay appoint a @mittu of seven citiiens of
16 the county, at least two of whom shall be women, who together with the judge of the
17 juvenile and domestic relations court of the county and the director of the board of
18 chosen freeholders as ex-officio members to manage the children’s shelter of said coun-
19 ty. The board of trustees shall make the rules and regulations for the management
20 of the children’s shelter and the groupings of the child}en therein, Said shelter shall
21 be in charge of a superintendent and matron who shall reside therein and the board of
22 trustees of said shelter shall have authority to appoint the superintendent, matron and
23 other employees in like manner as the other court employees are appointed ; the said
24 board of chosen freeholders shall provide the funds for carrying on said home in the
25 annual appropriations of the county, and for any betterments, improvements and re-
26 placements that may be reqﬁired; provided, however, that the money for new build-
27 ings and the equipment thereof and other permanent improvements may be raised by

28 a bond issue,
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