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SENATE, NO. 165 


STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

-


INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 25. 1929 

By Mr, WOLBER 

Referred to Committee on Education 

AN ACT to establish Juvenile and Domestic Relatioll~ Courts. defining their jurisdiction, 

powers and duties, and regulating procedure therein. (Revision of 1929.) 

1 B~ IT ENACT!:D by tl,e Senate a"dGellcral Assembly of the State of New Jersey: 

1 1. This act shall be known as the "Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court 

2 Law." Its purpose is to secure for each child under its jurisdiction such eare, guid­

3 ance and control, preferably in his own home, as will conduce to the child's welfare 

4 and the best interests of the State; and when such child is removed from his own 

5 family, to secure for him custody, care and discipline as nearly as possible equivalent 

6 to that which should have been given by his parents. "he principle is hereby 

7 recognized that children under the jurisdiction of the court are wards of the State. 

S subject to the discipline and entitled to the protection 'of the State. whkh may inter­

9 vene to safeguard them from neglect or injury and to enforce the legal obligations 

10 due to them and from them. 

1 2. The Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court is. hereby vested with exclusive 

2 jurisdiction to hear and determine al1 cases against a child under sixteen years who 

3 shall commit any of the hereina fter mentioned offences when under the age of sixteen 

4 years, (a) who violates any penal law or municipal ordinance. or (b) who commits 

5 any act or offence for whkh he could be prosecuted in a method partaking of the 

6 nature of a criminal action or proceeding, or (c) who is a disorderly person. or (d) 

7 habitually vagrMt. or (e) incorrigible. or U) immoral, or (g) who knowingly alIO­

S dates with thieves or vicious or immoral persons, or (h) is growing up in idleness or 

9 crime, or (i) knowingly visits gambling places, or patronizes other places or' estab· 



.
. 

10 Iishments, his admission to which oonslitutes a violation of law. or 0) idly roams 

11 the streets at night. or (k)' who is an habitual truant from school. or (1) who so de­

12 ports hi~se1f as to endanpr the morals. health or gene~ welfare of said child. 

13 The court shall also have junsdiction to near and determine disputes involving the 

14 domestic relation or the weliarc of children, the jurisdiction over which is now or 

ISmay hereafter be vested by law in any court of this State except the Court of Chan­

16 eery or Orphans' Court. It shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine complaints 

17 for violation of the following acts, "An act concerning disorderly persons" (Revi­

18 sion of 1898), "An act for the settlement and relief of the poor" (Revision of 1924). 

19 "An act concenling the welfare of children" (approved April the eighth. nineteen 

20 hundred and fifteen). "An act for the maintenance of bastards" (Revision of 1898). 

21 "An act to promote home life for dependent chiidren," and the acts amendatory o~ 

22 and supplemental to the above entitled acts together witll any future acts. revisions. 

23 re-enactment or new acts covering similar complaints or offences, where the grava­

24 men of the complaint under such acts is the failure or neglect 'of one member of 

25 the fanlily to satisfy or discharge his legal obligations to another of a family. and 

26 also jurisdiction to hear and determine complaints against any person who shall 

27 abuse, neglect. cruelly treat or abandon a child or children or who shan contribute 

28 to the delinquency of any child. It shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine in 

29 summary manner, disputes involving the domestic relation, where the gravamen of 

30 the complaint is tile failure to provide support or adequate support and such failure 

31 or inadequacy results or may result in the delinquency of children~' 
-< 

3. In counties other than those of the first class. the judge of the Common Pleas 

2 Court shall be the judge of the "Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court" of said 

3 counties. In counties, not of the first class. having more than one Common Pleas 

4 judge, the Supreme Court Justice sitting- ill said county shall designate whkh of said 

5 Common Pleas judges shall preside ov~r said Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court 

6 of said county. whenever the Common Pleas judges call ntlt decide which judge shall 

7 preside over said court. In the event of the death. absence from the county, sick­

S ness or disability of the judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court. any 

9 other Common Pleas judge of said county or any other county of the State. may 

10 preside over tile court. 

• 
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1 4. Children who appear before the court in any capacity shall be deemed to be 

2 wards of the cou~, and prok:rted accordingly. 
:.\ 

" 
1 5. Proceedings before the! Juvenile and Domestic Relation~'Court shall be inati­

,) 

, , 
2 tuted by a complaint or petition, and shall be verified by the oath or affirmation of 

3 the persona making same. which complaint or petition lllay be made upon infonnation 

4 and belief. Upon the filing of a eom~laint or petition. the eourt or judge thereof 

5 may forthwith or after causing an investigation to be made by a probation officer. 

6 or other person, cause to be issued a capias. summons, warrant or subpnma. requir­

• 7 ing the persons complained against, and in case it being a child. the parent or par_ 

8 ents, guardian or guardians, person or perSOllS. having control and supervision over 

9 such child, who shall be nec:essal)' parties, conllllanding them at a time and place to be 

10 set to appear and testify or show cause why the person or persons before the court 

11 shall not be dealt with according to law. Upon the retunl of the writ of process 

12 the court or a judge thereof shall proceed to hear and determine the case ill a sunl­

13 mary manner. The hearing Illay be postponed at the discretion of the judge. 

1 6. In all cases coming before the county juv~nilccollrt under or by virtlle .of 

2 the provisions of this act, said COllrt shall be vested with all the powers, rightfl and 

3 privileges incident to the hearing, detemlinatioll and fill'll dislKlSiti.o1l of such C:ll'Iefl as 

4 are or may be exercised or enjoyed by any other collrt having jurisdiction over fluch 

5 cases, and the process to secure' the allilearance of pnrtres and witnesses shall be. as 

6 nearly as may be, such process as is required t.o lICClire the presence thereof in other 

7 courts of this State having jurisdiction of such matters. ;\11<\ processll'lay he served 

8 in the same manner as provided (or the service of process in .other cases in which 
, 

9 thetjuvenilecourt has jurisdiction. 

1 7. No compensati.on shall be allowed to any public officer or official for any 

2 service performed 'under and by virtue of the provisions of this act. except as ex­

3 pressly provided for by law. 

1 8. In any case wherein the juvenile court shall have aC(luired jurisdiction of n 

2 child. such jurisdiction may be retained during the continuance of the term for which 

3 such child shalt have been committed. or if released by the court before the expira­

4 tion of such commitment and placed on probation. or if placed on probation in the 



5 first instance, then such jurisdiction may be retained for the period of such proba­

6 tion notwithstandil1( 'such c:hi14 shall have attained the ace of sixteen years duriDg 

7 service of such commitment or the period of such probation. 

1 9. In any c:ase wherein the ~uvenilec:ourt $haU have acquired jurisdiction. of a 

2 child, such child may be conunitted to any institution to which he or abe might have 

.} been committed by suc:h court, notwithstanding such child shall have attained the ' 

4 ace of aixtccn years after such court sbal1 have acquired jurisdiction over said child. 

1 10. The court may, in cues affecting a child under the ace of sixteen years, 

2 conduct the examination of witnessel without the assistance or counsel and may take 

.} testimony, or make inquiry, into the habits, mode of life, condition of the home and 

-I- its surroundings. character and mod$: of life of parents or guardians of the child, 

S the pbyaic:al and mental condition of the child, and such other facts that may assist 

6 the court in reaching a conclusion as to the nature of the order or decision that 

7 shall best conserve the welfare of said child and carry out the objects of this act. 

8 The court shall admit to the hearing of clu1dren's cases only such persons as are di­

-
9 rectly interested hl the case being heard. An appeatmay betaken"in juvenile cases on 

10 questions of law from any final order or judgment of said 'court in the manner pro­
" 

11 vided for appeals from the Courts of Common Pleas of the respective counties. 

1 11. Whenever any officer takes a cbUd under sixteen years of age into custody, 

2 he shall, unless it is deemed impracticable or haS been otherwise ordered by the court, 

3 accept the written promise of the parent, guardian or custodian to be responsible for 

4 the presence of such cbild in the court at the time fixed. Thereupon such child may 

5 be released in the custody of the parent, guardian or custodian, or in the custody of 

6 a probation officer or other person designated by the court. If riot so released. such 

'I child shall be taken immediately to tite place of detention designated by the court, and 

8 the officer taking bim shan immediately notify the court and shall file a petition 

9 when directed to do so by the court. In the case of any child whose custody has 

10 been assumed by the court and pending the final disposition of the case, the child 

11 may be released in the custody of a parent, guardian or custodian. or of a pro­

12 bation officer or other person appointed by the court, to be brought before the court 

13 at the time designated. When not released as herein provided, such child, pending 
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14 the hearing of the ease. shall be detained in ~uth place .of detention as shall be desle­

15 nated by the court subject to further order. 

1 12. If during the pendency of a criminal or qnasi-criminal charge against any 

2 person in any other court. it shall be ascertained that said penon was· under the ... 

3 of sixteen years at the time of committing the alleged oifence. it shall be. the duty 

4 of such court to immediately ~nsfer such case together with all the papers, doeu­

5 menta and testimony connected therewith to the Juvenile and· Domestic Relationt 

6 Court having jurisdiction. The court making such transfer shall order the child to 

., be taken forthwith to the place of detention designated by the Juvenile and Domestic 

8 Relations Court or to that (Gurt itself. unless the court making such transfer shall 

9 release such child in the custody of some suitable person to appear before the Juve­

10 nile and Domestic Relations Court at a time designated in said order. The Juvenile 

11 and Domestic Relations Court sha1l thereupon proceed to hear and dispose of such 

12 ca.Sf' in the same manner as if it had been instituted in that court in the fint 

13 instance. 

1 13. Any and all writs, prosecutions, notices and process issuing out of said court 

2 may be served by the sheriif of the county, constable or any police officer. or by any 

3 person designated by the court. The .cOunty clerk shall be the clerk of the' court and 

4 the court shan have a right to use a seal. 

1 14. In case any person or persons shall be adjudged to be guilty as charged in 

2 the complaint, the said court may impose the penalty now provided by law, or may 

3 suspend sentence. and place Stich person upon probation to the probation: officer of 

4 the county in which such person resides; such probation IIhall be on terms to be fixed 

5 by the court. The court or a judge thereof may compel any person who shall be ad­

6 judged guilty to give bond with good and sufficient surety. in such !ltlm as the court 

7 shan order. to secure the payment of a sum or sums awarded by the court. Any 

8 person who fails to comply with the order of the court relative to the terms of pro­

9 bation, condition of bond or surety, or any order or decree of the court, may be 

10 adjudged guilty of contempt, or the court may impose the penalty provided by Jaw 

11 for the offence. 

1 15. The court or a judge thereof on proper cause shuwn. maY'iCOOlmit any child 

2 to any public institution established for the care, custody, instruction and reform 
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3 of juvenile offenders wbidt is maintaintd. by the.Stale or the c:ountJ or a cit, in 

4 wbich said child baa a settlement, or may commit said child to any like inltitutioa 

5 maintained. by any city, c.Wnt" townWp. borough or other municipalit, in said 

6 county in which such child shall reside or have a settlement, or to any other Uke in­

7 stitution, commitment to wh~ is now or may hereafter be provided by law, or may 

8 commit said child to the care. custody and control of the State Board of Guardians 

9 as now or hereafter may be provided by Law. 

1 16. No adjudication upon the status of any child in the jurisdiction of the court 

2 shall operate to impose any of the civil disabilities ordinarily impoied by conviction, 

3 nor shall any child be deemed a criminal by reason of such adjudication. nor shall 

4 such adjudication be de.emed a convidion, nor shall any child be charged with Dr 

5 convicted of a crime in any court, except with the consent of the judge of the Jave­

6 nile and Domestic Relations Court. The disposition of a child or any evidence given 

7 in the court shall not be admissable as evidence against the child in any case or pro­

8 ceedinC in any other court, nor shall such disposition Dr evidence be held against 

9 the child's record in any future civil service examination. appointment Dr applica­

10 tion. 

1 17. Said court shaD have power to make such decree or order or render such 

2 judgment as will protect the interests and welfare of the child or children, in any par­

3 ticular case, in lieu of the penalties now provided by law for violation of any laws 

4 affecting a minor child, and shall have full power to enforce such decree or order by 

5 proceeding for contempt of court. 

1 18. In each county of the first chiss there shall be apPointed bY the Governor by 

2 and with the consent of the Senate a judge of the JUVenile and Domestic Relations 

3 Court of such county who shall be a counseltor-at-Iaw. Such judge shall serve for a 

4 term of five years and until his SU«esSor is appointed and cOnfinned, and shall 

5 receive such salary, payable by the board of chosen freeholders as such board shall 

6 determine; /W0'IIitUd. that judges now serving in the juvenile coutts of said first­

7 dass counties shall continue in office for the remainder of their unexpired terms, as 

S judges of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Courts established in their respective 

9 counties under this act and shall continue to receive the sa1ary now fixed for said 

10 judge. Court attendants pow serving in the juvenile courts of first class counties 



11 and who are assigned to the investigation or supervision of children or persons tried 

12 on c:hargH involving domestic relations are hereby transferred to the office of the 

13 chief probation officer. AU other c:ourt attendants in said courts shall retain their 

14 respective positions in the courts hereby created; ;rmtided. hoflllWt'. that the court 

15 shall have power in reorganizing of the court to fix their respective duties. 

1 19. All cases pending before the juvenile courts of first class counties and Juve­

2 nile courts in other counties shall be continued and determined by the judge ap­

3 pointed pursuant to the provisions of this act and the records. papers and files of said 

4 court shaH be taken and kept as part of the records, papers and files of the courts 

S created pursuant to the provisions of this act. 

1 20. In counties for which there shall have been appointed a special judge of the 

2 Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court the event of the death, sickness, disability, 

3 absence or disqualification of such jUdge. a judge of the Court of Common Pleas 

4 in such county may hold the Juvenile and Domestic: Relations Court as provided in 

S this act. 

1 21. The judge may appoint such clel'ks and other necessary employees as the 

2 county board of chosen freeholders may authorize. and may fix their salaries. Such 

3 salaries shalt be in lieu of all fees or other allowances; except necessary expenses 

4 actually incurred in theperformante of their duties. In coulltieswhere no special 

S clerk is appointed the county clerk shall act as clerk of the court. 

1 22. The county chief probation officer and probation officers shall have charge 

2 of the probation work of the court. 

1 23. The judge may appoint a probation officer or other suitable person without 

2 compensation for such service to act as. referee to hear cases coming within the 

3 provisions of this act. The hearing of any case may be referred to such referee by 

4 order of the court, or the judge may direct that aU cases of a c:e"rtain class or within 

S a certain district to be designated by him shall be initiated before and heard in the 

6 first instance by such referee in the manner provided for the initiation and hearing of 

.. '"llSeS by the court. In all cases coming before him, the referee shall comply with the 

- ~",d conform to the procedure provided for the hearing of such calleS 

~q tOIL. 
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I 24. The c:oul1 may cause My person coming under its jurisdiction to be ex­

2 amined by a physician. psychiatrist or psychologist. designated by th~ c:ourt, in order 

J that the ~dition, sJ*ial needs and pertoOriarlty of such person may be given due 

4 c:onsideration in the disposition of the (ase~ 

I 25. It shall be unlawful to place any child coming within the provisions of this 

2 act in any prison. jail, lock-up. police station. vehicle or other place where such child 

3 can tome in contact with any adult C!ODvicted of crime or under arrest and charged 

4 with crime. 

I 26. Suitable quarters shall be provided by the board of chosen freeholders for 

2 the haring of cases and for the use of the judge, and other employees of the court. 

3 All cases involving children shall be heard separately and apart from the trial of 

4 cases against adults. 

1 27. The court shall maintain complete records of all petitions and hearings in 

2 cases brought before it. Such ROOrda shall be withheld from indiscriminate public 

J inspection but shall be opened to inspection by the parent or other authorized repre­

4 sentative of the person concerned and, in the discretion of the court, by other per­

5 sons having a legitimatf!- interest. The court shall devise and cause to be printed such 

6 forms for c:ourt records and such other papers as may be required in dealing with 

7 ca~ coming within this act. All expenses incurred in complying with the provisions 

8 of this act shall be a county charge. 

I 28. The court shall have power to frame and publish niles of procedure and 

2 practice and for the conduct of officers and employees of the court. 

1 29. The court may punish as for contempt any person who contemns the court. 

2 who wilfully violates. neglects or refuses to obey or perform any order of the court. 

1 30. The court shall hear and determine all cases of children arising under the 

2 provisions of this act without a jury. 1£ an adult is charged with an offence for 

3 which he is entitled to a jury trial, and if he shall so demand. a jury shall be se­

4 lected in accordance with the provisions of the law regulating the selection of juries 

S in the Court of Quarter Sessions. 

31. Any and all writs. prosecutions and notices arising out of said court shall 

2 be served by the sheriff of the county, constable or police officer, or by any person 

.3 designated by the court. 
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1 32. If any section. subdivision or dause iu this act should be Mid to be UDC.O'ft­

2 stitutional or invalid. such decision shall not affect the validity o[ the remaini.., por­

3 tions of the act. 

1 33. This act shall be liberally eonstruecl to atcOrnpUsh the purpose hemn'aoupt. 

1 34. He and she, as used in this act shall be synonymous; all references to the 

2 court or judge shall be construed to refer to the Juvenile and Domestic RelatiOlll 

3 Court hereby created. and the j~. thereof; the singu1ar shall be construed to in.. 

• clude the plural and the plural the singular when consistent with the intent of the 

S act. 

1 35. Ilf any county not of the first class. the board of chosen freeholders shall 

2 upon a petition of five percentum (5",) of the registered voters of the county re­

3 questing the appointment of a separate judge of the Juvenile and Domestic: Rela .. 

• tions Court. being filed with it, or may upon a resolution duly passed at a regular 

5 meeting of said board. cause to be submitted to the voters of said county, the ques-
I 

6 non which shall be placed on the ballots at the next annual election, "Shall a sepa.. 

7 rate Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court be established in this county ?" by having 

8 placed on all ballots to be uSed at the next general ele<.1:ion the following: 

Yes. 
Shall a separate judge be appointed to 

preside over the Juvenile and Domestic: Re­
lations Court iri county of (here enter the 

No. name of county). 

9 Place a cross or X opposite "Yes" or "No" as you desire to vote. If the majority 

10 !>f votes are "Yes," the result of the election shall be certified by the proper county 

11 officer, to the Governor who shall appoint by and with the consent of the Senate. a 

12 judge for said court who shall serve in the same manner as provided above for the 

13 judges in first class counties. 

1 36. In any two or more counties 0 f the State not of the first class. the board. 

2 of chosen freeholders shall upon a petition of five percentum (S",) of the votera 

3 of the said counties requesting the appointment of a separate judge of the Juvenile and 

• Domestic Relations Court, being filed with said boards of freeholders. requesting 

S the appointment of a separate judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court 

6 for the said two or more counties, or the boards of chosen freeholders of two or 

7 more counties may upon a resolution duly passed at the regular meeting of wd 
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8 boards of chosen freeholder!l cause to be subtnitted to the voters of said counties, the 
~ 

9 question which shall be placed on thO'baliots at the next annual election, i'Shall a 
L 

10 separate Juvenile and Dc.1rrteIrk: Relations Court judge be established in the counties 

11 of (here ellter the names of counties)?" by having placed on an ballots to be used in 

12 said counties at the next general election. the following: 

-
I 

Yes, Shan a;_separate~ judge be appointed to 
preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Re­
lations Court in the counties of (here enter 

No. the names of counties). 

13 Place a cross or X opposite "Yes" or "No" as you desire to vote. If the majority 

14 of the votes are "Yes" the result of the election shan be certified by the proper 

15 county officer to the Governor who shall appoint by and with the consent of the Sen­

16 ate, a judge for said court who shall serve in said counties in the same manner as 

17 provided for judges in first class counties. The salary and necessary expenses in­

18 curfed in the performance of his duties shall be paid by the counties which the said 

19 judge serves and shaU be according to the population of the counties served as de­

20 termined by last Federal census. The salary of such judge shan·be fixed by the 

21 boards of chosen freeholders of the counties served. 

STATEMENT 

The purpose of this act is to give the State a more uniform and efficient juvenile 

court practice. III nineteen of the counties of the State the juvenile court functions pur­

suant to the act passed in nineteen hundred and three. In nineteen hundred and twelve 

the juvenile courts of tirst c1aros counties and the domestic relations court laws were en­

acted. This proposed act will make the practice uniform throughout the State (except 

that in all counties except those of the tirst class. the Common Pleas judge will preside 

o\'er the courts, the first class counties having a special Juvenile Court judge. 

It did not seem feasible at the present time to change the present method of hav­

ing judges of the COllrt of Common Pleas preside over the court except in first class 

counties; the act however. provides for a referendum election in counties desiring a sepa 
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rate judge. The ·fn:eholders win fix the judg~s' salary and also the budgets to cover 11 
i 

the expenses of the court. TM biD also empowers the c:ourt to appoint non-ealaried 

referees to hear cases. This should relieve the judges whOle calendars are overcrowded. 

assure a speedier hearing of jmrenile cues and at the same time make possible the main­

tenance of a uniform policy in the treatment of. such cases. 

The adoption of this act wiD (i'tate no additional positions. cause no further ex­

penditure of funds nor add directly to the burden of public taxation. 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

---_.. ­

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 25, 1929 

By Mr. WOLBER 

. Referred to Committee on Education 

AN Ac::t to establish J l1venile and Domestic Relations Courts. defining their jurisdiction, 

powers and duties. and regulating procedure therein. (Revision of 1929.) 

1 Ba IT aNACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of tltt Slatt of Nrw Itr#Y: 

1 I. This act shall be known as the "Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court 

2 Law." Its purpose is to secure for each child under its jurisdiction such care, guide 

3 ana: and control, p~eferably in his own home, as will condu~ to the child's welfare 

4 and the best interests of the State; and when such child is removed from his own 

5 family, to secure for him custody, care and discipline as nearly as possible equivalent 

6 to that which should have been given by his parents. The principle is hereby 

7 recognized that children under the jurisdiction of the court are wards of the State, 

8 subject to the discipline and entitled to the protection of the State, which may inter­

9 vene to safeguard them from neglect or injury and to enforce the legal obligations 

10 due to them and from them. 

1 2. A Juvenile and Domestic Relatioll!' Court is hereby established in each C01lllty 

2 of the State and is vested with exc1usive jurisdiction to hear and determine all cases 

3 against a child under sixteen years who ~hall commit any o( the hereinafter men­

4- tioned offences when under the age of sixteen years, (a) who violates nny penaJ law 

5 or municipal ordinance. or (b) who commjt~ any act or offence (or which he could be 

6 prosecuted in a method partaking of the nature of a criminal action or proceeding. or 

7 (c) who is a disorderly person. or (d) habitually vagrant, or (e) incorrigible. or (f) 

8 immoral. or (g) who knowingly associatclO with thieves or vicious or immoral persons, 

9 or (h) is growing up in idleness or crime, or (i) knowingly. visits gambling places, or 
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10 patronizes other places or establ1shments, his admission to which constitutes a viola­

11 tion of Jaw, or (j) idly roam!! the straits at night. or (k) who is an habitual truant 

12 from school. or (1) who so (kpo'1s himself u~o endanger the morals. health or 

13 general wei fare of Aid child. The court sball also have jurisctictiOn to hear and de­

14 termine disputes involving the domestic rdatton or the welfare of children, the 'juris­

tS diction over which is now or may hereafter be vested by law in any court of this 

16 State except the Court of Chancery or Orphans' Court. It shall have jurisdiction to 

17 hear and detennine complaints for violation of the following acts, "An act coru:ern­

18 ing disorderly persons" (Revision of 1898). "An act for the settlement and relief of 

19 the poor" (Revision of 1924), "An act concerning the welfare of children" (ap­

20 proved April the eighth. nineteen hundred and fifteen). "An act for the maintenance 

21 of bastards" (Revision of 1898), "An act to promote home life for dependent chit­

22 dren," and the acts amendatory' of and supplemental to the above entitled acts to­

23 gether with any future acts revisions, re-enactment or new acts covering similar 

24 complaints or offenses, where the gravamen of the complaint under such acts is the 

25 failure or neglect of one member of the family to satisfy or discharge his leg-alobli­

26 gations to another of a family, and also jurisdiction to hear and· determine com­

27 plaints against any person who shall abuse, lieglect. cruelly treat or abandon a child or 

28 children or who shall contribute to the delinquency of any child. It shall hav~ juris­

29 diction to hear and determine in summary manner, disputes involving the dOmestic 

30 relat.ion, where the gravamen of the complaint is the failure to provide support or 

31 adequate support. ". 

1 3. In counties other than those of the first class, the judge of the Common Pleas 

2 Court shall be the judge of the "Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court" of said 

l counties. In counties, not of the first class. having more than one Common Pleas 

4 judge, the Supreme Court Justice sitting in said county shall designate which of said 

5 Common Pleas judges shall preside over said Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court 

6 of said county. whenever the Common Pleas judges can not decide which judge shall 

., preside over said court. In the event of the death. absence from the county, sick­

8 ness or disability of the judge of the JuveniJeand Domestic Relations Court. any 

9 other Common Pleas judge of said county or any other county of the State. may 

10 preside over the court •. 



1 .... Children who appear before tM .:.1>UI't in any eapadty shall be deemed to be 

2' wards of the coart. and protected accordingly. 

1 S. Proceedings before the\ coun shall be institut-cd by a tomplaint or petition, and 

2 shall be verified by the oath or aftinnation of the penon, making same. which com­

3 plaint or petition may be made upon information and belief. Upon the filine of a 

... complaint or petition, the court or judge thereof may forthwith or after causinc Ul 

S investigation to be made by a probation officer, or other person, cause to be isaued a 

6 capias, summons. warrant or su~na. requiring the persons complained against, and 

'1 .in case it being a child. the parent or parents. guardian or guardians, person or per­

S 80lIl, having control and supervision over such child, who shall be necessary parties. 

9 commanding them at a time and place to be set to appear and testify or show cause 

10 why the person or persons before the court shall not be dealt with according to law. 

n Upon the retum of the writ or proc:ees the coun or a judge thereof shall proceed to 

·12 hear and determine the case in a summary manner. The hearing may be postl>oned 

13 at the discretion of the judge. 

I 6. In all cases coming before the" court under or by virtue, of the 

2 provisions of this act. said court shall be vested with aU the,powers. t.ights and 

3 privileges incident to the hearing, determination and final disposition of such.,cases as 

... are or may be exercised or enjoyed by any other court having jurisdiction over such 

5 cases, and the process to secure the appearance of parties and witnesses shall be. as 

6 nearly as may be, such process as is required to secure the presence thereof in other 

'1 courts of this State having jurisdiction of such matters, and process may be served 

8 in the same manner as provided for the service of process in other cases in which 

9 the\murt has jurisdiction. 

1 7. No compensation shall be allowed to any public offieet' or official for any 

2 service performed under and by virtue of the provisions of this' act, except as ex­

l pressly provided for by law. 

I 8. In any case wherein the' court shan have acquired jurisdiction of a 

2 child. such jurisdiction may be retained during the conthiuance of the term for which 

l .uch child shall have been committed. or if releued by the court before the expira­

4 tioD of such commitment and placed on probation. or if p1ac:ed on probation in the 



,I 

5 first instance, then such juriacHetion rnay be retained for the period of such proba­

6 tion notwithstanding auch child shall have attained the age of sixteen yean duriag 

7 service of such c:ommitm.ent or the period Qf such probation. 

1 9. In any case wherein the\) court shall have acquired jurisdiction of a 

2 child, such child rna)" be committed to any iNtituticm to which be or she milht have 

3 been committed by such court, notwithstanding such child shall have attained the 

4 age of sixteen years after such court sbaU have acquired jurisdiction over said child. 

1 10. The «Nrt may, in cases affecting a child under the ace of sixteen yea.ra. 

2 conduct the examination of witnesses without the assistance of, counsel and may take 

3 testimony. or make inquiry, into the habits, mode of life, condition of the home and 

4 ita surroundings, charac:tcr and mode of life of parents or pardiaaa of the child, 

5 the physical and mental condition of the child. and such other facts that may assist 

6 the court in reacbins a conclusion as to the nature of theordet or decision that 

7 shall best conserve the welfare of said child and carry out the objeCts of this act. 

S The court shall admit to the hearinlof children's cases only such persons as are di­

9 rectly interested in the ease being heard. An appeal may be taken in juvenile eases 

10 from any final order or judgment of said court in the manner provided for appeals 

11 from the Courts of Common Pleas of the respective counties. 

1 11. Whenever any officer takes a chUd under sixteen years of age into custody, 

2 he shall, unless it is deemed impracticable or has been ot~erwise ordered by the court, 

3 accept the written promise of the parent, guardian or custodian to be responsible for 

4 the presence of such child in the court at the time fixed. Thereupon such child may 

5 be released in the custody of the parent, guardian or custodian. or in the custody of 

6 a probation officer or other person designated by the court. I f not so released. such 

7 child shall be taken immediately to the place of detention designated by the court, and 

8 the ofBttr taking him shall immediately notify the court and shall file a petition 

9 when directed to do so by the court. In the ease of any child whose custody has 

10 been assumed by the court and pending tbe final disposition of the ease, the child 

II may be released in the custody of a parent, guardian or custodian, or of a pro­

12 bation officer or other person appointed by the court, to be brought before the coart 

13 at the time designated. When not released as herein provided. such child, pendinl 
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14 the hearing of the case, shall be detaimd in Iluch pla~ of detention as shall be desie- . 

15 IUlted by the court subject to further order. 

1 12. If during the pendency of a climinal or quasi-criminal charge against any 

2 person in any other court, it shall be ascertained that said person was under the age 

3 of sixteen years at the time of committing the alleged offence, it shall be the duty 

4 of such court to immediately transfer such case together with all the papers, docu­

5 ments and testimony connected therewith to the Juvenile and Domestic Relations 

6 Court having jurisdiction. The court making such transfer shan order the child to 

., be taken forthwith to the place of detention designated by the Juvenile and Domestic 

8 Relations Court or to that court itself, unless the court making such transfer shall 

9 release such child in the custody of some suitable person to appear before the Juve­

10 nile and Domestic: Relations Court at a time designated in said order. The Juvenile 

11 and Domestic Relations Court shall thereupon proceed to hear and dispose of such 

12 case in the same manner as if it had been instituted in that court in the first 

13 instance. 

1 13. Any and all writs, proSecutions, notices and process issuing out of said court 

2 may be served by the sheriff of the county, constable or any police officer. or by any 

3 person designated by the court. The county clerk shall be the Clerk of the court and 

4 the court shall have a right to use a seal. 

1 14. In case any person or persons shall be adjudged to be guilty as charged in 

2 the complaint, the said court may impose the penalty now provided by law, or may 

3 suspend sentence, and place such person upon probation to the probation officer of 

4 the county in which such person resides; such probation shall be on terms to be fixed 

5 by the court. The court or a judge thereof may compel any person who shall be ad­

6 judged guilty to give bond with good and suffi<'ient surety; in such sum 'as the court 

., shall order, to secure the payment of a sum or sums awarded by the court. Any 

8 person who fails to comply with the order of the court relative to the terms of pro­

9 bation, condition of bond or surety, or any order or decree of the court, may be 

10 adjudged guilty of contempt,· or the court may impose the penalty provided by taw 

11 for the offence. 

1 15. The court or a judge thereof on proper callst' shown. Illay place the child 

2 on probation to the chief probation officer oj the c(mnty upon sl1ch terms ,as the court 
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3 may deem to he to the best interest of the child, may commit any child to any public 

3}:i institutio1' <:stablished (or the care, ~:t~y, instruction and reform of juve­

3j~ nile offenders which is maintained by the State or the county or a city ill 

4 which said child has a settlement, or may commit said child to an)' like institution 

5 maintained by allY city, county, township, borough or other municipality in said 

6 county in which such child shall reside or have a settlement, or to any other like in­

7 Itit~tion, commitment to which is now or may hereafter be provided by law, or may 

8 commit said child to the care, custody and control of the State Board of Guardians 

9 as now or hereafter may be provided by law. 

1 16. No adjudication upon tbe status of any child in the jurisdiction of the court 

2 shall operate to impose allY of the civil disabilities ordinarily imposed by conviction, 

3 nor shall any child be deemed a criminal by reason of such adjudication, nor shall 

4 such adjudication be deemed a conviction, nor shall an)' child be charged with or 

5 convicted of a crime in any court, except with the Consent of the judge of the Juve­

6 nile and Domestic Relations Court. The disposition of achild or any evidence given 

7 in the court shall not be admissable·as evidence against the child in any case or pro­

8 ceeding in any other court, nor shall such disposition or evidence be held against 

9 the child's record in any future civil service examination, appointment or applica­

10 tion. 

1 17. Said court shall have power to make such decree or order or render such 

2 judgment as will protect the interests and welfare of the child or children. in any par­

3 ticular case, in lieu of the penalties now provided by law for violation of any laws 

4 affecting a miuor child, and shall have full power to enforce such decree or order by 

5 proceeding for contempt of court. 

1 18. In each county of the first class there shall be appointed by the Governor by 

2 and with the consent of the Senate a judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations 

3 Court of such county who shall be a counsellor-at-law. Such judge shall serve for a 

4 tenn of five years and until his successor is appointed .and confirmed, and shall 

5 rcceh'e such salary, payable by the board of chosen freeholders as" such board shan 

6 determine; prOfJid~d. that judges now sen-ing in the juvenile courts of said· first­

., class counties shall continue in oftice for the remainder of their unexpired terms, as 

8 judges of. the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Courts established in their respective 
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9 counties under this act and Ihali (.'G(ltiMe ~ l'«:eive the salary now flMd for laid 

10 jutfc1=. Court attendants now servinc in the iuvenile courts of first elus counties 

11 and who are assigned to the i~vest.ption or su~rvi:llion of children or penons tried 

12 on charcea involving domestic relations are hereby transferred to the ofticc of the 

13 dUef probation officer. All other court attendants in said courts shall retain their 

.4 respective positions in the courts hereby created; ,rovided, hOUlfWr, that the court 

15 shall have power in reorganizing of the court to fix their reSi*tive dutiel. 

1 19. AU cases pending before the juvenile courts of first dass counties and juve­

2 nile courts in other counties shan be oontinued and determined by the judp ap­

3 pointed pursuant to the provisions of this act and the records, papers and fiJes of laid 

4 court shall be taken and kept as part of the records, papers and files of the courtl 

5 created pursuant to the provisions of this act. 

1 20. In counties for which there shall have been appointed a special judge of the 

2 Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court the event Of the death, sickness, disability, 

3 absence or disqualification' of such judge. a judge of the Court of Common Pleas 

4 in such county may hold the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court as provided in 

5 this act. 

1 21. The judge may appoint such derks and other necessary employees al the 

2 county board of chosen freeholders may authorize, and nlay fix their salaries. Such 

3 salaries shall be in lieu of all fees or other allowances; except necessary expenses 

4 actually incurred in the performance of their duties. hi counties where no special 

5 clerk is appointed the county clerk shall act as clerk of the court. 

1 22. The county chief probation officer and probation officers shall have charge 

2 of the probation work of the court. 

1 23. The judge may appoint a~obation officer or other suitable person without 

2 compensation for such service to act as referee to hear cases coming within the 

3 provisions of tltis act. The hearing of any case may be referred to such referee by 

4 order of the court, or the· judge may direct that all cases of a certain class or within 

5 a certain district to be designated by him shall be initiated before and heard in the 

6 first instance by such referee in the manner provided for the initiation and hearing of 

7 cases by the court. In all cases coming before him, the referee shan comply with the 

\ ;. 

f'j 
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8 requirements of and confonn to t~l~ ,r~edure provided for the hearing of such eases 

9 by the court. ' 

I 24. The court may cause any penon conling under its jurisdiction to be ex­

2 &mined by a physician. psychiatrist or psychologist, designated by the court. in order 

3 that the condition, special needs and personality of such penon may be given due 
• 

4 consideration in the disposition of the case. 

I 25. It shall be unlawful to place any child coming within the provisions of this 

2 act in any prison, jail, lock-up, police station, vehicle or other place where such child 
. . 

3 can come in contact with any adult convictC!<l of crime or under arrest and charged. 

4 with crime. 

I 26. Suitable quarters shall be provided by the board of chosen freeholders for 

2 the hearing of cases and for the use of the judge, and other employees of the court. 

3 All c:ases involving children shall be heard separately' and apart from the trial of 

4 cases against adults. 

I 27. The court shall maintain complete records of all petitions and hearings in 

2 cases brought before it. S!'!Cbl'eCOrds shall be withheld from indiscriminate public 

3 inspection but shall be open to inspection by the parent or other authorized repre· 

4 sentative of the person concerned and, in the discretion of the court, by other per­

5 sons having a legitimate interest. The court shall devise and cause to be printed such 

6 forms for court records and such other papers as may be required in dealing with 

7 cases coming within this act. AU' expenses incurred in complying with the provisions 

8 of this act shall be a county charge. 

t 28. The court shall have power to frame and publish rules of procedure and 

2 practice and for the conduct of officers and employees of the court. 

t 29. The court may punish as for contempt any person who contemns the court, 

2 who wilfully violates. neglects or refuses to obey or perform any order of the court. 

t 30. The court shall hear and determine all cases of children arising under the 

2 provisions of this act without a jury. If an adult is charged. with an oftence for 

3 which he is entitled to a jury trial. and if he shan so demand, a jury shall be se­

4 lected in ac:eordance with the provisions of the law regulating the selection of juries 
\ 

5 in the tourt of Quarter Sessions. 



1 31. Any and all writs. prosecutioua i.<ild notices <llfillina out of said court ahaD 

ltJe·aened by the sheriff of the county. constable or police oftker. OT ." any penon 

3 designated by the court. 

1 32. If any section, subdivision or dause in this act should be heldl.; beUftCOtl­

2 stitutional or invalid. such decision shall not affect the validity of the remainlnr pot­

3 lions of the act. 

1 33. This act shall be liberally construed to aceomplish the purpose herein IOUIht. 

1 34. He and she. as used in this act shall be synonymous; all references to the 

2 court or judge shall be construed to refer to the Juvenile and Domestic Relations 

3 Court her:eby created and tl1e judge thereof: the singular shan be construed to in- '} 

4 dude the plural and the plural the singular when consistent with the intent of the 

5 act. 

1 35. I~ any county not of the fir!'t dilS!', thehonrd of chOllen freeholders shall "­

2 upon a petition of five percentum (5%) of the registered voters of the county re­

3 questing the appointment of a separate judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Rela­

4 tions Court, being filed with it, or may upon a riesolution duly paSsed at' a regular 

5 meeting of said board, cause to be submitted to the voters of said county, the q.... 

6 tion which shall be placed on the ballots a t the next annual election. "Shal1 a special \(' 

7 judge be appointed to preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court of this 

8 county?" by having placed 011 alt ballots to be lIsed at the next general election the 

9 following: 

Shall a special judge be appointed to pre­Yes. 
side over· the Juvenile and Domestic Relations 
Conrt in the county of (here enter the name 

No. of the county). 

9}'S Place a cross or an X oppo!'ite "Yes" or "No" all YOI1 de!lire to vote. 

10 If the majority of "ote!l are "Yes:' the result of the eJection shall be certi6ed by 

11 the proper county officer, to the Governur who shall appoint by and with the consent 

12 of the Senate, a judge for said court who shall l'en'e in the same manner as provided 

13 above for the judges in first class cOllnties. 

1 36. In any two or more counties of the State not of the first class. the boards 

2 of chosed freeholders shall upon a petition of nve percentum (S%) of the voters 
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3 of the said counties requesting the aPPOintment of a separate judge of the Juvenile and 

4 Domestic Relations Court, being filed with, said boards of freeholders. requesting 

5 the appointment of a separate judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court 

6 jor the said two or more counties, or the boards of chosen freeholders of two or 

7 more counties may upon a resolution duly passed at thereguJar meeting of said 

8 boards of chosen freeholders cause to be submitted to the voters of said counties. the 

9 question. which shan be placed on the ballots at the next annual election, "Shan a 

10 sJlI.'Cial judge be appointed to preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court 

I) of the cOllnties of (here enter the names of counties)?" by having placed on all bal­

12 lots to be used in said counties at the next,gcneral election. the following: 

I I 

Yes, I 
Simll a sped<ll judge be appointed to 

preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Re­
lations Court in the counties of (here enter 
the names of counties).No. 

I.~ Place a cross or an X opposite "Yes" or "No" as you desire to \'ote. 

)4 If the majority of the votes are "Yes" the result of the election shall be certified 

15 hy the l1rollCr county officer to the Governor who shall appoint by and with the con­

16 sent of the Semite. a judge for said court who shall serve in sttid coullties in the 

) 7 same manner as provided for judges ill first class counties. The salary and necessary 

18 ex)enses incurred in the JlCrformance of his duties l'hall be paid by the counties which 

19 the said judge serves and shall be according to the popUlation of the counties served 

20 as determined by last Federal census. The ,salary of such judge shalIbe fixed by the 

21 boards oj chosen freeholders of the counties.5Crved. 
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AN Ac't to establish Jttvenile and Domestic Relations Courts. defining their juriadic:tion~ 

powers and duties~ and regulating . procedure tliereip. (Re.vision of 1929.) 

Bit I't ltNAC't£l) by the Senate aNd Ceneral A,ltritbly of llu State of Nt'll) I",,,y: 

1 1. This act shalt be known as the "Juvenile and' Domestic Relations Court 

2 Law." Its purpose is to secure for each child under its jurisdiction such care, gold­

3 anee and control, preferably in his own home; as wilt conduce to the child's welfare 

4 and the best interests of the State; a.nd when sud. child is removed from his own 

5 family, to secure for him custody, care and discipline as nearly as possible equivalent 

6 to that which should have been given by his parents. The principle is hereby 

7 recognized that children under the jurisdiction of the court are wards of the State. 

8 subject to the discipline and entitled to the protection of the State, which may inter­

9 vene to safeguard them from neglect or injury and to enforce the legal obligations 

10 due to them and from them. 

1 2. A Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court is hereby established in each county 

2 of the Stale and is vested with exclusive jurisdiction to hear and determine alt cases 

3 against a child under sixteen years who shall commit any of the hereinafter men­

4 tioned offences when under the age of sixteen years, (a) who violates any pennI law 

5 or municipa.l ordinance. or (b) who commits any act or offence for which he could be 

6 prosecuted in a method partaking of the nature of a criminal action or proceeding, or 

7 (c) who is a disorderly person, or (d) habitually vagrant, or (e) incorrigible. or (f) 

8 immoral. or (g) who knowingly associates with thieves or vicious or immoral persons, 

9 or (h) is growing up in idleness or crime, or (i) knowingly visits gambling places. or 



10 patronizes other p13ces or es~:th1!shmmb. his admission to; which constitutes a viola­
... 

11 tion of law. or (j) idly roams the streets at night. or (k) who is an habitual truant 

12 from school, or (1) who sor.Jet>orts him~~f as to endanger the morals. health or 

13 general wel~Te;of said child. The court shall also have jurisdiction to hear and' ~ . 
. . , 

14 termine disputes involving the domestic relation or the welfare of children. the juris­

15 diction over which is now or may hereafter be v~sted by law in any court of this 

16 State except the Court of Chancery or Orphans' Court. It shall have jurisdiction to 

17 hear and determine complaints for violation of the fol1owing acts, "An act concern­

18 ing disorderly persons" (Revision of 1898). "An act for the settlement and relief of 

19 the poor" (Revision of 1924). "An act concerning the welfare of children" (ap­

20 proved April the eighth, nineteen hundred and fifteen). "An act for the maintenance 

21 of bastards" (Revision of 1898). "An aet to promote home life for dependent chil­

22 dren," and the acts amendatory of and supplemental to the above entitled acts to­

23 gether with any future acts revisions, re-enactment or. new acts covering similar 

24 complaints or offenses, where ~~e gravamen of the complaint under such acts is the 

25 failure or neglect of one member of the family to satisfy or discharge his legal oDti­

26 gati011s to another of a family, and also jurisdi~tion to hear and detennine com­

27 plaints against any person who shall abuse, neglect, cruelly treat or abandon a child or 

28 children or who shaH contribute to the delinquency of any child. It shall have juris­

29 diction to hear and determine in summary manner, disputes in~olving the domestic 

30 relation. where the gravamen of the complaint is the failure to provide support or 

31 adequate support. 

1 3. In counties other than those of the first class, the judge of the Common Pleas 

2 Court shall be the judge of the "Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court" of said 

3 counties. In counties, not of the first class, having more than one Common Pleas 

4 judge. the Supreme Court Justice sitting in said county shall designate which of said 

5 Common Pleas judges shaH preside over said Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court 

6 of said county, whenever the Common Pleas judges can not decide which judge shall 

7 preside over said court. In the event of the death. absence from the county. sick­

8 ness or disability of the judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court, any 

9 other Common Pleas judge of said county or any other county of the State. may 

10 preside over the court. 
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1 4. Children who appear befc.lfe thl!; (<)Un in llC1y c:apa('ity shall be deemed to be· 

2 wards of the court, and protected accordingly. 

1 S. Proceedings before the court shall be instituted by a complaint or petition, and 

2 shall be verified by the oath or affinnation of the persons making same, which com­

3 plaint or petition may be made upon information nnd beliet Upon the filing of a 

4 complaint or petition. the court or judge thereof may forthwith or after CIusinglln 

5 investigation to be made by a probation officer, or other person. cause to be issued Il 

6 capias. summons, warrant or subpc:ena, requiring the persons complained against. and 

7 in case it being a child. the parent or parents. guardian or guardians, person or per­

8 sons, having control and supervision over such child. who shall be necessary partial 

• 	 9 commanding them at a time and place to be set to appear and resd fy or show cause 

10 why the person or persons before the COUI1 shall not be dealtewith according to law. 

11 Upon the retUnl of the writ or procees the court or a judge thereof. shall proceed to 

12 hear and detennine the case in a summary manner. The hearing may be postponed 

i3 at the discretion of the judge. 

1 6. In all cases coming before the c:ourt under or by virtue of the 

2 provisions of this act, said court shall be vested with all the powers. rights and 

3 privileges inddent to the hearing, detennination and final disposition of such cases as 

4 are or may be exercised or enjoyed by any other court having jurisdiction over such 

5 cases, and the process to secure the appearance of parties and witnesses shall be, as 

6 nearly as may be, such process as is required to secure the presence thereof in other 

7 courts of this State having jurisdiction of such matters, and process may be served 

8 in the same manner as pro....ided for the service of procells in other Cases in which 

9 the court has jurisdiction. 

1 7. No compensation !lball be allowed to any public officer or official for any 

2 service performed under and by virtue of the provisions of this act, except as ex­

3 pressly provided for by law. 

1 8. In any case wherein the court shall have acquired jurisdiction of a 

2 child, such jurisdiction may be retained during the continuance of the term for which 

3 such child shall have been committed. or if released by the court before the expira­

4 &ion of IUch commitment and placed on probation, or if placed on probation in the 
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5 first instance, then such jurisdictiQlll ~ be retained' for the period of auc:h proba­,. '. 

6 tion notwithstanding such child shall'have attained the age of sixteen years during 

'1 service of such commitment or the period ofsuch probation. 

1 9. In any ease wherein the court shall have acquired. jurisdiction of a 

2 child, such child may be .committed. to any institution to which he or she might have 

3 been committed by suc:h court, notwithstanding. such child shall have attained the 

4 age of 'sixteen years after such court shall have acquired jurisdiction over said child. 

1 10. The court may, in cases affecting a child under the age of sixteen yean. 

2 conduct the examination of witnesses without the assistance of counsel and may take 

3 testimony. or make inquiry. into the habits. mode of life, condition of the home and 

4 its surroundings. character and mode of life of parents or guardians of the c:hild,
• 

5 the physical and mental condition of the child. and such other facts that may assist 

6 the court in reaching a conclusion as to the nature of the order or decision that 

'1 shall best conserve the welfare of said cltild and carry out the objects of this act. 

8 The court shall admit to the hearing of children's cases onty such persons as are di­

9 reetly interested in the case being heard. An appeal may be taken in juvenile cases 

10 from any final order or judgment of said court il~ the manner provided for appeals 

11 from the Courts of Common Pleas of the respective counties. 

1 11. Whenever any officer takes a child under sixteen yean of age into custody, 

2 he shall, unless it is deemed impracticable or has been otherwise ordered by the court, 

3 accept the written promise of the parent, guardian or custodian to be responsible for 

4 the presence of suCh child in the court at the time fixed. Thereupon such child may 

5 be released in the custody of the parent, gUardian or custodian, or in the custody of 

6 a probation officer or other person designated by the court. If not so released, such 

'1 child shall be taken immediately to the place of detention designated by the court, and 

8 the officer taking him shall immediately notify the court and shall file a petition 

9 when directed to do so by the court. In the case of any child whose custody has 

10 been assumed by the court and pending the final disposition of the case, the child 

11 may be released in 'the CUStody of a parent, guardian or custodian, or of a pro-
t 

12 bation officer or other person appoi.nted by the court, to be brought before the court 

13 at the time designated. When not released as herein provided, such' child, pending 
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14 the hearing of the case, shall boi: -detaiM\t, 111 ~uch place of detention as sba.ll be duil~ 

15 nated by the court subject to further order. 

1 12. If during the pendency ot a climinal or quasi-uiminal char,e ...inst any 

2 person in any other court, h shaD be ascertained that said person was under the .. 

3 of sixteen years at tbe time of (ollUt1itting the alleged offence. it shall be the duty 

4 of such court to immediately transfer such case together with all the papers. clocu~ 

5 ments and tutimony c:onntcted therewith to the Juvcnile and Domutic Relations 

6 Court having jurisdiction. The court making such transfer shall order the child to 

7 be taken forthwith to the place of detention designated by the Juvenile and Domutic 

8 Relations Court or to that court itself, unless the court making such transfer shall 

9 release such child in the custody of some suitable perSOll to appear before the Juve­

10 nile and Domestic Relations Court at a time designated in said order. '1'he Juvenile 

11 and Domestic Relations Court shall thereupon proceed to hear and dispose of IUch 

12 case in the same mamcr as if it had ueen instituted ill that court in tho firat 

13 instance. 

1 13. Any and all writs, prosecutions, notices and process iSIuine out of said court 

2 may be served by the sberiff of the county, constable or any police officer. or by any 

3 person designated by the court. The county clerk shall be the clerk of the c:ourt and 

4 the court shall have a right to use a seal. 

1 14. In case any person or persons shall be adjudged to be euilty as charged in 

2 the complaint, the said court may impose the penalty now provided by law, or may 

3 suspend sentence, and place such person upon probation to the probation officer of 

4 the county in which such person resides; such probation shall be on terml to be fixed 

5 by the court. The court or a judge thereof may compel any person who shall be ad~ 

6 judged guilty to give bond with good and sufficient lurety, in such lum aI the court 

7 shall order, to secure the payment of a sum or sums awarded by the court. Any 

8 person who fails to comply with the order of the court relative to the terms of p~ 

9 bauon. condition of bond or surety, or any order or decree of the court. may be 

10 adjudged guilty of c:ontempt, or the court may impose the penalty provided by taw 

11 for the offence. 

1 15. The court or a judge thereof 011 proper cause shown, may place the child 

2 on probation to the chief probation officer of the COUllty: upon such terms as the court 
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3 may deem to be to tlle best in'#tst,Jilf the child, may commit any child to any public 
'. , 

J0 institution established for the" care, custody, instruction and ref?rm of juvea 

3~ nile offenders whlch- is ,maintaine&-' fly the State or the county or a city in 

.. which said child has a settlement. or may commit said child to any Jike institution 

5 maintained by any city. county, township. borough or other municipality in. said 

6 county in which such child shall reside or han a settlement, or to any other like in­

7 stitution. commitment to which is nOW or may hereafter be provided by law, or may 

8 commit said child to the care, custody and control of the State Board of Guardians 

9 as now or hereafter may Ix: p:-ovided by la'N, 

1 16. No adjudication upon the status of any child in the jurisdiction of the court 

2 shall operate to imt>ose any of the civil disabilities ordinarily imposed by conviction, 

3 nor shall any child be deemed a criminal by rea.'1on of such adjudication, nor shall 

.. such adjudication be deemed a conviction, nor shall any child be charged with or 

5 convicted of a crime in any court. except with the consent of the judge of the Juvea 

6 nile and Domestic Relations Court. The disposition of achild or any evidence given 

7 in the court shall not be admissable as evidence against the child in any case or pro­

8 teeding in any other court, nor shan such disposition or eviden«::e be held agmnst 

9 the child's record in any future civil service examination, appointment or appJica­

10 tion. 

1 17. Said court shall have power to make l>uch decree or order or render such 

2 judgment as will prated the interests and welfare of the child or children. in any par­

3 titular case, in lieu of the penalties now provided by law for violation of any laws 

.. affecting a minor child, and' shall have{iill power to enforce suCh decree or order by 

5 proceeding for contempt of court. 

1 18. In each county of the first class there shall be appointed by tJ:-.e Governor by 

2 and with the consent of the Senate a judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations 

3 Court of such county who shan be a counsellor-at-Iaw. Such judge shall serve for a 

.. term of five years and until his successor is appointed: and corifirmed. and shall 

S receive such salary, payable by the board of chosen freeholders as such board shall 

6 detennine; provided, that judges now serving in the juvenile' courts of said first­

'I class cOunties shall continue in office fOJ tt'c remainder of their unexpired terms. as 

8 judges of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Courts established -in their respective 



9 touaties under this a,t :;n<j &h.~I~ 'v::ontiftt!' ~c ~e"~ dIe salax-y ',IO\'l;' ftncl fe!' ~ 
, , ' ~!>~'.... " 

10 judge. Court attendants r.O'N ~i;;_ji'n tf-!e juveni;e courts of first class counties 

11 and who are assign~ to l1ot:! :::'">:;4,.:,~~ti'JI\ or ;"'J.l?t~ii3i;Jn of cl1ild~ or persona trial 

12 OIl charges jnvolvin, OOJt1t!'.t1<:: •.:I!ltiol! a}'e ,...,reoy transferred to the office of the 

13 chief probation officer ~",1 shall assnine the duties and powers of probation officers. 

14 All other court attendants i:. said court.~ sl,ll.il."et14.in their respective positions in the 
I 

15 courts hereby created; prot·;tlM, ,t.;)~uewr. ,bt I~W Cllurt shall have power in reorgan­

16 izing of the court to fix thdrrcspectivc fiutie~. 

1 19. All cases j>eriding tefotil the jU'JiOl\iie ¢Ol.Wfi Ot first class 'counties a~djuve-

2 nile courts in other counties shall be contiameQ and determinoo by the judge ap­

3 pointed pursuant to the pr<lvisbns of this act ~\nd the ..ecord.", papers and files 'of said 

4 court shall be taken and J...--ept as pun of t~le records, papers and files of the courts 

5 created pursuant to the provtl\;OtlS of this act. ,~ , " 

1 20. In Counties for which there shallh~ve beell appointed a special judge of the 


2 Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court the cyent 'Of the denth. siclm~ss, disability, 


3 absence or disqualification of such judge, a 'jndge cfthe Court of Common Pleas 


4 in such county may hoidthe Juvenile and Domesi:ic Relation£' Court as" provided in 


5 this act, . ,', 


1 21. The judge may ar.-Poitlt ';;ucb derks a:11 ni:her n~sary eluployees althe 


2 county board of chosen freeholders may llltthorize. and, said board shall fix their 


3 salaries. Such salaries shall be in li"u of illl fe,?" or othe.. iUowlth<."es; exc~pt liecessary 


4 expense~ actually in~l;rred iii the perfonmmc{"')f their dillies. In ~otlnties where no 
 I 
5 sPecial clerk is aPJlointe~l tile' COlll1ty cle~k shall art a~ clerk of the court.' . 

1 22. The' county cllief 'probationofficcrahd probatiOn oAieers sh~1I have charge I
'>', • 

2 of the preDation wort:: 'of the' {;o.urt 

1 23. The judge milt)' aPF-",jnt; a prol."llivn ;)fficer or other suitable person without 


2 compensation for sl~eh serVice to act a~ referee iohear' ca,es corning within the 


3 provisions of this act; \vhencver a referee is:\~)iS~intc::;' tIJ 11ear the caf;e~f a girl, such 


4 referee shall be, whenever practicable. a wom;:ln.. 'l'!!:! ileariilg of :iuty' cnse nlay be 

5 referred to 5uch referee Ly order of the <:OlUt. O! thl.! jud.ge fl1l!Y direetthat all cases 
, ' 

6 of a certain da'ss or within a certliin di"trirt to :J~ (~(;igi'!n,(!dby'hiin shall te initiated ' 

7 before and heard in the first instance Ly l'uch reier~e ill the rnannerprovided for the 

I 

http:sl,ll.il."et14.in
http:OOJt1t!'.t1
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8 initiation and hearin~ <;Ii,,~~:by th~~~!h~'iIn aU cas~s comin~ before him, the 

9 referee shall comply with the requirements of and conform to the procedure provided 

10 for the hearing of such ases by the court and shall make return <;If his or her findings 

11 and recommendations to tlte court which sba11 proceed to enter such order or decree 

12 as it may deem proper. 

1 24. The court may cause any person coming under, its jurisdiction to be ex­

2 amined by a physician. psychiatrist or psychologist, designated by the court, in order 

3 that the condition, s~ia1 needs and personality of such person may be given due 

4 consideration in the disposition of the case. 

1 25., It shall be unlawful to place any child coming ~thin the provisions of this 

2 act in any prison, jail, lode-up, police station, vehicle or other place where such child 

3 can come in, contact with any adult ~nvicted of cri~ or under arrest and charged 

4 with crime. 

1 26. Suitable quarters shall be provided by the board of chosen freeholders for 

2 the hearing of cases and for the use of the judge, and other employees of the court. 

3 All cases involving children shall be heard separately and apart from the trial of 

4 cases against adults. 

1 27. The court shall maintain complete records of all petitionS and hearings in 

2 cases brought before it. Such records !Shall be' withheld from indiscriminate public 

3 inspection but shall be open to inspection by the parent or other authorized repre­

•4 sentative of the person concerned and, in the ~iscretion of the court, by other per_ 

S sons having a legitimate interest. The court shall devise and cause to be printed' such 

6. forms for court records and such other papers as may be,required in dealing with 

'1 cases coming within this act. All expeJW:5 incurred in complyhtg with the provisions 

8 of this act shall 'be a county charge. 

1 28. The court shall ha\'e power to frame and publish rules of procedure and 

2 practice and for the conduct of of&cers and employees of the court. 

1 29. The court may punish as for contempt any person who contemns the court, 

2 who wilfully violates, neglects or refuses to obey or perform any order' of the court. 

1 30. The court shall hear and determine all cases of children arising under the 

2 provisions of this act without a jury. If an adult is dJarged with an offence for 

3 wbich he is entitled to a jury trial, and if he shall so demand, a jury sbaJJ be Ie­



.. 1ected in accmdant:e with the provision" of tht law replatilll the lIIectio1lof Juries 

5 in the Court of Quarter Seaiona. 

t 31. Any and all writs. prosecutions and I'IOtiOes arising out of said court shill 

2 be sened by the sheriff of the county, constable or police 08icer. or by aD)'. JIII'IOIl 

3 designated by the court. 

1 32. If any section, subdivision or dause in this act should be held to be UIICOft­

2 stitutionaJ or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining pot­

3 tiona of the act. 

1 33. This act shall be liberally Construed to accomplish the pUrpoll herein aoucht. 

1 34. He and she, as used in this act shal1 be synonymous; all references to the 

2 court or judge sha1I be construed to refer to the Juvenile and Domestic Relations 

3 Court hereby created and the judge thereof: the singular shall be construed to in­

• dude the plural and the plural the singular when consistent with the intent of the 

S act. 

1 35. In any county not of the first class, the board of chosen freeholders shall 

2 upon a petition of five percentum (5 %) of the registered voters of the eounty re­

3 questing the appointment of a separate. judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Rei.· 

4 tions Court. being filed with it, or may upon a: resolution duly passed at a regular 

5 meeting of said board. cause to be submitted to the voters of said county. the quea­

6 tion which shall be placed on the ballots at the next annual election, "Shall a special 

7 judge be appointed to preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court of this 

8 county?" by having placed on all ballots to be used at the next general election the 

9 following: 

Shull a special judge be appointed to pre­\ Yes. 
side over the Juvenile and Domestic Relations 
Court in the county of (here enter the name 

No. of the county). 

9~ Place a cross or an X opposite "Yes" or "No" as you desi':e to vote. 

10 If the majority of votes are "Yes:' the result of the election shall be certified by 

·11 the proper county officer, to the Governor who shall appoint by and with the consent 

12 of the Senate, a judge for said court who shall serve in the same manner as provided 

13 above for the judges in first class counties. 

1 36. In any two or more counties of the State not of the firstdaal, the boarda 
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2 oi chosen freebolden shall apc:m • petitiOil ~f five percentum(S,,) of~voten 
" ." . , . . . 

3 of the said counties requesting the apPointment of a separate ju. of the Juveaile and 

,4 Domestic Relationa Court, being filed with said boards of frccholden, requesting 

,5 the appointment of a separate.judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court 

6 for the said two or more counties, or the boards of chosen freeholders ,of two or 
• 

. 7 , more counties may upon a resolution duly p,used at the regular meeting, of said 

8 boards of choeen freeholders cause to be submitted to the votets of said counties, the 

9 question which shall be placed on the baliotl at the next annual election, "Shall a 

10 special judge be appointed to preside over the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court 

11 of the counties of (here enter the names of counties)'" by baving placed on all baI­

12 lots to be used in said counties at the next general election, the foUowing: 

Yes. Shall a special judge be appointed to 
preside over the J avenile and Domestic Re­
lations Court in the COUnties of (here enter 

No. the names of counties). 

13 Place a cross or an X opposite ''Yes'' c:>r "No" as you desire to vote. 

14 If the majority of the votes are "Yes" the result of the election shall be certified 

15 by the proper county ofticer to the Governor who shall appoint by and with the ,eon­

16 sent of the Senate, a judge for said court who shall serve in said counties in the 

17 same manner as provided for judges in first class counties. , The salary and necessary 

18 expenses ipcurred in the performance of his duties shall be paid by the counties which 

19 the said judge serves and shall be according to the popUlation of the counties served 

20 as determined by last Federal census. The salary of such judge shall be fixed by the 

21 boards of choteD freeholders of the countiei served. 

t 3(. The board of chosen freeholders of any county may establish. equip and main­

2 tain a home for the temporary detention of children, separated entirely from any other 

3 place of confinement of adults. to be known as "The Children's Shelter of ........• 


4 Coun9'," which shaD be conducted as an agency for the purposes of caring for the 

5 children of the county whose cases are pending beforcthe juvenile and domestic' 

6 relation court of the county or who are hOlDeJess or aban<iqned, abused, neglected or 

1 cruelly treated, or who, being under sixteen years of age. are witnesses before said 
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8 court or some other court. The board of chosen fr~holders may appropriate 56 

9 dent funds for the purchase of property and the building of buildings and the fur­

10 nishing and supplies and equipment therefor from the annual appropriations. or if . 
11 they consider the amount too great to add to the annual appropriation, the board of 

12 chosen freeholders shall raise said funds by issuing bonds for said purpose. The 

13 building may be built on property owned by the county or the board of chosen free­

14 holders may acquire the same by gift, purchase or condemnation. 

15 The board of chosen freeholders may appoint a committee of seven citizens of 

16 the county, at least two of whom shan be women, who together with the judge of the 

17 juvenile and domestic relations court of the county and the director of the board of 

18 chosen freeholders as ex--offido members to manage the children's shelter of said coun­

19 ty. The board of trustees shall make the rules and regulations for the management 

20 of the children's shelter and the groupings of the children therein. Said aheltershall 

21 be in charge of a superintendent and matron who shall reside therein and the board of 

22 trustees of said shelter shall have authority to appoint the superintendent, matron and 

23 other employees in like manner as the other court employees are appointed. the said 

24 board of chosen freeholders shan provide the funds for carrying on said home in the 

25 annual appropriations of the county, and for any betterments, improvements and re~ 

26 placements that may be required. provided, however, that the money for new build­

27 jngs and the equipment thereof and other permanent improvements may be raised by 

28 a bond issue. 
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