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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF 18A:5~80 

(Environmental Quality Education Act) 

1965-1970 No similar bills introduced. 

L.197l - chap.279 - A1092
 
Hay 14, 1910 Introduced by Margetts and others.
 
Apr.29, 1971 - Passed in Assembly, amended.
 
Ray 3. 1971 - Passed in Senate.
 

"Aug.", 1911 - Approved, chap.279 • 
. Amended during passage (copy enclosed of Ell iglaa~ )J!1;;1 Oc ~ 
&~a .m.~!••~tB). 
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AI092 was listed as "approved" in the following t~o puhllca~lons: 
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974.905 New Jersey Education Association 
S35	 " .....~ School Legisltttion
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'NJEA Review vOt.4~ :21-22 ~·eb.1.971 
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AI092"was also·br..1ef..ly· 'dis.~uss~d in Governor Cahill's Special 
Hessageto the ,Legislature on April 9, 1970,' llTowa!'d excellence 
in education in the seventies". See pages 12-13 of 'this message 
~ttached.· 

Copy ~f ths following article enclsoed: 

. "lleedin'g the· Gard~n State" by Edward J.' Ambry .'I.n.~~J,.,F!;J.
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[OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1092 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED MAY 14, 1970
 

By Assemblywoman MARGETrrS, Assemblymen E'VING, KEAN,
 

PFALTZ, McDONOUGH, KIEHN, FAY and ]'LORIO 

Referred to Committee on Education 

AN ACT providing for the promotion. establishment, and operation 

of local Hehool distriet environmental euueation programs, the 

establishment and oporation of a network of Reg"ional Endron­

mental Ii~ducation F'acilities and Centers for the purpose of pro­

ddin~: L~Jlvi l'onmental PduC<lt.ion pl'OgTams for public and 

'Tprivate](' ;'l/oujJ1"ofitf~ school students and teachers, for the 

establishment and opemtion of H network of ~Jlwironlllental 

J~ducation Uurricululll Research and Development Ucntcrs, and 

making an appropriation. 

1 BE IT ENACTlm by the Senate and (iene1"o[ Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. This act shaH be known liS the "ffinvil'onmental'T(Juality]~ 

2, 11~ducation Act." 

1 2. 'rhe LegiSlature finds and declares: 

2 a. The concern for the environment of man has become a 

3 dominant social issue of our time; 

4 b. Since New J el'sey is the most highly urbanized and the most 

5 industrialized State in the Nation, it selTes as a microcosm of the 

6 entire country, and shows abundant ('Videnoo ofmlvirOlUnental 

7 breakdown; 

8 c. New Jersey's ellvirOlillHmtal crisis is not limited to tangible 

9 pollution problems; 

] 0 d. 'rhe State Departments of Education and IDnvironmental 

11 :Proteotion have specific. interest in improviug" education as H force 

12 for environmental quality; 

13 e. rl'he public and Legislature han~ expressed their ooncern by 

14 the passage of the Green Acres Boud Act of 1961, the Water Bond 

15 Act of 1969 and the establishment of a Department of Environ­

16 mental Protection; and 

EXPLANATION-MaUer enclosed in bold-faced brackeb [thuo] an the above bill 
is not enacted and h, intended to be omitted in tbe law. 
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17 I'. It i::; a prime objective to create an pnviromnelltally literate 

18 citizenry who ulluel'stand their interdependence with and responsi­

19 bility for the total environment, and who possess the knowledge 

20 and concern to soln: existing problems and to prevent future ones. 

1 3. rrhe Commissioner of Education is hereby authorizeu and 

2 directed to promote the establishment and operation of local public 

,)
,) amI *[privatc)"'l/ollprojit* elementary and secondary school 

environmental education programs, and to assist in the develop­

,) ment of such programs. 

4. The Commissioner of l'~ducation in consultation with the 

CommissionCl' of Em'ironlllental Protection is hereby authorized 
., 

to designate alld operate and develop Regional Environmental Edu­.) 

4 cation Centers and facilities for the purposes of assisting in the 

,j development of envi rOllmental education llrogl'ams ill each school 

(j district and providing' ("uvi1'Onmental educatiou instruction to public 

awl ~[lJri\'atl!]":}/I)IIIJrolit' elcmcntan' aud secondar~' studcnts 

1 ;j, All~' publie or '[private]" ~Il()nprofit educatio'//(/l" agency ma~'
 

,) apply to the ('oIllmissioller of Ij~ducation for desig'nation as a
 

; 
,) 

) Re2:ional B~ll\-ironllWl1tal Education Ccnter.
 

1 G, "[The)'" "('ourses of study (/w[ sehedules of fees of RC{liol1al
 

:2 EnvirOlUllental Education Celltell) shull be subject to the approval
 

;~ of tlu/ Conlllli:,;sionel' of Education 'X[with the approval of]*
 

4- 'u'nd' the State Board:[of Education ::;1Ia11 by rules and rpg-ula­


,) tions prescribe tlw course" of stully, sdledule of fees, and use of
 

(j neg-iollal ~~ll\'iI'Olmwlltal Educatioll C'entm's for public and private
 

7 schoolsr,
 

1 7. Instruction at Regional Environmental Education Centers 

2 shall includ~, but not be limited to the study of man and his environ­

i~ mel1ts, and problems of em'iromuelltal pollution, erosion and sur­

4 . vival as they relate. to the tieIds of ('cology and other sciences, social 

;1 sciences, lant,"11age arts, mathematics, the art,., and humanities. 

1 8. Any public 01' '[private]" "no'i/profit" :,;chool in the State ma~' 

2 al'rauQ,'c its schedule il1 ac('onhlll('p with rules of tbe Commissioner 

;: . of Edneatioll:';o that its elelllcni<ll'~' amI spcomlary school pupils 

.+ lllay utili7,(~ tIle :,;ervie.es and facilitil's of au em'irolllllputal educa­

,) tioll ccntp]'; and any school, ex;.;cpt such school as i;-,; operated for 

(iprolit ill whole 0 I' ill part, lllay, uJlon applicatiOll ;:'[made to the 

. 7 cOHlnliR;-3jone e at thp tillle Hlld ill tIle 11131111er spccifie<;l ill the l'ules 

8 and regulations malIc by IJim]", cause its pupils to utilize the 

9 sernces and facilities of a Regional Environmental Education 

10 Center. 
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1 9. Upon propel' application ~ubmitted to the Uommissicllwr of 

2 Education by the local school district, the commissioner is autho­

3 rized, subject to a\Tailable appropriations, to enter into agreements 

4 with, and to make cost sharing" grants of money to local school dis­

;) tricts ';'Xcw Jcr,§ey Public B1'oadcasting Authority" 01' Regional 

6 Environmental Education Centers for the purposes of, assistbig 

7 in the costs of se1'yice~ for local ~tudent participation and other 

S education services provided by the Regional Environmental Educa­

9 tion Centers *and the New Jersey Public Broadcasting Authority', 

1 10. lipon propel' application submitted to the Commissiouer of 

2 Education by a local scbool district, the cOlllmissioner is authorized, 

3 subject to available appropriation~ to enter into agreements \"ith, 

4 and to make grants of llioney to sncb local school district for the 

,J purpose of paying half of the cost of constructing and cquipping 

(i local cm'il'omllental education facilities. 

11. *TTIll' ~('W ,J 01'80)' Stah- Schoo] or (~Ollsc~l'\'atioll and the]~' 

.) Stoppill!!; StOll,' r'~ll\'irOlllll(mtal 11~clucatioll CClltc~l' at Bl'anchvillc~, 

:l tlll' COIlSl'ITatioll <lull 1'~llyiI'OIlllwlltal '::rSeience], "Studies'" 

-Ie Center at BI'OWIIS :\Iills, and the Sand," !look Em'il'olllllclltal 

,J gc1ucation Center, by vi rtuc 01' tllCir long standing and domon­

G stl'at(·cl capability aided by nearly *~,OOO,OOO,OO in Fm1cl'al grantb, 

7 arc llcn.j)~' dC'signatcd as 1'~llvil'()l1lm~ntaJ l~clucatioll (~lllTiculum 

H Research and Dendopment Conters i'or the pUI'pOSC' of jJroviding 

!) to lo('al, public :Llld ''[private]': ':JlOllji}"Ojit" school distric·ts s(-ITicc~s 

10 suell a", 1>ut not ]imi t(,([ to, de n'lopmeII t ::llIcl dis'>eminH ti on of 

11 cUlTicnJum matcrials, tcaclwr training, denlOlistratioll lJjlot pro­

12 grams, guidanc(: in facility development and use, aUll consultative 

] 2A serVICes to municipal consen'ution comUUSSlOns and other 

13 environmental interest groups. Tho I~m'il'onlllelltal Education 

]4 CUl'l'iculum l{psearch and Do\re!opmont Centers shall concentrate 

1:) their researcll and curricnllllll developnH'lIt (~fforts OIl prohlems 

Hj related to pollution, erosion, land us(~, l'colog»', sun'i,'al and l'f'latc'd 

17 Imtul'aL physical awl social sciences, 

1 12. ~'he CommissiOIll'r of Ij~dueation with thl' approval of tho 

2 State Board of Educatiou shall: 

iJ a. Make rules and regulations fol' the estahlislnnent and operation 

4 of the EnvironmentHI Educatioll CUlTieullll1l R(~search and Den~lop­

,) mout (\'ntns *for f11(~ purpo.'w ()f }irOl' ir1'inp fo}" 1ocol, }JII blie and 

6 1I011ji1"(Jjit sdiOol scrrias s/(ell ((s, IJIIt 1I0t limiter! to, del'clolJlllent 

I and dissemination of cl/'l'ricululilll/aterials, te(/cher training, 

S dp1lIonstration pilot programs, {luidancc in facility development 

9 aud 1/81', 'I1ld consl/ltlltil'(! sr'J'l'ir'(',)' to I!lIlJIicil)(tI r:ollsc/'l)ation 1'0Jl!­

1() missions a,nrl other i'JlI,ironllwnlal l:nte1'(','d qrol/ps. 'I'lie l?nl'innl,­
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11 mental Education Curriculum Research and Development Centers 

12 shall concentrate their research and curriculum development efforts 

li3 on problems "elated to pollution, erosion, land use, ecology, sllrv;1:a[ 

14 and related natural, physical and social sciences"'. 

Lj ~[b. Desig1late additional }<;llyil'Onlllental Education Curriculum 

16 Research and Development Centers as the need arises; and]'" 

17 "[c.]" "0.'" Employ such personnel al:l may be necessary to carry 

18 out the purposes of the ad. 

1 13. There is hereby appropl'iated t.o the Department of l!Jduca­

~ tion the sum of "'[$.}00,000.00)" i;'$100.000.00'· for the PUl-P0SC of 

;1 earr:--'ing out the purposes of this aet <'through Jut/c 30, 1972, the 

4' expenditure of which shall be conditioned upon approval of nt lcasf 

,) an equnl amount of Pede1'al funds~'. 

1 14. This ad shall take effect immediately. 
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