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AN ACT concerning early intervention services, supplementing
Title 26 of the Revised Statutes and repealing section 3 of
P L.1981, c.415.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:
1. "The Legislature finds and declares that:

-t is in the best interests of the State to provide a
comprghamve system of early intervention services to support
10 infants'and toddlers with disabilities, those at risk for disability,
1 4andﬂwirfanulies thatxsbmltnnemtingma!networks.and
12 aaturally occurring supports such as commumity associations and
13 . extended families which promote the inclusion of the child and
14 . the fumly within the community;

15 b lntants and toddlers with disabilities are 1miquely dependent
16  on their families for survival and nurturance, and while service
17 .systems and the personnel within those systems may fluctuate, a
18 familwuthemlywmmathmadmachﬁd s life;

19 c Mrei:anurgmtneedmaﬁmetheﬂevehpmmtof
20 infants ond toddlers with disabilities to minimize their potential
21 ~for develnpnental delay and to enhance the capacity for famiilies
22 tomcetthaneedsofﬂwinfantsaﬁwem

23 d%nmtbanmmmmmmtm“utom
24 auciaty. reduce costs associated with relisnce on social services,
26 minhnizo the likelihood of institutionalization, redice health care
26 costs and improve the long-term heslth and potential for future
27 -employability ard independence of infants and toddlers with
28  disabilities;

29 e Nomaagmcyordiscipﬂmmmutthzeomphxmﬂsof
30 infants with disabilities and their families, and services to infants
31 anduﬂdlauwithwuummhww”m
32 mulli-dhciplimry and must be coordinated so as to assure sccess
33  and  assist families in obtaining needed information and
34 mx«m advocacy on theirbehalf: and

38 . Services and strategies to assist and support families must
36 mtmtomy interdependence and decision-making in a way
37 which  reflects the unique recisl, ethnic, cultural and
38  soclal-economic experiences snd background of-a family.

s a The Department of Health, in wnu with the
40 Wmormmmmmmm-
41  Statewide system of early intervention servioos for eligible
42 mmwmmmmmmmmh
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“" Mm Act,” mm-m EOUSC N uq.).
44 ‘l‘h nqumm of Health, i m with the




ok g b b o R .
WO DM NGB, B

e
I




W 0 N U e W N

=N LO O WO LI L) W W M W oW RN D R DN DR D DD kR e e 2 e e e e e

A2942

Departments of Education and Human Services, shall adopt rules
and regulations pursuant to the "Administrative Procedure Act,"
P.L.1968, ¢.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.) to carry out the purposes of
this act.

4. Section 3 of P.L.1981, ¢.415 (C.18A:46-6.2) is repealed.

5. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill clarifies the legislative mandate for the Department
of Health, in conjunction with the Departments of Education and
Human Services, to create a Statewide system of coordinated,
comprehensive, multidisciplinary interagency programs for the
provision of early intervention services to eligible infants and
toddlers from birth to age three, and their families. The early
intervention services are required under Part H of the federal
"Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,” Pub.L.91-230 (20
U.S.C.§1471 et seq.).

The bill repeals section 3 of P.L.1981, c.415 (C.18A:46-6.2)
which originally mandated the Department of Education to
provide early intervention services to infants and toddlers with
disabilities under three years of age. Section 3 was amended in
1992 (P.L.1992, c.155), effective July 1, 1993, to transfer the
responsibility for early intervention services from the
Department of Education to the Department of Health; however,
the allocation of the statute remained in Title 18A (Education) of
the New Jersey Statutes. This bill repeals the statute in Title
18A and replaces it with similar statutory language, updated to
reflect federal law, that would be allocated in Title 26 (Health)
of the Revised Statutes.

Currently, approximately 2,750 infants and toddlers with
disabilities receive early intervention services provided through
the Department of Education. In Fiscal Year 1993, the program
is funded at a level of $18.3 million ($14.8 million State and $3.5
million federal). This funding will he transferred to the
Department of Health in Fiscal Year 1944, and upon enactment
into law of this bill, additional federal funds will be available to
the State so that other eligible infants and toddlers will be able
to receive needed early intervention services.

Provides for early intervention program in DOH.



ASSEMBLY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No, 2942
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: NOVEMBER 22, 1993

The Assembly Health and Human Services Committee favorably
reports Assembly Bill No. 2942.

This bill clarifies the legislative mandate for the Department of
Health, in conjunction with the Departments of Education and
Human Services, to create a Statewide system of coordinated,
comprehensive, multidisciplinary interagency programs for the
provision of early intervention services to eligible infants and
toddlers from birth to age three, and their families. The early
intervention services are required under Part H of the federal
"Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,” Pub.L.91-230 (20
U.S.C.§1471 et seq.).

The bill repeals section 3 of P.L.1981, ¢.415 (C.18A:46-6.2)
which originally mandated the Department of Education to provide
early intervention services to infants and toddlers with disabilities
under three years of age. Section 3 was amended in 1992 (P.1.1992,
c.155), effective July 1, 1993, to transfer the responsibility for
early intervention services from the Department of Education to
the Department of Health; however, the allocation of the statute
remained in Title 18A (Education) of the New Jersey Statutes. This
bill repeals the statute in Title 18A and replaces it with similar
statutory language, updated to reflect federal law, that would be
allocated in Title 26 (Health) of the Revised Statutes.

In Fiscal Year 1993, approximately 2,750 infants and toddlers
with disabilities received early intervention services provided
through the Department of Education, and the program was funded
at a level of $18.3 million ($14.8 million State and $3.5 million
federal). This funding was transferred to the Department of Health
in Fiscal Year 1994, and upon enactment into law of this bill,
additional federal funds will be available to the State so that other
eligible infants and toddlers will be able to receive needed early
intervention services.

This bill is identical to Senate Bill No. 1732 (Ewing/Palaia),
which is currently pending before the Senate.
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